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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Considers that for the EU to keep its prominent place in the world economy, regain its 
previously strong position in important global supply chains and be competitive in open 
markets, every sector must be given sufficient and targeted support to develop a 
sustainability-oriented technological base and increase and facilitate research and 
innovation efforts carried out by public and private stakeholders;

2 Considers that the EU industrial strategy must be implemented in a consistent and 
coordinated way in line with ambitious objectives in order to strengthen EU supply 
chains; stresses that free, fair, sustainable and value-based trade that properly balances 
the need for open markets and strategic sovereignty which respect international law, as 
well as efforts to develop strategic solidarity with like-minded partners on topics such as 
international standard setting, will reinforce the EU’s industrial base; urges the 
Commission to deliver an ambitious trade agenda in line with the Paris Agreement, the 
European Green Deal and the UN Sustainable Development Goals;

3. Notes that EU industry and small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) are the 
backbone of the EU economy and its success; highlights the central role of SMEs in 
achieving the green and digital transitions; underlines the need to fully support industry 
and SMEs through the twin transition and the development of new technologies by 
providing them with tailor-made access to finance and sufficient funds and targeted 
support for research and development, innovation and education in digital skills for 
employees, a large scale change that can only be achieved if the necessary incentives for 
innovative climate and digital solutions are provided;

4. Underlines the need for regulatory stability and predictability that promotes and rewards 
innovation and investments in new technologies; calls on the Commission and the 
Member States to step up their efforts to strengthen cybersecurity measures at all levels; 
underlines the importance of carrying out an ambitious EU digital agenda to build 
strategic international partnerships such as the EU-US Trade and Technology Council, 
ensuring a leading position for the EU in digital trade; requests the continuation of 
World Trade Organization (WTO) negotiations on e-commerce, which should pay 
particular attention to SMEs and consumers; welcomes the Commission chips act 
initiative, which will secure the supply of semiconductors to the EU, thereby helping it 
to gain strategic autonomy; also proposes that a strategy on materials, which are critical 
for the twin transition, be developed, including but not limited to rare earths; 
emphasises that such initiatives need to be placed within a broader framework that 
should identify and monitor key supply chain dependencies as a crucial milestone of an 
integrated and sustainable EU industrial strategy, a key component of the European 
Green Deal;

5. Is concerned that both the current and the proposed EU legislation involves too many 
administrative and bureaucratic hurdles for EU businesses; underlines the need to 
reduce unnecessary administrative burdens and cut red tape for EU businesses, and 
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SMEs in particular; welcomes the ‘one in, one out’ principle; calls on the Commission 
to fully implement the existing EU better regulation agenda and to include roadmaps 
with quantitative and qualitative targets to reduce administrative burdens for EU 
businesses, especially SMEs, by at least 30 %; emphasises the need to monitor and 
provide forward-looking regulatory and financial incentives to facilitate the shift to 
sustainable economic activities; reminds the Commission to apply the ‘think small first’ 
principle and to include the SME test in its impact assessments and legislative work, 
especially concerning the energy transition sector and export-oriented economic sectors;

6. Highlights that it is important to promote the ‘quadruple helix’ model of cooperation 
between universities, research centres, businesses and the public sector; stresses that the 
Commission and the Member States should work together on the design and 
implementation of the EU industrial strategy in order to guarantee increased alignment 
with the EU’s trade policy by diversifying and exploiting synergies and in order to 
make different sectors more competitive at international level; calls on the Commission 
to draw up implementation reports to be presented to Parliament;

7. Welcomes the intention of the Commission to issue guidance on public procurement; 
emphasises that public procurement is an indispensable instrument for national and 
economic security; stresses in this regard the need to signal to non-EU countries that EU 
public procurement markets will remain open while focusing efforts on creating a level 
playing field and on limiting bureaucratic burdens for businesses and contracting 
authorities;

8. Stresses that key EU policy initiatives like the European Green Deal, Europe’s Digital 
Decade and the EU’s resilience goals need to be implemented, taking into consideration 
the competitiveness of EU industry, in view of recent developments at international 
level, in particular Russia’s aggression against Ukraine;

9. Reiterates its support for a multilateral trade negotiation agenda and urges WTO 
members to agree at the upcoming 12th ministerial conference on a work plan to update 
the WTO rule book and restore fair competition conditions for businesses and 
employees;

10. Highlights the importance of further negotiations to secure ambitious, modern, future-
oriented and sustainable free trade agreements with ambitious and enforceable trade and 
sustainable development chapters, and to pursue the goals of a level playing field and 
reciprocity vis-à-vis other major trading partners through the use of the EU trade 
toolbox, including the International Procurement Instrument, due diligence, anti-
coercion and foreign subsidies; highlights the importance of international collaboration 
and open global trade for the EU economy;

11. Points out that sustainable inward and outward investment, trade and access to non-EU 
markets are crucial for supporting the EU’s economic recovery in the wake of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and for ensuring long-term resilience, with the aim of 
strengthening the EU’s sovereignty through an ambitious strategic autonomy plan and 
reducing dependencies on non-EU countries, ensuring optimal use of internal EU 
production, bolstering an EU and global circular economy, diversifying its supply 
chains, friend-shoring, near-shoring or re-shoring where relevant, guaranteeing its 



AD\1256418EN.docx 5/7 PE729.954v02-00

EN

independence from any single producer, especially concerning critical raw and 
intermediate products and materials, including agricultural food and products, and 
securing sustainable supply chains in line with the Paris Agreement;

12. Underlines the need to facilitate foreign direct investment that contributes to achieving 
the EU climate goals; points out the need to address market diversification, in particular 
with like-minded partners, and maintain an ambitious trade agenda with global partners;

13. Strongly insists that the fight against illicit trade, the prevention of unfair competition, 
the phasing-out of subsidies for economic activities that are extremely harmful to the 
environment and strategic investments that would run counter to national security or 
public order must remain a key priority in order to safeguard the EU’s industrial 
autonomy and competitiveness; also raises the necessity of dealing with the existing 
regulatory gap regarding the EU’s participation in foreign-based joint ventures; urges 
the Commission to pursue a trade and investment agenda to tackle unfair policies and 
practices;

14. Calls on the Commission to step up its efforts to secure the necessary energy supply for 
EU industry by diversifying energy sources and suppliers and reducing external 
dependencies – especially by building upon links with like-minded partners – and by 
reducing the EU’s fossil energy dependencies in the light of the war in Ukraine, in 
particular on Russian coal, oil and gas;

15. Underlines in particular the need for the EU to phase out its dependencies on oil, coal 
and gas imports by speeding up the transition to renewable energy and meeting its 
intermediate climate targets, and the need for it to gradually phase out subsidies for 
fossil fuels in order to reach its long-term climate goals;

16. Calls on the Commission, in this regard, to immediately commence negotiations on 
trade and cooperation agreements with potential international partners for the 
production and trade of sustainable hydrogen in order to ensure the future supply of 
renewable fuels of non-biological origin to the EU’s industry, heating and transport 
sectors;

17. Stresses the need to upgrade the EU’s existing gas infrastructure and connectivity 
between Member States, including the necessary terminals with sufficient capacity to 
enable the import and transport of ammonia and hydrogen across the EU, in order to 
enable the hydrogen economy to grow; underlines that the development of efficient and 
integrated logistics networks and infrastructure ensures smoother access to transport, 
energy and digital services, increases the competitiveness of businesses and reduces 
trade barriers by promoting open and rule-based trade with the rest of the world;

18. Underlines that the twin transition will require the securing and massive scaling-up of 
access to mining and processing of strategic and critical raw materials such as lithium, 
rare earths and cobalt, which will need to be imported and for which there will be 
growing geopolitical competition;

19. Also proposes that a European rare earth act be drawn up.
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