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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas climate change is a global phenomenon, and its impacts are unequally distributed 
among the regions of the world and the various sectors; whereas even the socio-
economic aspects, costs and benefits will be different both in developing countries and 
more developed countries; whereas responses to climate change therefore have to 
integrate adaptation measures along with strategies to ensure an effective path towards 
sustainable development through clear and comprehensive action plans in all relevant 
sectors, 

B. whereas mitigation of the causes of climate change, on the one hand, and adaptation 
measures to limit its impacts, on the other, cannot always be separated; whereas recent 
EU legislative initiatives on labelling of tyres, energy labelling and on energy 
performance of buildings as part of the energy efficiency package play an important role 
in cutting CO2 emissions, and also have to be integrated in future interventions for new 
energetic patterns at EU level, 

C. whereas, according to the revised ETS Directive, Member States should earmark at 
least 50% of ETS revenues for both mitigation and adaptation measures,

D. whereas climate change will inevitably have an impact on energy supply, external 
aspects of EU energy security and demand for energy; whereas weather conditions such 
as heavy rainfalls, increasing temperatures, heat waves, droughts, severe storms, floods 
and fires can cause significant interruptions and damage to energy supply infrastructure, 
therefore directly affecting energy production and transport and distribution to final users,

E. whereas the diversification of energy sources and distribution channels as well as energy 
suppliers is an important instrument in guaranteeing equal access to and adequate supply 
of energy, complying at the same time with the EU objective of enhancing the use of 
energy from renewable sources and reducing CO2 emissions,

F. whereas the Commission and the Member States should integrate adaptation measures 
when implementing and modifying existing and forthcoming legislation, policies and 
programmes,

1. Recognises that extreme climate phenomena together with the expected rise in sea-levels 
and higher variations of rainfall calls for new projects and adaptation measures for their 
implementation, especially in respect of agriculture and the management of river and 
drainage basins, even within the existing infrastructure systems which will generate high 
operational costs, but are nevertheless affordable as they are much lower than the costs 
of inaction over the medium to long term; calls, however, for the scientific basis for such 
measures to fulfil the criteria resulting from climate science, with adequate peer review 
and assessment processes and constant updating of research findings in a transparent 
manner; calls on the Commission and the Member States to provide, in a dedicated 
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national action plan, information on those costs and their distribution;

2. Notes that the development of interconnected energy infrastructure and broadband 
coverage at European level would facilitate adaptation through increased adaptive 
capacity-building and greater risk-sharing;

3. Calls on the Commission to provide for a thorough assessment of possible climate 
change-related risks to critical infrastructure such as energy and telecom networks, 
which are crucial for the functioning of the internal market; 

4. Shares the view that methodologies for ‘climate-proofing’ infrastructure projects 
should be developed as soon as possible;

5. Notes that, in order to prevent catastrophes, new measures are necessary in all industrial 
sectors such as increased security and energy-use or energy-production checks which 
extend existing harmonised standards for construction, such as Eurocodes for approving 
the use of buildings, including industrial buildings, that have to comply with Directive 
85/337/EEC, as amended by Directive 97/11/EC, and Directive 2001/42/EC concerning 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and the Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA);

6. Stresses that measures concerning energy supply and access to energy have to be defined 
in a context of solidarity among Member States and that the EU should contribute to a 
global policy shift towards greater energy efficiency and the promotion of renewable 
energy sources (RES); stresses that the EU must ensure renewable energy sources in 
accordance with the timetable set out in Directive 2009/28/EC, calls on the Member 
States to provide by 30 June 2010 ambitious, comprehensive and realistic national action 
plans according to the models and parameters laid down by the EU, observing that the 
needs of each Member State for energy from renewable sources must be met 
principally by domestic production, while the mechanism for the statistical transfer of 
energy from renewable sources between Member States must be used only where this is 
considered to be fully justified; 

7. Stresses also that, in this connection, immediate priority must be given to additional 
measures to promote the Community strategy aimed at achieving a 20% increase in 
energy efficiency by 2020; also considers it appropriate, in the context of assessing 
current energy efficiency action plans, to consider the possibility of making this 
objective legally binding at Community level;

8. Points out that the EU and the Member States should clarify the amount of their financial 
contribution to technology cooperation with partners, in the light of the commitments 
made at the Copenhagen climate conference in terms of the use of ETS auction 
revenue and ‘fast start’ financing, in order to enhance both private and public 
investments in particular in relation to their forthcoming Energy Efficiency National 
Action Plan and National Renewable Energy Action Plan and welcomes the Commission 
Communication pledging the essential increase in funds for energy research, in order to 
develop a sustainable energy economy;

9. Acknowledges that ongoing climate change has a substantial impact on economic 
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development, and could create risks of major disruption to economic and social activities; 
considers that economic adaptation measures, including a shift towards more sustainable 
industrial production, require at the same time sufficient funds to be made available for 
adaptation and mitigation measures and that these measures must not be restricted to the 
use of ETS revenues – recalling the commitment under the relevant legislation to 
dedicate at least 50% of such revenues to climate measures, including adaptation, both 
within the EU and in developing countries – but need additional innovative funds both 
from public and private sources; highlights that the funds made available by the various 
economic recovery plans should also be used for adaptation investments, and should be 
climate-proofed in any case;

10. Considers that (also in relation to adaptation decisions) impacts on one sector will often 
have implications for other sectors, and therefore calls on the Commission to take into 
account these interactions in implementing adaptation measures;

11. Underlines the need to ensure that existing legislation on industrial licensing and 
environmental impact assessments takes into account the effects of climate change on 
any planned infrastructure or industrial activity; stresses that, in respect of energy 
infrastructure, the impacts of climate change should be taken into account both at the 
level of individual infrastructure items and in relation to national and European 
energy systems;

12. Notes that SMEs in many sectors are particularly vulnerable to climate change and 
often insufficiently prepared; calls on the Commission to assess the level of climate 
change preparedness among SMEs, including available insurance schemes, and to 
identify possible tools to help to overcome this problem;

13. Highlights the importance of establishing national adaptation plans based on a 
common European framework enabling the Member States to plan and communicate 
their adaptation efforts, including those relating to energy systems and policies; 
considers that such plans should include risk maps showing energy and industrial 
installations that could pose a risk to the environment or to public health should 
adverse weather events occur; calls for such information to be made available to the 
public and the other Member States;

14. Calls on the Commission to consider the reinforcement of public funds devoted to 
international cooperation in the forthcoming 8th Framework Programme (FP8), both with 

a. developed countries, to increase the spread of renewable technologies,

b. developing countries, to support their fight against climate change affecting the most 
vulnerable regions in their countries, always respecting the particular circumstances 
of each region, the criterion being the social and economic development of those 
regions of developing countries with which international cooperation is organised; 

c. third countries adjoining the EU in which the effects of climate change are similar 
to those observed within the EU;

15. Underlines that the necessary financial resources for R&D concerning climate change 
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have to be increased; is of the opinion that, particularly in view of the scientific 
uncertainty surrounding the timescale and extent of the problem and the specific 
geographical areas and productive sectors that will be affected by the consequences of 
climate change in Europe, it is necessary to earmark funding for climate research, 
which can be done more effectively at European level and will provide a sound basis 
for developing climate change adaptation policies; also considers it necessary to 
increase funding for the Commission initiative to be established with Member States for 
an integrated and worldwide shared environmental information system in order to 
improve the availability of data on changes in the environment; since also other measures 
have to be taken into account such as considerable reinforcement of financing for 
mitigation and adaptation related to R&D projects and programmes;

16. Welcomes the recent Commission announcement concerning investment in the 
development of low-carbon technologies (the SET-Plan), which clearly highlights the 
fact that the innovative technological developments necessary to achieve the EU’s 
energy and climate policy objectives presuppose immediate cooperation between public 
investors and the private sector; also points out that the EU roadmap for investment in 
these technologies must give priority to RES technologies and ensure the involvement 
of all market stakeholders, especially SMEs, in energy efficiency programmes;

17. Emphasises the importance of satellite-based services for rescue activities in the event 
of natural disasters; welcomes in this regard the quick support provided by the GMES 
system to civil protection authorities after the dramatic earthquake in Haiti; calls on all 
those involved to make the GMES system fully operational as soon as possible;

18. Stresses in this context the great importance of initiatives at the local level, such as 
reforestation and afforestation, in order to actively participate in the fight against 
climate change and points out the important role of exchange of information on good 
practices and appropriate information campaigns, e.g. on how coastal and mountain 
areas, islands and lowlands should adapt to climate change, in coordination with the 
more extensive initiatives undertaken by national authorities and by the EU with a view 
to the more effective implementation of Community legislation, strategies and 
programmes in this area; also points out that outlying regions can make a major 
contribution through decentralised energy production, helping to achieve greater 
energy efficiency through reduced grid wastage and better demand management;

19. Considers that, in order to develop an adequate knowledge base about climate change 
adaptation and boost the development of adaptation technologies, all existing EU 
initiatives, such as the creation of Knowledge and Innovation Communities (KIC) on 
climate mitigation and adaptation under the auspices of the European Institute of 
Innovation and Technology (EIT), should be fully exploited;

20. Stresses that, when it comes to ensuring the successful implementation of the 
European Framework for Action on Adaptation, a decisive factor will be its inclusion 
as part of a cohesive and ambitious worldwide agreement (with legally binding 
objectives) on measures to combat climate change, and that the EU must take the lead 
in this direction; 
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