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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Agriculture and
Rural Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in
its motion for a resolution:

1.

10.

Welcomes the fact that the Seventh Framework Programme for Research includes the
application of agricultural biotechnology for non-food purposes;

Takes the view that biotechnology is opening up new opportunities, particularly in regions
where the production of agri-foodstuffs is not proving economically viable;

Considers that research financed from public funds must be provided in particular to
support the R & D activity of small biotechnology businesses;

Gives its backing to research projects designed to improve the economic viability of
agriculture and non-food agricultural products (including biofuels), the sustainable
production of foodstuffs and disease prevention;

Calls on the Commission to look into the economic, social and environmental
implications of applied biotechnology, so that biotechnological production practices and
products can be evaluated at every stage, from initial research to end use;

Urges the Member States to ban technologies that involve a threat to health and the
environment, including the use of genes resistant to antibiotics for human use that may be
propagated in the environment;

Strongly supports reducing the use of pesticides, herbicides and fertilisers through the
application of biotechnology, with special reference to avoiding the propagation of
diseases due to resistance to herbicides;

Calls for transgenic foodstuffs to undergo compulsory testing before marketing, to
establish that they are harmless before they are marketed;

Considers that biotechnology offers excellent opportunities for making better use of
organic waste material and energy resources; expresses interest in research to look into
new vegetable varieties that are adapted to adverse conditions such as drought or extreme
temperatures;

Calls on the Commission to carry out an assessment of the present situation of the
European biotechnology industry for discussion on its future.
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