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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Transport and 

Tourism, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 

for a resolution: 

1. Acknowledges that the EU has to move towards a more sustainable, efficient and 

competitive transport sector which contributes to its emission reduction targets and to 

lowering dependency on energy and energy imports, including from unstable and 

undemocratic regimes, as well as to full integration of EU regions, in order to be 

competitive in the world economy; 

2. Points out that the transport sector accounts for more than a quarter of the EU’s CO2 

emissions; emphasises the many initiatives the European Union has taken to reduce 

transport emissions and to promote the competitiveness and efficiency of the European 

transport sector, such as the Eurovignette, the deployment of Intelligent Transport 

Systems, fuel efficiency for vehicles and labelling of tyres; stresses that the transport 

sector’s emissions are still rising and that the sector’s commitments to take action must be 

stepped up, i.e. by addressing the inadequacy of infrastructure to promote energy 

efficiency and by applying green technologies; 

3. Is aware of the major contribution made by the transport sector to industrial policy, 

competitiveness and the EU’s trade balance; notes that in 2009 exports of machinery and 

equipment in the transport sector totalled EUR 454.7 billion, accounting for 41.5% of all 

exports outside the EU-27; notes further that in 2009 the EU registered its biggest trade 

surpluses in the areas of machinery and equipment in the transport sector (EUR 112.6 

billion) and transport services (EUR 21.5 billion); 

4. Stresses that energy saving, including fuel efficiency standards, and emission reduction 

policies for the transport sector can drive EU competitiveness and innovation as well as 

resulting in considerable savings without constraining mobility; believes that any new 

targets should be based on a broad agreement between all the parties concerned and 

should be achievable by implementing the technical progress made; believes that a 

resource-efficient transport sector can only be achieved by a balanced and integrated 

policy approach that provides the right incentives for economic actors; 

5. Emphasises the high potential of energy efficiency and renewable energy sources for the 

transport sector; stresses that the energy and climate targets for the transport sector can be 

reached by applying a mix of different energy sources and by exploiting the existing 

energy saving options; 

6. Notes that many innovations in fuel efficient technology are already fully available on the 

market; 

7. Emphasises the importance of promoting electro-mobility, coupled with the introduction 

of more renewable energy in the electricity sector, to meet the Europe 2020 goals, in 

particular green jobs and growth as well as reducing air pollution; notes that electrification 

of transport will firstly focus on passenger transport; stresses the need to take and to 
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implement the necessary regulatory measures and urges the Commission and Member 

States to swiftly adopt common interoperable standards and to roll-out charging 

infrastructure across the EU; believes that the ‘electric mobility’ debate should be put into 

a well balanced context, to include the potential of the market for electric bicycles and the 

experience in mass transit by electrified tramways and trains; 

8. Emphasises the great potential ICT and Intelligent Transport Systems and Services have 

to reduce transport emissions in travel and freight, especially in connection with a future 

energy system in which electrified transport plays a crucial role; takes the view that it is 

necessary to step up the transport sector’s obligations in terms of technology and to 

promote more efficient organisation of transport services; stresses the need to promote 

innovative solutions such as optimised route planning, intermodality or communication 

between vehicles and infrastructure; recalls that use of ICT, and especially of 

videoconferencing, can help reduce the need to travel, for both individuals and businesses; 

9. Stresses the need for intra-modal transport solutions and that no single form of transport 

can deliver on all accounts as there is a clear need for a smarter combination of road 

transport, railway, aviation and shipping; 

10. Considers that the use of ICT in the road transport sector and its interfaces with other 

modes of transport will make a significant contribution to improving environmental 

performance, efficiency, road transport safety and security, public safety and the mobility 

of passengers and goods, while also ensuring the proper functioning of the internal 

market, greater competitiveness and higher employment; stresses the imperative need to 

adapt ICT standardisation policy which will not only contribute to the development of ITS 

but also to speeding up work on technical standards for electric vehicles and smart grids 

and meters; these should be implemented in the context of the following priority area: 

provision at EU level of information services concerning multimodal transport options; 

11. Reiterates its opinion that there is a need for modular road trains to be more widely 

deployed, as these are a sustainable solution which contributes to a higher energy 

efficiency level in the road transport sector; acknowledges further that the diverging sets 

of rules which modular road trains encounter when crossing country borders are 

detrimental to increased use of this method of road transport; calls upon the Commission 

to inquire which differences in rules can easily be bridged and how an increased level of 

cross-border transport by modular road trains can be ensured; 

12. Points out that European research can provide new solutions to reduce CO2 emissions and 

increase transport efficiency, and welcomes the Commission’s strategic approach in this 

regard; stresses the need for a subprogramme dedicated to mobility with as its objective 

increasing transport efficiency e.g. by promoting smart and interoperable routing systems 

for all transport modes, integrating systems such as Galileo, SESAR, ERTMS etc; notes 

that cutting-edge technologies such as Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) or 

EGNOS/Galileo could be used in implementing ITS applications; calls for EGNOS 

certification, given that this is a key element in terms of use; believes furthermore that 

more efficient ways of commercialising research results are needed, together with further 

research into the integration of ever increasing volumes of renewable energy in 

conjunction with a more intelligent energy system in which electrified transport is a 
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central feature of the solution; 

13. Calls on the Commission to promote the development and use of innovative devices to 

improve energy efficiency (e.g. spoilers for trucks and other forms of improved 

aerodynamics, or functioning) for all means of transport in a cost-efficient manner; 

14. Reiterates that fuel diversification and strengthening energy security are two major 

challenges for the EU’s transport sector, to which electricity domestically produced out of 

various energy vectors can contribute significantly; 

15. Underlines that the European Union should maintain its strong position on the world 

market in the field of sustainable transport and mobility products, such as rail signalling 

and infrastructure systems, mobility management software; insists, therefore, that its 

efforts in sustainable surface transport research and development be increased; 

16. Advocates an increased role for genuinely sustainable biofuels, in particular second 

generation biofuels, in the EU energy mix, taking into account indirect land use change; 

emphasises the economic advantage for EU industry of shifting production to second 

generation biofuels; notes, nevertheless, that any introduction of a higher proportion of 

biofuels has to be well prepared, ideally harmonised within the EU, communicated and 

executed, that all relevant stakeholders have to be ready to supply the requested fuel mix 

at the time of its introduction, and that public authorities need to explain the consequences 

of any change in the fuel mix; 

17. Considers that diversification of energy sources is necessary for security of supply and in 

this regard is of the opinion that any new tax incentives have to be considered from the 

point of view of a sustainable and competitive fuel mix in the transport sector; 

18. Stresses that reducing administrative burdens is essential if there is to be full 

interoperability on Europe’s railways and that the authorisation procedure for rolling 

stock, in particular, needs to be made more effective and standardised throughout the EU;  

19. Stresses that electric cars have huge potential as a means of transport, especially in urban 

areas; asks the Commission and the Member States to step up work on developing 

common European standards for charging, and stresses that the development of smart 

grids is crucial for the success of electric cars; 

20. Recognises that Europe’s railway industry is increasingly vulnerable to competition on the 

EU market from third-country suppliers; expresses concern at the substantial barriers in 

existence that block EU suppliers from bidding for public contracts in non-EU countries; 

21. Draws attention to the role of electric vehicles in the development of energy-efficient 

transport, and recommends that the Member States act to implement Directive 

2009/33/EC on the promotion of clean and energy-efficient road transport vehicles, in the 

context of public transport; 

22. Points up the need to create, at European level, an even stronger environment and 

incentives for decarbonisation of the transport sector; 
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