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Amendment 1
Carles Puigdemont i Casamajó

Draft opinion
Paragraph -1 (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

-1. whereas the World Investment 
Record 2020 of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) projected that FDI would 
continue to decrease between5%and 10% 
in 2021, with a new increase in 2022 
because of global supply chain 
restructuring and to a possible 
improvement of global economy;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Carles Puigdemont i Casamajó

Draft opinion
Paragraph -1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

-1 a. whereas following the2008 global 
financial crisis, cross-border investment 
flows in productive assets stopped 
expanding, along with slow growth in 
trade and a slowdown in global value 
chains; whereas in the current context, 
anti–COVID containment measures and 
the prospects of a COVID–induced global 
recession are leading companies to 
reassess and delay new investment 
projects, to which restrictive measures on 
investment adopted by governments 
during the crisis are to be added to these 
eventualities;

Or. en
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Amendment 3
Carles Puigdemont i Casamajó

Draft opinion
Paragraph -1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

-1 b. Calls on the Member States to 
properly implement the Directive 
2011/7/EU of the European Parliament 
and of the Council of 16 February 2011 
on combating late payment in commercial 
transactions (Late Payments Directive) to 
all SMEs, since they are among the most 
affected by the COVID–19 crisis; calls on 
the Commission to properly monitor the 
implementation of the Late Payments 
Directive and to impose penalties on those 
Member States that fail to comply with 
this Directive;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Miroslav Číž, Raphaël Glucksmann, Paolo De Castro, Inma Rodríguez-Piñero

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Recalls that small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) are the backbone 
of the EU economy; underlines that the 
proper functioning of the internal market 
and the creation of a capital market union 
remains an absolute priority for SMEs;

1. Recalls that small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) are the backbone 
of the EU economy; underlines that the 
proper functioning of the internal market 
and the creation of a capital market union 
remains an absolute priority for SMEs; 
highlights that due regard should be given 
to the innovation cycle and market 
deployment of newly available 
technologies; stresses that the wellbeing 
of EU single market depends on the 
ability of EU SMEs to adapt to the 
impending revolution in information 
technologies; recognizes the role of micro 
enterprises and startups in the process of 
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deployment of new and disruptive 
technologies of tomorrow. Therefore, 
sufficient support must be given to them; 
recognizes the importance of maintaining 
strong and predictable intellectual 
property rights framework;

Or. en

Amendment 5
Seán Kelly, Gabriel Mato, Christophe Hansen, Enikő Győri

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Recalls that small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) are the backbone 
of the EU economy; underlines that the 
proper functioning of the internal market 
and the creation of a capital market union 
remains an absolute priority for SMEs;

1. Recalls that small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) are the backbone 
of the EU economy; underlines that the 
proper functioning of the internal market 
and the creation of a capital market union 
remains an absolute priority for SMEs; 
Notes that only a small percentage of 
firms who export goods outside the EU 
are SMEs, and that global markets are an 
important source of potential for SMEs to 
increase competitiveness, economic 
growth and innovation; Notes that 
frictionless trade and freedom of 
movement of the EU’s Single Market 
provides SME’s with the necessary scale 
and experience to export beyond the 
borders of the EU and to access further 
desirable markets.

Or. en

Amendment 6
Yannick Jadot

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1
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Draft opinion Amendment

1. Recalls that small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) are the backbone 
of the EU economy; underlines that the 
proper functioning of the internal market 
and the creation of a capital market union 
remains an absolute priority for SMEs;

1. Welcomes the SME strategy and 
recalls that small and medium-sized 
enterprises(SMEs) are the backbone of the 
EU economy; underlines that the proper 
functioning of the internal market, 
sustainability and carbon neutrality shall 
remain at the core objectives of EU 
programmes to allow SMEs to take 
advantage of the green transition in terms 
of competitiveness, cost reduction and job 
creation;

Or. en

Amendment 7
Urmas Paet, Barry Andrews, Dita Charanzová, Nicola Danti, Jérémy Decerle, Svenja 
Hahn, Liesje Schreinemacher, Marie-Pierre Vedrenne

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Recalls that small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) are the backbone 
of the EU economy; underlines that the 
proper functioning of the internal market 
and the creation of a capital market union 
remains an absolute priority for SMEs;

1. Recalls that Europe's 25 million 
small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) are the backbone of the EU 
economy employing around 100 million 
people and accounting for more than half 
of Europe’s GDP; underlines that the 
proper functioning of the internal market 
and the creation of a capital market union 
remains an absolute priority for SMEs;

Or. en

Amendment 8
Gabriel Mato

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment
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1. Recalls that small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) are the backbone 
of the EU economy; underlines that the 
proper functioning of the internal market 
and the creation of a capital market union 
remains an absolute priority for SMEs;

1. Recalls that small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) are the backbone 
of the EU economy depending around 13 
million employees on SMEs exports; 
underlines that the proper functioning of 
the internal market and the creation of a 
capital market union, remains an absolute 
priority for SMEs;

Or. en

Amendment 9
Seán Kelly, Gabriel Mato, Christophe Hansen, Enikő Győri, Jörgen Warborn, 
Massimiliano Salini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Regrets the serious impact of the 
COVID19 pandemic and necessary health 
measures implemented to suppress the 
spread, including the lockdown of 
economies, on global trade with both 
imports and exports of the EU being 
reduced and value chains interrupted or 
halted as a result; Notes that further 
disruption will be experienced by 
European businesses due the United 
Kingdom leaving the European Union 
and the Commission must therefore 
ensure that trade flows and sustained 
value chains, including trading routes for 
freight traffic across the EU, remain open 
to allow free access to sales markets 
maintain integrity of the single market.

Or. en

Amendment 10
Urmas Paet, Barry Andrews, Dita Charanzová, Nicola Danti, Jérémy Decerle, Svenja 
Hahn, Liesje Schreinemacher, Marie-Pierre Vedrenne

Draft opinion
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Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Welcomes the new SME Strategy 
for a Sustainable and Digital Europe, 
especially its focus on the EU’s twin 
transitions to a sustainable and digital 
economy as well as on reducing 
regulatory burden for SMEs and 
improving their market access and access 
to financing; believes that focusing on 
digital and innovative solutions will 
increase Europe’s global competitiveness 
as a whole;

Or. en

Amendment 11
Yannick Jadot

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Asks for a consistent European 
Strategy for SMEs, in line with the Green 
Deal, to transform our economies and 
strengthen its resilience through the 
pooling of strategic investments to support 
SMEs, and to speedily support SMEs by 
all means in order to mitigate the impact 
of the COVID crisis on workers, 
consumers and families;

Or. en

Amendment 12
Gabriel Mato

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Recalls that European SMEs need 
an open trade policy to recover from the 
coronavirus crisis; welcomes the 
European Union trade policy review as 
key framework to respond the challenges 
faced by SMEs in international trade, 
particularly with ;

Or. en

Amendment 13
Jörgen Warborn, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Iuliu Winkler, Massimiliano Salini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Whereas SMEs represent 99 % of 
all businesses in the EU, and in the past 
five years SMEs have created around 85 
% of new jobs and provided two-thirds of 
the total private sector employment in the 
EU;

Or. en

Amendment 14
Tiziana Beghin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Stresses that a stronger 
participation by SMEs in global markets 
creates opportunities and enhance 
productivity, by accelerating innovation, 
facilitating spill-overs of technology 
and know-how.

Or. en
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Amendment 15
Yannick Jadot

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 b. Reiterates its strong support for 
the goal outlined in the Commission’s 
Green Deal regarding the introduction of 
a Carbon Border Adjustment (CBA) 
mechanism; calls on the Commission to 
bring this reform forward as part of the 
Commission Work Program for 2021; 
underlines that the CBA mechanism shall 
be a corner stone to achieve European 
carbon neutrality by 2050 and that, in 
order to actively integrate SMEs, it must 
foresee measures specifically designed to 
cater to SME needs;

Or. en

Amendment 16
Tiziana Beghin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 b. Reminds that engaging in 
international markets can be expensive 
and unaffordable for most of the 
European SMEs without appropriate tools 
and support. Asks the Commission to 
facilitate SMEs access to finance for new 
investment, information, skills and 
technology, helping to increase their 
international competitiveness and their 
ability to face trade costs not only through 
free trade agreements but also through 
effective and operative desk in our trade 
partners;
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Or. en

Amendment 17
Urmas Paet, Barry Andrews, Dita Charanzová, Nicola Danti, Jérémy Decerle, Svenja 
Hahn, Liesje Schreinemacher, Marie-Pierre Vedrenne

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 b. Welcomes the European Union 
trade policy review responding to the new 
global challenges and taking into account 
the lessons learned from the coronavirus 
crisis; emphasizes that it must recognise 
the challenges faced by SMEs in 
international trade;

Or. en

Amendment 18
Jörgen Warborn, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Iuliu Winkler, Massimiliano Salini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 b. Whereas for the European Union, 
the average contribution to the economy 
by SMEs is around 56 percent;

Or. en

Amendment 19
Jörgen Warborn, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Iuliu Winkler, Massimiliano Salini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment
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1 c. Whereas SMEs represent 87 % of 
all EU exporters 1a, only 25% of EU-based 
SMEs export at all and an even smaller 
portion export beyond the EU1b;
_________________
1a 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissi
oners/2019-
2024/hogan/announcements/speech-
commissioner-phil-hogan-eurocommerce-
webinar_en
1b 
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/access-
to-markets_en

Or. en

Amendment 20
Jörgen Warborn, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Iuliu Winkler, Massimiliano Salini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 d. Whereas the COVID-19 virus and 
following lockdowns has caused profound 
disruptions to global supply chains and 
trade;

Or. en

Amendment 21
Jörgen Warborn, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Iuliu Winkler, Massimiliano Salini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 e. Whereas trade and investment 
barriers, administrative costs and 
bureaucracy affect SMEs 
disproportionally due to their size and 
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limited resources to overcome them, 
SMEs benefit more from rule-based trade 
opening than large companies;

Or. en

Amendment 22
Jörgen Warborn, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Iuliu Winkler, Massimiliano Salini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 f (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 f. Whereas the purpose of the Small 
Business Act for Europe (SBA) and the 
Think Small First principle is to increase 
competitiveness and support 
entrepreneurship;

Or. en

Amendment 23
Jörgen Warborn, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Iuliu Winkler, Massimiliano Salini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 g (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 g. Whereas only 9 % of EU SMEs 
protect their intellectual property rights 
(IPR), partly due to differing national 
legislation within the EU;

Or. en

Amendment 24
Jörgen Warborn, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Iuliu Winkler, Massimiliano Salini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 h (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

1 h. Whereas already before COVID-
19, European competitiveness was lagging 
behind other developed economies, 
threatening Europe’s potential to 
generate wealth and prosperity;

Or. en

Amendment 25
Jörgen Warborn, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Iuliu Winkler, Massimiliano Salini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 i (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 i. Stresses that SMEs need clear, 
consistent and predictable legislation in 
order to grow and create jobs;

Or. en

Amendment 26
Miroslav Číž, Paolo De Castro, Inma Rodríguez-Piñero

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Encourages the Commission to 
fully support SMEs in overcoming all 
barriers that prevent their access to third-
country markets; requests the inclusion of 
an SME chapter in every trade agreement; 
underlines the need for the effective 
enforcement of trade agreements as a 
priority task of the Chief Trade 
Enforcement Officer;

2. Encourages the Commission to 
fully support SMEs in overcoming all 
barriers that prevent their access to third-
country markets; calls on the Commission 
to reduce administrative and regulatory 
burden for SMEs and facilitate 
surpassing of red tape; calls on the 
Commission to support SMEs focusing on 
green technologies and innovations that 
are already exporting goods and services 
to third countries and thereby, foster 
conditions for level playing field; requests 
the inclusion of an SME chapter in every 
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trade agreement; underlines the need for 
the effective enforcement of trade 
agreements as a priority task of the Chief 
Trade Enforcement Officer; clear and 
strong efforts should be made in order to 
re-start International cooperation and 
revive a functioning multilateral dispute 
settlement system.

Or. en

Amendment 27
Urmas Paet, Barry Andrews, Dita Charanzová, Nicola Danti, Jérémy Decerle, Svenja 
Hahn, Liesje Schreinemacher, Marie-Pierre Vedrenne

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Encourages the Commission to 
fully support SMEs in overcoming all 
barriers that prevent their access to third-
country markets; requests the inclusion of 
an SME chapter in every trade agreement; 
underlines the need for the effective 
enforcement of trade agreements as a 
priority task of the Chief Trade 
Enforcement Officer;

2. Underlines that global markets are 
a crucial source of growth for SMEs; 
notes however that only 600 000 SMEs 
export goods outside the EU; encourages 
the Commission to fully support SMEs and 
to effectively implement the new SME 
strategy in order to overcome all barriers 
that prevent their access to international 
markets; requests therefore for the 
Commission to continue the inclusion of 
an SME chapter in every trade agreement; 
underlines the need for the effective 
enforcement of trade agreements as a 
priority task of the Chief Trade 
Enforcement Officer (CTEO); welcomes 
the recent appointment of the first CTEO 
and highlights its important role in 
ensuring that SMEs get maximum value 
from EU trade agreements;

Or. en

Amendment 28
Jörgen Warborn, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Iuliu Winkler, Massimiliano Salini
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Encourages the Commission to 
fully support SMEs in overcoming all 
barriers that prevent their access to third-
country markets; requests the inclusion of 
an SME chapter in every trade agreement; 
underlines the need for the effective 
enforcement of trade agreements as a 
priority task of the Chief Trade 
Enforcement Officer;

2. Encourages the Commission to 
fully support SMEs in overcoming all 
barriers that prevent their access to third-
country markets; requests the inclusion of 
an SME chapter in every trade agreement 
as done in the EU-Japan agreement and 
the modernised Agreement with Mexico, 
and that they should be included when 
revising existing FTAs; underlines the 
need for the effective enforcement of trade 
agreements, especially for SMEs, as a 
priority task of the Chief Trade 
Enforcement Officer;

Or. en

Amendment 29
Tiziana Beghin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Encourages the Commission to 
fully support SMEs in overcoming all 
barriers that prevent their access to third-
country markets; requests the inclusion of 
an SME chapter in every trade agreement; 
underlines the need for the effective 
enforcement of trade agreements as a 
priority task of the Chief Trade 
Enforcement Officer;

2. Encourages the Commission to 
fully support SMEs in overcoming all 
tariff and non-tariff barriers that prevent 
their access to third-country markets; 
requests the inclusion of an SME chapter in 
every trade agreement; underlines the need 
for the effective enforcement of trade 
agreements as a priority task of the Chief 
Trade Enforcement Officer; reminds the 
importance to have harmonized and 
simplified custom procedures to help 
micro and SMEs to enter into export 
markets;

Or. en
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Amendment 30
Seán Kelly, Gabriel Mato, Christophe Hansen, Enikő Győri

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Encourages the Commission to 
fully support SMEs in overcoming all 
barriers that prevent their access to third-
country markets; requests the inclusion of 
an SME chapter in every trade agreement; 
underlines the need for the effective 
enforcement of trade agreements as a 
priority task of the Chief Trade 
Enforcement Officer;

2. Calls on the Commission to fully 
support SMEs in overcoming barriers that 
prevent their access to third-country 
markets; Welcomes the commitments 
made by the Commission to include SME 
chapters in every trade agreement to 
ensure legal security for SMEs; underlines 
the need for the effective enforcement of 
trade agreements as a priority task of the 
Chief Trade Enforcement Officer;

Or. en

Amendment 31
Yannick Jadot

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Encourages the Commission to 
fully support SMEs in overcoming all 
barriers that prevent their access to third-
country markets; requests the inclusion of 
an SME chapter in every trade agreement; 
underlines the need for the effective 
enforcement of trade agreements as a 
priority task of the Chief Trade 
Enforcement Officer;

2. Welcomes the Commission effort 
to develop specific tools to facilitate SMEs 
access to third-country markets; requests 
the inclusion of an SME chapter in every 
trade agreement; underlines the need for 
the effective enforcement of trade 
agreements as a priority task of the Chief 
Trade Enforcement Officer;

Or. en

Amendment 32
Tiziana Beghin

Draft opinion
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Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 a. In this regard, reminds the 
Commission that all SMEs chapters in 
Trade agreements should tackle the most 
common obstacles for European micro 
and SMEs such as the limited information 
about the working of the foreign markets, 
and in particular difficulties in accessing 
export distribution channels and in 
contacting overseas customers; costly 
product standards and certification 
procedures, and, in particular, a lack of 
information about requirements in the 
foreign country; unfamiliar and 
burdensome customs and bureaucratic 
procedures; and poor access to finance 
and slow payment mechanisms.

Or. en

Amendment 33
Urmas Paet, Barry Andrews, Dita Charanzová, Nicola Danti, Jérémy Decerle, Svenja 
Hahn, Liesje Schreinemacher, Marie-Pierre Vedrenne

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 a. Highlights the significance of the 
ongoing plurilateral WTO negotiations on 
e-commerce; calls for a comprehensive 
and ambitious set of rules, to facilitate the 
free flow of data across borders while 
guaranteeing European data protection 
standards, to address digital trade barriers 
including data localisation requirements 
and ensure that businesses, especially 
SMEs, can compete globally on a level 
playing field;

Or. en
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Amendment 34
Tiziana Beghin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 b. Reminds that SMEs are not always 
aware of trade preferences in force 
foreseen by the relevant trade agreements; 
Calls the Commission to better inform on 
active trade arrangements and 
preferences both directly and involving 
Member States;

Or. en

Amendment 35
Gabriel Mato

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls on the Commission to be 
more active in its support of national and 
regional export agencies in order to allow 
SMEs to overcome the information gap 
and take better advantage of trade 
agreements; opines, in this respect, that the 
Commission could set up an SME 
internationalisation platform to monitor 
progress;

3. Calls on the Commission to be 
more active in its support of national and 
regional export agencies as well as SME 
business organisations at EU, national 
and regional level in order to allow SMEs 
to overcome the information gap and take 
better advantage of trade agreements; 
opines, in this respect, that the Commission 
could set up an SME internationalisation 
platform to monitor progress; welcomes 
that the EU Delegations have a crucial 
role in providing support to SMEs by 
addressing queries and practical 
difficulties of SMEs linked to the 
implementation of FTAs;

Or. en

Amendment 36
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Miroslav Číž, Kathleen Van Brempt, Inma Rodríguez-Piñero

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls on the Commission to be 
more active in its support of national and 
regional export agencies in order to allow 
SMEs to overcome the information gap 
and take better advantage of trade 
agreements; opines, in this respect, that the 
Commission could set up an SME 
internationalisation platform to monitor 
progress;

3. Calls on the Commission to be 
more active in its support of national and 
regional export agencies in order to allow 
SMEs to overcome the information gap 
and take better advantage of trade 
agreements; opines, in this respect, that the 
Commission could set up an SME 
internationalisation platform to monitor 
progress; notes that this platform could 
include circular economy proofing, 
whereby Commission could clearly 
indicate whether imported products into 
the EU satisfy EUs recyclability 
standards;

Or. en

Amendment 37
Urmas Paet, Barry Andrews, Dita Charanzová, Nicola Danti, Jérémy Decerle, Svenja 
Hahn, Liesje Schreinemacher, Marie-Pierre Vedrenne

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls on the Commission to be 
more active in its support of national and 
regional export agencies in order to allow 
SMEs to overcome the information gap 
and take better advantage of trade 
agreements; opines, in this respect, that the 
Commission could set up an SME 
internationalisation platform to monitor 
progress;

3. Calls on the Commission to be 
more active in its support of national and 
regional export agencies in order to allow 
SMEs to overcome the information gap 
and take better advantage of trade 
agreements; opines, in this respect, that the 
Commission could set up an SME 
internationalisation platform to monitor 
progress; recalls that the EU Delegations 
also have a crucial role in providing 
support by addressing queries and 
practical difficulties of SMEs linked to the 
implementation of FTAs;
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Or. en

Amendment 38
Tiziana Beghin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls on the Commission to be 
more active in its support of national and 
regional export agencies in order to allow 
SMEs to overcome the information gap 
and take better advantage of trade 
agreements; opines, in this respect, that the 
Commission could set up an SME 
internationalisation platform to monitor 
progress;

3. Calls on the Commission to be 
more active in its support of national and 
regional export agencies in order to allow 
SMEs to overcome the information gap 
and take better advantage of trade 
agreements; opines, in this respect, that the 
Commission could set up an SME 
internationalisation platform to monitor 
progress and to facilitate the role of trade 
fairs and exhibitions as an effective tool to 
help SME access in global markets;

Or. en

Amendment 39
Seán Kelly, Gabriel Mato, Enikő Győri, Christophe Hansen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Calls on the Commission to be 
more active in its support of national and 
regional export agencies in order to allow 
SMEs to overcome the information gap 
and take better advantage of trade 
agreements; opines, in this respect, that the 
Commission could set up an SME 
internationalisation platform to monitor 
progress;

3. Calls on the Commission to be 
more active in its support of national and 
regional export agencies in order to allow 
SMEs to overcome the information gap 
and take better advantage of trade 
agreements; opines, in this respect, that the 
Commission should set up an SME 
internationalisation platform to monitor 
progress and provide technical assistance 
to SMEs in accessing new markets;

Or. en
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Amendment 40
Yannick Jadot

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 a. Calls for specific programmes to 
be financed at EU and national scales to 
enhance SME access to training and 
mentoring; underlines that climate-
related technology transfer should 
be further encouraged in bilateral trade 
and investment agreements by flanking 
measures which encourage the 
involvement of SMEs and global supply 
chain intermediaries in the development o
f knowledge acquisition; adds that 
particular attention should be given to 
promote female entrepreneurship;

Or. en

Amendment 41
Urmas Paet, Barry Andrews, Dita Charanzová, Nicola Danti, Jérémy Decerle, Svenja 
Hahn, Liesje Schreinemacher, Marie-Pierre Vedrenne

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Calls on the Commission to take 
greater account of the role of SMEs when 
it comes to negotiating public procurement 
chapters in trade agreements; welcomes the 
announcement from the Commission that it 
will launch a new information portal on 
customs procedures and formalities; calls 
on the Commission to deliver on its 
objective of launching a self-assessment 
tool for rules of origin to help SMEs assess 
whether a product benefits from 
preferences under a given trade agreement;

4. Calls on the Commission to take 
into account SME specifities in all 
chapters of trade and investment 
negotiations, including when it comes to 
negotiating public procurement chapters in 
trade agreements; welcomes the 
announcement from the Commission that it 
will launch a new information portal to 
raise awareness of SMEs on trade policies 
and provide detailed information on 
customs procedures and formalities for 
exporting to third countries; asks the 
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Commission to reach out to businesses at 
the earliest possible stage when setting up 
new information portals or improving 
already existing ones to ensure that the 
information needs of SMEs in particular 
can be met in a practical way; calls on the 
Commission to deliver on its objective of 
launching a self-assessment tool for rules 
of origin to help SMEs assess whether a 
product benefits from preferences under a 
given trade agreement; reiterates, in this 
context also the importance of 
streamlined and simplified rules of origin;

Or. en

Amendment 42
Miroslav Číž, Paolo De Castro, Inma Rodríguez-Piñero

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Calls on the Commission to take 
greater account of the role of SMEs when 
it comes to negotiating public procurement 
chapters in trade agreements; welcomes the 
announcement from the Commission that it 
will launch a new information portal on 
customs procedures and formalities; calls 
on the Commission to deliver on its 
objective of launching a self-assessment 
tool for rules of origin to help SMEs assess 
whether a product benefits from 
preferences under a given trade agreement;

4. Calls on the Commission to take 
greater account of the role of SMEs when 
it comes to negotiating public procurement 
chapters in trade agreements; welcomes the 
announcement from the Commission that it 
will launch a new information portal on 
customs procedures and formalities; calls 
on the Commission to deliver on its 
objective of launching a self-assessment 
tool for rules of origin to help SMEs assess 
whether a product benefits from 
preferences under a given trade agreement; 
reiterates the importance of clear rules on 
cross border data flows in achieving EUs 
digital strategy objectives; reiterates that 
SMEs will play a pivotal role in scaling up 
data driven technologies and businesses; 
underlines the need to promote 
interoperability and access to data 
internationally in order optimize various 
processes in international trade;

Or. en
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Amendment 43
Seán Kelly, Christophe Hansen, Gabriel Mato, Jörgen Warborn, Enikő Győri, 
Massimiliano Salini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Calls on the Commission to take 
greater account of the role of SMEs when 
it comes to negotiating public procurement 
chapters in trade agreements; welcomes the 
announcement from the Commission that it 
will launch a new information portal on 
customs procedures and formalities; calls 
on the Commission to deliver on its 
objective of launching a self-assessment 
tool for rules of origin to help SMEs assess 
whether a product benefits from 
preferences under a given trade agreement;

4. Calls on the Commission to 
facilitate participation of SMEs in public 
procurement when it comes to negotiating 
chapters in trade agreements; welcomes the 
announcement from the Commission that it 
will launch a new information portal on 
customs procedures and provide user-
friendly, up-to-date and practical 
information on trade policy and in 
particular on FTAs; calls on the 
Commission to deliver on its objective of 
launching a simplified self-assessment tool 
for rules of origin and life cycle analysis, 
where a particular focus should be placed 
on risk assessment, to help SMEs assess 
whether a product benefits from 
preferences under a given trade agreement 
and how they can take advantage of 
strategic diversification of supply chains;

Or. en

Amendment 44
Yannick Jadot

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Calls on the Commission to take 
greater account of the role of SMEs when 
it comes to negotiating public 
procurement chapters in trade 
agreements; welcomes the announcement 
from the Commission that it will launch a 

4. Welcomes the announcement of the 
Commission that it will launch a new 
information portal on customs procedures 
and formalities; calls on the Commission to 
deliver on its objective of launching a self-
assessment tool for rules of origin to help 
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new information portal on customs 
procedures and formalities; calls on the 
Commission to deliver on its objective of 
launching a self-assessment tool for rules 
of origin to help SMEs assess whether a 
product benefits from preferences under a 
given trade agreement;

SMEs assess whether a product benefits 
from preferences under a given trade 
agreement; calls on the Commission to 
reconsider the international dimension of 
its public procurement policy with regard 
to goals defined in the Green Deal, such 
as advancing a circular economy, 
increasing the resilience of supply chains 
for public goods, and facilitating SMEs 
access to public tenders through a Small 
Business Act and a Buy European Act;

Or. en

Amendment 45
Emmanuel Maurel, Helmut Scholz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 bis. Urges the European Commission 
to propose an ambitious, effective and 
binding European legal framework, based 
on due diligence, to ensure sustainable 
supply chains in the EU market and thus 
defend sustainable European SMEs ;

Or. en

Amendment 46
Gabriel Mato

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Recalls that access to financing is 
essential for SMEs; asks the European 
Investment Bank to pay particular attention 
to SMEs when defining its policies; draws 
particular attention to SMEs, which need 
funding and technical assistance to comply 

5. Recalls that access to financing is 
essential for SMEs considering the greater 
difficulties of access to finance in some 
Member States; calls on the Commission 
to address this financial access gap and 
ensure that SMEs compete on a level 
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with the Green Deal and digitalisation 
objectives in order to remain competitive;

playing field; asks the European 
Investment Bank to pay particular attention 
to SMEs when defining its policies; draws 
particular attention to SMEs, which need 
funding, technical assistance as well as 
reducing regulatory burden to comply 
with the Green Deal and digitalisation 
objectives in order to remain competitive; 
stresses that digitalisation offers several 
benefits to SMEs, such as providing new 
opportunities to offer digital services or 
products and expanding their market 
access;

Or. en

Amendment 47
Seán Kelly, Enikő Győri, Gabriel Mato, Jörgen Warborn, Christophe Hansen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Recalls that access to financing is 
essential for SMEs; asks the European 
Investment Bank to pay particular attention 
to SMEs when defining its policies; draws 
particular attention to SMEs, which need 
funding and technical assistance to comply 
with the Green Deal and digitalisation 
objectives in order to remain competitive;

5. Recalls that access to financing is 
essential for SMEs; asks the European 
Investment Bank to pay particular attention 
to SMEs when defining its policies, such 
as micro financing loans, and technical 
assistance to comply with the Green Deal 
and digitalisation objectives as well as 
reducing regulatory burden in order to 
remain competitive; Notes that the 
Commission needs to remove barriers to 
green growth and eco-innovation for 
SMEs to ensure that the Green Deal is an 
economic opportunity for SMEs.

Or. en

Amendment 48
Miroslav Číž, Paolo De Castro, Inma Rodríguez-Piñero

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5
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Draft opinion Amendment

5. Recalls that access to financing is 
essential for SMEs; asks the European 
Investment Bank to pay particular attention 
to SMEs when defining its policies; draws 
particular attention to SMEs, which need 
funding and technical assistance to comply 
with the Green Deal and digitalisation 
objectives in order to remain competitive;

5. Recalls that access to financing is 
essential for SMEs; asks the European 
Investment Bank to pay particular attention 
to SMEs when defining its policies; draws 
particular attention to SMEs, which need 
funding and technical assistance to comply 
with the Green Deal and digitalisation 
objectives in order to remain competitive; 
recalls that this also includes making 
progress on investment facilitation 
agreement, e-commerce directive and 
continued work on multilateral services 
agreement;

Or. en

Amendment 49
Yannick Jadot

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Recalls that access to financing is 
essential for SMEs; asks the European 
Investment Bank to pay particular attention 
to SMEs when defining its policies; draws 
particular attention to SMEs, which need 
funding and technical assistance to 
comply with the Green Deal and 
digitalisation objectives in order to remain 
competitive;

5. Recalls that access to financing is 
essential for SMEs; asks the European 
Investment Bank to pay particular attention 
to SMEs when defining its policies; calls 
for facilitating as much as possible their 
access to finance, including easy access to 
R&D funds, and providing enhanced 
technical support, with the view to 
accelerate and take advantage of the green 
and digital transformation;

Or. en

Amendment 50
Enikő Győri, Seán Kelly

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)



PE657.238v02-00 28/40 AM\1212635EN.docx

EN

Draft opinion Amendment

5 a. Calls on the Commission to 
rethink and rewrite its SME Strategy 
presented on 10 March 2020. The strategy 
has to be updated to reflect the financing 
needs of SMEs during the pandemic in 
order to save businesses and jobs. The 
survival and recovery of SMEs, family 
businesses and self-employed persons 
means the survival of the European 
economy; they are the key for the Union 
to get back on its feet as quickly as 
possible after the COVID-19 pandemic is 
gone;

Or. en

Amendment 51
Tiziana Beghin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 a. Reminds the importance played by 
the the rise of global value chains(GVCs) 
and the digital transformation, offering 
new opportunities for SMEs to integrate 
into the global economy. Calls on the 
Commission to continue its work on 
GVCs focusing on tools to help European 
SMEs to specialise in specific segments of 
production and improve their export 
basket.

Or. en

Amendment 52
Miroslav Číž, Raphaël Glucksmann, Paolo De Castro, Kathleen Van Brempt, Inma 
Rodríguez-Piñero

Draft opinion
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Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on the Commission to 
strengthen the EU’s safeguard and trade 
defence instruments in order to better 
protect European industry, in particular 
when it affects sectors with a majority of 
SMEs.

6. Calls on the Commission to 
strengthen the EU’s safeguard and trade 
defence instruments in order to better 
protect European industry, in particular 
when it affects sectors with a majority of 
SMEs; recognizes that the world is facing 
unprecedented and unforeseeable 
challenges, which is why a smart re-
shoring and an EU wide strategy for 
protection of EU strategic sectors should 
be part of the EU SME strategy in order 
to improve the self-sufficiency of the 
European Union. Including, ensuring 
level playing field via the imposition of 
carbon border adjustment mechanism. 
Underlines that improving the resilience 
of various strategic supply chains and 
reducing reliance of EU industry on third 
countries should be a key element in the 
new SME strategy;

Or. en

Amendment 53
Seán Kelly, Enikő Győri, Gabriel Mato, Christophe Hansen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on the Commission to 
strengthen the EU’s safeguard and trade 
defence instruments in order to better 
protect European industry, in particular 
when it affects sectors with a majority of 
SMEs.

6. Calls on the Commission to 
effectively implement the EU’s safeguard 
and trade defence instruments in order to 
better protect European industry, in 
particular when it affects sectors with a 
majority of SMEs; underlines the need to 
focus on implementation and enforcement 
of our trade agreements, for breaches of 
both market access and trade and 
sustainable development commitments, in 
order to effectively address market 
distortions so that SMEs do not face a 
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competitive disadvantage. urges the 
Commission, in this regard, to enhance 
the role of the SME Trade Defence 
Helpdesk to both increase support to 
SMEs in accessing trade defence 
instruments and to enhance 
communication to SMEs of the tools 
available in addressing distortions in 
markets.

Or. en

Amendment 54
Christophe Hansen, Seán Kelly

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on the Commission to 
strengthen the EU’s safeguard and trade 
defence instruments in order to better 
protect European industry, in particular 
when it affects sectors with a majority of 
SMEs.

6. Calls on the Commission to 
strengthen the EU’s safeguard and trade 
defence instruments in order to better 
protect European industry, in particular 
when it affects sectors with a majority of 
SMEs; Refers to the July 2020 Special 
Report1a issued by the European Court of 
Auditors, which pointed out that the 
administrative hurdles for SMEs to access 
trade defence procedures are still very 
high and that TDIs are not sufficiently 
promoted among all sectors of European 
industry; urges the Commission in this 
context to assess and reduce the 
administrative burden for SMEs and to 
increase its outreach;
_________________
1a 
https://www.eca.europa.eu/lists/ecadocum
ents/sr20_17/sr_trade_defence_instrumen
ts_en.pdf

Or. en
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Amendment 55
Yannick Jadot

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on the Commission to 
strengthen the EU’s safeguard and trade 
defence instruments in order to better 
protect European industry, in particular 
when it affects sectors with a majority of 
SMEs.

6. Calls on the Commission to 
strengthen the EU’s safeguard and trade 
defence instruments in order to better 
protect European industry, in particular 
when it affects sectors with a majority of 
SMEs; calls on the EU 
to adequately examine interest of security 
and public order regarding incoming FDI 
and acquisitions and flank 
them with a pan-
European screening coordination mechan
ism, especially regarding strategic sectors 
such as health, food or technologies.

Or. en

Amendment 56
Tiziana Beghin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on the Commission to 
strengthen the EU’s safeguard and trade 
defence instruments in order to better 
protect European industry, in particular 
when it affects sectors with a majority of 
SMEs.

6. Calls on the Commission to 
strengthen the EU’s safeguard and trade 
defence instruments in order to better 
protect European industry, in particular 
when it affects sectors with a majority of 
SMEs. Asks, in this regard, that the 
Commission foresees a more immediate 
and direct mechanism for SMEs to lodge 
their complaints in case of unfair trade 
practices.

Or. en
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Amendment 57
Urmas Paet, Barry Andrews, Dita Charanzová, Nicola Danti, Jérémy Decerle, Svenja 
Hahn, Liesje Schreinemacher, Marie-Pierre Vedrenne

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on the Commission to 
strengthen the EU’s safeguard and trade 
defence instruments in order to better 
protect European industry, in particular 
when it affects sectors with a majority of 
SMEs.

6. Calls on the Commission to 
strengthen the EU’s trade toolbox in order 
to better protect European businesses, in 
particular when it affects sectors with a 
majority of SMEs; urges the Commission 
to raise more awareness among 
stakeholders about trade defence 
instruments (TDI) and increase its 
support to SMEs in facilitating their 
access to TDIs.

Or. en

Amendment 58
Miroslav Číž, Raphaël Glucksmann, Paolo De Castro, Kathleen Van Brempt, Inma 
Rodríguez-Piñero

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 – subparagraph 1 (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

Stresses that the EU is experiencing an 
economic and social shock resulting in 
rapidly rising unemployment rates as well 
as sinking of the EU GDP in the second 
quarter of2020 by 12.1%; reminds that 
different regions in the EU are more 
adversely impacted than others; stresses 
the need for strong social safeguards and 
social inclusion in the SME strategy in 
order to balance this stark reality; recalls 
that this crisis is also an unprecedented 
opportunity to shift our priorities towards 
a more social and sustainable modus 
operandi; underlines that eliminating tax 
competition within the EU would 
significantly contribute towards social 
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stability in the EU and could also 
contribute towards upskilling and 
reskilling of workers;

Or. en

Amendment 59
Inma Rodríguez-Piñero, Miroslav Číž

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 a. Calls on the Commission to 
continue its efforts to support MSMEs, 
with specific focus on, and measures for 
women-led MSMEs; calls on the EU and 
its Member States to pay particular 
attention to the special circumstances of 
women-led MSMEs when establishing 
export help-desks, to take advantage of 
the possibilities created by FTAs and to 
strengthen services, technologies and 
infrastructures (such as access to 
internet) that are of particular importance 
to the economic empowerment of women 
and women-led MSMEs; calls on the 
Commission to help set up partnerships 
between female entrepreneurs in the EU 
and their counterparts in developing 
countries.

Or. en

Amendment 60
Carles Puigdemont i Casamajó

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 a. Applauds the Commission for 
having taken the Decision (EU) 
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2020/1101 of 23 July 2020 in order to 
extend the validity period on relief from 
import duties and VAT exemption on 
importation granted for goods needed to 
combat the effects of the COVID–19 
outbreak during 2020, a decision that 
takes burdens out of European SMEs;

Or. en

Amendment 61
Emmanuel Maurel, Helmut Scholz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 bis. Stresses that European SMEs have 
been severely affected by the Covid-19 
pandemic; underlines its strong 
dependence on supplies; calls for long-
term measures to strengthen a more 
integrated, local and robust European 
industrial sovereignty in order to avoid 
disruptions in supply chains;

Or. en

Amendment 62
Jörgen Warborn, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Iuliu Winkler, Massimiliano Salini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 a. Calls for a particular focus on 
SMEs in the current EU trade policy 
review in order to create better 
opportunities for SMEs; asks the 
Commission to make the "Think Small 
First" principle a vocal point of European 
trade policy to spur growth and 
development of SMEs;
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Or. en

Amendment 63
Tiziana Beghin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 a. Calls for the Commission to speed 
up investigations in sectors where SMEs 
are preeminent.

Or. en

Amendment 64
Jörgen Warborn, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Iuliu Winkler, Massimiliano Salini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 b. Reiterates its call on the 
Commission to monitor the effects of its 
trade policy on SMEs, for example by 
ensuring a good representation of SMEs 
in the public consultation process in order 
to make sure that their views are properly 
and adequately collected, analysed and 
represented in the impact assessments;

Or. en

Amendment 65
Carles Puigdemont i Casamajó

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment
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6 b. Urges the Commission and the 
Member States to champion the digital 
transformation of SMEs, by modernising 
regulatory frameworks and strengthening 
capacity of SMEs to participate in the 
digital economy; urges the Commission 
and the Member States to develop 
capacity-building initiatives for exporting 
SMEs;

Or. en

Amendment 66
Emmanuel Maurel, Helmut Scholz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 ter. Promote and support local 
purchasing programs to support our 
SMEs ;

Or. en

Amendment 67
Jörgen Warborn, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Iuliu Winkler, Massimiliano Salini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 c. Calls on the Commission, Member 
States and local governments to make 
business climate and competitiveness 
paramount priorities on their political 
agendas, and foster an entrepreneurial 
culture throughout the single market, 
where innovation, problem solving, risk 
taking, job creation and contributing to 
the prosperity of the EU is rewarded;

Or. en
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Amendment 68
Carles Puigdemont i Casamajó

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 c. Encourages uptake and investment 
in new technologies, skills and innovation 
and support existing SMEs to take 
advantage of the benefits of the digital 
transformation, and promote the 
development of smart transport modes 
and tourism destinations;

Or. en

Amendment 69
Emmanuel Maurel, Helmut Scholz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 quater. Calls for preferential 
access for European SMEs to European 
public procurement ;

Or. en

Amendment 70
Jörgen Warborn, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Iuliu Winkler, Massimiliano Salini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 d. Welcomes the Commission’s 
commitment to introduce a "one in - one 
out" principle when creating new laws as 
a first step to stem the tide of new 
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regulation and cut red tape, but reminds 
that it merely maintains status quo, which 
is not a sufficient ambition; calls also for 
more clarity on how the Commission 
intends integrate this principle in terms of 
trade policy;

Or. en

Amendment 71
Carles Puigdemont i Casamajó

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 d. Is of the opinion that the Union 
should show leadership in addressing 
constraints and challenges when it comes 
to internationalisation by advocating for 
simplified rules oforigin, dedicated 
chapters for SMEs in its free trade 
agreements (FTAs) with third countries 
and pushing for an inclusive and 
ambitious SME agenda at the WTO;

Or. en

Amendment 72
Carles Puigdemont i Casamajó

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 e. Calls on the Commission to enable 
micro- and small-sized enterprises to 
develop a stronger position in global 
supply chains with an increase on the 
information available to SMEs on new 
opportunities and the possible linkages 
and partnerships with larger businesses; 
recommends the European External 
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Action Service that the Delegations of the 
Union in third countries should establish 
strategic dialogue platforms with business 
networks;

Or. en

Amendment 73
Jörgen Warborn, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Iuliu Winkler, Massimiliano Salini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 e. Calls on the Commission to 
present a roadmap towards achieving a 
reduction of at least 30 % of outdated 
rules and regulations affecting SMEs, in 
order to decrease administrative burdens 
and cost pressure, promote 
competitiveness and make a real impact 
for SMEs to grow and prosper within the 
EU;

Or. en

Amendment 74
Jörgen Warborn, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Iuliu Winkler, Massimiliano Salini

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 f (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 f. Stresses the importance of IPR 
strategies for SMEs in order for them to 
protect their R&D investments and collect 
growth capital; calls therefore for a 
reinforcement of cross-border cooperation 
on IPR, for example through a wide 
territorial application of the new Unitary 
Patent (UP)/ Unitary Patent Court (UPC) 
framework throughout the EU, which 
could increase legal certainty and lower 
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cost for SMEs to ensure IPR and operate 
on a European level;

Or. en

Amendment 75
Carles Puigdemont i Casamajó

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 f (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 f. Urges the Commission and the 
Member States to champion the digital 
transformation of transport and tourism, 
by modernising regulatory frameworks 
and strengthening capacity of SMEs to 
participate in the digital economy; urges 
the Commission and the Member States to 
develop capacity-building initiatives such 
as travel-tech incubators, accelerators, 
mentoring opportunities and other non-
tech initiatives;

Or. en


