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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on International 
Trade, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for 
a resolution:

1. Emphasises that future industrial growth in the Union is dependent upon openness to 
foreign trade and investment, governed by fair rules;

2. Believes that the competitiveness of the Union with ASEAN countries is dependent upon 
improved education, training and research in the Union and the creation of innovative 
products and services;

3. Considers that all trade and investment agreements with ASEAN countries should be 
consistent with the Doha Development Round of negotiations and should take account of 
the four so-called Singapore issues (investment, competition, public procurement and 
trade facilitation);

4. Recommends that scientific and technical cooperation and the protection of intellectual 
property be made essential elements of all such agreements; stresses in particular the need 
to combat counterfeiting by incorporating into trade and investment agreements binding 
anti-counterfeiting instruments; points out that genuine cooperation among all involved 
will make it possible to combat counterfeiting effectively, including in particular the 
counterfeiting of consumer, industrial, pharmaceutical and other products;

5. Stresses that a trade and investment agreement with ASEAN should ensure:

(i) the improvement and simplification of rules of origin,
(ii) the harmonisation of standards, including product safety, child protection and 

animal welfare standards,
(iii) regulatory transparency and simplified bureaucratic procedures,
(iv) the transparency of national support mechanisms and the dismantling of non-tariff 

barriers,
(v) the elimination of discriminatory taxes;

6. Believes that trade, investment and scientific and research agreements should address 
sector-specific issues, such as:

(i) the environmental effects of palm oil extraction and deforestation,
(ii) low energy light bulbs,
(iii) the prevention of natural disasters and recovery,
(iv) combating HIV/AIDS and protecting public health,
(v) the tourism sector, with special reference to small and medium sized enterprises 

(SMEs),
(vi) the free movement of researchers, business people and tourists,
(vii) cooperation between research centres in the Union and in ASEAN countries and the 

exchange of scientific research findings,
(viii) aerosol dispensers;
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7. Recalls the need to protect industry in the Union against dumping by ASEAN exporters 
and to pre-empt such dumping by early intervention on the part of trade negotiators from 
the Union;

8. Stresses that opening markets abroad is now primarily a question of eliminating non-tariff 
barriers to the movement of goods, services and investment capital;

9.  Supports an active trade policy with an emphasis on areas of importance to business in 
the Union,  services, investment safeguards, public procurement and fair competition;

10. Regrets that, at the EU-ASEAN Summit held in Singapore in November 2007, certain 
provisions relating to business practices and conduct were not treated in depth, thus 
inhibiting Union investment in ASEAN countries;

11. Recommends that the Union's energy policy, with respect to ASEAN countries, 
concentrate on:

(i) non-discriminatory licensing and trade conditions relating to energy products,
(ii) improvements in energy production and export capacities,
(iii) the development of transport infrastructure for energy products,
(iv) the diversification of energy sources,
(v) the elimination of border taxes on energy products,
(vi) mutual agreements on energy saving, mitigating climate change and reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions, including potential reciprocal emissions trading 
arrangements, so as to avoid damage to industries in the Union;

12. Would welcome the development of joint research projects conducted by research 
establishments in the Union and in ASEAN countries and urges the Commission to take 
steps to facilitate such arrangements.
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