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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on International
Trade, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for
a resolution:

1.

Expresses its concern at the abnormally high growth in the amount of non-European
textile products, especially from China, imported into the EU since the World Textile
Agreement expired on 1 January 2005 and quotas were abolished, a fact which, combined
with the prospect of still greater increases, will have far-reaching implications for
employment in the European textile and clothing industry, a strategic sector with great
potential for the future and marked by a high level of regional concentration, and one
which consists primarily of small- and micro-scale enterprises and has a predominantly
female workforce;

Considers that the Chinese authorities should adopt voluntary measures to significantly
slow down the growth in exports to the EU;

Considers that it is right in principle to abolish quotas, but fears that a completely
overheated growth of exports from China will lead to a return to protectionist restrictions
both in the industrialised countries and in developing and threshold countries which, like
the EU, are losing jobs as a result of China's massive export campaign;

Points, therefore, to the need to prepare for medium and long-term action; calls
specifically for the Commission’s inquiry to be followed by enforcement of the safeguard
clauses provided for in the WTO agreement, applying urgent procedures where
necessary,

Points out that simultaneous massive reductions in the prices of particular product groups
can indeed benefit European consumers, but that the combination of record imports and
low prices may confront the indigenous clothing industry with an almost impossible task;
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10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Calls on the Commission and the Member States to negotiate with China as soon as
possible and jointly adopt measures to facilitate restructuring of the sector and offset the
social effects of this process; points out also that dialogue between management and
labour has a key role to play in matters related to modernisation and in coming up with
ways to accommodate the changes needed to make the sector competitive;

Urges the Commission to continue its efforts to make reciprocity the general rule in the
Union’s trade relations with its trading partners; considers it to be a matter of urgency
that the Commission, working in tandem with the sectors affected, take further steps to
draw up an action plan to enable trade barriers contrary to international trading rules, and
especially non-tariff barriers, to be identified at an early stage;

Sees in bilateral agreements between the EU and China an opportunity to overcome the
enormous challenges in a fair and transparent way that points the way forward,

Points to the need for policies to promote training at all levels, including lifelong
learning, so as to match training supply with demand;

Urges the Commission to enforce the safeguard measures laid down in the Protocol for
the accession of China to the WTO should Community textile industries prove to be
severely damaged by any failure of negotiations, and to impose the import restrictions
provided for under WTO rules;

Recognises that China is well able to compete in many textile and clothing industry
product groups and in many ways has developed its strengths (mass production, low
wages) in close cooperation with the European industry;

Is convinced that unilateral protectionist measures by the EU would not be the right way
to overcome the crisis;

Points out that the European textile and clothing industry has shown on numerous
occasions in the past that it can compete successfully, and that it will also be able to do so
in the future if the framework conditions are right;

Considers it essential to take measures in support of technological innovation and
welcomes the launch of the European Technology Platform for textiles and clothing,
which will draw up a long-term and innovative strategy for increasing the global
competitiveness of the sector and encourage and coordinate research and development
efforts;

Greatly welcomes the report of the High-Level Group in view both of the substance of its
recommendations and of its realistic reading of the situation in the sector and its strategy
proposal;

Calls on the Commission to ensure that the 7th Framework Programme of Research and
Development focuses more closely on SMEs and helps to overcome the problems of
transferring R & D to companies; calls in addition for favourable conditions to be
established so that research and innovation can become a constant of business operations,
whatever the size of company concerned;

PE 355.779v03-00 6/9 AD\568372EN.doc



17. Calls on the Commission to take measures to support non-technological innovation,
which plays a vital role in meeting the competitive challenge, and large-scale investment
in the human and financial resources needed for the organisation of trade fairs;

18. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to lay down incentives and specific aid
programmes to encourage SMEs in the textile and clothing sector to invest in their own R
& D and non-technological innovation activities; points to the importance of investment
in non-technological research and calls on the Commission to revise the legislation on
State aid so as to enable investment in this category to be treated in the same way as R &
D investment;

19. Maintains that SMEs in the sector should have easier access to further professional
training for their workers;

20. Points out that lack of access to funding and the unsuitability of some financial
instruments continue to be a major barrier to SMEs in the sector, as well as in many other
sectors of the European economy; calls on the Commission to examine relevant measures
and incentives to keep part of the production chain in the countries of the Euro-
Mediterranean area, the enlargement countries, and the countries covered by the
European Neighbourhood and Partnership policies;

21. Points out that China must pay much greater attention in particular to the protection of
trademarks and intellectual property rights, and calls on the Commission to introduce
measures to promote awareness with regard to the protection of intellectual property as
soon as possible; also calls on the Commission to assist the Member States in taking
measures to combat trademark piracy and illegal trade;

22. Calls on China as a member of the ILO to comply with the agreed labour directives and
basic environmental imperatives, and to punish infringements;

23. Points to the importance of combating unfair competition by tightening up supervision at
the Union’s borders;

24. Stresses the importance of introducing mandatory origin and company-name labelling for
products in this sector to enable consumers to recognise the origin of products;

25. Calls on the Commission to ask Community customs services to carry out specific checks
serving to identify products with a false declaration of origin or in breach of trademark
protection rules;

26. Calls, therefore, on the Commission to amend Regulation (EEC) No 2913/92 and its later
amending regulations with a view to introducing customs checks to identify products
accompanied by false declarations of origin;

27. Stresses the need to consider a sectoral approach to the industry at Community level and
urges the Commission to take this into account, given the exceptional nature and the
urgency of the challenges facing the sector;

28. Takes the view that the EU's policy to date of supporting structural change has been
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29.

30.

31.

32.

generally successful;

Urges regional and national authorities, working in close collaboration with economic
and social players, to draw up local strategy plans for areas which are centres of the
textile industry;

Calls on the Commission to study carefully the effects of the new policy on chemical
substances (REACH) on the sector, particularly its impact on competitiveness, focusing
more specifically on SMEs, and to adapt the proposals in such a way that imported goods
do not have an advantage over those produced in the EU;

Advocates a Euro-Mediterranean partnership to boost cooperation in, and the
competitiveness of, the sector by means of an active policy in support of training, R & D,
technological innovation, the dissemination of good practice, and the exchange of market
intelligence; recommends that a Euro-Mediterranean network of schools, training
institutes, and technical centres with expertise in the textile and clothing sector be set up
to promote technical partnership, training, and joint research programmes;

Calls on the Commission to use any reserve in the Structural Funds for unforeseen local
and sector-related crises for business start-ups and supporting SMEs in the affected
regions, in order to encourage job creation in other branches.
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