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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. having regard to the European Parliament resolution of 10 March 2010 on EU 20201,

1. Acknowledges the overall direction of the 2011 draft budget, but is concerned that it does 
not sufficiently reflect current social and economic challenges, particularly the aim of 
turning the Union into a smart, sustainable and inclusive knowledge-based economy;

2. Stresses that the flagship programmes of the Europe 2020 strategy do not receive 
sufficient funding in the 2011 draft budget;

3. Stresses that one of the major objectives for 2011 will be to maintain, promote and secure 
financing for research and technological development in the Union through appropriate 
funding of the 7th Framework Programme, which will be one of the key contributors to 
the Europe 2020 strategy; stresses that internal bureaucracy hampers the spending of 
money on research and innovation projects, and that SMEs, universities and 
multinationals are discouraged from participating in European programmes; therefore 
urges the Commission to revise the financial regulation;

4. Takes the view that precise additional financial sources for a number of issues emerging 
under subheading 1a have yet to be determined; expresses its concerns about the cost 
explosion of the ITER project; stresses the need for proper management and precise 
financial planning for ITER;

5. Recalls that the Lisbon Treaty’s far-reaching extension of EU competences (for example 
in the fields of space policy and innovation policy) and the strengthening of a number of 
existing policies will clearly require budgetary cover;

6. Recalls that strengthening a number of defined policies at EU level – including the 
promotion of scientific, technological and digital advances, support for innovative 
technologies and sustainable development, help for innovative SMEs, support for young 
entrepreneurs, intelligent and sustainable energy policies that secure access to energy for 
poor households as well, the reduction of energy consumption in transport and in urban 
areas, an energy-efficient building sector and the development of integrated energy 
infrastructure – and complying with our previous commitments in the context of EU 
enlargement will inevitably necessitate additional financial capacity for the Union;

7. Recalls that the Lisbon Treaty defines the principles of democratic governance of the EU, 
one of which is participatory democracy; notes that, apart from the citizen’s initiative, the 
use of state-of-the-art digital technologies has enormous potential to enhance the 
involvement and engagement of citizens and civil society in the political process and 
public decision-making;

1 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2010)0053.
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8. Calls for a European investment plan in the energy sector aimed at making the European 
Union the most advanced area of the world in terms of Trans-European Networks, in 
particular the interconnections between Member States; proposes, to this end, to insert a 
separate heading for investment into the Union’s budget and to establish close cooperation 
with the European Investment Bank (EIB) in relation to this plan;

9. Takes the view that more budgetary flexibility is urgently needed in order to support new 
flagship initiatives, such as the European Strategic Energy Technology Plan (SET-Plan), 
and cope with their potential financial impact;

10. Is deeply concerned that the potential amounts at stake far exceed the amounts expected to 
remain unspent or uncommitted under the current ceiling of subheading 1a, and that there 
are currently no additional financial means for funding new initiatives without severely 
undermining important existing programmes;

11. Calls on the Commission to make proposals to cope with the potential budgetary impact 
of new developments – mainly by identifying the most appropriate and sustainable means 
available – as soon as the extent of their budgetary impact has been sufficiently clarified.
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