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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on the Internal Market and 
Consumer Protection, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
into its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes that the European Union needs to take urgent steps to close the gap with the US 
and China to be at the forefront of ensuring a competitive data-driven global economy; 

2. Strongly supports multilateral solutions for digital trade rules and calls for the 
plurilateral WTO negotiations on e-commerce to be concluded; regrets that, in the 
absence of global rules, EU companies are faced with non-tariff barriers in digital trade 
such as unjustified data localisation and mandatory technology transfer requirements; 
supports making the WTO moratorium on electronic transmissions permanent; 

3. Notes that data access and processing are often indispensable to providing competitive 
digital services; calls on the Commission to adopt digital trade rules that increase the 
competitiveness of EU business and facilitate the free transfer of data flows across 
borders while respecting EU data protection rules;

4. Reminds the Commission that any proposal on the digital single market should fully 
respect the EU’s international obligations, including WTO and bilateral trade 
agreements; urges the Commission to fully assess the geopolitical and strategic 
implications of its proposals; 

5. Welcomes the conclusion of the rules-based Asian Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) agreement, which deepens the economic integration of the region; 
regrets, however, the lack of a robust sustainable development chapter in the RCEP; 
believes that the conclusion of the RCEP should encourage the EU to help set global 
rules for the digital economy; supports in this regard the establishment of an EU-US 
Trade and Technology Council and the work on a Transatlantic AI Agreement to help 
facilitate trade and the development of compatible rules and standards in digital trade; 

6. Underlines the role of digital trade in facilitating access to global value chains for SMEs 
and contributing to women’s economic empowerment.


