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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that trade policy is an essential tool for implementing the circular economy and 
the EU’s sustainability agenda globally; underlines that increased recycling can reduce 
the EU’s reliance on imports of raw materials, and points to the need to decouple 
economic growth from resource use in order to ensure the long-term sustainability of 
global value chains; 

2. Regrets the lack of international and European standards on waste quality as this hinders 
a viable trade policy that is conducive to the circular economy; calls on the Commission 
to present harmonised standards on waste quality and a legal definition of recyclable 
waste, and to include these in future FTAs;

3. Notes that in the transition to a circular economy particular attention must be given to 
key supply chains where the EU’s environmental footprint is significant; 

4. Calls on the Commission to identify and abolish barriers that prevent or restrict market 
access for circular products from outside the EU and to investigate the possibilities and 
benefits of reducing tariffs on certain products in order to encourage the development of 
the circular economy;

5. Urges the Commission to ensure that FTAs reflect the objectives of the circular 
economy by including strong, binding and enforceable sustainable development 
chapters; suggests that the circular economy should be addressed in a cross-cutting 
manner in all relevant FTA chapters; 

6. Encourages the Commission to engage with the EU’s trading partners to further support 
the objectives of the circular economy; stresses that particular attention must be given to 
how less developed partner countries can benefit from the circular economy; calls for an 
assessment of the impact of increased intra-EU recycling rates on countries strongly 
relying on waste imports.


