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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Agriculture and Rural 
Development and the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the 
committees responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into their motion for a 
resolution:

1. Stresses that EU trade policy, in particular after its current review process, can play a 
major role in the transition towards more sustainable and resilient agri-food systems, in 
line with the objectives of the European Green Deal and its ‘do no harm’ principle, the 
Paris Agreement and the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), with a view to 
ensuring full alignment with the objective of limiting global warming and biodiversity 
loss;

2. Recognises that farming in the EU accounts for 1 % of total greenhouse gas emissions 
worldwide1 and acknowledges the efforts of the agricultural sector in climate action; 
stresses the need to continue providing farmers in the EU, in particular small farmers, 
with adequate support to ensure compliance with sustainability standards, 
competitiveness, vibrant rural areas, decent incomes and a fair standard of living for the 
European agricultural community; calls for an effective just transition, including 
through multilateral engagement and international cooperation, towards an 
environmentally, socially and economically sustainable global food system that allows 
for a level playing field which leaves nobody behind; 

3. Notes that the EU internal market is the world’s biggest importer and exporter of agri-
food products; is convinced that the EU should use its position as a major global player 
to set the benchmark and direct international standards for sustainable food systems, 
based on respect for human and labour rights, fair competition, the precautionary 
principle, environmental protection and animal welfare in accordance with World Trade 
Organization (WTO) rules; considers that the protection of standards in these areas 
should be an integral part of all trade agreement chapters and that multilateral and 
regulatory cooperation could further help to achieve the objectives of the Farm to Fork 
Strategy;

4. Believes that sustainable production should be a key characteristic of EU agri-food 
products and EU trade agreements, and should be further promoted by expanding the 
concept of quality to social and environmental aspects and ensuring that the concept of 
sustainable production encompasses the global climate, environmental footprint and the 
consumption of resources per kilogram of product, in addition to the well-established 
international reputation of EU-agri food products for being safe and healthy; stresses, in 
this regard, that EU quality schemes and geographical indications, together with an 
ambitious, market-oriented and comprehensive EU promotion policy, should be 

1 European Environment Agency, data extracted in September 2017 (excluding emissions/removals from land-
use, land-use change and forestry (LULUCF) activities).
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considered an asset with regard to the objective of fostering sustainable trade: 

5. Welcomes the Commission’s commitment to promoting the global phasing out of 
pesticides no longer approved in the EU and to ensuring that hazardous pesticides 
banned for use in the EU are not exported outside the Union; urges the Commission to 
present a legislative proposal to that end as soon as possible; welcomes the 
Commission’s announcement to review import tolerances for substances that meet the 
cut-off criteria and urges the Commission to adopt a zero-tolerance policy towards 
residues of those substances; encourages the Commission to impose standards to 
prevent workers and residents from being contaminated from pesticide use;

6. Calls on the Commission to strengthen the trade aspects of the Farm to Fork Strategy in 
order to ensure consistency between the Common Commercial Policy, the Customs 
Union Action Plan, the Common Agricultural and Fisheries Policies and the objectives 
of the Farm to Fork Strategy, the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 and other related 
EU policies, and to pursue these objectives in a gradual way through the development of 
efficient Green Alliances in all relevant bilateral, regional and multilateral forums, 
including the UN Food Systems Summit 2021, as well as through an ambitious revision 
of its trade policy, by establishing a dedicated framework on sustainable agri-food 
systems and products for future trade agreements, notably by means of non-regression 
clauses, improving the functioning of safeguard clauses and putting an end to imports of 
products that exceed the maximum EU residue limits for plant protection products, in 
accordance with WTO rules; calls on the Commission to promote better coordination 
between all public and private stakeholders in order to achieve these objectives; 
considers that the EU should reconfirm the mandate of the Committee on World Food 
Security as the international policy platform for food security and nutrition;

7. Stresses the need, due in part to the disruptions to global production chains and 
increased price volatility caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, to develop open strategic 
autonomy for the EU with the aim of ensuring access to key markets and reducing 
dependency on imports of critical goods such as plant-based protein sources; reiterates 
that agri-food systems must be acknowledged as a crucial aspect of the EU’s open 
strategic autonomy in order to ensure sufficient availability of safe and good-quality 
food  and to maintain functioning and resilient food supply chains and trade flows 
during future crises, in line with Article 2(1) of the Paris Agreement;

8. Highlights the importance of improving transparency in the food supply chain and of 
better traceability of all production and distribution processes in accordance with the 
right of European consumers to have more information on the origin and production 
methods of the foodstuffs they consume; notes that innovative digital tools such as 
blockchain and appropriate mandatory labelling on the origin of food products have the 
potential to significantly increase transparency and traceability, thereby combatting 
fraud and illegal production methods, as well as improving consumer confidence; calls 
for the promotion of local markets and sustainable food supply chains in order to 
preserve the production specificities and distinctiveness of EU products;

9. Welcomes the Farm to Fork Strategy ambition of ensuring enforceable trade and 
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sustainable development chapters in all EU trade agreements as a means of 
guaranteeing that the greater regulatory ambitions put forward are consistent with EU 
trade policy and complied with by third countries that have signed trade agreements 
with the EU; emphasises the importance of strengthening the enforceability of trade and 
sustainable development chapters in trade agreements including, as a last resort, through 
sanction-based dispute mechanisms, in order to promote a global approach to climate 
and biodiversity, foster more sustainable agri-food production, put a stop to global 
deforestation and raise labour standards in line with the eight core conventions of the 
International Labour Organization (ILO); suggests that trade and sustainable 
development chapters should also take account of equivalent standards of production, 
such as animal welfare, traceability, antimicrobial resistance and the use of plant 
protection products, which should be systematically certified by independent audit and 
certification bodies at all production and distribution stages, as well as roadmaps with 
milestones subject to ex-post evaluations; urges the Commission to provide support to 
developing countries in a bid to promote food security and provide assistance on 
aligning with European standards for sustainable agri-food systems; expects the 
Commission’s Chief Trade Enforcement Officer to fully perform his role in 
guaranteeing the proper application of the agreements in question by addressing market 
distortions, strengthening the enforcement of trade and sustainable development 
chapters and engaging in constructive dialogue with governments and stakeholders; 

10. Notes that trade and sustainable development chapters do not address the potential 
negative impacts of trade agreements on land use change, deforestation or climate 
change; considers that European and international environmental, safety, animal welfare 
and social standards should be comprehensively applied to all chapters in trade 
agreements in order to prevent any other trade provisions from undermining those 
standards;

11. Is convinced that legislation for mandatory horizontal due diligence at EU level 
throughout the supply chain for EU and foreign companies operating in the single 
market is necessary to achieve the SDGs, promote good governance and increase 
traceability and accountability in global supply chains;

12. Stresses the risk of putting the EU agri-food sector at a competitive disadvantage owing 
to a lack of global convergence of standards and increased costs for consumers; recalls 
that impact assessments are an integral part of the EU rulemaking process and that 
economic, social and environmental effects must be taken into account; calls on the 
Commission to draw up a comprehensive ex-ante, scientific and cumulative impact 
assessment based on public consultations with representatives of the agri-food chain and 
other relevant stakeholders and to publish regular follow-up assessments together with 
the baselines and reference periods of the targets envisaged in the Farm to Fork 
Strategy, as well as proportionate measures, a suitable timeframe for adaptation and 
compensation mechanisms with a view to maintaining the competitiveness, productivity 
and social resilience of the EU agri-food sector and preventing agricultural production 
and the ensuing environmental footprint from being outsourced and relocated to third 
countries by, in particular, ensuring the reciprocity of standards and effective 
monitoring for all agri-food and forestry products imported into the EU; 

13. Underlines that a coordinated and harmonised approach to unfair competition practices 
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and the need for equivalent food standards, paying due regard to the precautionary 
principle, is of vital importance to ensure an uninterrupted supply of foodstuffs in all 
Member States and effective and efficient security and customs checks, including 
through the elimination of non-tariff barriers in third countries, of divergences in the 
level and quality of controls, and of differences in customs procedures and sanctions 
policies at the EU’s points of entry into the Customs Union; urges the Commission to 
strengthen customs checks by means of direct, unified control mechanisms in 
coordination with the Member States and in full compliance with the principle of 
subsidiarity in order to prevent food fraud, adulteration and imports of products 
exceeding the maximum acceptable residue limit of active substances, in particular 
substances that meet the EU cut-off criteria, to enhance protection of intellectual 
property rights , notably geographical indications, and ensure respect for EU production 
standards, such as animal welfare, antimicrobial resistance and the use of plant 
protection products, as well as avoid the possible entry of plant and animal pests into 
the EU so as to ensure the highest level of sanitary and phytosanitary protection;

14. Points out that trade agreements should ensure that the parties involved actively engage 
in the promotion of sustainable development principles and that international standards 
are in line with the EU’s environmental and climate ambitions; considers, furthermore, 
that these agreements should take account of the binding nature of compliance with the 
Paris Agreement in order to guarantee a global transition to sustainable food systems;

15. Ask the Commission to develop the Farm to Fork Strategy taking account of the fact 
that each sector has different production methods that are more or less sustainable; calls 
on the Commission to emphasise that a balanced diet should include all food;

16. Points out that farming and fishing are vital to the development of sustainable economic 
activity in the outermost regions and highlights the contribution and added value of 
these sectors with regard to food security and responding to public demand for 
sufficient, safe and high-quality products; calls for the structural agronomic and trade 
constraints of the outermost regions referred to in Article 349 of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union to be systematically taken into account during the 
implementation of the Farm to Fork Strategy and the subsequent legislative proposals, 
in order to enable those regions to compete on a level playing field and ensure the 
availability of viable alternative solutions to the agri-food sectors if their means of 
production and trade flows are restricted;

17. Emphasises the importance of granting equal access to technological and scientific 
innovations, including plant breeding innovations capable of improving the resistance of 
varieties and fostering the diversity of genetic resources and food production systems, 
while devoting particular attention to local breeds, in compliance with EU food safety 
regulations and the precautionary principle in particular; stresses that forging strong 
relationships with trade partners on research, development and the transfer of 
knowledge in areas such as land management, climate change adaptation and 
mitigation, agro-ecology and fair and resilient value chains could be a key factor in 
fostering more sustainable agri-food production while safeguarding agricultural 
productivity and supporting the competitiveness of EU farming on global markets; 
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recommends that cooperation should also focus on smallholder farmers and small-scale 
food producers, as they would benefit the most from such cooperation;

18. Welcomes the proposed new initiative on climate and trade at the WTO; underlines the 
importance of using this framework to develop a comprehensive and sustainable agri-
food system based on common and ambitious production standards; urges the 
Commission to engage proactively at the WTO to enable an ecological transition, 
ensure that trade policy is consistent with the SDGs, continue negotiations on 
transparent food security stocks and, in particular, prevent situations where agri-food 
products become the adjustment variable or collateral victim of trade conflicts, while 
continuing to develop an ambitious, WTO-compatible sustainable trade policy; 

19. Takes note of the Commission’s study on the cumulative economic impact of EU trade 
agreements on agriculture, which shows that under both a conservative and an 
ambitious scenario the EU’s trade agreements are expected to generate a positive overall 
balance for its agri-food trade and greater value until 2030, thus demonstrating that EU 
trade agreements have a positive effect on the EU agricultural sector;

20. Asks the Commission to explore the necessity of applying specific conditions to and 
exemptions for certain food categories or foodstuffs such as olive oil and for those 
covered by geographical indications, for the assessment of harmonised nutritional 
labelling, in view of their key role in EU trade agreements and protecting local value at 
a global level.
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