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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

In June 2012 the EU and Central American countries signed an Association Agreement (AA) 
which creates a new framework for bilateral relations. This AA relies on three equally 
important interconnected pillars: political dialogue, cooperation and trade. 

The trade pillar of the AA has been provisionally applied since 2013 and entailed closer trade 
relations between both sides. However, the other two pillars have not started to be operational 
yet for the AA. To be fully applied all National Parliaments of the EU Member States must 
give its respective consent.  Progressively, Member States have passed this piece of 
legislation but still today, two MS need to do so. 

This AA has shown clear benefits for all parts involved. Nevertheless, some CA countries can 
take more advantage of it than others due to their economic structure. For the latter, the 
application of the political dialogue and cooperation pillars is of the outmost interest for their 
social and economic development. 

In the light of the above the rapporteur encourages to these two MS to give its respective 
assent, he advises the quick update of this AA and he also recommends that Parliament gives 
its consent to the conclusion of the additional protocol on the participation of Croatia in the 
Association Agreement between the European Union and its Member States, of the one part, 
and the Central American countries, of the other part. 

******

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to recommend that Parliament give its consent to the draft Council 
decision on the Protocol to the Agreement establishing an Association between the European 
Union and its Member States, on the one hand, and Central America on the other, to take 
account of the accession of the Republic of Croatia to the European Union. 


