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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Agriculture and 

Rural Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in 

its motion for a resolution: 

1.  Considers the global increase in demand for food and current price pressure, market 

fluctuations and volatility and ask for appropriate anti-cyclical measures in response to 

the strong market fluctuations; therefore notes that Europe needs a stronger, greener and 

more competitive agricultural sector in order to secure the long term supply of safe and 

high quality foods at affordable prices for all European consumers and in order to meet 

the future challenges in creating sustainable jobs and economic growth and securing the 

environment and climate while meeting the increased world wide demand for food; 

2.  Emphasizes that the agricultural, forestry and fisheries sector contributes with  355 

billion euros to the EU economy and represents 8.6 percent of the total EU employment 

as the sector is not only providing foods, but also plays an important role as a source of 

non-mineral raw materials necessary for the functioning of many industries; notes that 

this is the first CAP reform in an EU of 27 Member States and that it is important, in 

order to encourage the continuance of agriculture in the various European countries and 

territories, whilst avoiding any attempt to renationalise what is a common policy; 

stresses that the new CAP must create a fair and balanced distribution among the 

Member States;  

3.  Calls for a CAP that is coherent and supports the objectives of other EU policies, 

especially on forestry and agriculture, but also policies on renewable and green energy, 

biodiversity, industry, research, innovation and the Europe 2020 strategy; believes that 

targets for the use of sustainable energy should be included in the CAP; 

4.  Stresses the need to establish an appropriate level of funding commensurate with the 

new CAP objectives, or at least maintain current budget appropriations for the next 

programming period; 

5.  Recognizes the role of the agricultural sector in delivering environmental public goods; 

furthermore, believes there is a significant and unexploited potential of agriculture in 

the sectors of energy savings and energy efficiency as well as a renewable energy 

provider; therefore notes that the reform of the CAP should also be geared to unlocking 

the full potential of agriculture as a provider of environmental public goods and 

renewable energy; stresses the agricultural sector's role in reducing CO2 emissions by 

producing next-generation biofuels that do not compete with food production and by 

absorption of CO2 by cultivated crops/plants or directly by the soil; 

6.  In this regard notes that next-generation bio-technology is ready now and therefore 

urges the Commission to develop a cross-sectoral biomass policy for next-generation 

bio-technology including sustainability criteria for biomass as part of the reform of the 

CAP to enable the development of a sustainable market for biomass from agriculture, 

agro industrial enterprises and forestry by incentivising the collection of available 

residue for bioenergy production, whilst preventing an increase in emissions and a loss 
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of biodiversity; 

7.  Believes that both the first and second pillar should contribute to achieving greener 

modes of production as they are of different scope and objective; therefore, under the 

second pillar, there is a need to create mechanisms stimulating the growth of energy 

efficiency (p.ex. thermal modernisation of buildings, replacement of the equipment for 

less energy intensive, heat recuperation or use of the solar energy) as well as  the efforts 

which cannot be undertaken by the individual farmer and that would enable farmers to 

engage in a more effective and greener energy production and more sustainable 

production methods and to meet tomorrow's challenges: competitiveness, adaptation to 

markets, value creation, preservation of natural resources, adaptation to climate change 

etc.; calls for the Commission to prepare an industrial research platform within FP8 and 

enable increased participation by the agricultural industry in the research framework 

programmes that would include research and innovation of new techniques and 

methods, such as development of intelligent and highly productive crops, sustainable 

weeding methods and efficient separation of manure; 

8.  Stresses that under the second pillar the policy of rural development should strengthen 

the measures for young farmers, modernisation and restructuring of farms, farmers in 

areas with special natural constraints and geographic handicaps and farmers that opt for 

a more sustainable agriculture and organic farming in order to create rural districts and 

quality agro food districts;  

9.  Stresses that rational European policies such as cheaper diesel for agricultural use, 

excise tax exemptions for power and fuel produced for agricultural purposes, 

particularly for electrically powered irrigation pumps, could help European farmers to 

produce more and supply both the domestic  and export markets in agricultural 

products; 

10.  Suggests that the greening component should be designed in a way where farmers will 

be entitled to additional support if they provide environmental public goods that 

constitute added value for the EU and that are relevant in all Member States but for 

which they are not rewarded by the market such as green cover, crop rotation and 

establishment of no-spray zones; highlights the necessity of the greening component to 

provide flexibility and choice for the farmer to ensure its purpose as a business 

opportunity and incentive-tool; 

11.  Underlines that the greening component should be mandatory for Member States to 

implement; by making the greening component part of the first pillar, hence part of the 

direct payments constituting 25 to 30% hereof, it will be an EU-wide incentivisation 

scheme targeted at enhancing sustainability by providing farmers with real economic 

incentive for greener ways of production and compensate them for the higher 

production costs related to this; 

12.  In addition stresses that the CAP reform and in this regard the greening component must 

not lead to increased bureaucracy for European farmers; a simple and logic system is 

needed, and the control of the fulfilment of the greening component should therefore be 

included in the existing cross compliance control mechanisms; urges the Commission to 

incorporate simplification at the outset when it presents legislative proposals; 
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13.  Stresses that the greening component must take the different needs, challenges and 

starting points of the Member States into account to ensure that all farmers will have 

equal opportunities of receiving the greening component; therefore already initiated 

greening elements should be allowed to be taken into account; 

14.  Underlines that the environmental initiatives in the first pillar should be European in 

nature, and complement the environmental measures in the second pillar, which focus 

on national, regional, and local priorities and specificities; believes that the greening 

component must be a part of the direct payments in the first pillar to link the delivery of 

environmental public goods to the direct payments in a simple and transparent manner 

that is equally implemented across Member States and to ensure that it incentivises 

farmers' environmental commitments so that the agricultural sector complies with the 

high EU environmental and energy standards; stresses that the green element in the first 

pillar should not limit the functioning of existing agricultural-environmental instruments 

in the second pillar. 

15.  Stresses the importance of innovative irrigation systems to ensure the sustainability of 

European agriculture, given the devastating effects of climate change such as drought, 

heat waves and  desertification on farmland intended to supply the populace with food; 

16.  Stresses that the CAP should be gender neutral and that both spouses should be 

provided with the same rights when working in the business; highlights the fact that 

about 42% of the 26.7 million people working regularly in agriculture in the European 

Union are women, but that only one holding in five (around 29%) is managed by a 

woman; 

17.  Stresses the need to develop efficient irrigation systems so as to ensure efficient 

agricultural methods in the Member States capable of covering domestic food demand 

and supplying the export market in agricultural products, bearing in mind that there will 

in future be  a shortage of water and in particular drinking water; 

18.  Wishes a ceiling to be introduced for aid, based on the area of a holding, in the interests 

of social efficiency and in order to avoid counteracting schemes which assist the taking 

over of farms and start-ups by new farmers. 
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