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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Culture and 
Education, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

A. whereas access to cultural and educational information must be a priority in order to 
improve educational and living standards,

B. whereas large numbers of digitised works currently held by various libraries have not 
been made publicly available owing to incompatibilities between digital formats, and 
whereas, thanks to their staff, libraries are the institutions most qualified to supervise and 
manage the process of digitising works,

1. Recommends to the Commission that the ‘Europeana’ virtual library be organised as an 
online database, thus facilitating user access by means of a standard layout for the digital 
material and improving the security of the digitised works, given that monitoring a single 
database will reduce operational and maintenance costs; 

2. Emphasises that, in view of the benefits for all EU citizens of accessing ‘Europeana’, its 
availability in all the official languages should be envisaged as soon as possible;

3. Stresses that people with disabilities should have the benefit of digital technology and 
enjoy easier access to education and information, and encourages the Member States to 
ensure full and free access to Europe’s collective knowledge through accessible formats 
and adapted technologies, in order to guarantee access for disabled persons;

4. Asks the Commission and the Member States to improve the management of the project 
and ensure that a competent authority is designated at national level for the purpose of 
managing and monitoring the digitisation process, to raise awareness of the ‘Europeana’ 
project among libraries and providers of cultural material and to collect existing digital 
material directly from providers with the aim of converting it to a single digital standard 
so that new content can immediately be added to the ‘Europeana’ database; is of the view 
that, in the long run, consideration must be given to making it a priority to collect existing 
digital material produced as part of projects co-funded by the European Union and add it 
to the ‘Europeana’ digital library;

5. Suggests issuing a public call for tenders with a view to coordinating the administration 
of ‘Europeana’ as effectively as possible, defining clear, realistic objectives and re-
evaluating the operation if necessary;

6. Recommends to the Commission that it ask digital content providers to certify websites 
referenced by ‘Europeana’; 

7. Asks the Commission to establish rules for a standard procedure for publishing a work 
and forwarding its digital version to the national archives at the same time as the work 
goes to the printers, with the national archives adding the content to the ‘Europeana’ 
database on a basis of strict respect for copyright; 
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8. Recommends to the Commission that it ensure free-of-charge access to all cultural and 
educational information contained in the ‘Europeana’ library for pupils, students and 
teachers in secondary schools, universities and other educational institutions, as well as 
all persons engaged in bona fide study or research, and that, at the same time, it promote 
research and development projects that make use of the ‘Europeana’ digital resources, 
through the development and free distribution of integrated lesson plans, curricula and 
educational software for both formal and informal (lifelong) education; is of the view that 
subsidiarity is no obstacle to European programmes which make the maximum amount of 
scientific and technical information available to the education system as a whole and to 
teachers, students and researchers;

9. Underlines that the long-term existence of ‘Europeana’ will be dependent upon choosing 
sustainable financing and governance models, and stresses that public contributions 
should constitute a substantial proportion of its financing, but that new methods of 
financing – such as public-private partnerships – must also be taken into consideration 
and developed;

10. Recommends to the Commission that, in the future, it consider the option of making it a 
requirement that all digital resources developed under future research and development 
projects co-funded by the European Union be submitted to the ‘Europeana’ digital 
library, taking into account any restrictions arising from intellectual property rights;

11. Stresses the need to eliminate legal obstacles at EU level in order to enable libraries to 
apply for European financing for digitising operations;

12. Recommends to the Commission that guidelines also be put in place to ensure affordable 
access to ‘Europeana’ content by anyone else wishing to use it, irrespective of the 
financing model eventually selected;

13. Calls on the Commission and the current Dutch-based administration to make extensive 
technical and aesthetic improvements to ‘Europeana’, including an analysis of the 
difficulties involved in identifying and securing funds to enable libraries to carry out the 
necessary digitising operations; 

14. Asks the Commission to launch a media and online campaign for popularising the 
‘Europeana’ site, directing traffic from European servers to ‘Europeana’ sources as the 
main location for accessing data in digital form, and encouraging the Member States and 
cultural institutions to provide content to the site; calls, at the same time, for a special 
media campaign to target students and teachers at all levels of education, focusing on the 
use of the ‘Europeana’ digital resources for educational purposes;

15. Is of the opinion that such a campaign is very similar to the type of action already 
identified as being necessary in order to close the digital divide that still exists across 
Europe, thereby ensuring that everyone has access to ‘Europeana’ and other online 
content and information and to the potential benefits thereof, no matter where they are; 
recommends that this campaign and in particular the potential use of ‘Europeana’ in 
schools be based on an understanding that access to greater content and information 
online is not an end in itself, and must therefore be accompanied by initiatives which 
stimulate critical analysis of online content and information;
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16. Recommends to the Commission that it research the possibility of establishing a 
European body to coordinate the involvement of national authorities in monitoring the 
digitisation process, copyright payments to authors and other issues relevant to the 
‘Europeana’ project;

17. Recommends to the Commission that it ensure the provision of special digital versions 
for people with disabilities, such as audio reading, for as much of the digital content as 
possible;

18. Recommends that the Commission and partner institutions in the private sector find IT 
solutions – such as read-only and copy protect formats – for digitised material available 
on the ‘Europeana’ website that is subject to copyright, and that the file’s presentation 
page include a link to a page on the content provider’s website where the document can 
be downloaded under the conditions stipulated by the provider;

19. Recommends to the Commission that it insist on a standard electronic format for the 
digitised works, so as to ensure that the digitised documents are compatible with the 
online interface and the database;

20. Recommends to the Commission that backups of digitised material provided by national 
institutions or private partners be kept on hardware belonging to those institutions or 
partners.
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