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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Recalls that small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) are the backbone of the EU 
economy; underlines that the proper functioning of the internal market and the creation 
of a capital market union remains an absolute priority for SMEs;

2. Encourages the Commission to fully support SMEs in overcoming all barriers that 
prevent their access to third-country markets; requests the inclusion of an SME chapter 
in every trade agreement; underlines the need for the effective enforcement of trade 
agreements as a priority task of the Chief Trade Enforcement Officer;

3. Calls on the Commission to be more active in its support of national and regional export 
agencies in order to allow SMEs to overcome the information gap and take better 
advantage of trade agreements; opines, in this respect, that the Commission could set up 
an SME internationalisation platform to monitor progress;

4. Calls on the Commission to take greater account of the role of SMEs when it comes to 
negotiating public procurement chapters in trade agreements; welcomes the 
announcement from the Commission that it will launch a new information portal on 
customs procedures and formalities; calls on the Commission to deliver on its objective 
of launching a self-assessment tool for rules of origin to help SMEs assess whether a 
product benefits from preferences under a given trade agreement;

5. Recalls that access to financing is essential for SMEs; asks the European Investment 
Bank to pay particular attention to SMEs when defining its policies; draws particular 
attention to SMEs, which need funding and technical assistance to comply with the 
Green Deal and digitalisation objectives in order to remain competitive;

6. Calls on the Commission to strengthen the EU’s safeguard and trade defence 
instruments in order to better protect European industry, in particular when it affects 
sectors with a majority of SMEs.


