
 

AD\884602EN.doc  PE472.209v02-00 

EN United in diversity EN 

  

 EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014 

 

Committee on Industry, Research and Energy 
 

2011/2095(INI) 

24.11.2011 

OPINION 

of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy 

for the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 

on a roadmap for moving to a competitive low carbon economy in 2050 

(2011/2095(INI)) 

Rapporteur for the opinion (*): Mario Pirillo 

(*) Procedure with associated committees – Rule 50 of the Rules of Procedure



 

PE472.209v02-00 2/7 AD\884602EN.doc 

EN 

PA_NonLeg 



 

AD\884602EN.doc 3/7 PE472.209v02-00 

 EN 

SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on the 

Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 

following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Welcomes the Commission communication on a roadmap for moving to a competitive 

low carbon economy in 2050 and considers that measures should be implemented in a 

coordinated, cost-efficient and effective way, allowing for the specific characteristics of 

Member States; points out that the current financial and economic crisis must be borne in 

mind when designing policies to ensure and support upfront investments which contribute 

to increased renewable energy sources in order to reduce energy costs in the long term and 

improve energy efficiency in the fields of energy provision and transport; emphasises that 

a sustainable low carbon economy represents a great opportunity to bring the crisis to an 

end in terms of economic growth and increased employment, particularly in green jobs; 

2. Recalls that the long-term economic costs of not taking action to prevent climate change 

far outweigh the short-term costs of taking strong and decisive action now; 

3. Recalls that world primary energy demand will increase by more than 30% up to 2035, 

thereby increasing global competition for energy resources; 

4. Recognises that climate change is a global issue; points out that unilateral action is not 

sufficient for the purpose of reducing emissions sufficiently rapidly and that the extensive 

involvement of non EU-countries is necessary; stresses that the EU must continue to act 

constructively in global climate negotiations and European climate diplomacy needs to be 

further developed under the umbrella of the EEAS; reiterates the need for an international 

post-2012 agreement and for firm and more ambitious commitments from all developed 

countries and for countries with high rates of economic growth to adopt ambitious and 

sufficient targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions; points out that the main 

challenge for a sustainable low carbon economy is to ensure that climate change policies 

are integrated into all key fields of activity relating to energy, transport, agriculture, 

education, innovation, etc.; 

5. Calls for the Commission to set interim greenhouse gas emission reduction targets for 

2030 and 2040, including concrete objectives for each sector, together with an ambitious 

timetable; calls for greater consistency among Community programmes and policies in 

order to achieve the roadmap’s objectives and ensure its priorities are fully integrated in 

the new 2014-2020 Multiannual Financial Framework; acknowledges that delivering the 

20% energy efficiency target would allow the EU to reduce its internal CO2 emissions by 

25% or more by 2020, and that this reduction would still be on a cost-effective path 

towards the long-term 2050 target of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 80-95% from 

1990 levels; notes that, according to the roadmap, a less ambitious approach would result 

in significantly higher costs over the entire period; recalls, however, that the cost-

effectiveness of investments should always be measured in the light of Member State 

budgets; 

6. Emphasises that China is the world leader in terms of installed wind farm capacity, that 
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Chinese and Indian producers are among the top ten wind turbine producers, and that 

China and Taiwan currently manufacture most of the world’s photovoltaic panels; calls on 

the Commission and the Member States to take steps to promote the eco-efficient 

development and production in the EU of these technologies and of new, innovative 

technologies needed to achieve ambitious targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas 

emissions; 

7. Hopes that concrete and measurable targets will swiftly be established for each sector, in 

order to inspire confidence and cooperation among, and to encourage, private investors 

and a better use of European funds; stresses that renewable energy, innovation and the 

development and deployment of breakthrough technologies contribute to the fight against 

climate change and, at the same time, help convince the EU’s partners worldwide that 

emissions reductions are feasible without losing competitiveness or putting at risk job 

creation; considers it essential that Europe and its Member States lead by example in 

establishing a system for investment in new, energy-efficient and low carbon 

technologies; calls for the reinforcement of existing financing schemes in order to achieve 

the roadmap objectives, as well as for discussions to be promptly launched on the 

financial instruments that need to be deployed, and for the facilitation of better synergies 

between national and European financing schemes; believes that multisource financing 

schemes can be an effective tool; emphasises the important role of regional and cohesion 

policy funding as the main instrument for co-financing regional measures for the 

transition to a low carbon economy; considers that a significant proportion of financing 

for the 2014-2020 programming period should be allocated to meeting the objectives of 

the 2050 roadmap; 

8. Draws attention to the fact that the EU and the Member States have not invested 

sufficiently in measures to reduce CO2 emissions or to increase energy efficiency in the 

fields of construction and transport; calls on the Commission and Member States to 

allocate increased funding to measures to increase the energy efficiency of buildings and 

of centralised urban heating and cooling networks, both in the review of the current 

Financial Perspective and under future Multiannual Financial Frameworks; 

9. Considers that the achievement of these objectives by 2050, without prejudging Member 

States’ own energy mixes, could lead to a reduction in consumption, increased security 

and reliability of energy supply and the containment of energy price volatility, thus 

providing fair and competitive energy prices for consumers and businesses and improving 

the EU’s competitiveness and employment growth; 

10. Recalls existing assessments which indicate that improving energy efficiency and 

reducing energy use by 20% compared to 2020 projections is not currently on track; calls 

for rapid action, greater ambition and stronger political commitment to achieve the 2020 

targets and to look beyond 2020, thus bringing in appropriate investments; endorses the 

conclusion in the Commission’s roadmap that energy efficiency policies are key to further 

reducing carbon emissions; considers therefore that binding targets should not be 

excluded; stresses that energy efficiency measures lead to job creation, economic savings, 

and increased security of supply and competitiveness; welcomes in this regard the 

priorities set by the proposed Energy Efficiency Directive for increasing energy efficiency 

in all sectors, and particularly in buildings through the renovation of existing building 
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stock, focusing on a target for the renovation of public buildings; calls for an increase in 

resources and measures to mobilise new sources of funding at European and national 

level, including through new financing instruments; highlights the importance of private 

investment to overcome the current budgetary constraints in the public sector; 

11. Underlines the importance of R&D for the development of low-emission and energy-

efficient technologies; calls on the EU to take a leading role in research into climate-

friendly and energy-efficient technologies and to develop close scientific cooperation with 

international partners, with a special emphasis on clean and sustainable technologies 

which will deliver for 2020 under the SET-Plan – the EU’s flagship initiative on low 

carbon technologies; emphasises that funds for all types of energy research under the 

Horizon 2020 initiative must be increased, particularly those for renewable energy; recalls 

that current financial allocations in the energy area represent only 0.5% of the EU budget 

for 2007-2013, which is not in line with the EU’s political priorities; 

12. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to consider it a priority, with a view to 

reducing transport pollutant emissions, to invest in developing a pan-European intelligent 

energy network that can harness energy generated at local and regional level, including 

from renewable sources, and which helps to develop the necessary infrastructure for the 

use of electric vehicles; 

13. Underlines the important role of renewable energy, including innovative developments in 

this field, and the urgent need for better solutions as regards storage, increasing energy 

efficiency and ensuring efficient energy transmission, including appropriate infrastructure 

measures; recognises the significant progress achieved by Member States in the 

development of renewable sources of energy since binding targets were set for 2020; 

draws attention to the importance of continuing this approach and setting further binding 

renewable energy targets for 2030, taking into account the possibility and macro-

economic impact of doing so; points out that such action will help achieve the 2050 

objectives, give industry the investment certainty it requires, significantly reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions, create employment, promote the EU’s energy independence, 

and foster technological leadership and industrial innovation; stresses that meeting the 

targets set in national renewable energy action plans is crucial for the achievement of the 

overall EU targets for 2050; considers that the Commission should take measures if 

national targets are not met; 

14. Stresses that increasing resource efficiency through, for instance, waste recycling, better 

waste management and behavioural change plays a very important role in the pursuit of 

the EU’s strategic objectives for CO2 emissions reduction; 

15. Reiterates the importance of providing incentives for public and private investments 

geared to designing and developing easily replicable technologies to improve the quality 

of energy saving and efficiency; 

16. Recalls that electricity grids will have to be upgraded and developed, in particular to 

transport renewable energy produced in areas with major potential, such as offshore wind 

energy in the Northern Sea and solar energy in southern Europe, and to accommodate the 

decentralised production of renewable energy; 
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17. Invites the Member States and the Commission to invest more in the energy infrastructure 

necessary for the transformation to a sustainable economy; emphasises that Europe should 

be at the cutting edge in the development of standards and interoperable energy-related 

Internet technologies and energy-efficient ICT applications, in particular smart grids, the 

full and timely deployment of smart home systems such as smart meters designed to 

benefit the consumer, and modernising and developing an interconnected European 

electricity supergrid and LNG infrastructures; emphasises, with regard to inter-regional 

connections, the need to launch an investment plan based notably on the European Energy 

Infrastructure Package to secure the diversification of energy supply sources; calls on the 

Commission to propose practical solutions for the efficient integration of large amounts of 

renewables by promoting market rules that allow for efficient and transparent international 

power exchange; calls therefore for the swift integration and uptake of cross-border 

electricity markets; recognises the urgent need for a long-term vision given the many 

years required to build energy infrastructure with a long lifetime; welcomes the focus on 

energy infrastructure in the proposed Connecting Europe Facility; 

18. Calls for assurance that Article 10(3) of Directive 2003/87/EC establishing a scheme for 

greenhouse gas emission allowance trading will be applied, in particular with regard to 

investment in R&D; requests that a report be sent to Parliament;  

19. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to push for a more rapid implementation 

of the G20 agreement on removing fossil-fuel subsidies; stresses that, in order to have the 

desired impact, implementation has to be internationally coordinated; 

20. Notes the roadmap’s conclusion that the power sector should decarbonise almost 

completely by 2050 (93%-99% emissions reduction); recognises that from an EU 

industrial perspective, first movers on low-emission technologies have a competitive 

advantage in today and tomorrow’s low carbon world; notes that emission reductions 

should therefore be achieved in a way which does not harm the EU’s competitiveness and 

addresses the risk of carbon leakage, especially in energy-intensive sectors; 

21. Notes the shift in sustainable scientific and technological innovation away from Europe to 

other parts of the world, which may lead to the EU losing its technological leadership in 

the field and turn it into a net importer of these technologies and related finished products; 

emphasises, therefore, the importance of European added value for the development and 

domestic production of technologies and products, in particular for energy efficiency and 

renewables; 

22. Notes that the IEA’s World Energy Outlook 2011 includes a ‘lower-nuclear’ case 

according to which the projected increase in worldwide CO2 emissions from the power 

sector would be substantially higher in the medium term due to an increased use of fossil 

fuels; reiterates that the decision by some Member States to shut down some existing 

nuclear reactors must not serve as justification to reduce the level of ambition in their 

current climate policies; states that, according to the IEA, achieving the 2°C goal would 

require faster development and deployment of CCS technologies in both coal and gas-

fired power plants; points out, however, that CCS technology is still at the testing and pre-

commercial stage, so alternative scenarios also need to be considered, such as high 

renewables and energy efficiency scenarios; 
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