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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on the Internal 

Market and Consumer Protection, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 

suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Recognises the role of product standards for the functioning of the European internal 

market and regards standards as a key tool for promoting sustainable and high-quality 

goods and services for consumer and enterprises; welcomes the proposal to reform the 

European Standardisation System and calls for measures promoting transparency, cost 

reduction and improved involvement of stakeholders; 

2. Notes that, with a view to ensuring the efficient functioning of the single market, the 

mutual evaluation process of the Services Directive can be further improved, in particular 

by means of prompt data sharing; calls for an assessment of the impact of the directive on 

the quality of services, including an evaluation of the room for manoeuvre that the 

directive allows public authorities for the introduction of public interest requirements to 

service providers; believes that the existing unnecessary bureaucratic burdens at national, 

regional and local level prevent the implementation of general rules for all Member States; 

3. Calls on the Commission and Member States to acknowledge the diversity of business 

models in Europe when drafting legislation; stresses in particular the importance of social 

economy businesses, whose model is not based on size or on area of activity, but rather on 

respect for common values, as reflected in the involvement of social stakeholders, the 

primacy of the individual and social objectives over capital, the safeguarding and 

implementation of the principles of solidarity and responsibility, the reconciliation of the 

interests of users with the general interest, voluntary and open membership and 

mobilisation of the bulk of surpluses in pursuit of the aims of sustainable development and 

the provision of services to members, while acting in the general interest; 

4. Stresses the imperative need to adapt EU Information and Communication Technology 

(ICT) standardisation policy to market and policy developments which will lead to 

achieving European policy goals requiring interoperability; considers that the 

development of electronic commerce in the internal market has to focus primarily on 

problems of a legal nature faced by both businesses and consumers, paying particular 

attention to cross-border trading while at the same time guaranteeing a high level of 

consumer protection; stresses that greater account must also be taken of the needs of 

SMEs not principally engaged in on-line trading; 

5. Reiterates that the principle of non-discrimination within the internal market eliminates 

the requirement imposed on nationals of another Member State to supply original 

documents, certified copies, certificates of nationality or official translations of documents 

in order to benefit from a service or from more advantageous terms or prices; 

6. Takes the view that the European Union must step up its efforts in the climate and energy 

sector so as to contribute to the establishment of a fully operational energy market whilst 

meeting future energy challenges; believes that, in order to achieve the EU’s climate and 

energy objectives, a new approach is necessary in terms of applying adequate minimum 
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duty rates on CO2 emissions and on energy content and avoiding overlaps with emission 

quotas trading; stresses the importance of encouraging local and regional authorities to 

exploit ICTs in their energy efficiency and environmental plans and believes that this 

application will significantly increase business opportunities at local and regional level; 

7. Points out the need for further energy efficiency plans and measures to significantly 

increase energy savings, and calls for the Commission to closely monitor the 

implementation of the directives on energy-labelling, eco-design, transport, buildings and 

infrastructure, in order to ensure and to implement a common European framework 

approach; calls for the Commission similarly to adopt an ambitious approach in the 

forthcoming Resource Efficiency Strategy with regard to its objectives, policies and 

instruments; highlights that eastern European infrastructure should be enhanced in line 

with the infrastructures of the other Member States; 

8. Welcomes the proposal to review the Small Business Act in order to link it closely with 

the 2020 Strategy and calls on the Commission to take proper account of SMEs’ and 

micro-businesses’ crucial role in Europe; calls on the Commission to accelerate high-

speed broadband links in EU regions in order to ensure maximum participation of SMEs 

in an increasingly digitised internal market; calls for an SME-friendly, quality-oriented 

and flexible EU patent system that encourages technological innovation and the 

emergence of new business models; welcomes the proposal to adopt an action plan for 

SMEs’ access to capital markets, such as Eurobonds, and calls for the promotion of 

innovative financing mechanisms aimed at innovative SMEs; welcomes the Commission’s 

plans to modernise the EU’s value-added tax system, with particular regard to the 

simplification of the rules concerning SMEs and the reduction of compliance costs; 

stresses the importance of implementing the proposals of the High-Level Group on 

Burden Reduction; 

9. Reaffirms that the right to practise a profession in another Member State is one of the 

fundamental freedoms guaranteed by the Treaty and a necessary condition for a highly 

competitive social market economy, and calls on the Commission and Member States to 

lift all existing barriers to the free movement of workers; 

10. Highlights the need for the EU to achieve stronger autonomy in energy supply; believes 

that a regional clustering approach in the context of the internal energy market should 

facilitate this autonomy, as should the diversification of energy routes throughout 

European countries; furthermore, asks the Commission to improve the integration of 

renewable energies, and underlines the need for smart grids to become more efficient; is 

also of the opinion that the implementation of cooperation mechanisms must become 

more efficient and transparent; 

11. Emphasises the need for a stronger coordination and harmonisation of the use of the 

European Radio Spectrum and hopes that that Spectrum will be used more effectively in 

order to reduce prices for final users; 

12. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal to strengthen dialogue with civil society by 

conducting consultations; points out, however, that most of the necessary instruments are 

already available, since this is a step to which the Commission committed itself some time 

ago, in the framework of its Impact Assessment Guidelines, with a view to forecasting 
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more accurately the effects of its legislative proposals from various points of view; 

stresses once again how important it is that the EU institutions should consult interested 

stakeholders, in order both to draw on their specialist expertise and to guarantee the 

transparency of, and secure public acceptance for, their activities; 

13. Welcomes the initiative on the environmental footprint of products, and urges the 

Commission to quickly establish a real common assessment and labelling system; 

14. Recognises that public procurement is a powerful instrument for driving markets toward 

sustainable products and services and for stimulating innovation; welcomes the intention 

of the Commission to revise and simplify public procurement rules, and stresses that this 

process should not put under threat, but rather should strengthen, the capacity of public 

authorities to include criteria of general interest, such as environmental and social criteria, 

in their calls for tender. 
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