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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Transport and 
Tourism, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its 
motion for a resolution:

A. whereas the directive on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources 
(RED II)1 introduced a Union target of 14 % renewable energy in transport by 2030, 
with a contribution of advanced biofuels and biogas produced from the feedstock listed 
in part A of Annex IX of at least 3.5 % of final consumption of energy in the transport 
sector in 2030;

B. whereas a modal shift, followed by the application of the energy efficiency first 
principle, are key elements for achieving the objectives of the sustainable and smart 
mobility strategy;

C. whereas direct electrification based on renewables is in most cases the most energy 
efficient and environmentally sustainable solution for replacing fossil fuels;

D. whereas advanced biofuels and biogas are expected to play a significant role in a 
number of transport modes, especially where direct electrification is not possible;

E. whereas the number of chargers is growing at a slower rate than the electric vehicle 
(EV) fleet, with public charging points unevenly spread across the EU, which hinders 
cross-border journeys with EVs;

F. whereas charging infrastructure and services are not harmonised within the Union so 
consumers face barriers to sustainable electric mobility, including high transaction 
costs, besides the high price of EVs;

G. whereas the cross-border supply chain disruptions that have occurred during the 
COVID-19 pandemic have emphasised the need for further European harmonisation of 
transport procedures and legislation and for the completion of resilient and sustainable 
transport infrastructure;

Transport and energy policies

1. Acknowledges transport’s reliance on fossil fuels and stresses the need for ambitious 
short and long-term policies and actions to decarbonise all transport modes in order to 
achieve climate neutrality and the objective of zero pollution;

2. Reiterates the importance of basing the policy measures set out in the sustainable and 
smart mobility strategy on comprehensive impact assessments that take into account 
both costs and benefits, including economic, environmental, social and health 
consequences, as well as the diverse mobility needs of users;

3. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to ensure the coherent implementation 
of the sustainable and smart mobility strategy for the transition towards a sustainable 

1 Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2018 on the 
promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources. OJ L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 82.
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transport system, and to design a stable regulatory framework to ensure predictability 
for stakeholders, businesses, SMEs and citizens;

4. Calls for a holistic and integrated approach to reduce total greenhouse as (GHG) 
emissions and to promote zero-emission mobility by applying the energy efficiency first 
principle and increasing the share of renewable energy in the transport sector, where the 
further development and deployment of EVs should play a key role and where 
alternative renewables-based sustainable fuels are prioritised for use in sectors where 
direct electrification is not yet a viable option;

5. Welcomes the strategy’s intention to employ energy efficiency as a criterion for 
prioritising choices of suitable technologies looking at the whole life-cycle while 
respecting technology neutrality; calls on the Commission to put forward proposals to 
unlock the potential of sustainability and the energy efficiency first principle by 
boosting opportunities from digitalisation, the circular economy and electrification;

6. Calls on the Member States to implement the clean energy package without delay and 
calls on the Commission to propose an ambitious revision of the relevant energy and 
climate legislation in the ‘fit for 55’ package in order to substantially increase the 
production, integration and management of the renewable energy needed to decarbonise 
the transport sector, and provide energy systems with adequate flexibility capacity;

7. Calls on the Commission to conduct a comprehensive assessment of the possibilities for 
greater electrification from renewable sources, as well as of the options for the greater 
uptake of sustainable renewable fuels such as advanced biofuels, renewable hydrogen, 
ammonia and e-kerosene and associated infrastructure development in the Union, in 
particular for those applications where direct electrification is not possible, as part of the 
review of RED II and to include a revision of the incentives for electrification provided 
in RED II; recalls its resolution of 19 May 2021 on a European Strategy for Hydrogen2 
recognising low-carbon hydrogen as a bridging technology in the short and medium 
term towards the further development of renewable hydrogen;

8. Stresses the urgent need to speed up and increase efforts to achieve an EU-wide roll-out 
of smart recharging and refuelling infrastructure for zero-emission vehicles and the 
development of vehicle-to-grid (V2G) services in the upcoming review of the 
Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Directive and recalls the role that market based solutions 
can play in this regard; therefore welcomes the European flagship ‘Recharge and 
Refuel’ project under the Recovery and Resilience Facility; considers that challenges 
still remain regarding the adoption of harmonised standards and communication 
protocols to ensure interoperability, grid charges, taxation and access to in-vehicle data, 
standardisation and ease of use for consumers;

9. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to boost the sector integration of the 
transport and power sectors, including by appropriately rewarding consumer demand 
side management and through requiring smart functionalities for batteries and charging 
infrastructure;

10. Calls on the Commission to assess the need to increase the goals for charging points in 
the upcoming revision of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive, and to 

2 Texts adopted, P9_TA(2021)0241.
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introduce a holistic integrated renovation programmes (IRPs) approach to maximise the 
synergies between the building sector, district energy systems and mobility plans; in this 
context, invites the Commission to introduce requirements for dedicated spaces for 
sustainable, collective and soft mobility modes, such as car-sharing, e-scooters and 
bikes;

11. Underlines the importance of establishing a level playing field by means of internalising 
external costs in all transport modes while ensuring that transport remains affordable in 
order to achieve the targets set out in the sustainable and smart mobility strategy and to 
align the taxation of energy products and electricity with EU environment and climate 
policies; supports the strategy’s intention to end fossil-fuels subsidies;

12. Underlines that rail is the most energy-efficient mode for mass passenger transport and 
the least emitting for freight transport in Europe; welcomes the fact that the strategy is 
setting targets for increasing rail transport but calls for substantially higher ambition; 
welcomes the Commission’s objective to double high-speed rail traffic by 2030 and to 
triple it by 2050; stresses the importance of completing the TEN-T high-speed rail 
network as soon as possible, with a view to making cross-border mobility within the 
Union more sustainable;

13. Underlines that the further decarbonisation of the EU fleet can be achieved by 
increasing the energy efficiency of its internal combustion engines; emphasises that the 
technology for the production of renewable and low-carbon fuels is available;

14. Calls on the Commission to regularly report to Parliament on the implementation of the 
measures and policies stemming from this strategy and on the progress of the transport 
sector towards climate neutrality and its contribution to the zero pollution objective;

Industrial policy

15. Points out the essential role played by transport in safeguarding the well-being and 
strengthening the competitiveness of the EU single market, while ensuring the free 
movement of people and goods within EU internal borders;

16. Believes that the challenges ahead, especially in the aftermath of the COVID-19 
pandemic, are also an opportunity for the Union to assert its industrial leadership in 
sustainable products, services, technologies and innovations such as a circular, 
sustainable and ethically responsible battery value chain, innovative shared mobility, in 
particular for people with disabilities, congestion reduction, renewable hydrogen and 
advanced biofuels and biogas, as well as in the related industrial ecosystems and 
strategic value chains; recalls in this regard the relevance of important projects of 
common interest (IPCEI) as initiatives to support breakthrough innovation;

17. Welcomes the Commission communication of 5 May 2021 entitled ‘Updating the 2020 
New Industrial Strategy: Building a stronger single market for Europe’s recovery’ 
(COM(2021)0350); underlines the importance of strengthening the European open 
strategic autonomy industry’s capacities in anticipation of future crises in order to 
ensure a well-functioning value chain and to avoid supply chain shortages and 
disruptions; stresses the need to reduce the Union’s dependence on external suppliers in 
strategic sectors;
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18. Stresses the need to develop a European strategy for the transport industry, especially 
for the automotive sector; underlines that the future of industry should be based on a 
clear legal framework, sustainability, social dialogue, re-orientation, up-skilling and re-
skilling of the workforce, cooperation with local and regional authorities, anticipation of 
changes along the whole supply chain and increasing consumer awareness of and 
demand for environmentally sustainable vehicles and materials;

19. Underlines that the completion of a sustainable, efficient and safe transport 
infrastructure network, in particular in the freight sector, is crucial to supporting 
industrial growth, development and competitiveness across all European regions;

20. Recalls the existing financial opportunities provided by the EU budget to boost 
sustainable and smart mobility; further stresses the importance of facilitating access to 
funds, in particular for SMEs and start-ups;

Social dimension and citizen engagement

21. Stresses that in order to achieve the transition to genuinely smart and sustainable 
mobility, infrastructure projects should be assessed in terms of their efficiency, climate 
impact, calculated on the basis of direct and indirect emissions, as well as social and 
cohesion criteria and their ability to involve local communities; stresses that 
infrastructure projects should guarantee a high level of transparency, providing access to 
all relevant documents, especially those related to their impacts on the environment and 
public health;

22. Stresses that the transformation of the EU transport sector must take into account 
differing levels of system and infrastructure development among Member States; 
emphasises that ignoring these differences while pursuing policies related to 
digitalisation and emissions may increase differences between Member States and 
undermine the principles of cohesion policy;

23. Welcomes the flagship initiative dedicated to making mobility fair and just for all, and 
stresses that the social dimension of an inclusive, non-discriminatory, fully accessible 
and affordable transport policy is key to ensuring the success of the strategy; believes 
that the shift towards sustainable and smart mobility must take into account its social 
consequences, in particular the impact on energy poverty; stresses that the possible 
negative consequences on low-income households in terms of the affordability of 
sustainable means of mobility should be avoided and addressed in all relevant flagship 
projects of the strategy; underlines the importance of ensuring access to sustainable 
mobility for all those European territories, such as islands, outermost regions and 
sparsely populated or rural areas whose connectivity either solely relies on aviation 
and/or maritime transport or mainly depends on private transportation;

24. Points to the need to apply equality mainstreaming to transport and mobility policies at 
EU, national and local level in order to increase gender diversity and inclusivity in 
transport-related industries and services;

25. Highlights that a more efficient organisation of the entire mobility system based on EU-
wide digitalisation, data sharing and interoperable standards has great potential to make 
mobility smarter, cleaner, safer and more efficient, to improve the accessibility of public 
passenger transport networks and to reduce noise pollution; welcomes the 
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Commission’s commitment to ensure that these developments will constitute a just 
transition for transport workers;

26. Stresses that achieving sustainable, green and smart mobility requires the use of public 
and private data; highlights that the increased digitalisation of the transport sector goes 
hand in hand with a corresponding increase in cybersecurity risks; recalls that 
cybersecurity, users’ data protection, privacy and fundamental rights need to be 
addressed in this regard; calls for increased openness and cooperation from all 
stakeholders; believes that gender and diversity perspectives should be reflected in the 
design and implementation of transport and mobility-related technology, including AI 
applications, digital systems, safety regulations and transport and infrastructure 
planning; stresses that this is particularly important to ensure the safety of all persons in 
transport;

27. Points to the enabling framework that is required to empower active consumers and 
energy communities to generate, store and use their own renewable energy and 
contribute to the balancing of the grid through home batteries or EVs, thus minimising 
the infrastructural constraints to the absorption of increasing demand for electric 
vehicles;

Research - Horizon Europe

28. Highlights the importance of providing support for research into and development of the 
most promising and sustainable technologies in order to accelerate the transition to the 
next generation of decarbonised transport systems;

29. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal to set up new institutionalised European 
Partnerships under Horizon Europe concerning sustainable and smart mobility, such as 
the partnerships on clean hydrogen, clean aviation, European rail and key digital 
technologies, which will flank the other envisaged partnerships on batteries and towards 
Zero-emission Road Transport (2Zero); welcomes the Commission’s intention to 
consider the establishment of a partnership on zero-emission waterborne transport and 
of a renewable and low-carbon fuels value chain alliance; points to the need for open 
and early involvement of social partners, citizens, consumers’ organisations, SMEs, and 
social partners in research and innovation processes so as to ensure that technologies 
and innovations developed respond to societal needs;

30. Encourages the Commission to proceed with an alliance on zero-emission aviation to 
upscale readiness for disruptive aircraft technologies such as hydrogen and electric 
aviation, building on the existing investments under the Clean Sky joint undertaking 
while creating complementarity synergies with existing and future Alliances;

31. Is of the opinion that the partnership on batteries should cover also batteries for light 
means of transport such as e-bikes and e-scooters; calls for the speedy adoption of the 
Council regulation establishing the joint undertakings under Horizon Europe 
(COM(2021)0087) in order to set up the new European partnerships, but takes the view 
that the amount of funds proposed for the partnerships in the field of sustainable and 
smart mobility should be in line with the far-reaching long-term objectives established 
in the smart and sustainable mobility strategy and therefore invites the Commission to 
assess all possible synergies to maximise public and private contributions to the 
partnerships;
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32. Considers that the Union needs to better evaluate the impact of Union energy-related 
research, development and innovation funding, notably in the context of the EU 
economic recovery, to ensure that EU and national priorities are aligned in the strategic 
energy technology plans and in the national energy and climate plans, with the aim of 
achieving the EU’s climate and energy goals and thereby boosting private capital and 
innovation by means, inter alia, of targeted investments in research and development 
and incentives for SMEs;

Digitalisation

33. Underlines that digitalisation can bring immense benefits for the transport sector in 
general;

34. Stresses the importance of ensuring the highest level of reliability and performance of 
digital infrastructure, notably of high speed networks, which offer a great number of 
solutions and services that contribute to achieving higher levels of automation, security 
and innovation across relevant sectors;

35. Stresses that vehicle-to-vehicle and vehicle-to-infrastructure connectivity should be 
deployed with a view of ensuring a common level of security and safety; calls for 
interoperability to be ensured between vehicle-to-everything applications and 
cybersecurity requirements; calls for vehicle-to-grid and smart charging functions to be 
enabled by default;

36. Underlines that any public support for the digitalisation of transport should be directed 
at measures that will also contribute to achieving the Union’s energy, climate and 
environment targets, with particular attention to increasing the energy efficiency of the 
sector;

37. Strongly believes in the potential of artificial intelligence to help decrease air pollution 
coming from various modes of transport, increase their efficiency and safety, and 
contribute to research and experimentation as well as to the rationalisation of traffic 
flows;

38. Believes that multimodal ticketing has the potential to incentivise the use of public 
transport and can benefit from interoperability and database interconnections; calls 
therefore for open standards and guidelines to ensure interconnectivity; calls on the 
Commission to promote, together with all relevant stakeholders, a European industry-
wide solution for multimodal ticketing for European railways within the scope of the 
upcoming revision of the Intelligent Transport Systems Directive;

Space

39. Highlights the potential of EU space data, space-based services and communication 
across all transport modes to increase their efficiency, sustainability and safety;

40. Underlines the continuously increasing role of the Galileo global navigation satellite 
system in facilitating inland, offshore and aerial traffic flows, and stresses its 
importance in the development and deployment of automated vehicles.
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