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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Welcomes the positive progress Georgia has made in implementing the Deep and 
Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (DCFTA), in particular the approximation to the 
EU laws aimed at deepening economic integration into the single market; further 
welcomes the fact that the EU is Georgia’s leading trade partner, as around 21 % of 
Georgia’s total trade is with the EU;

2. Takes note of the Commission’s opinion and the Council’s decision on Georgia’s 
application for EU candidate status, and calls on the Georgian Government to make use 
of this historic opportunity and swiftly adopt the necessary reforms to fulfil the 
conditions for candidate status to be granted;

3. Calls on the Georgian Government to steadily continue to work on aligning national 
laws with the rule of law standards, particularly those ensuring transparency, an 
independent judiciary and good governance, and on ensuring the proper implementation 
of the reforms; in addition, calls on the Commission to closely monitor the development 
of the rule of law situation, and to explore the possibilities to limit direct funding and 
even to proceed to suspending the Macro-Financial Assistance (MFA) if the situation 
deteriorates further;

4. Encourages the continuation of the fight against corruption and state capture, and urges 
the Georgian authorities to update the current anti-corruption model to include essential 
functions to curb corruption and to establish independent anti-corruption services in 
order to effectively investigate corruption cases; calls further on the Georgian 
authorities to enforce the legislative norms on preventing corruption, on the principles 
of integrity and on conflicts of interest in the public service, and to ensure the detection 
of any violations thereof; stresses that the rule of law, transparency and de-
oligarchisation are the basis of European democracy and the European economy, 
fostering foreign direct investments and further economic integration between Georgia 
and the EU;

5. Regrets the fact that Georgian small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) have still not 
fully utilised the opportunities presented by the DCFTA and that their engagement in 
global value chains and their exports to the EU remain limited; calls on the Georgian 
Government to explore ways to boost SMEs’ trade with the EU, such as by establishing 
laboratories in Georgia for EU certification of sanitary and phytosanitary and technical 
barriers to trade standards;

6. Calls on the Georgian Government to facilitate the exchange of information between 
Georgian civil society, SMEs and government representatives on the opportunities 
presented by the DCFTA and on its implementation; calls further on the Georgian 
Government to make the facilities necessary for export to the EU accessible;

7. Calls on the Commission to enhance its role in facilitating communication between the 
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Georgian Government, civil society and SMEs, and to distribute core funds to civil 
society in order to boost capacity building and expertise; welcomes and supports the 
continuation of Commission programmes, such as the European Neighbourhood 
Programme for Agriculture and Rural Development (ENPARD) Georgia and 
EU4Business, supporting the development of local civil society and helping SMEs;

8. Regrets the fact that the government decided not to request the second tranche of the 
COVID-19 MFA and that it failed to adequately address the condition for receiving this 
tranche, which was to increase the independence, accountability and quality of the 
judicial system;

9. Calls on Georgia to enhance its engagement in the fight against climate change, and 
calls on the Commission to facilitate Georgia’s participation in the European Green 
Deal and to ensure that the DCFTA does not contradict the climate imperatives and the 
social and environmental objectives and initiatives set out therein;

10. Welcomes the fact that the Georgian Government has adopted labour reforms and its 
subsequent amendment of the labour law, reinstating a higher level of protection to 
labour rights and approving the law on the Labour Inspection Services; urges the 
government to address further critical issues of law and to tackle inadequate wages and 
remuneration, unregulated working hours, overtime work, the inadequate compensation 
for maternity and childcare leave, the absence of possibilities to organise solidarity 
strikes, and the determination of exhaustive grounds for the termination of an 
employment contract.


