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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Agriculture and 
Rural Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in 
its motion for a resolution:

A.  whereas the agriculture and forestry sectors have significant potential in reducing 
pollution and may provide a catalyst for efforts to mitigate the effects of climate change 
and global warming,

1. Stresses that agriculture is a productive sector that is affected by the consequences and 
pressures of climate change but at the same time is also directly linked to climate change 
mitigation objectives, either by helping to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and save and 
ensure the proper management of water resources, or by boosting production and 
decentralising sustainable renewable energy sources; 

2. Points out that, even though it has made a  contribution to reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions, the involvement of the agricultural sector in combating climate change must 
also be incorporated into the wider food-farming-energy triangle; stresses that this 
involvement primarily concerns the improved exploitation of biomass - either by 
exploiting farming surpluses or by supporting the production of sustainable biofuels - 
whilst maintaining the production of quality products and high levels of food safety and 
guiding consumers towards a food model that will make a greater contribution towards 
the sustainable management of the environment;

3. Calls on the Commission to make provision for more budgetary resources for research 
and development, in collaboration with all relevant actors, particularly civil society and 
farmers, in order to bring about improvements in the environment and climate, in the 
following priority areas:

(a) the production and use of sustainable biogas and biofuels produced from by-products 
and agricultural and forestry waste, taking into account the impact that the 
production of biofuels has on the environment (indirect change in soil use, loss of 
biodiversity, etc.) and on food security,  and also taking into account the guidelines 
contained in the European Strategic Energy Technology Plan (SET Plan),

(b) the production and use of manure and sustainable fertilisers, giving preference to the 
development of organic and natural manure and fertilisers while reducing the 
consumption of fertilisers made from hydrocarbons, 

(c) the recovery of all kinds of agricultural waste;

(d) the reduction of methane arising from livestock production,

(e) the control of N2O from manure and slurry,

4. Takes the view that, whilst agriculture is the cause of many problems concerning the 
environment and climate change, it is also an important means of solving them. For this 
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reason, greater emphasis than before must be placed on environmental perspectives and 
the EU’s efforts to combat climate change when the review of the Common Agricultural 
Policy takes place;

5. Stresses that the European Union needs development and financing policies for 
agriculture that guarantee safe and high-quality food;

6. Calls for the future CAP to insist on practices which reduce GHG arising from livestock 
production, including feed changes and manure and slurry management;

7. Stresses the need to develop protection schemes for farmers facing situations caused by 
extreme events and encourages the development and implementation of projects such as 
sustainable irrigation schemes that will help combat the effects of climate change; 

8. Stresses that there must be an increase in funding for agricultural research linked to 
climate change in the post-2013 multiannual financial perspective if there is to be a shift 
to more environmentally-friendly production methods;

9. Calls on the agricultural sector to make a considerable effort to increase decentralised 
production of renewable energy and, in particular, to improve energy efficiency on farms 
through modernisation and rational energy planning, as well as the use and 
implementation of tried-and-tested energy-efficient equipment and practices; 

10. Stresses that more extensive use of ICT could improve the monitoring of several phases 
of production and improve their management in order to increase production in relation to 
the use of the means of production and, simultaneously, reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and energy consumption; stresses, likewise, that the more extensive use of ICT, the 
integration of policies to promote training for farmers in new technologies and support 
for innovation and entrepreneurship among young farmers in particular are key topics, 
with a view both to making farming more environmentally sustainable and making the 
sector more competitive.

11. Stresses that attempts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the agricultural sector must 
also focus on emissions caused by: 

- the direct and indirect effects of land use change,

- the production of inputs by the agri-foodstuffs industry, especially those connected with 
the long-distance transport of its intermediate and final products; considers, therefore, 
that priority should be given to short production – transformation – consumption 
systems.

12. Points out that climate change does not affect all regions of the EU to the same extent, 
and it is therefore essential to give greater weight to those regions that are likely to suffer 
the most serious consequences; points out that the rise in temperature in conjunction with 
drought and extensive forest fires will create high risks of desertification in the countries 
of southern Europe, with all the attendant consequences for the viability of farms, the 
abandonment of farming areas, reduced biodiversity and the depletion of natural 
resources; asks, therefore, that all Community actions to finance agriculture's adjustment 
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to the new challenges posed by climate change should take full account of this regional 
dimension so that climate change does not become a further aggravating factor in the 
economic and environmental disparities between the regions of the EU;  

13. Points out that an increase in biomass production for energy might contribute to food-
price volatility. In order to reduce income risks for farmers, there should therefore be a 
reasonable balance between food production and biomass production;

14. Stresses the need to improve measures for global warming adaptation in the agricultural 
sector with regard to soil protection and water management.

15. Stresses that the principle of sustainability must be enforced when using biomass. 
Accordingly, its use as close as possible to the place of production of the agricultural raw 
materials must be encouraged. This would reduce energy loss caused by transport;

16. Points out that the use of biomass for heating might significantly reduce the harmful 
impact of climate change, and therefore calls on the Commission and the Member States 
to award rural development funding to rural public institutions switching to heating 
systems based on bioenergy;

17. Considers it important for farmers to make wider use of information and communication 
technologies in order to reduce the negative effects of climate change. The use of 
information and communication tools must be supported in connection, inter alia, with 
tillage, plant health, meteorology and monitoring of legislation;

18. Stresses that forests play an increasingly vital role in climate policy and are important in 
such areas as carbon capture and protection from erosion. For this reason, the Common 
Agricultural Policy must ensure increased funding for afforestation and forest protection. 
In addition, forest management must be integrated into the post-Kyoto climate change 
regime;

19. Points out that forests also make a significant contribution to efficient water management. 
Member States must therefore be encouraged to undertake forest management which will 
reduce differences in the water regime between periods of drought and flood, thereby 
reducing the negative effects of droughts and floods on agriculture, energy production 
and the population; 
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