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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Development, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Highlights that, while there are a number of dynamic middle income countries on the 
African continent, its economic development is still relatively weak in comparison to 
other parts of the world; stresses that many of its countries will therefore face almost 
insurmountable challenges caused by the COVID-19 crisis and the effects of climate 
change;

2. Welcomes the announcement from the G20 on a temporary moratorium on debt 
repayments for the weakest developing countries;

3. Highlights that the European Union still has important economic ties with African 
states, and that China has intensified its economic engagement in Africa;

4. Underlines that the role of many African states in the international division of labour 
does not promote their sustainable development;

5. Calls on the Commission to reform its current version of its strategy entitled ‘Towards a 
comprehensive Strategy with Africa’ with a view to addressing the needs of the African 
regions in the wake of this health and economic crisis;

6. Calls on the Commission to support Africa in its ambitions for a continental free trade 
area by making the necessary adjustments in order to implement its Economic 
Partnership Agreements (EPAs) and make them fit the project of the Continental Free 
Trade Area;

7. Underlines that the fragmented implementation of EPAs has resulted in a lack of 
substantial progress in supporting regional integration, capacity-building on border 
cooperation, and improvements in investment climates and good governance; 

8. Calls for a concrete proposal that establishes common initiatives on a renewable energy 
supply on the African continent;

9. Emphasises the need for substantial sustainable investments that enable leapfrogging in 
the African states;

10. Underlines that empowering civil society, and thereby including a social counterpart in 
investment, is a vital aspect of EU policies towards and with the African states.


