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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Agriculture and 
Rural Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
into its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission’s decision to prepare a new EU forest strategy; believes that 
the European forest strategy will be an essential element in achieving the European 
Green Deal; underlines that there is no specific legal basis for a common EU forest 
policy, as forest policy is primarily a competence of the Member States; recognises, 
however, that many EU policies have an impact on forests and the forest-based sector 
and require coherence and stronger cross-sectoral coordination through the EU forest 
strategy; notes that a coherent and stable regulatory environment is a prerequisite for 
encouraging innovation and investment in the forest-based sector; 

2. Notes that the European Green Deal, as a new growth strategy for the EU, requires 
investment to fully support a clean and circular economy; highlights the essential role of 
sustainable active forest management for achieving climate neutrality by 2050 and in 
the Union’s circular bio-economy; notes, in particular, the great capacity of managed 
forests to capture carbon dioxide, as well as the potential of forest-based products to 
substitute fossil fuels and materials; believes that, in this context, the strategy should 
support innovation throughout the entire value chain, including by means of facilitating 
the sharing of best practices and by providing a competitive regulatory environment; 
points out the important role that forests and sustainable forest management play 
throughout the entire forest and bioeconomy value chain, especially in terms of 
providing sustainable raw materials to the sector, and in job creation in the Union; 
stresses that the availability of sustainably sourced raw materials should be ensured and 
fostered by a supportive and coherent policy framework for the all sectors involved;

3. Stresses the need for the new forest strategy to be based on the three pillars of 
environmental, economic and social sustainability; emphasises the need for a holistic 
and consistent forest strategy that enhances and utilises the multifunctional role of 
forests and the forest-based sector in the EU;

4. Notes that, in the case of managed forests, those forests that are managed sustainably 
also take account of biodiversity protection and species diversity and can therefore be 
more resilient to climate impacts such as fires, droughts and unseasonal weather events, 
and, as such, are an important investment for the future, not only for communities and 
nature, but also for forest economies;

5. Stresses that, according to scientific research, sustainably managed forests have a higher 
CO2 absorption capacity than unmanaged forests; urges therefore that the new forest 
strategy promote sustainable forest management, including by SMEs;

6. Acknowledges that sustainable and active forest management is mainly driven and 
sustained by SMEs;

7. Stresses that particular attention should also be paid to job creation in the forest-based 
industry, as well as to new instruments envisaged to speed up economic recovery in 
pandemic situations such as that caused by COVID-19;
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Forest-based industries

8. Notes that European forest resources are increasing as a result of both natural growth 
and afforestation; points out that, according to the industry, the extended value chains of 
forest-based industries, from forestry to the paper industry, have helped create nearly 4 
million jobs, providing some 8 % of overall EU added value from the manufacturing 
industry; recognises, in this context, the positive economic, social and environmental 
contributions of the forest industry, and believes that the forest strategy should stimulate 
further investment in innovation and technological advancement;

9. Notes that European forest-based industries help decarbonise Europe by substituting 
CO2-intensive raw materials, products and fossil energy with sustainable forest-based 
renewable alternatives such as bio-based products, for example construction material, 
new innovative chemicals, plastics, textiles, and packaging materials, as well 
as sustainably produced biomass, biogas and biofuel, and thus contribute to the goals of 
the Paris Agreement and the European Green Deal;

10. Calls for implementation of the EU Bioeconomy Strategy; encourages the sustainable 
use of wood as an environmentally friendly raw material; underlines that long-lived 
wood-based products and wood construction provide an effective way of increasing 
carbon storage and creating a greenhouse gas substitution effect; stresses the importance 
of the availability of wood-based raw materials for the forest-based industry, and the 
need to attract forest-based investments in the EU; stresses the need to prioritise the 
efficient use of wood;

11. Stresses that wood-based materials must play a crucial role in substituting fossil-based 
alternatives in industries such as the construction industry, the textile industry, the 
chemical industry and the packaging industry; stresses that the prioritisation of wood-
based alternatives must take into account the whole life cycle of products and their 
environmental performance; stresses that there is a continuous need for sustained 
support for forest-related research and innovation throughout the forest-based value 
chain, including wood-based products used as substitutes for fossil or carbon-intensive 
materials; 

12. Calls on the Member States to identify the most climate-friendly solutions for building 
and renovation; calls for the use of wood in the construction industry to be more widely 
supported; calls on the Commission to include recommendations to this end in its 
renovation plan to be launched at the end of the year;

13. Recognises, however, that challenges may result from the increasing demand for wood 
for materials, renewable energy and the bio-economy and calls on the Commission to 
address these challenges adequately in the future strategy while helping to reach climate 
neutrality by 2050;

14. Highlights that what the forest-based sector needs first and foremost is a stable long-
term policy framework, rather than short-term support measures;

15. Calls for the EU to encourage and ensure that materials of biological origin, including 
wood waste, return to the value chain by encouraging eco-design and promoting the use 
of secondary raw materials, including wood, for products before their potential 
incineration at the end of life;
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16. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to introduce policies to promote 
sustainable and recyclable bio-based products and to support recyclable bio-based 
products through public procurement and investment support;

17. Stresses that no substitution effect of forest-based products can compensate for the loss 
of primary forests, which are recognised as irreplaceable and should be protected 
through legal instruments and incentives; 

18. Considers that more efficient use of timber should be prioritised from higher value-
added uses in each European industrial sector;

Energy policy

19. Calls on the Member States to ensure the timely and adequate implementation of the 
revised Renewable Energy Directive (RED II)1, which was adopted in December 2018 
and stipulates strong sustainability criteria for renewable energy sources; notes that in 
order to ensure the sustainable production of biomass, the revised Renewable Energy 
Directive sets out sustainability criteria which must be met in order to comply with the 
EU target for renewable energy and to benefit from support schemes; stresses that the 
harmonised, EU-wide criteria that have been recently agreed are essential for the 
smooth functioning of the internal energy market and to avoid distortion of competition;

20. Recalls that the revised Renewable Energy Directive sets out that a risk-based approach 
should be taken by operators in order to minimise the risk of using unsustainable forest 
biomass for the production of bioenergy;

Research and innovation

21. Underlines the essential role of research and innovation in fostering the contribution of 
the forest and forest-based sector in meeting the challenges of our time; believes that 
research in forestry and forest-based industry has the potential to deliver positive results 
in terms of climate change mitigation, growth of sustainable businesses, employment, 
maintaining long-term forest health, and biodiversity protection, and it should therefore 
be encouraged; calls for adequate funding for Horizon Europe and for the strengthening 
and encouragement of new and existing links between research, industry, forestry, 
agroforestry and society at all levels through specific instruments such as European 
Partnerships (for example, Circular Bio-based Europe and Build4People);

22. Emphasises the need to take into consideration the links between the forest-based sector 
and other sectors, as well as the importance of digitalisation and investments in research 
and innovation in order to create industrial symbiosis; 

23. Stresses the importance of encouraging further research in the forest-based industry, 
noting in particular the role of SMEs in contributing to sustainable forest-based research 
and innovation; 

24. Stresses the importance of education and a skilled, well-trained workforce in the forest-
based sector for the successful implementation of sustainable forest management in 

1 Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2018 on the 
promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources (OJ L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 82).
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practice; calls on the Commission and the Member States therefore to continue to 
implement and strengthen existing European instruments in this regard;

Data – use of satellite services

25. Calls for the EU to create a monitoring network for European forests to collect 
information at local level (reforestation, temperatures, parasitic diseases, natural 
disasters) linked to Copernicus earth observation programmes, which can produce 
reliable forecasts in real time, in order to improve sustainable forest management; calls 
on the Commission and the Member States to improve the accuracy of forest data to 
enable direct and comparable information sharing among Member States; 

26. Calls for the creation and implementation of a satellite monitoring system to enable the 
detailed monitoring of forests across the European Union, to achieve improved weather 
alerts and impact reports, and to feed into National Forest Inventories; stresses, 
however, that this should not come with an excessive administrative burden for the 
companies involved, as most of them are SMEs;

27. Highlights that forests in the EU have very different characteristics and therefore need 
different management approaches; expresses concern about the state of health and 
resilience of forests in many parts of Europe because of climate change and pest and 
disease hotbeds in forests; stresses the need to strengthen and make full use of EU 
mechanisms to monitor, provide information on and tackle the pressures exerted on 
forest resources by the spread of invasive alien species, pests and diseases; calls on the 
Commission, in this context, to pay particular attention to those areas that are the most 
endangered by climate change, including the Mediterranean region.
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