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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Economic and 
Monetary Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Report on Competition Policy 2008, particularly its focus chapter on 
cartels and consumers; supports the creation of the Consumer Liaison Unit; notes that the 
existence of cartels harms consumers; regrets the difficulty for consumers to reap the 
benefits of competition;

2. Welcomes the adoption by the European Commission of the White Paper on damages 
actions for breach of antitrust rules; believes this is a victory for consumer protection 
within the European Union;

3. Asks the Commission to push for the implementation of the telecom package;

4. Calls on the Commission, in the next report, to include a dedicated focus chapter on 
SMEs and competition; points to the high cost of the patent system for SMEs, due in 
particular to the threat of litigation from patent trolls; draws attention to open innovation 
and knowledge commons; calls on SMEs to exploit FP7 results under open access;

5. Believes that the European Commission should intensify its efforts to protect SMEs, 
especially those operating in the textile sector, which is strongly affected by 
counterfeiting;

6. Calls on the Commission to evaluate and report on the degree to which, if at all, the 
different national support schemes in the automobile industry have contributed to other 
Community objectives, in particular sustainability and environmentally-friendly 
technologies; urges the Commission to assess competitiveness within this market, in 
particular the relationship between OEMs and first- and second-tier suppliers;

7. Requests the European Commission to continue to monitor the prices of food products in 
the European Union and the conditions of competition in the food industry in order to 
avoid price fluctuations that might undermine the food security of products;

8. Welcomes the Commission’s enquiry into the energy sector; requests the Commission to 
investigate the extent to which a lack of investment in infrastructure, particularly gas and 
electricity interconnections, is hampering competition; notices that security of supply and 
effective competition in the energy market cannot be achieved without an interconnected 
and well-functioning energy infrastructure;

9. Notes that the EU internal energy market is unable to function effectively and be 
competitive due to the existence of the so-called ‘energy islands’, such as the Baltic 
region, which is energetically isolated from the rest of Europe and totally dependent on a 
single external supplier;

10. Calls on the Commission to assess whether – and, if so, how – national public 
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procurement rules and their national differences distort competition and the extent to 
which they could foster competition by increasing the criteria for tenders to include social 
and environmental impacts, which would redirect competition towards innovation; calls 
on the Commission to take the initiative in harmonising the principles of public 
procurement rules at Community level;

11. Regrets the lack of competition in telecoms; requests the Commission to combine 
competitiveness with significant investment and to report on this; requests a new sector 
enquiry; insists that BEREC foster competition, in particular through pertinent market 
analysis; insists, therefore, that its secretariat be given sufficient resources for this 
purpose.
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