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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Regional 

Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 

motion for a resolution: 

1. Recalls that Parliament has already adopted the report on the role of EU cohesion policy 

and its actors in implementing the new European energy policy, and that this report also 

covers energy efficiency issues; 

2. Stresses that cohesion policy will play a key role in implementing the measures necessary 

to achieve the Union’s target of saving 20 % of primary energy consumption by 2020, and 

in paving the way for further energy efficiency improvements beyond that date; 

3. Notes that the primary objective of cohesion policy remains the reduction of the 

economic, social and territorial disparities between regions and considers that energy 

efficiency policies should not interfere with this objective; stresses that some of the EU’s 

poorest regions may have different priorities and require investment in other areas first; 

underlines that the strength of cohesion policy lies in its flexibility and the decentralised 

administration of funds at local level; 

4. Points out that investment in energy efficiency contributes to economic growth, 

employment, particularly at local and regional level, innovation, energy independence and 

a reduction in energy poverty in households, and can therefore make a positive 

contribution to economic, social and territorial cohesion; emphasises that the allocation of 

funds must be based on principles of proportionality, cost-effectiveness and economic 

effectiveness and that it must not increase administrative burdens; 

5. Emphasises that bureaucracy and lack of procedural clarity have made access to the 

Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund difficult and discouraged those actors most in 

need of such funding from applying; supports, therefore, the simplification of rules and 

procedures, the removal of red tape, and increased flexibility in allocating these funds at 

both EU and national level; believes that simplification will contribute to the efficient 

allocation of funds, higher absorption rates, fewer errors and reduced payment periods, 

and allow the poorest Member States and regions to take full advantage of the financial 

instruments intended to reduce regional and inter-state disparities; considers that a balance 

needs to be struck between simplification and the stability of rules and procedures; 

6. Stresses that Member States should not await the final deadline for the implementation of 

Directive 2010/31/EC and should invest in the development of new and more energy-

efficient materials and technologies for the purposes of job creation, industrial recovery 

and the increased competitiveness of EU regions; 

7. Underlines the potential benefits available under the JESSICA and ELENA initiatives for 

sustainable energy investment at local level, with a view to helping cities and regions 

embark on viable investment projects in the fields of energy efficiency, and calls for the 

promotion of these initiatives; 

8. Considers it to be of paramount importance to be able to use the Structural Funds, the 
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Cohesion Fund and other financial and leverage instruments to finance energy efficiency, 

particularly in the housing sector; calls on the Commission and the Member States to 

disseminate clear, easily accessible information on the financial instruments, incentives, 

grants and loans available to support energy efficiency service projects; 

9. Stresses the importance of integrating energy efficiency dimension into the research and 

innovation strategies for smart specialisation that Member States and regions will have to 

design in order to access innovation funding under the future Cohesion Policy; 

10. Is concerned about recent developments in countries such as Bulgaria, where high energy 

prices have caused social unrest, and calls for targeted measures to make energy 

affordable for ordinary citizens; 

11. Emphasises in particular the potential social benefits of investments in energy efficiency 

as they can contribute to reducing energy bills for consumers;  

12. Recalls in particular the energy saving potential of public buildings and housing, which 

represent 40 % of the Union’s final energy consumption, and urges Member States to 

swiftly adopt long-term strategies beyond 2020 for mobilising investment in the 

renovation of residential and commercial buildings with a view to improving the energy 

performance of the building stock, as required by Directive 2012/27/EU; 

13. Points out that by 31 December 2020 all new buildings must be nearly-zero energy 

buildings and new publicly owned and occupied buildings must be nearly-zero energy 

buildings two years before this;  urges the Member States accordingly to step up  the 

formulation of national programmes for increasing the number of nearly-zero energy 

buildings  and to introduce provisions for the definition of nearly-zero energy buildings, 

reflecting the situation at national, regional or local level in this respect; 

14. Stresses the importance of cohesion policy, and of the financial resources allocated to it, 

for the full development of smart grids and intelligent networks, which result in more 

efficient energy systems across the regions, reducing energy consumption and energy loss; 

15. Calls on the Commission to help Member States to improve their administrative capacities 

and information channels in order to achieve better targeting of existing funds; invites 

Member States to make full use of the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund to trigger 

investment in energy efficiency improvement measures;  

16. Calls on the Member States to facilitate the establishment of financing facilities for energy 

efficiency improvement measures to maximise the benefits of multiple streams of 

financing, as required by Directive 2012/27/EU; calls on the Commission to assist the 

Member States in setting up financing facilities and to facilitate the exchange of best 

practice among the competent national or regional authorities or bodies; 

17. Urges the Member States to launch information campaigns regarding the benefits in terms 

of comfort and lower utility bills accruing from increased energy efficiency in residences; 

points out at the same time that it is with regard to buildings rather than individual units 

(e.g. apartments) that measures to increase energy efficiency are the most efficient; 

18. Is concerned about the recent findings of the Court of Auditors, which indicate that 
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cohesion policy investments in energy efficiency have not been cost-effective as a result 

of the incorrect implementation and use of funds ring-fenced for this purpose; 

19. Calls on the Commission to implement without delay the recommendations made by the 

Court of Auditors that cohesion policy funding for energy efficiency measures be made 

subject to a proper needs assessment, regular monitoring and the use of comparable 

performance indicators, as well as the use of transparent project selection criteria and 

standard investment costs per unit of energy to be saved, with a maximum acceptable 

simple payback period. 
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