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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Believes that the Commission should undertake a comprehensive review of the 
functioning of the current MFF, followed by a legislative revision;

2. Underlines that, according to the Treaty, Parliament and the Council constitute the two 
arms of the budgetary authority; therefore calls for the full involvement of Parliament in 
the mid-term review and revision of the MFF Regulation;

3. Points out that, while the MFF Regulation has to a large extent remained unchanged since 
its adoption, the framework conditions for its implementation have changed; highlights 
the fact that, following a genuine review, a legislative proposal should address these 
challenges; points out in this regard that the new instruments, such as EFSI, that have been 
set up since the adoption of the MFF Regulation should be duly incorporated into the EU 
budget, without any negative financial impact on the agreed programmes;

4. Notes the considerable long-term impact of EFSI on the EU budget; believes that EFSI 
invests in projects that are not the same as those targeted by Horizon 2020 (H2020) and 
CEF and therefore does not fully compensate for H2020-affected budget lines and CEF; 
stresses, therefore, that if the EU is to reach its research and innovation targets, the 
unanimously agreed level of financing of these programmes needs to be fully restored 
during the MFF revision, and the right balance between grants and financial instruments 
must be maintained; recalls, in this context, that CEF in the area of energy and telecom is 
essential for the completion of the Energy Union and the Digital Union; stresses in this 
regard the importance of securing CEF funding for achieving the 10 % electricity 
interconnectivity target or higher;

5. Points out that the implementation of H2020 and COSME has led to very high absorption 
rates and that this has led to a very low success rate in H2020, which deters potential 
applicants from putting forward their projects;

6. Reiterates the importance of securing funding for the ITER project in order to project 
fusion as a credible sustainable energy source and future element of the energy mix, and 
further attract industry and SMEs as well as research centres;

7. Believes that new political priorities must not be proposed at the expense of the agreed 
programmes of the current MFF, in particular H2020, CEF, COSME, Galileo and 
Copernicus, or of the pre-allocated national envelopes; stresses that in the remaining MFF 
period any new priorities should be supported via new funding; 

8. Calls on the Commission to safeguard the funding already allocated in MFF 2014-2020 
for fast and full completion and operation of the Galileo, EGNOS and Copernicus 
infrastructure, as well as for support for downstream and upstream GNSS applications and 
earth observation activities; reiterates the important role that H2020 can play in helping 
the EU reduce its dependence in terms of critical space technologies; in that connection, 
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recalls that the space part of H2020 falls within the ‘Industrial leadership’ priority, and in 
particular within the specific objective of ‘Leadership in enabling and industrial 
technologies’;

9. Calls for a further strengthening of coordination and a maximising of synergies between 
EFSI, ESIF, H2020, COSME and CEF;

10. Calls on the budgetary authorities to establish the maximum possible flexibility as regards 
channelling unused annual appropriations to the programmes under Heading 1a, such as 
H2020, COSME and the Connecting Europe Facility;

11. Notes that Union programmes have contributed to ensuring access to finance for SMEs in 
the EU, and especially for those operating in Member States affected by severe and 
persistent financial crisis; calls for further resources to be allocated to the programme, for 
even more SMEs and for meeting the various needs of SMEs more adequately; calls in 
particular for the significant extension of the SME instrument under H2020 so as to reach 
at least the legally committed amount under the Horizon 2020 Regulation; stresses that 
access to finance remains a challenge for many SMEs, especially with regard to risk 
financing; calls on the Commission to ensure greater transparency for SME funding, 
including clearer budgetary overview and control, as well as to ensure a genuine bottom-
up approach to its implementation;

12. Recalls the Union's unique ability to initiate international collaboration and mobilise 
public finances on cross-border issues; emphasises that Union funding can actually trigger 
and catalyse actions that Member States are unable to carry out on their own, and can 
create synergies and complementarities with Member States’ activities; 

13. Believes that ambitious goals in sustainable energy policy, energy efficiency and resource 
efficiency policy can deliver cost-efficient benefits for European industry and the 
European economy as a whole; calls for the allocation of EU and Member State public 
and private resources to investments in those priority sectors; believes that further 
synergies between H2020 and smart specialisation initiatives (RIS3) should be fostered to 
ensure better R&D exploitation and support regional economic convergence;

14. Calls for the mid-term evaluation of the MFF programmes on the basis of their 
performance against stipulated targets and objectives, absorption capacity and EU added 
value, as well as newly emerging political priorities as a key point in the management of 
EU spending, taking into account the still existing payment backlog and the late 
implementation of the current framework; underlines also that the post-electoral revision 
is an opportunity for improvements to the MFF encompassing reforms in application, 
management, reporting and control of funds; calls, on the basis of a performance 
assessment which focuses inter alia on sound financial management, for appropriations 
earmarked for programmes which have not been properly implemented to be reallocated 
to programmes which are working well;

15. Considers that all EU budgetary instruments which support investment and innovation 
should be maintained and further developed, and that there is no need to favour one or 
more of these instruments to the detriment of the others; notes the essential role of the EU 
budget in providing an incentive for future spending and in supporting cohesion and the 
effective implementation of policies within the EU.
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