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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Agriculture and 
Rural Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that biogas production from manure, sludge and municipal, animal and organic 
waste helps towards energy diversification and can therefore increasingly not only 
contribute to the security, competitiveness and sustainability of energy supply but also 
offer farmers new income opportunities;

2. Notes with deep concern the increasing competition in many Member States between 
energy use and use in the food chain of certain agricultural products such as maize; 
emphasises that this competition has led to a considerable increase in feedingstuff prices;

3. Calls for biogas to be used not only in the production of electricity and heat, but that 
priority be given to ensuring its best possible local use  as far as technical and economic 
circumstances permit and provided that health protection can be ensured  so that it can 
be supplied directly to natural gas networks, thereby reducing the Union's dependence on 
imports of natural gas from non-EU countries;

4. Stresses in this connection that the supply of electricity, heat and natural gas to networks 
must be non-discriminatory, and calls for biogas to be treated in the same way as natural 
gas so as to enable it to achieve its full potential once it has been fed into the natural gas 
network;

5. Calls for greater effort to be put into researching and promoting new technologies for 
biogas, particularly the exploitation of biomass (second-generation biogas) as a biofuel 
and improving the profitability of biogas plants that offer the greatest environmental 
benefits, since it is only by means of innovative technology, such as gas recovery 
techniques, that the effectiveness of biogas installations can be significantly increased;

6. Stresses, in this context, the importance of green gene technology and calls on the 
Member States and the Commission to put more effort into researching the latest seed 
and plant protection technologies, so as to ensure that biogas production does not 
compete with high-quality food production and to enable the proportion of biomass per 
area unit to be significantly increased;

7. Considers that whilst the young and innovative biogas sector needs start-up support, such 
support schemes should only continue in effect until the sector becomes commercially 
viable; 

8. Calls, therefore, for a uniform support instrument to be tested in the EU, along the lines 
of the German Renewable Energy Act;

9. Calls on the Member States and the Commission, when putting forward future proposals 
for the regulation of the biogas sector, to examine not only the environmental aspects but 
also the impact on high-quality, sustainable food production;
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10. Calls for greater use to be made of slurry as a source of biogas, since such use still has 
immense potential, while also encouraging the decentralisation of energy-producing 
biogas installations; notes that the increased use of slurry to this end can lead to a 
significant reduction in the release of methane during slurry storage;

11. Calls for a simplified planning permission procedure to be introduced for the construction 
of biogas installations;

12. Calls also for the products of first-stage processing, such as potato peelings or fruit flesh, 
to be used as biomass for biogas installations;

13. Stresses that, in the long term and subject to the results of further intense research efforts, 
renewable energy sources such as biogas and biofuels, together with solar power and 
wind energy can bring about a higher degree of independence from fossil-fuels and 
nuclear energy.
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