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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Recognises that the European Union is partly responsible for the existing social and 
environmental problems in the field of ship dismantling; therefore calls for immediate, 
concrete action on the part of the Union, in co-operation with the International Maritime 
Organisation (IMO), to stop the practice of social and environmental dumping that stems 
from economic incentives and reach a globally sustainable solution;

2. Calls on the Commission to consider possible measures to reduce the potential financial 
implications of ship dismantling by setting more stringent production standards, such as a 
restriction on the use of certain hazardous substances;

3. Emphasises the need to reinforce the actions taken by the Commission and the Member 
States, at European and international level, aimed at safeguarding the minimum standards 
that ensure the highest levels of environmental, health and safety protection and at 
adherence to the principle enshrined in Articles 34 and 36 of Regulation (EC) No 
1013/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 June 2006 on shipments 
of waste1 ('the Basel Ban Amendment'), which is to ban the export of hazardous wastes to 
developing countries; to this end calls on the Commission to propose a regulation on the 
design and construction of ships, their operation throughout their life-cycle and their 
preparation for recycling, the operation of ship recycling facilities and the establishment 
of an appropriate enforcement mechanism for ship recycling, incorporating certification 
and reporting requirements;

4. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to actively participate in the 
negotiations within the IMO to ensure the adoption, in the forthcoming convention, of an 
equivalent level of independent control and enforcement to that adopted in the Basel 
Convention of 1992 on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes 
and their Disposal and in the Basel Ban Amendment and also the incorporation, with due 
consideration to labour conditions and the associated health and safety issues, of the 
aforementioned minimum standards that ensure the highest level of environmental 
protection;

5. Calls on the Commission to negotiate within the IMO with a view to standardising the 
materials used in the building and fitting-out of vessels and to tightening up the 
environmental requirements relating thereto;

6. Calls on the Commission and the Member States in the context of the IMO negotiations 
to propose the establishment of a sustainable funding mechanism that ensures clean, safe 
ship dismantling, especially in scrap yards in south Asia;

7. Takes the view that all vessels flying the flag of a Member State and all ships that call at 

1  OJ L 190, 12.7.2006, p. 1.
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Union ports should be obliged to carry lists of the materials and products used in their 
building and fitting-out;

8. In order to prevent the transfer of hazardous waste to developing countries calls on the 
Commission to encourage the building up of sufficient ship dismantling capacity in the 
Union and to publish a list of dismantling sites that fulfil the minimum environmental, 
health and safety requirements;

9. Insists that all ships flying the flag of a Member State and leaving from a port within the 
Union, or whose owners are under the jurisdiction of a Member State, be required to be 
pre-cleaned of all hazardous waste prior to any final delivery to a non-OECD country;

10. Believes that efforts must be made by the Member States and the Commission to create a 
mandatory ship recycling fund jointly funded by shipyards and shipowners (for example 
by means of taxes levied on new ships, port fees and annual taxes linked to IMO 
registration) and with shared responsibility, which would facilitate the pre-cleaning of 
vessels of hazardous materials and the development of ship recycling yards in the Union;

11. Calls for all subsidies to the shipping industry to be conditional on the use of 'green' 
shipbreaking or the pre-cleaning of all ships flying the flag of a Member State and 
leaving from a port within the Union, or whose owners are under the jurisdiction of a 
Member State;

12. Calls on the Member States to ensure that government ships are recycled within the 
Union and strongly encourages them to do likewise with warships; is of the opinion, 
however, that if 'green' dismantling and pre-cleaning services capacity is to be increased 
in the Union, that should be done through public tenders with strict public procurement 
rules in full respect of Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006;

13. Calls on the Member States to promote the viability of their dismantling facilities by 
insisting on increased transparency in the decommissioning of government ships and by 
better coordinating their actions as far as time-schedules and the harmonised quality 
standards of dismantling contracts are concerned;

14. Noting the large number of single-hull tankers that will become ready for dismantling in 
2010, strongly urges the Commission to take appropriate and timely action in order to 
cope with this peak;

15. Welcomes the results already obtained by the SHIPDISMANTL project funded by the 
Framework Programme for Research and Development, under which support systems are 
being developed that will be made available free of charge to the ship-breaking industry 
worldwide; is convinced that further improvements will be possible as a result of new 
calls for proposals which specifically concentrate on end-of-life strategies for vessels;

16. Insists there is a need for greater scientific cooperation between the Union and Asia in 
further investigating other options to ship dismantling and their implications in a more 
integrated way, including environmental, social, economic and institutional aspects; 
believes that, in this connection, the Union should promote the transfer of relevant 
technologies and best practices;
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17. Calls on the Commission to further study and carefully evaluate the benefits of enhanced 
financial co-operation with and direct investment in selected South Asian dismantling 
sites, and thereby assist in forming a network of certified, EU-approved dismantling sites 
that may generate greater returns on investment in economic, environmental and social 
terms.
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