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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on International 

Trade, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for 

a resolution: 

1. Welcomes a strengthened commitment and a more proactive approach towards opening 

access to new markets as a means to promote economic growth and enterprise 

competitiveness; stresses the need, where necessary, for the effective use of trade defence 

instruments aimed at combating unfair commercial practices and for the provision of 

reciprocal access to foreign public procurement markets, which constitute business 

opportunities in sectors where European industries are highly competitive; 

2. Stresses that trade is one of the cornerstones of a successful European industrial policy; 

further stresses that an enhanced emphasis on international market access for service 

providers should not work to the detriment of trade in industrial goods; believes, therefore, 

that trade agreements should be so designed as to strengthen the manufacturing base in 

Europe; calls, therefore, for future multilateral and bilateral trade agreements to form a 

coherent part of an industrial strategy which is based upon an ambitious innovation effort, 

fair global competition, transparency and full reciprocity regarding, primarily, rules, 

standards and certification mechanism and which thus promotes competitiveness and 

sustainability; reiterates the importance of concluding trade negotiations, especially with 

countries and regions that are of economic interest to EU businesses and that could offer 

significant new export opportunities to all EU sectors; 

3. Takes the view that differing legislative rules and regulations and the lack or non-

application of common standards prevent EU undertakings – owing to the high cost of 

doing business abroad – from fully exploiting their potential; 

4. Considers that the EU should take the lead in pursuing international trade agreements on 

environmental goods and services (EGSA) focused on renewable energy technologies; 

underlines the importance of requesting full tariff dismantling from its trading partners 

and a full removal of non-tariff barriers to trade, avoiding the weakening of rules of origin 

and the use of duty drawback; 

5. Believes there is a need for a new European trade policy which recognises the need for 

both knowledge enterprises and manufacturing enterprises in Europe and which 

accordingly promotes further manufacturing in Europe and does not incentivise business 

to delocalise outside of the single market; is of the opinion that trade agreements with 

external partners should: 

 - take into account all the factors affecting the competitiveness of European industry, 

SMEs, the agricultural sector and the food production industry , bearing in mind the 

growing trade deficit in agricultural goods and the high standards that must be 

observed by EU industry; 

 - seek mutually beneficial cooperation with developing countries; 
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 - seek to combat third countries’ trade-distorting measures, such as export duties and 

unfair public support to domestic production; 

6. Stresses the importance of concluding bilateral free trade agreements between the EU and 

– in particular – South American and Asian growth economies in the context of increased 

growth and freedom to compete on an international stage under mutually recognised, 

transparent and fair conditions; recognises that free trade agreements not only enable each 

of the parties to benefit from economies of scale but also create the opportunity for the EU 

to focus on the knowledge and manufacturing industries in which it has a competitive 

advantage on the world market; considers that these free trade agreements can help boost 

both the quantity and quality of products and services on the world market, and that this is 

specially necessary in the light of Europe’s demographic challenges; 

7. Notes the pace of the ongoing negotiations on bilateral free trade agreements, which cover 

only part of the EU’s overall international trade; stresses that greater and more pressing 

attention should be paid to emerging markets of strategic importance; stresses the need to 

reduce the existing trade deficit with China and to win increased access to this expanding 

market; 

8. Underlines the importance of conducting impact assessments before starting trade 

negotiations and before concluding the negotiations; considers that conducting ex-post 

evaluations after the ratification of trade agreements could be of high relevance for future 

decision-making; 

9. Takes the view that the development of European trade policy must include an increase in 

the number of jobs; 

10. Considers that the coherence of internal and external dimensions of industrial policy must 

be continually strengthened in order to ensure regulatory predictability, simplicity, 

stability and a level playing field for European industry on both the internal and external 

markets; 

11. Highlights the importance of promoting convergence or equivalence in international 

standards and certification practices with third countries; calls for a strengthened link 

between external and single-market regulations to reduce unnecessary costs for enterprises 

and to eliminate regulatory barriers and speed up innovation and access to trade; 

12. Stresses that such harmonisation cannot be carried out at the price of lower technical, 

health and safety and consumer protection standards; calls on the Commission to protect 

EU standards and to effectively enforce them vis-à-vis importers and economic operators 

who market their products in Europe; 

13. Calls on the Member States and the Commission to develop a favourable environment 

stimulating the start-up and growth of enterprises and the exchange of young 

entrepreneurs, to create the conditions for the internationalisation of European SMEs, to 

strengthen their access to international trade funding and credit insurance, their innovative 

capacity, particularly with regard to creating a low-carbon economy, and their 

competitiveness and development, in order to protect their position against unfair or 

distorted competition; calls on the Commission to address the trade obstacles, such as 
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tariff and non-tariff barriers to trade, faced by SMEs, given their importance for the 

European economy; 

14. Stresses the importance of developing and protecting the EU’s competitive advantages in 

the area of innovative products; 

15. Emphasises the strategic importance of a sustainable and undisrupted supply of raw 

materials for the eco-efficient development and greater competitiveness of European 

industry; calls, therefore, on the Commission to present an ambitious and comprehensive 

raw materials policy strategy for Europe, with concrete measures designed to improve fair 

access to raw materials on both internal and external markets and to achieve effective 

resource efficiency through recycling, substitution, waste management, research and data 

sharing on raw materials; warns European industry against relying on monopolistic 

suppliers of raw materials, as is the case, for example, with suppliers of rare earth metals; 

16. Underlines the significance of multilateral rules in energy trade which guarantee fair and 

equal access conditions to sustainable and safe sources of energy; 

17. Notes that the Commission foresees further use of extraordinary unilateral commercial 

concessions in the event of natural disasters; stresses that the burden of such measures is 

not evenly borne by all Member States, affecting preferentially specific countries, regions, 

industry sectors and jobs; calls on the Commission to undertake a careful ex-ante 

evaluation of the impact of such instruments; 

18. Calls for action to underpin and promote ecological growth, efficient use of resources and 

the protection of biodiversity, accompanied by fair and sustainable competition; 

19. Highlights the fact that, in the context of globalisation, a more open international trade 

system produces differential impacts across European countries, affecting internal 

cohesion; points to the need to expand and simplify the European Globalisation 

Adjustment Fund as an instrument that helps fight the negative effects of globalisation; in 

addition, calls for the mobilisation of the relevant EU internal policies, such as support for 

innovation and SMEs, to accelerate restructuring and adaptation to new trade conditions in 

disadvantaged regions; 

20. Is of the opinion that achieving climate goals is possible only by cooperation with the 

EU’s main trade partners, who at the same time are the biggest CO2 producers; is 

therefore convinced that only a global, multilateral climate agreement would allow 

European industry to sustain its competitiveness; is furthermore convinced that trade 

agreements should include symmetrical requirements for production of imported goods to 

the EU in terms of greenhouse gases emissions. 
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