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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the progress made through Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade 
(FLEGT) Voluntary Partnership Agreements (VPAs), especially in Indonesia, and the 
increased dialogue between governments, industry and civil society in several countries 
resulting from the VPA process; is convinced that the EU should continue to engage with 
VPA countries to ensure it remains an attractive alternative to export markets with less 
stringent environmental standards; welcomes the Commission’s upcoming fitness check 
of the FLEGT Regulation and the EU Timber Regulation; 

2. Calls on the Commission to step up capacity support to VPA countries in order to 
accelerate the implementation of the commitments made, including combatting 
corruption and greenwashing, enhancing good governance, and exploring the inclusion of 
more ambitious sustainable forestry provisions in trade and sustainable development 
chapters;

3. Calls on the EU to more closely cooperate with like-minded importing countries in the 
fight against deforestation and climate change while safeguarding avenues for legal trade;

4. Underlines the importance of measures ensuring that demand is in line with the stated 
goals, as the EU is a major importer of commodities associated with deforestation; 

5. Believes that the FLEGT licensing process complements voluntary third-party 
certification, and that it is particularly beneficial for smaller operators that often struggle 
to obtain certification through private sector schemes.


