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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Regional 

Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 

motion for a resolution: 

1. Welcomes the Commission’s renewed strategy for the Union’s outermost regions (ORs), 

which will address OR performance in terms of the goals of EU 2020, i.e. those of smart, 

sustainable and inclusive growth; underlines the advantages of developing a 

neighbourhood policy focused on the emergence of proper integrated regional markets; 

stresses that the implementation of the EU 2020 strategy should be adapted to the specific 

reality of the ORs; 

2. Calls for smart specialisation strategies and long-term investment in the ORs, within the 

framework of the EU 2020 strategy and of cohesion funding, and with a view to ensuring 

active participation in the flagship projects; 

3. Insists on the need to analyse the growth factors in these regions characterised by 

structural difficulties, identifying strategies that offer scope for improving their 

competitiveness as well as others aimed at reducing their dependency; considers it 

fundamental to identify strategic projects by means of thorough ex-ante analyses and ex-

post evaluations, which are essential for determining the socio-economic impact of such 

projects; favours, in addition, including in such analyses the various regional, local and 

civil society actors, who have real knowledge of the strengths as well as the weaknesses of 

these regions; 

4. Considers that one of the main weaknesses of the ORs is resource management; believes it 

is necessary to equip them with sufficient rudiments to allow them to manage their 

investments, especially with regard to infrastructure as it relates not only to transport, but 

also to water, energy and waste management; 

5. Underscores the need to establish a clear link between targets and funds; observes with 

concern that in the new Commission proposal on the future Multiannual Financial 

Framework to begin in 2014, cohesion policy is one of the policies most affected by cuts, 

and that, consequently, the resources allocated to the development of the ORs will fall by 

7.5 %, to EUR 70 million less than those allocated for the preceding period; 

6. Calls for a better integration of the ORs into the Union and into their geographical areas; 

highlights in this context the potential of the ORs to act as bridges for research, 

knowledge and innovation between Europe and third countries, and calls on the Union and 

the Member States to take account of their important role when dealing with third 

countries; 

7. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to make use of the geographical and 

territorial characteristics of the ORs so as to allow them to contribute to achieving the 

targets set in the EU 2020 strategy, also by adapting the European programmes according 

to their specificities; 
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8. Recognises the need to unlock innovative potential and the spirit of enterprise in the ORs, 

in particular through exchange networks; notes with concern their low participation in the 

Research Framework Programme; calls for the adaptation of cohesion policy and research 

and innovation policies to the specific needs of the ORs, and for the development of 

synergies between the Research Framework Programme Horizon 2020 and the Structural 

Funds, so as to encourage the participation of fledgling units of excellence and increase 

investment in training; 

9.  Underlines that the use of cohesion policy instruments should be adapted to the ORs’ 

economies, with due regard to the importance of their small and medium-sized enterprises 

and the need for competitiveness and employment; 

10. Stresses the importance of supporting small and medium-sized enterprises through the 

allocation of Union funds, with the aim of developing the productive fabric of the ORs 

and as a means of promoting workers’ skills, thus enhancing region-specific products and 

the local economy; 

11. Notes with concern the effects of climate change in the ORs, most notably rising water 

levels; calls on the Union to address these issues in its climate change prevention and 

response strategy; recommends the appropriate use of energy resources and the 

development of the potential of renewable energies; 

12. Considers it necessary to help Member States ensure that the inhabitants of these regions 

have full access to the sources of the information and communication media provided by 

new technologies, e.g. broadband technology and wireless technologies, including 

satellite, and, in particular, access to broadband infrastructure so as to promote economic 

growth and better administration through the digitisation of services; calls on the 

Commission and the Member States to ensure that all inhabitants of the ORs have access 

to broadband internet by 2013; 

13. Recognises, in view of the fact that the digital economy is without doubt a driver of 

economic development in the EU, the effects of the growing problem of digital exclusion, 

which can become a serious barrier to development; 

14. Stresses the importance of enhancing public services with a view to the economic and 

social cohesion of the ORs, and specifically air and marine transport, energy, 

communications and research; 

15. Considers that the development of crossborder e-government services will contribute to 

the integration of the ORs into the internal market of the Union; 
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