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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas a sustainable and effective forest policy requires reliable information on forest 
resources, their condition, and how they are managed and used, and also reliable 
information on land-use change; 

B. whereas forests and the forest-based value chain are fundamental to the further 
development of the circular bio-economy by providing jobs and economic welfare in 
rural and urban areas, delivering climate change mitigation and offering health-related 
benefits; 

1. Recalls that the EU and its Member States are expected to take urgent action to protect 
and restore forests in order to meet their commitments under the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), the Paris Agreement, the Global Strategic Plan for 
Biodiversity 2011-2020, and the UN Strategic Plan for Forests and its Global Forest 
Goals;

2. Is deeply concerned because, in spite of the efforts by the EU and its Member States, the 
EU’s commitment to halting deforestation by 2020 as part of the SDGs is unlikely to be 
met; strongly supports the Commission, therefore, in its proposal to step up action in 
protecting and restoring the world’s forests;

3. Stresses that global deforestation and forest degradation are serious problems, and 
therefore welcomes the Commission’s communication of 23 July 2019 entitled 
‘Stepping up EU Action to Protect and Restore the World’s Forests’ (COM(2019)0352); 

4. Takes note of the priorities for action set out in the communication, and expresses its 
commitment to engage actively in developing further the actions described in order to 
make them effective and complementary, and calls for their subsequent reinforcement 
and proper implementation; emphasises the need for a holistic approach; stresses the 
need for actions to be based on the three pillars of sustainability, namely environmental, 
economic and social sustainability; 

5. Emphasises that sustainable forest management can prevent deforestation and has a 
positive impact on the health and diversity of forests; provides CO2 sequestration and 
carbon storage in resilient, growing forests; provides carbon storage in harvested wood 
products; and also provides a renewable and climate-friendly raw material, which could 
replace energy-intensive materials and fossil fuels;

6. Stresses the importance of facilitating an inclusive partnership approach at all levels 
with third countries in order to strengthen sustainable land management and agriculture, 
as well as land tenure and good governance, the wood-based and deforestation-free 
circular economy, and to further develop the strong relationship between them in 
combating deforestation, while respecting the rights of indigenous peoples, smallholders 
and local communities; 

7. Notes the importance of ensuring that deforestation is included in country-level political 
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dialogues and of helping partner countries to develop and implement national 
frameworks for forestry and sustainable forestry, taking into account the different types 
of forest management in Member States; emphasises that these national frameworks 
have to reflect domestic needs, as well as global commitments; stresses the need for the 
implementation of incentive mechanisms for smallholder farmers to maintain and 
improve the ecosystem and products provided by sustainable forestry and agriculture; 

8. Highlights the fact that Horizon 2020 has already financed significant research and 
innovation in the transition towards more sustainable land-use practices and supply 
chains in order to halt deforestation and forest degradation; calls for increased funding 
to enable Horizon Europe to continue providing support in these areas; 

9. Stresses the need to foster the implementation of the EU Timber Regulation (EUTR)1 in 
order to prevent the entry of illegally sourced wood into the European single market;

10. Highlights the need to leverage private investments to address the drivers of 
deforestation and to realise the SDGs and the Paris Agreement; to this end, highlights 
the importance of a competitive regulatory environment and the need to fully involve 
stakeholders at all stages of the policy process;

11. Stresses the need for further evaluation of additional WTO-compliant regulatory and 
non-regulatory measures on the demand side to ensure a common understanding of 
deforestation-free supply chains; emphasises the need to increase supply chain 
transparency and minimise the risk of deforestation in general and deforestation 
associated with commodity imports into the EU; calls on the Commission to initiate a 
dialogue with other consuming countries about deforestation-free supply chains, finance 
and investment;

12. Calls on the Commission to support and stimulate industry-driven innovation and 
initiatives to enhance sustainability in value chains;

13. Calls for the Union to support, in close cooperation with Member States, the monitoring 
of deforestation and forest degradation by using Earth observation data from different 
sources and by developing more detailed land imaging satellites in order to monitor 
deforestation accurately and in real time; notes that the information provided would be a 
valuable tool in the fight against deforestation globally;

14. Calls on the Commission to increase the transparency of supply chains, minimise the 
risk of deforestation for industry and consumers, all contributing to ensuring 
deforestation-free supply chains;

15. Stresses the need to strengthen standards and certification systems that already exist 
today instead of incorporating new standards and certificates into the rules, and that, 
furthermore, the standards and certification systems must comply with WTO rules;

16. Calls for awareness raising among consumers and EU industries about the need to 
reduce our consumption footprint on land and encourages people to consume products 
from – and for the EU bio-economy to set up – supply chains that are ‘deforestation-

1 Regulation (EU) No 995/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 October 2010 laying down 
the obligations of operators who place timber and timber products on the market, OJ L 295, 12.11.2010, p. 23.
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free’;

17. Reiterates its request to the Commission to present, without delay, a proposal for a 
European legal framework based on due diligence in order to guarantee sustainable and 
deforestation-free supply chains for all products placed on the EU market in line with 
international standards and obligations; insists that such legislation be accompanied by a 
robust enforcement mechanism and that it include effective, proportionate and 
dissuasive penalties for non-compliance.
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