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Amendment 100
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) The internal market in natural 
gas, which has been progressively 
implemented throughout the Union since 
1999, aims to deliver real choice for all 
consumers of the European Union, be 
they citizens or businesses, new business 
opportunities and more cross-border 
trade, so as to achieve efficiency gains, 
competitive prices, and higher standards 
of service, and to contribute to security of 
supply and sustainability.

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 101
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 3 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3 a) Internal market rules for gaseous 
fuels need to be aligned with the 
objectives of the Green Deal, the 8th 
Environmental Action programme, the 
EU Climate law, the Global Methane 
Pledge, as well as with scientific evidence 
around methane and hydrogen leakage 
and concentration. The legal framework 
set out by this Directive is reconciled 
accordingly.

Or. en

Amendment 102
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Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 3 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3 b) The REPowerEU pledge to phase 
out Russian gas imports as soon as 
possible, equalling 155bcm in 2019 and 
representing 40 % of final fossil gas 
demand, translates into a higher ambition 
for the gas phase out compared to the 
Climate Target Plan. Given that fossil gas 
demand in the Union has been rising over 
the past years, there is a need to establish 
a governance underpinning this ambition 
and an overall binding Union and 
national fossil gas phase out targets.

Or. en

Amendment 103
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) As part of the Package “Clean 
Energy for all Europeans” proposed by the 
Commission on 30 November 2016, 
Regulation (EU) 2019/9436 and Directive 
(EU) 2019/9447 brought about a further 
step in the development of the internal 
market for electricity with citizens at its 
core and contributing to the Union’s 
objectives of transition to a clean energy 
system and reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. The internal market in natural 
gas should be built on those same 
principles and, in particular, ensure an 
equal level of consumer protection.

(4) As part of the Package “Clean 
Energy for all Europeans” proposed by the 
Commission on 30 November 2016, 
Regulation (EU) 2019/9436 and Directive 
(EU) 2019/9447 brought about a further 
step in the development of the internal 
market for electricity with citizens at its 
core and contributing to the Union’s 
objectives of transition to a clean energy 
system and reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. The internal market in natural 
gas should be built on those same 
principles and, ensure that consumers are 
not subsidising investments that they will 
not be using in the future as well as 
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minimising the risk of stranded assets and 
their related future cost.

_________________ _________________
6 Regulation (EU) 2019/943 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
5 June 2019 on the internal market for 
electricity (OJ L 158, 14.6.2019, p. 54).

6 Regulation (EU) 2019/943 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
5 June 2019 on the internal market for 
electricity (OJ L 158, 14.6.2019, p. 54).

7 Directive (EU) 2019/944 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 5 June 
2019 on common rules for the internal 
market for electricity and amending 
Directive 2012/27/EU (OJ L 158, 
14.6.2019, p. 125).

7 Directive (EU) 2019/944 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 5 June 
2019 on common rules for the internal 
market for electricity and amending 
Directive 2012/27/EU (OJ L 158, 
14.6.2019, p. 125).

Or. en

Amendment 104
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) As part of the Package “Clean 
Energy for all Europeans” proposed by the 
Commission on 30 November 2016, 
Regulation (EU) 2019/9436 and Directive 
(EU) 2019/9447 brought about a further 
step in the development of the internal 
market for electricity with citizens at its 
core and contributing to the Union’s 
objectives of transition to a clean energy 
system and reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. The internal market in natural 
gas should be built on those same 
principles and, in particular, ensure an 
equal level of consumer protection.

(4) As part of the Package “Clean 
Energy for all Europeans” proposed by the 
Commission on 30 November 2016, 
Regulation (EU) 2019/9436 and Directive 
(EU) 2019/9447 brought about a further 
step in the development of the internal 
market for electricity with citizens at its 
core and contributing to the Union’s 
objectives of transition to a clean energy 
system and reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. The internal market in natural 
gas should be built on those same 
principles and, in particular, ensure an 
equal level of consumer protection. Very 
particularly, every Union energy policy 
should address vulnerable consumers and 
tackle energy poverty.

_________________ _________________
6 Regulation (EU) 2019/943 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
5 June 2019 on the internal market for 

6 Regulation (EU) 2019/943 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
5 June 2019 on the internal market for 
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electricity (OJ L 158, 14.6.2019, p. 54). electricity (OJ L 158, 14.6.2019, p. 54).
7 Directive (EU) 2019/944 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 5 June 
2019 on common rules for the internal 
market for electricity and amending 
Directive 2012/27/EU (OJ L 158, 
14.6.2019, p. 125).

7 Directive (EU) 2019/944 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 5 June 
2019 on common rules for the internal 
market for electricity and amending 
Directive 2012/27/EU (OJ L 158, 
14.6.2019, p. 125).

Or. en

Amendment 105
Ivan David, Paolo Borchia, Isabella Tovaglieri

Proposal for a directive
Recital 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) As part of the Package “Clean 
Energy for all Europeans” proposed by the 
Commission on 30 November 2016, 
Regulation (EU) 2019/9436 and Directive 
(EU) 2019/9447 brought about a further 
step in the development of the internal 
market for electricity with citizens at its 
core and contributing to the Union’s 
objectives of transition to a clean energy 
system and reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. The internal market in natural 
gas should be built on those same 
principles and, in particular, ensure an 
equal level of consumer protection.

(4) As part of the Package "Clean 
Energy for all Europeans" proposed by the 
Commission on 30 November 2016, 
Regulation (EU) 2019/9436 and Directive 
(EU) 2019/9447 brought about a further 
step in the development of the internal 
market for electricity with citizens at its 
core and contributing to the Union’s 
objectives of transition to a clean energy 
system and reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. The internal market in natural 
gas and biomethane should be built on 
those same principles and, in particular, 
ensure an equal level of consumer 
protection and citizen energy communities 
do not apply to the hydrogen system.

_________________ _________________
6 Regulation (EU) 2019/943 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
5 June 2019 on the internal market for 
electricity (OJ L 158, 14.6.2019, p. 54).

6 Regulation (EU) 2019/943 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
5 June 2019 on the internal market for 
electricity (OJ L 158, 14.6.2019, p. 54).

7 Directive (EU) 2019/944 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 5 June 
2019 on common rules for the internal 
market for electricity and amending 
Directive 2012/27/EU (OJ L 158, 
14.6.2019, p. 125).

7 Directive (EU) 2019/944 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 5 June 
2019 on common rules for the internal 
market for electricity and amending 
Directive 2012/27/EU (OJ L 158, 
14.6.2019, p. 125).
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Or. en

Justification

A stand-alone definition of "biomethane" in Article 2 makes it possible to distinguish 
biomethane from natural gas in this recital and therefore give visibility to biomethane in the 
overall rationale and narrative underpinning this Directive.

Amendment 106
Claudia Gamon, Martin Hojsík, Christophe Grudler, Klemen Grošelj, Emma Wiesner

Proposal for a directive
Recital 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5) The Union has aims to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions. It has therefore 
adopted a set of initiatives to reach that 
goal, including the energy system 
integration strategy and the hydrogen 
strategy published by the Commission in 
July 2020, which set out how to update the 
energy markets, including the 
decarbonisation of gas markets as well as 
Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 and 
Regulation (EU) 2021/1119. This Directive 
should contribute to achieving these goals, 
ensuring security of supply and a well-
functioning internal market for gases, 
including for hydrogen.

(5) The Union has aims to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions and to promote 
modern, decentralised, efficient and 
integrated energy systems. It has therefore 
adopted a set of initiatives to reach that 
goal, including the energy system 
integration strategy and the hydrogen 
strategy published by the Commission in 
July 2020, and the report on a 
comprehensive European approach to 
energy storage (2019/2189(INI)), which 
together set out how to update the energy 
markets, including the decarbonisation of 
gas markets. These initiatives also call for 
transitioning to a more decentralised 
energy system with energy efficiency at its 
core, greater direct electrification of end-
use sectors, prioritising demand-side 
solutions whenever they are more cost-
effective than investments in energy 
infrastructure, greater focus on energy 
storage solutions, and using renewable 
fuels, including hydrogen, only for end-
use applications where electrification is 
not feasible, not efficient or involves 
higher costs. The Union has also adopted 
a set of initiatives and mandatory targets 
to encourage decarbonisation in 
Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 and 
Regulation (EU) 2021/1119. This Directive 
should contribute to achieving these goals, 
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ensuring security of supply and a well-
functioning internal market for gases, 
including for hydrogen, and facilitating 
efficient and integrated energy systems.

Or. en

Justification

Amendment necessary for pressing reasons relating to the internal logic of the text.

Amendment 107
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5) The Union has aims to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions. It has therefore 
adopted a set of initiatives to reach that 
goal, including the energy system 
integration strategy and the hydrogen 
strategy published by the Commission in 
July 2020, which set out how to update the 
energy markets, including the 
decarbonisation of gas markets as well as 
Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 and 
Regulation (EU) 2021/1119. This Directive 
should contribute to achieving these goals, 
ensuring security of supply and a well-
functioning internal market for gases, 
including for hydrogen.

(5) The Union has aims to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions and to promote 
efficient and integrated energy systems.. It 
has therefore adopted a set of initiatives to 
reach that goal, including the energy 
system integration strategy and the 
hydrogen strategy published by the 
Commission in July 2020, and the 
recommendation on the energy efficiency 
first principle published by the 
Commission in September 2021 which set 
out how to update the energy markets. 
These initiatives also call for transitioning 
to a more circular energy system with 
energy efficiency at its core, greater direct 
electrification of end-use sectors, 
prioritising demand-side solutions 
whenever they are more cost-effective 
than investments in energy infrastructure, 
and using renewable fuels, including 
hydrogen, only for end-use applications 
where electrification is not feasible, not 
efficient or involves higher costs The 
Union has also adopted a set of initiatives 
and mandatory targets to encourage 
decarbonisation in Regulation (EU) 
2018/1999 and Regulation (EU) 
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2021/1119. This Directive should 
contribute to achieving these goals, as well 
as the REPowerEU ambition to phase out 
fossil imports from Russia as soon as 
possible ensuring security of supply and a 
well-functioning internal market for gases, 
including for hydrogen and limiting as 
much as possible methane and hydrogen 
leakages.

Or. en

Amendment 108
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5) The Union has aims to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions. It has therefore 
adopted a set of initiatives to reach that 
goal, including the energy system 
integration strategy and the hydrogen 
strategy published by the Commission in 
July 2020, which set out how to update the 
energy markets, including the 
decarbonisation of gas markets as well as 
Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 and 
Regulation (EU) 2021/1119. This Directive 
should contribute to achieving these goals, 
ensuring security of supply and a well-
functioning internal market for gases, 
including for hydrogen.

(5) The Union must cut greenhouse gas 
emissions and should promote efficient 
and integrated energy systems. It has 
therefore adopted a set of initiatives to 
reach that goal, including the energy 
system integration strategy and the 
hydrogen strategy published by the 
Commission in July 2020, and the 
recommendation on the energy efficiency 
first principle published by the 
Commission in September2021, which 
together set out how to update the energy 
markets, including the decarbonisation of 
gas markets. These initiatives also call for 
transitioning to a more circular energy 
system with energy efficiency at its core, 
greater direct electrification of end-use 
sectors, prioritising demand-side solutions 
whenever they are more cost-effective 
than investments in energy infrastructure, 
and using renewable fuels, including 
hydrogen, only for end-use applications 
where electrification is not feasible, not 
efficient or involves higher costs. The 
Union has also adopted a set of initiatives 
and mandatory targets to encourage 
decarbonisation in Regulation (EU) 
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2018/1999 and Regulation (EU) 
2021/1119.This Directive should 
contribute to achieving these goals, 
ensuring security of supply and a well-
functioning internal market for gases, 
including for hydrogen, and facilitating 
efficient and integrated energy systems.

Or. en

Amendment 109
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 5 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5 a) The REPower EU Action plan 
published in May 2022 proposes a higher 
target for the share of renewables by 2030 
of at least 45 %, a higher energy savings 
target of at least 13 % by 2030, an 
aspiration to double the pace of roll out of 
heat pumps over the next few years, 
strengthening the renewable based 
electrification of as many sectors as 
possible, with focus on industrial one, and 
finally an increased ambition for 
specifically renewable hydrogen of 10 mt 
imports and 10 mt exports by 2030.The 
combined effect of these measures will 
result in a significantly lower than 
projected fossil gas demand and 
associated infrastructure needed. In the 
light of irreversibly higher gas prices for 
the Union, there seems no more 
justification to plan a nascent hydrogen 
market based on the existing natural gas 
map.

Or. en

Amendment 110
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Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 5 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5 a) The continued use of fossil gas 
puts the Union’s climate and energy goals 
at risk. A fossil gas phase-out by 2035 
needs to be pursued, including an 
intermediate reduction in fossil gas final 
energy demand of 57% in buildings and 
industry and 69% in electricity generation 
by 2030, compared to 2015. Planning of 
gas infrastructure should take this decline 
into account and give duly consideration 
to decommissioning of fossil gas 
infrastructure.

Or. en

Amendment 111
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 5 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5 b) Continuous scientific evidence 
shows that energy savings, energy 
efficiency and renewable energy represent 
key drivers for reaching a net-zero GHG 
emission economy, and that achieving a 
highly energy efficient and fully 
renewable based economy is 
technologically and economically feasible 
already by 2035, with the right regulatory 
and political push. In line with the 
Commission’s recommendation of28 
September 2021 entitled "On Energy 
Efficiency First: from principles to 
practice. Guidelines and examples for its 
implementation in decision-making inthe 
energy sector and beyond", this Directive 
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should take an integrated approach by 
setting market rules able to support only 
the most energy efficient renewable 
source for any given sector and 
application as well as by promoting 
system efficiency, so that the least 
renewable energy and infrastructure roll-
out would be required for various 
economic activities. In this context, fossil 
gas should be phased out by 2035 and 
low-carbon fuels, which are de facto of 
nuclear or fossil origin, should not play a 
role in the energy and economic future of 
the Union, let alone be placed on an equal 
footing with renewable energy sources.

Or. en

Amendment 112
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) This Directive aims to facilitate the 
penetration of renewable and low-carbon 
gases into the energy system enabling a 
shift from fossil gas and to allow these 
new gases to play an important role 
towards achieving the EU’s 2030 climate 
objectives and climate neutrality in 2050. 
The Directive aims also to set up a 
regulatory framework which enables and 
incentivises all market participants to take 
the transitional role of fossil gas into 
account while planning their activities to 
avoid lock-in effects and ensure gradual 
and timely phase-out of fossil gas notably 
in all relevant industrial sectors and for 
heating purposes.

(6) This Directive aims to facilitate the 
penetration of sustainable renewable gases 
into the energy system enabling a phase-
out of fossil gas and to allow renewable 
gases to make their contribution towards 
achieving the EU’s 2030 energy and 
climate objectives and climate neutrality in 
2050, as well as to steering of gaseous 
molecules towards those applications and 
sectors that cannot be directly electrified 
with renewables, with this creating the 
necessary space for renewables electricity 
and other thermal renewables for heating 
and transport purposes. The Directive 
aims also to set up a regulatory framework 
which enables and incentivises all market 
participants to shift away from fossil gas, 
and planning their activities to avoid lock-
in effects of any kind of fossil fuel or 
inefficient use of energy and ensure phase-
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out of fossil gas notably in all relevant 
industrial sectors and for heating purposes.

Or. en

Amendment 113
Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Recital 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) This Directive aims to facilitate the 
penetration of renewable and low-carbon 
gases into the energy system enabling a 
shift from fossil gas and to allow these new 
gases to play an important role towards 
achieving the EU’s 2030 climate objectives 
and climate neutrality in 2050. The 
Directive aims also to set up a regulatory 
framework which enables and incentivises 
all market participants to take the 
transitional role of fossil gas into account 
while planning their activities to avoid 
lock-in effects and ensure gradual and 
timely phase-out of fossil gas notably in all 
relevant industrial sectors and for heating 
purposes.

(6) This Directive aims to facilitate the 
penetration of renewable and low-carbon 
gases into the energy system enabling a 
shift from fossil gas and to allow these new 
gases to play an important role towards 
achieving the EU’s climate neutrality in 
2050. The Directive aims also to set up a 
regulatory framework which enables and 
incentivises all market participants to take 
the transitional role of fossil gas into 
account while planning their activities 
and allow a gradual phase-out of fossil gas 
notably in all relevant industrial sectors 
and for heating purposes.

Or. en

Amendment 114
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) This Directive aims to facilitate the 
penetration of renewable and low-carbon 
gases into the energy system enabling a 
shift from fossil gas and to allow these new 
gases to play an important role towards 

(6) This Directive aims to facilitate the 
penetration of renewable and low-carbon 
gases into the energy system enabling a 
shift from fossil gas and to allow these new 
gases to play an important role towards 
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achieving the EU’s 2030 climate objectives 
and climate neutrality in 2050. The 
Directive aims also to set up a regulatory 
framework which enables and incentivises 
all market participants to take the 
transitional role of fossil gas into account 
while planning their activities to avoid 
lock-in effects and ensure gradual and 
timely phase-out of fossil gas notably in all 
relevant industrial sectors and for heating 
purposes.

achieving the EU’s 2030 climate objectives 
and climate neutrality in 2050. The 
Directive aims also to set up a regulatory 
framework which enables and incentivises 
all market participants to take the 
transitional role of fossil gas into account 
while planning their activities to avoid 
lock-in effects and ensure phase-out of 
fossil gas by 2035, notably in all relevant 
industrial sectors and for heating purposes.

Or. en

Amendment 115
András Gyürk, Ernő Schaller-Baross

Proposal for a directive
Recital 6 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6 a) This Directive establishes rules for 
the transport, supply and storage of 
natural gas and the transition of the 
natural gas system to a system based on 
renewable and low-carbon gases.

Or. en

Justification

Articles 1.2 and 1.4 should be rather placed among the Recitals.

Amendment 116
Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Recital 6 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6 a) The integration of biomethane in 
the natural gas system contributes to 
diversify the energy supply in line with the 
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Commission's targets

Or. en

Amendment 117
András Gyürk, Ernő Schaller-Baross

Proposal for a directive
Recital 6 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6 b) This Directive establishes rules for 
the progressive establishment of a Union-
wide interconnected hydrogen system 
contributing to the reduction of net 
greenhouse gas emissions of difficult to 
decarbonise sectors and thereby 
supporting to the decarbonisation of the 
Union energy system.

Or. en

Justification

Articles 1.2 and 1.4 should be rather placed among the Recitals.

Amendment 118
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(7) The EU hydrogen strategy 
recognises that, as EU Member States have 
different potential for the production of 
renewable hydrogen, an open and 
competitive EU market with unhindered 
cross-border trade has important benefits 
for competition, affordability, and security 
of supply. Moreover, it stresses that 
moving towards a liquid market with 
commodity-based hydrogen trading would 

(7) The EU hydrogen strategy 
recognises that, as EU Member States have 
different potential for the production of 
renewable hydrogen, an open and 
competitive EU market with unhindered 
cross-border trade has important benefits 
for competition, affordability, and security 
of supply. Moreover, it stresses that 
moving towards a liquid market with 
commodity-based hydrogen trading would 
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facilitate entry of new producers and be 
beneficial for deeper integration with other 
energy carriers. It would create viable price 
signals for investments and operational 
decisions. The rules laid down in this 
Directive should thus be conducive for 
hydrogen markets, commodity-based 
hydrogen trading and liquid trading hubs to 
emerge and any undue barriers in this 
regard should be eliminated by Member 
States. Whilst recognising the inherent 
differences, existing rules that enabled 
efficient commercial operations developed 
for the electricity and gas markets and 
trading should be rendered applicable to 
Union hydrogen markets to the extent 
appropriate and within a suitable time 
frame.

facilitate entry of new producers and be 
beneficial for deeper integration with other 
energy carriers. It would create viable price 
signals for investments and operational 
decisions. The rules laid down in this 
Directive should thus be conducive for 
hydrogen markets, commodity-based 
hydrogen trading and liquid trading hubs to 
emerge and any undue barriers in this 
regard should be eliminated by Member 
States.

Or. en

Amendment 119
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(7) The EU hydrogen strategy 
recognises that, as EU Member States have 
different potential for the production of 
renewable hydrogen, an open and 
competitive EU market with unhindered 
cross-border trade has important benefits 
for competition, affordability, and security 
of supply. Moreover, it stresses that 
moving towards a liquid market with 
commodity-based hydrogen trading would 
facilitate entry of new producers and be 
beneficial for deeper integration with other 
energy carriers. It would create viable price 
signals for investments and operational 
decisions. The rules laid down in this 
Directive should thus be conducive for 
hydrogen markets, commodity-based 

(7) The EU hydrogen strategy 
recognises that, as EU Member States have 
different potential for the production of 
renewable hydrogen, an open and 
competitive EU market with unhindered 
cross-border trade has important benefits 
for competition, affordability, and security 
of supply. Moreover, it stresses that 
moving towards a liquid market with 
commodity-based hydrogen trading would 
facilitate entry of new producers and be 
beneficial for deeper integration with other 
energy carriers. It would create viable price 
signals for investments and operational 
decisions. The rules laid down in this 
Directive should thus be conducive for 
hydrogen markets, commodity-based 
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hydrogen trading and liquid trading hubs to 
emerge and any undue barriers in this 
regard should be eliminated by Member 
States. Whilst recognising the inherent 
differences, existing rules that enabled 
efficient commercial operations developed 
for the electricity and gas markets and 
trading should be rendered applicable to 
Union hydrogen markets to the extent 
appropriate and within a suitable time 
frame.

hydrogen trading and liquid trading hubs to 
emerge and any undue barriers in this 
regard should be eliminated by Member 
States. Whilst recognising the inherent 
differences, existing rules that enabled 
efficient commercial operations developed 
for the electricity and gas markets and 
trading should be rendered applicable to 
Union hydrogen markets to the extent 
appropriate and within a suitable time 
frame also taking into account methane 
and hydrogen leakages.

Or. en

Amendment 120
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 7 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(7 a) Current hydrogen production and 
transport pathways incur in significant 
energy conversion losses compared to the 
direct use of electricity. In application of 
the energy efficiency first principle, 
renewable fuels of non-biological origin 
should be prioritised for feedstock or raw 
material in industries such as steel or 
chemicals, and for energy purposes in 
very high temperature industrial 
processes, hard-to abate maritime and 
aviation applications, and they should be 
excluded from covering heat demand that 
may be otherwise satisfied with more 
energy efficient renewable-based 
solutions, such as heat-pumps, direct 
renewable-electrification or geothermal 
solutions, which are1 to 5 times more 
energy efficient than using electrolytic 
hydrogen. Conversely, all efforts should 
be made to avoid the use of hydrogen for 
applications where more energy-efficient 
alternatives exist. Notably, this includes 
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heating of buildings, production of hot 
water for sanitary uses, and low and 
medium temperature heat for industrial 
processes. Other renewable gases, such as 
biogases, will be able to contribute to the 
energy and climate goal as long as they 
are produced using only truly sustainable 
feedstocks such as waste and residues of 
Annex IX Part A of the Renewable 
Energy Directive. Considering the latter 
are limited in availability, this Directive 
should provide for market rules limiting 
the uptake of biogases beyond their 
sustainability level, as to avoid further 
threat on biodiversity, indirect land use 
change and food security. Both the 
gaseous part of renewable gaseous fuels 
that are fuels of non-biological origin 
(‘RFNBOs’) and other renewable gases, 
will have to respect maximum methane 
and hydrogen leakage rates.

Or. en

Amendment 121
Angelika Niebler, Markus Pieper, Christian Ehler, Hildegard Bentele

Proposal for a directive
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, renewable hydrogen is expected 
to be deployed on a large-scale from 2030 
onwards for the purpose of decarbonising 
certain sectors, ranging from aviation and 
shipping to hard-to-decarbonise industrial 
sectors. All final customers connected to 
hydrogen systems will benefit from basic 
consumer rights applicable to final 
customers connected to the natural gas 
system such as the right to switch supplier 
and accurate billing information. In those 
instances where customers are connected 
to the hydrogen network, e.g. industrial 
customers, they will benefit from the same 

(8) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy and the EU REPowerEU 
Communication and Action Plan, 
renewable hydrogen is expected to be 
deployed on a large-scale from 2030 
onwards for the purpose of decarbonising 
certain sectors, ranging from aviation and 
shipping to hard-to-decarbonise industrial 
sectors. All final customers connected to 
hydrogen systems will benefit from 
consumer rights applicable to final 
customers connected to the natural gas 
system such as the right to switch supplier 
and accurate billing information.
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consumer protection rights applicable to 
natural gas customers. However, 
consumer provisions designed to 
encourage household participation on the 
market such as price comparison tools, 
active customers and citizen energy 
communities do not apply to the hydrogen 
system.

Or. en

Justification

Consumer provisions regarding household participation in the hydrogen market should be 
included.

Amendment 122
Jerzy Buzek, Gheorghe Falcă, Franc Bogovič, Sara Skyttedal, Cristian-Silviu Buşoi, 
Maria da Graça Carvalho

Proposal for a directive
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, renewable hydrogen is expected 
to be deployed on a large-scale from 2030 
onwards for the purpose of decarbonising 
certain sectors, ranging from aviation and 
shipping to hard-to-decarbonise industrial 
sectors. All final customers connected to 
hydrogen systems will benefit from basic 
consumer rights applicable to final 
customers connected to the natural gas 
system such as the right to switch supplier 
and accurate billing information. In those 
instances where customers are connected to 
the hydrogen network, e.g. industrial 
customers, they will benefit from the same 
consumer protection rights applicable to 
natural gas customers. However, consumer 
provisions designed to encourage 
household participation on the market such 
as price comparison tools, active customers 
and citizen energy communities do not 
apply to the hydrogen system.

(8) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy as well as EU REPowerEU 
Communication and Action Plan, 
renewable hydrogen is expected to be 
deployed on a large-scale already by 2030 
for the purpose of increasing the flexibility 
of the electricity system, decarbonising 
certain sectors, ranging from aviation and 
shipping to hard-to-decarbonise industrial 
sectors as well as replacing Russian fossil 
fuels as swift as possible. All final 
customers connected to hydrogen systems 
will benefit from basic consumer rights 
applicable to final customers connected to 
the natural gas system such as the right to 
switch supplier and accurate billing 
information. In those instances where 
customers are connected to the hydrogen 
network, e.g. industrial customers, they 
will benefit from the same consumer 
protection rights applicable to natural gas 
customers. However, consumer provisions 
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designed to encourage household 
participation on the market such as price 
comparison tools, active customers and 
citizen energy communities do not apply to 
the hydrogen system.

Or. en

Amendment 123
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, renewable hydrogen is expected 
to be deployed on a large-scale from 2030 
onwards for the purpose of decarbonising 
certain sectors, ranging from aviation and 
shipping to hard-to-decarbonise industrial 
sectors. All final customers connected to 
hydrogen systems will benefit from basic 
consumer rights applicable to final 
customers connected to the natural gas 
system such as the right to switch supplier 
and accurate billing information. In those 
instances where customers are connected to 
the hydrogen network, e.g. industrial 
customers, they will benefit from the same 
consumer protection rights applicable to 
natural gas customers. However, consumer 
provisions designed to encourage 
household participation on the market such 
as price comparison tools, active customers 
and citizen energy communities do not 
apply to the hydrogen system.

(8) In line with the REPowerEU, 10 mt 
of domestic renewable hydrogen and 10 mt 
of imported renewable hydrogen are 
expected to be deployed on a large-scale by 
2030 for the purpose of decarbonising 
certain sectors and applications that do 
not have any other more sustainable and 
energy efficient renewable solutions, 
ranging from aviation and shipping to 
hard-to-decarbonise industrial sectors. All 
those relevant final customers connected to 
hydrogen systems will benefit from basic 
consumer rights applicable to final 
customers connected to the natural gas 
system such as the right to switch supplier 
and accurate billing information. In those 
instances where non-household customers 
are connected to the hydrogen network, 
e.g. high temperature industrial customers, 
they will benefit from the same consumer 
protection rights applicable to natural gas 
customers. However, consumer provisions 
designed to encourage household 
participation on the market such as price 
comparison tools, and active customers do 
not apply to the hydrogen system.

Or. en
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Amendment 124
Christophe Grudler, Klemen Grošelj, Susana Solís Pérez, Bart Groothuis, Andreas 
Glück

Proposal for a directive
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, renewable hydrogen is expected 
to be deployed on a large-scale from 2030 
onwards for the purpose of decarbonising 
certain sectors, ranging from aviation and 
shipping to hard-to-decarbonise industrial 
sectors. All final customers connected to 
hydrogen systems will benefit from basic 
consumer rights applicable to final 
customers connected to the natural gas 
system such as the right to switch supplier 
and accurate billing information. In those 
instances where customers are connected to 
the hydrogen network, e.g. industrial 
customers, they will benefit from the same 
consumer protection rights applicable to 
natural gas customers. However, consumer 
provisions designed to encourage 
household participation on the market such 
as price comparison tools, active customers 
and citizen energy communities do not 
apply to the hydrogen system.

(8) While the EU Hydrogen Strategy 
supports the use of renewable hydrogen to 
reach carbon neutrality by 2050, low-
carbon hydrogen is expected to be 
deployed alongside it on a large-scale from 
2030 onwards for the purpose of 
decarbonising certain sectors, ranging from 
aviation and shipping to hard-to-
decarbonise industrial sectors. All final 
customers connected to hydrogen systems 
will benefit from basic consumer rights 
applicable to final customers connected to 
the natural gas system such as the right to 
switch supplier and accurate billing 
information. In those instances where 
customers are connected to the hydrogen 
network, e.g. industrial customers, they 
will benefit from the same consumer 
protection rights applicable to natural gas 
customers. However, consumer provisions 
designed to encourage household 
participation on the market such as price 
comparison tools, active customers and 
citizen energy communities do not apply to 
the hydrogen system.

Or. en

Amendment 125
Claudia Gamon, Christophe Grudler, Klemen Grošelj, Emma Wiesner

Proposal for a directive
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, renewable hydrogen is expected 

(8) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, renewable hydrogen is expected 
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to be deployed on a large-scale from 2030 
onwards for the purpose of decarbonising 
certain sectors, ranging from aviation and 
shipping to hard-to-decarbonise industrial 
sectors. All final customers connected to 
hydrogen systems will benefit from basic 
consumer rights applicable to final 
customers connected to the natural gas 
system such as the right to switch supplier 
and accurate billing information. In those 
instances where customers are connected to 
the hydrogen network, e.g. industrial 
customers, they will benefit from the same 
consumer protection rights applicable to 
natural gas customers. However, consumer 
provisions designed to encourage 
household participation on the market such 
as price comparison tools, active customers 
and citizen energy communities do not 
apply to the hydrogen system.

to be deployed on a large-scale from 2030 
onwards for the purpose of decarbonising 
certain sectors, ranging from aviation and 
shipping to hard-to-decarbonise industrial 
sectors. All final customers connected to 
hydrogen systems will benefit from basic 
consumer rights applicable to final 
customers connected to the natural gas 
system such as the right to switch supplier 
and accurate billing information. In those 
instances where customers are connected to 
the hydrogen network, e.g. industrial 
customers, they will benefit from the same 
consumer protection rights applicable to 
natural gas customers. However, consumer 
provisions designed to encourage 
household participation on the market such 
as price comparison tools, active 
customers, renewables self-consumption, 
renewable energy communities and citizen 
energy communities do not apply to the 
hydrogen system.

Or. en

Justification

Amendment necessary for pressing reasons relating to the internal logic of the text.

Amendment 126
Ivan David, Paolo Borchia, Isabella Tovaglieri

Proposal for a directive
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, renewable hydrogen is expected 
to be deployed on a large-scale from 2030 
onwards for the purpose of decarbonising 
certain sectors, ranging from aviation and 
shipping to hard-to-decarbonise industrial 
sectors. All final customers connected to 
hydrogen systems will benefit from basic 
consumer rights applicable to final 
customers connected to the natural gas 

(8) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, renewable hydrogen is expected 
to be deployed on a large-scale from 2030 
onwards for the purpose of decarbonising 
certain sectors, ranging from aviation and 
shipping to hard-to-decarbonise industrial 
sectors. All final customers connected to 
hydrogen systems will benefit from basic 
consumer rights applicable to final 
customers connected to the natural gas 
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system such as the right to switch supplier 
and accurate billing information. In those 
instances where customers are connected to 
the hydrogen network, e.g. industrial 
customers, they will benefit from the same 
consumer protection rights applicable to 
natural gas customers. However, consumer 
provisions designed to encourage 
household participation on the market such 
as price comparison tools, active customers 
and citizen energy communities do not 
apply to the hydrogen system.

system such as the right to switch supplier 
and accurate billing information. In those 
instances where customers are connected to 
the hydrogen network, e.g. industrial 
customers, they will benefit from the same 
consumer protection rights applicable to 
natural gas and biomethane customers. 
However, consumer provisions designed to 
encourage household participation on the 
market such as price comparison tools, 
active customers and citizen energy 
communities do not apply to the hydrogen 
system.

Or. en

Justification

A stand-alone definition of "biomethane" in Article 2 makes it possible to distinguish 
biomethane from natural gas in this recital and therefore give visibility to biomethane in the 
overall rationale and narrative underpinning this Directive.

Amendment 127
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, renewable hydrogen is expected 
to be deployed on a large-scale from 2030 
onwards for the purpose of decarbonising 
certain sectors, ranging from aviation and 
shipping to hard-to-decarbonise industrial 
sectors. All final customers connected to 
hydrogen systems will benefit from basic 
consumer rights applicable to final 
customers connected to the natural gas 
system such as the right to switch supplier 
and accurate billing information. In those 
instances where customers are connected to 
the hydrogen network, e.g. industrial 
customers, they will benefit from the same 
consumer protection rights applicable to 
natural gas customers. However, consumer 

(8) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, renewable hydrogen is expected 
to be deployed on a large-scale from 2030 
onwards for the purpose of decarbonising 
certain sectors, ranging from aviation and 
shipping to hard-to-decarbonise industrial 
sectors. All final customers connected to 
hydrogen systems will benefit from basic 
consumer rights applicable to final 
customers connected to the natural gas 
system such as the right to switch supplier 
and accurate billing information. In those 
instances where customers are connected to 
the hydrogen network, e.g. industrial 
customers, they will benefit from the same 
consumer protection rights applicable to 
natural gas customers. However, consumer 
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provisions designed to encourage 
household participation on the market such 
as price comparison tools, active customers 
and citizen energy communities do not 
apply to the hydrogen system.

provisions designed to encourage 
household participation on the market such 
as price comparison tools, and active 
customers do not apply to the hydrogen 
system.

Or. en

Amendment 128
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, the priority for the EU is to 
develop renewable hydrogen produced 
using mainly wind and solar energy. 
Renewable hydrogen is the most 
compatible option with the EU’s climate 
neutrality and zero pollution goal in the 
long term and the most coherent with an 
integrated energy system. However, low-
carbon fuels (LCFs) such as low-carbon 
hydrogen (LCH) may play a role in the 
energy transition, particularly in the short 
and medium term to rapidly reduce 
emissions of existing fuels, and support 
the uptake of renewable fuels such as 
renewable hydrogen. In order to support 
the transition, it is necessary to establish a 
threshold for greenhouse gas emission 
reductions for low-carbon hydrogen and 
synthetic gaseous fuels. Such threshold 
should become more stringent for 
hydrogen produced in installations 
starting operations from 1 January 2031 
to take into account technological 
developments and better stimulate the 
dynamic progress towards the reduction of 
greenhouse gas emissions from hydrogen 
production. The EU Energy System 
Integration strategy highlighted the need 
to deploy an EU–wide certification system 

(9) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy and the REPowerEU action plan, 
the priority for the EU is to develop 
renewable hydrogen produced using 
additional renewable electricity, mainly 
from wind and solar energy. Renewable 
hydrogen is the only compatible option 
with the EU’s climate neutrality and zero 
pollution goal in the long term and the 
most coherent with an integrated energy 
system. However, considering that those 
fuels still incurs in emissions, leakages 
and energy conversion losses, to make 
sure they play a robust role in the 
transition, it is necessary to establish a 
stronger threshold for greenhouse gas 
emission reductions , accompanied by 
provisions on maximum methane and 
hydrogen leakage rates. Such threshold 
should become more stringent as 
technological developments progress.
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to also cover low-carbon fuels with the 
aim to enable Member States to compare 
them with other decarbonisation options 
and consider them in their energy mix as 
a viable solution. In order to ensure that 
LCF have the same decarbonisation 
impact as compared to other renewable 
alternatives it is important that they are 
certified by applying a similar 
methodological approach based on a life 
cycle assessment of their total greenhouse 
gas (‘GHG’) emissions. This would allow 
deploying a comprehensive EU-wide 
certification system, covering the whole 
Union energy mix. Taking into 
consideration that LCF and LCH are not 
renewable fuels, their terminology and 
certification could not be included in the 
proposal for the revision of Directive (EU) 
2018/2001 of the European Parliament 
and of the Council8 . Therefore, their 
inclusion in this Directive fills in this gap.
_________________
8 Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2018 on the promotion of the 
use of energy from renewable sources (OJ 
L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 82).

Or. en

Amendment 129
François-Xavier Bellamy

Proposal for a directive
Recital 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, the priority for the EU is to 
develop renewable hydrogen produced 
using mainly wind and solar energy. 
Renewable hydrogen is the most 
compatible option with the EU’s climate 
neutrality and zero pollution goal in the 

(9) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, the priority for the EU is to 
develop renewable hydrogen produced 
using mainly wind and solar energy. 
Renewable hydrogen is the most 
compatible option with the EU’s climate 
neutrality and zero pollution goal in the 
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long term and the most coherent with an 
integrated energy system. However, low-
carbon fuels (LCFs) such as low-carbon 
hydrogen (LCH) may play a role in the 
energy transition, particularly in the short 
and medium term to rapidly reduce 
emissions of existing fuels, and support the 
uptake of renewable fuels such as 
renewable hydrogen. In order to support 
the transition, it is necessary to establish a 
threshold for greenhouse gas emission 
reductions for low-carbon hydrogen and 
synthetic gaseous fuels. Such threshold 
should become more stringent for 
hydrogen produced in installations 
starting operations from 1 January 2031 
to take into account technological 
developments and better stimulate the 
dynamic progress towards the reduction 
of greenhouse gas emissions from 
hydrogen production. The EU Energy 
System Integration strategy highlighted the 
need to deploy an EU–wide certification 
system to also cover low-carbon fuels with 
the aim to enable Member States to 
compare them with other decarbonisation 
options and consider them in their energy 
mix as a viable solution. In order to ensure 
that LCF have the same decarbonisation 
impact as compared to other renewable 
alternatives it is important that they are 
certified by applying a similar 
methodological approach based on a life 
cycle assessment of their total greenhouse 
gas (‘GHG’) emissions. This would allow 
deploying a comprehensive EU-wide 
certification system, covering the whole 
Union energy mix. Taking into 
consideration that LCF and LCH are not 
renewable fuels, their terminology and 
certification could not be included in the 
proposal for the revision of Directive (EU) 
2018/2001 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council8 . Therefore, their inclusion 
in this Directive fills in this gap.

long term and the most coherent with an 
integrated energy system. However, low-
carbon fuels (LCFs) such as low-carbon 
hydrogen (LCH) will play a role in the 
energy transition to rapidly reduce 
emissions of existing fuels, and support the 
uptake of renewable fuels such as 
renewable hydrogen. In order to support 
the transition, it is necessary to establish a 
threshold for greenhouse gas emission 
reductions for low-carbon hydrogen and 
synthetic gaseous fuels. The EU Energy 
System Integration strategy highlighted the 
need to deploy an EU–wide certification 
system to also cover low-carbon fuels with 
the aim to enable Member States to 
compare them with other decarbonisation 
options and consider them in their energy 
mix as a viable solution. In order to ensure 
that LCF have the same decarbonisation 
impact as compared to other renewable 
alternatives it is important that they are 
certified by applying a similar 
methodological approach based on a life 
cycle assessment of their total greenhouse 
gas (‘GHG’) emissions. This would allow 
deploying a comprehensive EU-wide 
certification system, covering the whole 
Union energy mix. Taking into 
consideration that LCF and LCH are not 
renewable fuels, their terminology and 
certification could not be included in the 
proposal for the revision of Directive (EU) 
2018/2001 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council8 . Therefore, their inclusion 
in this Directive fills in this gap.

_________________ _________________
8 Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 

8 Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 



AM\1260260EN.docx 27/175 PE735.428v01-00

EN

11 December 2018 on the promotion of the 
use of energy from renewable sources (OJ 
L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 82).

11 December 2018 on the promotion of the 
use of energy from renewable sources (OJ 
L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 82).

Or. en

Justification

Low-carbon hydrogen should be considered as a sound long-term solution.

Amendment 130
Jerzy Buzek, Gheorghe Falcă, Massimiliano Salini, Franc Bogovič, Sara Skyttedal, 
Angelika Niebler, Cristian-Silviu Buşoi, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Christian Ehler

Proposal for a directive
Recital 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, the priority for the EU is to 
develop renewable hydrogen produced 
using mainly wind and solar energy. 
Renewable hydrogen is the most 
compatible option with the EU’s climate 
neutrality and zero pollution goal in the 
long term and the most coherent with an 
integrated energy system. However, low-
carbon fuels (LCFs) such as low-carbon 
hydrogen (LCH) may play a role in the 
energy transition, particularly in the short 
and medium term to rapidly reduce 
emissions of existing fuels, and support the 
uptake of renewable fuels such as 
renewable hydrogen. In order to support 
the transition, it is necessary to establish a 
threshold for greenhouse gas emission 
reductions for low-carbon hydrogen and 
synthetic gaseous fuels. Such threshold 
should become more stringent for 
hydrogen produced in installations starting 
operations from 1 January 2031 to take into 
account technological developments and 
better stimulate the dynamic progress 
towards the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions from hydrogen production. The 
EU Energy System Integration strategy 

(9) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, the priority for the EU is to 
develop renewable hydrogen produced 
using mainly wind and solar energy. 
Renewable and low carbon hydrogen are 
compatible with the EU’s climate 
neutrality and zero pollution goal in the 
long term and the most coherent with an 
integrated energy system. However, 
renewable hydrogen production probably 
will not scale fast enough to meet the 
expected growth in demand for hydrogen 
in Europe. Therefore, low-carbon fuels 
(LCFs) such as low-carbon hydrogen 
(LCH) will play an important role in the 
energy transition, particularly in the short 
and medium term to rapidly reduce 
emissions of existing fuels, and support the 
uptake of renewable fuels such as 
renewable hydrogen. In order to support 
the transition, it is necessary to establish a 
threshold for greenhouse gas emission 
reductions for low-carbon hydrogen and 
synthetic gaseous fuels. Such threshold 
should become more stringent for 
hydrogen produced in installations starting 
operations from 1 January 2031 to take into 
account technological developments and 
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highlighted the need to deploy an EU–wide 
certification system to also cover low-
carbon fuels with the aim to enable 
Member States to compare them with other 
decarbonisation options and consider them 
in their energy mix as a viable solution. In 
order to ensure that LCF have the same 
decarbonisation impact as compared to 
other renewable alternatives it is important 
that they are certified by applying a similar 
methodological approach based on a life 
cycle assessment of their total greenhouse 
gas (‘GHG’) emissions. This would allow 
deploying a comprehensive EU-wide 
certification system, covering the whole 
Union energy mix. Taking into 
consideration that LCF and LCH are not 
renewable fuels, their terminology and 
certification could not be included in the 
proposal for the revision of Directive (EU) 
2018/2001 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council8 . Therefore, their inclusion 
in this Directive fills in this gap.

better stimulate the dynamic progress 
towards the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions from hydrogen production. The 
EU Energy System Integration strategy 
highlighted the need to deploy an EU–wide 
certification system to also cover low-
carbon fuels with the aim to enable 
Member States to compare them with other 
decarbonisation options and consider them 
in their energy mix as a viable solution. In 
order to ensure that LCF have the same 
decarbonisation impact as compared to 
other renewable alternatives it is important 
that they are certified by applying a similar 
methodological approach based on a life 
cycle assessment of their total greenhouse 
gas (‘GHG’) emissions. This would allow 
deploying a comprehensive EU-wide 
certification system, covering the whole 
Union energy mix. Taking into 
consideration that LCF and LCH are not 
renewable fuels, their terminology and 
certification could not be included in the 
proposal for the revision of Directive (EU) 
2018/2001 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council8 . Therefore, their inclusion 
in this Directive fills in this gap.

_________________ _________________
8 Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2018 on the promotion of the 
use of energy from renewable sources (OJ 
L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 82).

8 Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2018 on the promotion of the 
use of energy from renewable sources (OJ 
L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 82).

Or. en

Amendment 131
Christophe Grudler, Klemen Grošelj, Susana Solís Pérez, Bart Groothuis, Andreas 
Glück

Proposal for a directive
Recital 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) In line with the EU Hydrogen (9) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
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Strategy, the priority for the EU is to 
develop renewable hydrogen produced 
using mainly wind and solar energy. 
Renewable hydrogen is the most 
compatible option with the EU’s climate 
neutrality and zero pollution goal in the 
long term and the most coherent with an 
integrated energy system. However, low-
carbon fuels (LCFs) such as low-carbon 
hydrogen (LCH) may play a role in the 
energy transition, particularly in the short 
and medium term to rapidly reduce 
emissions of existing fuels, and support the 
uptake of renewable fuels such as 
renewable hydrogen. In order to support 
the transition, it is necessary to establish a 
threshold for greenhouse gas emission 
reductions for low-carbon hydrogen and 
synthetic gaseous fuels. Such threshold 
should become more stringent for 
hydrogen produced in installations starting 
operations from 1 January 2031 to take into 
account technological developments and 
better stimulate the dynamic progress 
towards the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions from hydrogen production. The 
EU Energy System Integration strategy 
highlighted the need to deploy an EU–wide 
certification system to also cover low-
carbon fuels with the aim to enable 
Member States to compare them with other 
decarbonisation options and consider them 
in their energy mix as a viable solution. In 
order to ensure that LCF have the same 
decarbonisation impact as compared to 
other renewable alternatives it is important 
that they are certified by applying a similar 
methodological approach based on a life 
cycle assessment of their total greenhouse 
gas (‘GHG’) emissions. This would allow 
deploying a comprehensive EU-wide 
certification system, covering the whole 
Union energy mix. Taking into 
consideration that LCF and LCH are not 
renewable fuels, their terminology and 
certification could not be included in the 
proposal for the revision of Directive (EU) 
2018/2001 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council8 . Therefore, their inclusion 

Strategy, the priority for the EU is to 
develop renewable hydrogen produced 
using mainly wind and solar energy. 
Renewable hydrogen is the most 
compatible option with the EU’s climate 
neutrality and zero pollution goal in the 
long term and the most coherent with an 
integrated energy system. However, low-
carbon fuels (LCFs) such as low-carbon 
hydrogen (LCH) will play a role in the 
energy transition in line with the Union 
climate targets, to rapidly reduce 
emissions of existing fuels, and support the 
uptake of renewable fuels such as 
renewable hydrogen. In order to support 
the transition, it is necessary to adopt a 
technology-neutral approach and to 
establish a threshold for greenhouse gas 
emission reductions for low-carbon 
hydrogen and synthetic gaseous fuels. Such 
threshold should become more stringent for 
hydrogen produced in installations starting 
operations from 1 January 2031 to take into 
account technological developments and 
better stimulate the dynamic progress 
towards the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions from hydrogen production. The 
EU Energy System Integration strategy 
highlighted the need to deploy an EU–wide 
certification system to also cover low-
carbon fuels with the aim to enable 
Member States to compare them with other 
decarbonisation options and consider them 
in their energy mix as a viable solution. In 
order to ensure that LCF have the same 
decarbonisation impact as compared to 
other renewable alternatives it is important 
that they are certified by applying a similar 
methodological approach based on a life 
cycle assessment of their total greenhouse 
gas (‘GHG’) emissions. This would allow 
deploying a comprehensive EU-wide 
certification system, covering the whole 
Union energy mix. Taking into 
consideration that LCF and LCH are not 
renewable fuels, their terminology and 
certification could not be included in the 
proposal for the revision of Directive (EU) 
2018/2001 of the European Parliament and 
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in this Directive fills in this gap. of the Council8 . Therefore, their inclusion 
in this Directive fills in this gap.

_________________ _________________
8 Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2018 on the promotion of the 
use of energy from renewable sources (OJ 
L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 82).

8 Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2018 on the promotion of the 
use of energy from renewable sources (OJ 
L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 82).

Or. en

Amendment 132
Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Recital 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, the priority for the EU is to 
develop renewable hydrogen produced 
using mainly wind and solar energy. 
Renewable hydrogen is the most 
compatible option with the EU’s climate 
neutrality and zero pollution goal in the 
long term and the most coherent with an 
integrated energy system. However, low-
carbon fuels (LCFs) such as low-carbon 
hydrogen (LCH) may play a role in the 
energy transition, particularly in the short 
and medium term to rapidly reduce 
emissions of existing fuels, and support the 
uptake of renewable fuels such as 
renewable hydrogen. In order to support 
the transition, it is necessary to establish a 
threshold for greenhouse gas emission 
reductions for low-carbon hydrogen and 
synthetic gaseous fuels. Such threshold 
should become more stringent for 
hydrogen produced in installations starting 
operations from 1 January 2031 to take into 
account technological developments and 
better stimulate the dynamic progress 
towards the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions from hydrogen production. The 

(9) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, the priority for the EU is to 
develop renewable hydrogen produced 
using mainly wind and solar energy. 
Renewable hydrogen produced using 
biomass energy falls under the definition 
of biogas, as indicated by Directive (EU) 
2018/2001. However, renewable hydrogen 
production is not likely to meet rapidly the 
expected growth in demand for hydrogen 
in the Union. Therefore, low-carbon fuels 
(LCFs) such as low-carbon hydrogen 
(LCH) may play a role in the energy 
transition, to reduce emissions of existing 
fuels, and support the transition of the 
Union's industry. In order to support the 
transition, it is necessary to establish a 
threshold for greenhouse gas emission 
reductions for low-carbon hydrogen and 
synthetic gaseous fuels. Such threshold 
should become more stringent for 
hydrogen produced in installations starting 
operations from 1 January 2035 to take into 
account technological developments and 
better stimulate the dynamic progress 
towards the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions from hydrogen production. The 



AM\1260260EN.docx 31/175 PE735.428v01-00

EN

EU Energy System Integration strategy 
highlighted the need to deploy an EU–wide 
certification system to also cover low-
carbon fuels with the aim to enable 
Member States to compare them with other 
decarbonisation options and consider them 
in their energy mix as a viable solution. In 
order to ensure that LCF have the same 
decarbonisation impact as compared to 
other renewable alternatives it is important 
that they are certified by applying a similar 
methodological approach based on a life 
cycle assessment of their total greenhouse 
gas (‘GHG’) emissions. This would allow 
deploying a comprehensive EU-wide 
certification system, covering the whole 
Union energy mix. Taking into 
consideration that LCF and LCH are not 
renewable fuels, their terminology and 
certification could not be included in the 
proposal for the revision of Directive (EU) 
2018/2001 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council8 . Therefore, their inclusion 
in this Directive fills in this gap.

EU Energy System Integration strategy 
highlighted the need to deploy an EU–wide 
certification system to also cover low-
carbon fuels with the aim to enable 
Member States to compare them with other 
decarbonisation options and consider them 
in their energy mix as a viable solution. In 
order to ensure that LCF have the same 
decarbonisation impact as compared to 
other renewable alternatives it is important 
that they are certified by applying a similar 
methodological approach based on a life 
cycle assessment of their total greenhouse 
gas (‘GHG’) emissions. This would allow 
deploying a comprehensive EU-wide 
certification system, covering the whole 
Union energy mix. Taking into 
consideration that LCF and LCH are not 
renewable fuels, their terminology and 
certification could not be included in the 
proposal for the revision of Directive (EU) 
2018/2001 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council8 . Therefore, their inclusion 
in this Directive fills in this gap.

_________________ _________________
8 Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2018 on the promotion of the 
use of energy from renewable sources (OJ 
L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 82).

8 Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2018 on the promotion of the 
use of energy from renewable sources (OJ 
L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 82).

Or. en

Amendment 133
Sara Skyttedal, Tomas Tobé

Proposal for a directive
Recital 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, the priority for the EU is to 
develop renewable hydrogen produced 
using mainly wind and solar energy. 
Renewable hydrogen is the most 

(9) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, the priority for the EU is to 
develop renewable hydrogen produced 
using mainly wind and solar energy. 
Renewable hydrogen is the most 
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compatible option with the EU’s climate 
neutrality and zero pollution goal in the 
long term and the most coherent with an 
integrated energy system. However, low-
carbon fuels (LCFs) such as low-carbon 
hydrogen (LCH) may play a role in the 
energy transition, particularly in the short 
and medium term to rapidly reduce 
emissions of existing fuels, and support the 
uptake of renewable fuels such as 
renewable hydrogen. In order to support 
the transition, it is necessary to establish a 
threshold for greenhouse gas emission 
reductions for low-carbon hydrogen and 
synthetic gaseous fuels. Such threshold 
should become more stringent for 
hydrogen produced in installations starting 
operations from 1 January 2031 to take into 
account technological developments and 
better stimulate the dynamic progress 
towards the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions from hydrogen production. The 
EU Energy System Integration strategy 
highlighted the need to deploy an EU–wide 
certification system to also cover low-
carbon fuels with the aim to enable 
Member States to compare them with other 
decarbonisation options and consider them 
in their energy mix as a viable solution. In 
order to ensure that LCF have the same 
decarbonisation impact as compared to 
other renewable alternatives it is important 
that they are certified by applying a similar 
methodological approach based on a life 
cycle assessment of their total greenhouse 
gas (‘GHG’) emissions. This would allow 
deploying a comprehensive EU-wide 
certification system, covering the whole 
Union energy mix. Taking into 
consideration that LCF and LCH are not 
renewable fuels, their terminology and 
certification could not be included in the 
proposal for the revision of Directive (EU) 
2018/2001 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council8 . Therefore, their inclusion 
in this Directive fills in this gap.

compatible option with the EU’s climate 
neutrality and zero pollution goal in the 
long term and the most coherent with an 
integrated energy system. However, low-
carbon fuels (LCFs) such as low-carbon 
hydrogen (LCH) will play a role in the 
energy transition, to rapidly reduce 
emissions of existing fuels, and support the 
uptake of renewable fuels such as 
renewable hydrogen. In order to support 
the transition, it is necessary to establish a 
threshold for greenhouse gas emission 
reductions for low-carbon hydrogen and 
synthetic gaseous fuels. Such threshold 
should become more stringent for 
hydrogen produced in installations starting 
operations from 1 January 2031 to take into 
account technological developments and 
better stimulate the dynamic progress 
towards the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions from hydrogen production. The 
EU Energy System Integration strategy 
highlighted the need to deploy an EU–wide 
certification system to also cover low-
carbon fuels with the aim to enable 
Member States to compare them with other 
decarbonisation options and consider them 
in their energy mix as a viable solution. In 
order to ensure that LCF have the same 
decarbonisation impact as compared to 
other renewable alternatives it is important 
that they are certified by applying a similar 
methodological approach based on a life 
cycle assessment of their total greenhouse 
gas (‘GHG’) emissions. This would allow 
deploying a comprehensive EU-wide 
certification system, covering the whole 
Union energy mix. Taking into 
consideration that LCF and LCH are not 
renewable fuels, their terminology and 
certification could not be included in the 
proposal for the revision of Directive (EU) 
2018/2001 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council8 . Therefore, their inclusion 
in this Directive fills in this gap.

_________________ _________________
8 Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the 8 Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the 
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European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2018 on the promotion of the 
use of energy from renewable sources (OJ 
L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 82).

European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2018 on the promotion of the 
use of energy from renewable sources (OJ 
L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 82).

Or. en

Amendment 134
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, the priority for the EU is to 
develop renewable hydrogen produced 
using mainly wind and solar energy. 
Renewable hydrogen is the most 
compatible option with the EU’s climate 
neutrality and zero pollution goal in the 
long term and the most coherent with an 
integrated energy system. However, low-
carbon fuels (LCFs) such as low-carbon 
hydrogen (LCH) may play a role in the 
energy transition, particularly in the short 
and medium term to rapidly reduce 
emissions of existing fuels, and support the 
uptake of renewable fuels such as 
renewable hydrogen. In order to support 
the transition, it is necessary to establish a 
threshold for greenhouse gas emission 
reductions for low-carbon hydrogen and 
synthetic gaseous fuels. Such threshold 
should become more stringent for 
hydrogen produced in installations starting 
operations from 1 January 2031 to take into 
account technological developments and 
better stimulate the dynamic progress 
towards the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions from hydrogen production. The 
EU Energy System Integration strategy 
highlighted the need to deploy an EU–wide 
certification system to also cover low-
carbon fuels with the aim to enable 
Member States to compare them with other 

(9) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy, the priority for the EU is to 
develop renewable hydrogen produced 
using mainly wind and solar energy. 
Renewable hydrogen is the most 
compatible option with the EU’s climate 
neutrality and zero pollution goal in the 
long term and the most coherent with an 
integrated energy system. However, low-
carbon fuels (LCFs) such as low-carbon 
hydrogen (LCH) may play a role in the 
energy transition, particularly in the short 
and medium term to rapidly reduce 
emissions of existing fuels, and support the 
uptake of renewable fuels such as 
renewable hydrogen. In order to support 
the transition, it is necessary to establish a 
threshold for greenhouse gas emission 
reductions for low-carbon hydrogen and 
synthetic gaseous fuels. Such threshold 
should become more stringent for 
hydrogen produced in installations starting 
operations from 1 January 2026 to take into 
account technological developments and 
better stimulate the dynamic progress 
towards the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions from hydrogen production. The 
EU Energy System Integration strategy 
highlighted the need to deploy an EU–wide 
certification system to also cover low-
carbon fuels with the aim to enable 
Member States to compare them with other 
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decarbonisation options and consider them 
in their energy mix as a viable solution. In 
order to ensure that LCF have the same 
decarbonisation impact as compared to 
other renewable alternatives it is important 
that they are certified by applying a similar 
methodological approach based on a life 
cycle assessment of their total greenhouse 
gas (‘GHG’) emissions. This would allow 
deploying a comprehensive EU-wide 
certification system, covering the whole 
Union energy mix. Taking into 
consideration that LCF and LCH are not 
renewable fuels, their terminology and 
certification could not be included in the 
proposal for the revision of Directive (EU) 
2018/2001 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council8 . Therefore, their inclusion 
in this Directive fills in this gap.

decarbonisation options and consider them 
in their energy mix as a viable solution. In 
order to ensure that LCF have the same 
decarbonisation impact as compared to 
other renewable alternatives it is important 
that they are certified by applying a similar 
methodological approach based on a life 
cycle assessment of their total greenhouse 
gas (‘GHG’) emissions. This would allow 
deploying a comprehensive EU-wide 
certification system, covering the whole 
Union energy mix. Taking into 
consideration that LCF and LCH are not 
renewable fuels, their terminology and 
certification could not be included in the 
proposal for the revision of Directive (EU) 
2018/2001 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council8 . Therefore, their inclusion 
in this Directive fills in this gap.

_________________ _________________
8 Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2018 on the promotion of the 
use of energy from renewable sources (OJ 
L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 82).

8 Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2018 on the promotion of the 
use of energy from renewable sources (OJ 
L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 82).

Or. en

Amendment 135
Robert Hajšel, Romana Jerković, Jens Geier, Carlos Zorrinho

Proposal for a directive
Recital 9 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9 a) The Union is not able to produce 
enough renewable and low-carbon 
hydrogen to meet its decarbonisation 
goals. Imports of renewable and low-
carbon hydrogen are needed for the rapid 
availability of large quantities of 
hydrogen catering for the Union’s 
demand, especially from neighbouring 
countries and regions such as Norway, 
Ukraine, North Africa and the Middle 
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East. The certification and life cycle 
assessment methodology of LCF should 
also apply to imports. This will ensure 
that partner countries can easily identify 
the requirements of the Union for LCF to 
be certified as such, ensure market 
confidence, and foster transparent 
imports of LCF. By developing such a 
methodology, the Union can also take a 
leading role in developing global 
standards for LCF certification and 
strengthen its role as a global climate 
leader, using its climate diplomacy to 
develop mutually beneficial cooperation 
with exporting partners.

Or. en

Amendment 136
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 9 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9 a) Regardless of the chosen 
production pathway, hydrogen production 
incurs significant energy conversion 
losses. Therefore, hydrogen should only 
be used for those applications where more 
energy-efficient alternatives are not yet 
available. This notably includes 
applications in so-called hard-to-
decarbonise sectors, e.g. the production of 
sustainable aviation fuels and fuels for 
shipping, in steelmaking, and in the 
chemicals sector. Conversely, all efforts 
should be made to avoid the use of 
hydrogen for applications where more 
energy-efficient alternatives exist. This 
notably includes heating buildings, 
producing hot water for sanitary use, and 
low-grade heat for industrial processes.

Or. en
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Amendment 137
Jerzy Buzek, Markus Pieper, Gheorghe Falcă, Hildegard Bentele, Franc Bogovič, Sara 
Skyttedal, Angelika Niebler, Cristian-Silviu Buşoi, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Christian 
Ehler

Proposal for a directive
Recital 9 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9 a) In line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy and REPowerEU 
Communication and Action Plan, setting 
an indicative greenhouse gas intensity 
reduction target for gas consumed in the 
Union will provide a clear investor 
framework and pathway for the upscaling 
of renewable and low carbon gases across 
the Union. It will provide predictability to 
customers, in particular in hard-to-
decarbonise sectors, to make the 
necessary investments to transform their 
operations. It will also enabling different 
technologies to contribute towards the 
Union indicative target and the overall 
Union decarbonisation commitments on a 
level playing field.

Or. en

Justification

According to the Commission's Impact Assessment accompanying the proposal, energy 
carried by gaseous fuels would stay in 2050 at about 85% of the current level. It is key to 
ensure that these gaseous fuels are rapidly decarbonised in a climate compatible way. In this 
context, an indicative EU level target will provide the necessary framework for the rapid 
rollout of renewable and low carbon gases by ensuring predictability on future availability of 
demand and supply across the EU.

Amendment 138
Jens Geier

Proposal for a directive
Recital 9 a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9 a) In line with REPowerEU Plan the 
import of 10 million tons of renewable 
hydrogen in the Union by 31 December 
2030 should be supported by the 
implementation of a Global European 
Hydrogen Facility based on a bidding 
process in order to enable the market 
ramp-up for renewable hydrogen, 
especially, in hard-to-decarbonise sectors 
with the highest greenhouse gas 
abatement potential. The bidding process 
should incentivise market-based efficient 
solutions and minimise the difference 
between procurement costs and resale 
revenues to be compensated with public 
funds.

Or. en

Amendment 139
François-Xavier Bellamy

Proposal for a directive
Recital 9 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9 a) Notes that today, hydrogen is 
hardly exclusively used in chemistry, 
health and industry, that in the context of 
decarbonisation, hydrogen offers 
solutions as a storage tool and as a fuel; 
stresses that all these applications are very 
different in terms of quality, security, 
volume, pressure, transportation etc., and 
that this implies specific provisions 
according to the final use.

Or. en

Amendment 140
Christian Ehler, Cristian-Silviu Buşoi, Jerzy Buzek
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Proposal for a directive
Recital 9 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9 a) The establishment of European 
hydrogen infrastructure targets related to 
hydrogen corridors identified in the 
REPowerEU Plan, including hydrogen 
networks, hydrogen storage and hydrogen 
import terminals, will help meeting the 
REPowerEU Plan targets for hydrogen 
production and imports by 2030.

Or. en

Justification

To achieve the hydrogen-related targets included in the EU legislative framework (such as 
[REDIII], [REPowerEU Plan], [AFIR], etc.) and in the National Integrated Energy and 
Climate Plans, it is necessary that the European Commission sets hydrogen infrastructure 
targets, aligned with the REPowerEU Plan. The priority should be given to the EU internal 
hydrogen corridors for which concrete projects are already being proposed.

Amendment 141
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 9 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9 a) There is a need to define terms 
such as “hydrogen ready” or “future 
ready” for all relevant infrastructure 
given that these terms are used inter alia 
in EU funding programmes and the 
revised Climate and Energy state aid 
guidelines.

Or. en

Amendment 142
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias



AM\1260260EN.docx 39/175 PE735.428v01-00

EN

Proposal for a directive
Recital 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) The freedoms which the Treaty 
guarantees the citizens of the Union — 
inter alia, the free movement of goods, the 
freedom of establishment and the freedom 
to provide services — are achievable only 
in a fully open market, which enables all 
consumers freely to choose their suppliers 
and all suppliers freely to deliver to their 
customers.

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 143
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) Consumer interests should be at the 
heart of this Directive and quality of 
service should be a central responsibility of 
natural gas undertakings. Existing rights of 
consumers and rights for access to essential 
services, including energy, and 
safeguarding against energy poverty, as 
stated in the European Pillar of Social 
Rights communication need to be 
strengthened and guaranteed, and should 
include greater transparency. Consumer 
protection should ensure that all consumers 
in the wider remit of the Union benefit 
from a competitive gas market. Consumer 
rights should be enforced by Member 
States or, where a Member State has so 
provided, the regulatory authorities.

(11) Consumer interests should be at the 
heart of this Directive and quality of 
service should be a central responsibility of 
natural gas undertakings. Existing rights of 
consumers and rights for access to essential 
services, including energy, including the 
right to a secure, affordable and 
renewable-based energy supply, and 
safeguarding against energy poverty, as 
stated in the European Pillar of Social 
Rights communication need to be 
strengthened and guaranteed, and should 
include greater transparency. To this 
respect, any cross-subsidisation of 
hydrogen network through gas or 
electricity network tariffs shall not be 
allowed, as it puts the burden of the 
energy transition of the industry sector on 
gas or electricity users, including 
households, by increasing their gas or 
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electricity bills, while they are not 
expected to use hydrogen in the future. 
Consumer protection should ensure that all 
consumers in the wider remit of the Union 
benefit from a competitive gas market. 
Consumer rights should be enforced by 
Member States or, where a Member State 
has so provided, the regulatory authorities.

Or. en

Justification

Changes to strengthen and reflect the amendments on consumers related articles.

Cross-subsidisation of hydrogen network through gas network tariffs should never be allowed 
as it arbitrarily puts the burden of the energy transition of the industry sector on gas users, 
including households, who are not expected to be hydrogen users in the future.

Amendment 144
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) Consumer interests should be at the 
heart of this Directive and quality of 
service should be a central responsibility of 
natural gas undertakings. Existing rights of 
consumers and rights for access to essential 
services, including energy, and 
safeguarding against energy poverty, as 
stated in the European Pillar of Social 
Rights communication need to be 
strengthened and guaranteed, and should 
include greater transparency. Consumer 
protection should ensure that all consumers 
in the wider remit of the Union benefit 
from a competitive gas market. Consumer 
rights should be enforced by Member 
States or, where a Member State has so 
provided, the regulatory authorities.

(11) Consumer interests must be at the 
heart of this Directive and quality of 
service should be a central responsibility of 
natural gas undertakings. Existing rights of 
consumers and rights for access to essential 
services, including energy, and tackling 
energy poverty, as stated in the European 
Pillar of Social Rights communication need 
to be strengthened and guaranteed, and 
should include greater transparency, 
particularly on prices. Consumer 
protection should ensure that all consumers 
in the wider remit of the Union benefit 
from a competitive gas market. Consumer 
rights should be enforced and applied by 
Member States or, where a Member State 
has so provided, the regulatory authorities.

Or. en
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Amendment 145
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 12

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12) The European Pillar of Social 
Rights places energy among the essential 
services everyone shall have access to and 
calls for support measures for those in 
need (principle 20). UN Sustainable 
Development Goal number 7 (SDG7) also 
calls for ensuring access to affordable, 
reliable, sustainable and modern energy 
for all.

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 146
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 12

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12) The European Pillar of Social 
Rights places energy among the essential 
services everyone shall have access to and 
calls for support measures for those in need 
(principle 20). UN Sustainable 
Development Goal number 7 (SDG7) also 
calls for ensuring access to affordable, 
reliable, sustainable and modern energy for 
all.

(12) The European Pillar of Social 
Rights places good quality of energy 
among the essential services everyone shall 
have access to and calls for support 
measures for those in need (principle 20). 
UN Sustainable Development Goal number 
7 (SDG7) also calls for ensuring access to 
affordable, reliable, sustainable and 
modern energy for all.

Or. en

Justification

addition from the 20th principle language, which hints to the fact that also the type energy we 
secure access to is equally important, notably renewable energy
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Amendment 147
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 13

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(13) Public service requirements and the 
common minimum standards that follow 
from them need to be further strengthened 
to make sure that all consumers, especially 
vulnerable ones, can benefit from 
competition and fair prices. The public 
service requirements should be defined at 
national level, taking into account national 
circumstances; Union law should, 
however, be respected by the Member 
States.

(13) The European Pillar of Social 
Rights places energy among the essential 
services everyone shall have access to and 
calls for support measures for those in 
need (principle 20). UN Sustainable 
Development Goal number 7 (SDG7) also 
calls for ensuring access to affordable, 
reliable, sustainable and modern energy 
for all. Thus, public service requirements 
and the common minimum standards that 
follow from them need to be further 
strengthened to make sure that all 
consumers, especially vulnerable ones, can 
benefit from competition and fair prices. 
The public service requirements should be 
defined at national level, taking into 
account national circumstances; Union law 
should, however, be respected by the 
Member States.

Or. en

Amendment 148
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 14

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(14) Member States should have a wide 
discretion to impose public service 
obligations on gas undertakings in pursuing 
objectives of general economic interest. 
However, public service obligations in the 
form of price setting for the supply of 
natural gas constitute a fundamentally 

(14) Member States should have a wide 
discretion to impose public service 
obligations on gas undertakings in pursuing 
objectives of general economic interest, 
including the direct provision of service. 
In addition to price setting if necessary, 
Member States should apply other policy 
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distortive measure that often leads to the 
accumulation of tariff deficits, the 
limitation of consumer choice, poorer 
incentives for energy saving and energy 
efficiency investments, lower standards of 
service, lower levels of consumer 
engagement and satisfaction, and the 
restriction of competition, as well as to 
there being fewer innovative products and 
services on the market. Consequently, 
Member States should apply other policy 
tools, in particular targeted social policy 
measures, to safeguard the affordability of 
natural gas supply to their citizens. Public 
interventions in price setting for the supply 
of natural gas should be carried out only as 
public service obligations and should be 
subject to specific conditions. A fully 
liberalised, well-functioning retail natural 
gas market would stimulate price and 
non-price competition among existing 
suppliers and provide incentives to new 
market entrants, thereby improving 
consumer choice and satisfaction.

tools, in particular targeted social policy 
measures, to safeguard the affordability of 
natural gas supply to their citizens. Public 
interventions in price setting for the supply 
of natural gas should be carried out only as 
public service obligations and should be 
subject to specific conditions.

Or. en

Amendment 149
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 14

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(14) Member States should have a wide 
discretion to impose public service 
obligations on gas undertakings in pursuing 
objectives of general economic interest. 
However, public service obligations in the 
form of price setting for the supply of 
natural gas constitute a fundamentally 
distortive measure that often leads to the 
accumulation of tariff deficits, the 
limitation of consumer choice, poorer 
incentives for energy saving and energy 

(14) Member States should have a wide 
discretion to impose public service 
obligations on gas undertakings in case 
these are pursuing objectives of the 
energy and climate legislation, are 
aligned to the Member States national 
energy and climate plan objectives and its 
national targets especially 
regarding electrification, renewable 
energy expansion, energy efficiency 
improvements and emission reductions, as 
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efficiency investments, lower standards of 
service, lower levels of consumer 
engagement and satisfaction, and the 
restriction of competition, as well as to 
there being fewer innovative products and 
services on the market. Consequently, 
Member States should apply other policy 
tools, in particular targeted social policy 
measures, to safeguard the affordability of 
natural gas supply to their citizens. Public 
interventions in price setting for the supply 
of natural gas should be carried out only as 
public service obligations and should be 
subject to specific conditions. A fully 
liberalised, well-functioning retail natural 
gas market would stimulate price and non-
price competition among existing suppliers 
and provide incentives to new market 
entrants, thereby improving consumer 
choice and satisfaction.

well as on general economic 
interest. However, public service 
obligations in the form of price setting for 
the supply of natural gas constitute a 
fundamentally distortive measure that often 
leads to the accumulation of tariff deficits, 
the limitation of consumer choice, poorer 
incentives for energy saving and energy 
efficiency investments, lower standards of 
service, lower levels of consumer 
engagement and satisfaction, and the 
restriction of competition, as well as to 
there being fewer innovative products and 
services on the market. 
Consequently, Member States should apply 
other policy tools, in particular targeted 
social policy measures, to safeguard the 
affordability of natural gas supply to their 
citizens. Public interventions in price 
setting for the supply of natural gas should 
be carried out only in the framework of 
exceptional circumstances, as public 
service obligations, and be limited in time, 
while being subject to specific conditions. 
A fully liberalised, well-functioning retail 
natural gas market would stimulate price 
and non-price competition among existing 
suppliers and provide incentives to new 
market entrants, thereby improving 
consumer choice and satisfaction, as well 
as supporting the transition to an 
integrated, highly energy efficient and 
fully renewable based energy system 
according to the relevant Union targets, 
legislation and strategies. .

Or. en

Amendment 150
Nicolás González Casares, Lina Gálvez Muñoz, Carlos Zorrinho, Robert Hajšel, 
Adriana Maldonado López, Eva Kaili

Proposal for a directive
Recital 14

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment
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(14) Member States should have a wide 
discretion to impose public service 
obligations on gas undertakings in pursuing 
objectives of general economic interest. 
However, public service obligations in the 
form of price setting for the supply of 
natural gas constitute a fundamentally 
distortive measure that often leads to the 
accumulation of tariff deficits, the 
limitation of consumer choice, poorer 
incentives for energy saving and energy 
efficiency investments, lower standards of 
service, lower levels of consumer 
engagement and satisfaction, and the 
restriction of competition, as well as to 
there being fewer innovative products and 
services on the market. Consequently, 
Member States should apply other policy 
tools, in particular targeted social policy 
measures, to safeguard the affordability of 
natural gas supply to their citizens. Public 
interventions in price setting for the supply 
of natural gas should be carried out only as 
public service obligations and should be 
subject to specific conditions. A fully 
liberalised, well-functioning retail natural 
gas market would stimulate price and non-
price competition among existing suppliers 
and provide incentives to new market 
entrants, thereby improving consumer 
choice and satisfaction.

(14) Member States should ensure that 
household customers and, where Member 
States consider it to be appropriate, small 
enterprises, enjoy the right to be supplied 
with gas of a specified quality at clearly 
comparable, transparent and competitive 
prices. Member States should maintain a 
wide discretion to impose public service 
obligations on gas undertakings in pursuing 
objectives of general economic interest. 
However, public service obligations in the 
form of price setting for the supply of 
natural gas constitute a fundamentally 
distortive measure that often leads to the 
accumulation of tariff deficits, the 
limitation of consumer choice, poorer 
incentives for energy saving and energy 
efficiency investments, lower standards of 
service, lower levels of consumer 
engagement and satisfaction, and the 
restriction of competition, as well as to 
there being fewer innovative products and 
services on the market. Consequently, 
Member States should apply other policy 
tools, in particular targeted social policy 
measures, to safeguard the affordability of 
natural gas supply to their citizens. Public 
interventions in price setting for the supply 
of natural gas should be carried out only as 
public service obligations and should be 
subject to specific conditions. A fully 
liberalised, well-functioning retail natural 
gas market would stimulate price and non-
price competition among existing suppliers 
and provide incentives to new market 
entrants, thereby improving consumer 
choice and satisfaction.

Or. en

Justification

To align the recital with the electricity Directive

Amendment 151
Nicolás González Casares, Lina Gálvez Muñoz, Carlos Zorrinho, Robert Hajšel, 
Adriana Maldonado López, Eva Kaili
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Proposal for a directive
Recital 15

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(15) Public service obligations in the 
form of price setting for the supply of 
natural gas should be used without 
overriding the principle of open markets in 
clearly defined circumstances and 
beneficiaries and should be limited in 
duration. In order to mitigate the distortive 
effects of public service obligations in 
price setting for the supply of natural gas, 
Member States applying such interventions 
should put in place additional measures, 
including measures to prevent distortions 
of price setting in the wholesale market. 
Member States should ensure that all 
beneficiaries of regulated prices are able to 
benefit fully from the offers available on 
the competitive market when they choose 
to do so. To that end, they should be 
directly and regularly informed of the 
offers and savings available on the 
competitive market, and should be 
provided with assistance to respond to and 
benefit from market-based offers.

(15) Public service obligations in the 
form of price setting for the supply of 
natural gas should be used without 
overriding the principle of open markets in 
clearly defined circumstances and 
beneficiaries and should be limited in 
duration. Such circumstances might occur 
for example where supply is severely 
constrained, causing significantly higher 
gas prices than normal, or in the event of 
a market failure where interventions by 
regulatory authorities and competition 
authorities have proven to be ineffective. 
This would disproportionately affect 
households and, in particular, vulnerable 
customers who typically expend a higher 
share of their disposable income on 
energy bills compared to high-income 
consumers. In order to mitigate the 
distortive effects of public service 
obligations in price setting for the supply 
of natural gas, Member States applying 
such interventions should put in place 
additional measures, including measures to 
prevent distortions of price setting in the 
wholesale market. Member States should 
ensure that all beneficiaries of regulated 
prices are able to benefit fully from the 
offers available on the competitive market 
when they choose to do so. To that end, 
they should be directly and regularly 
informed of the offers and savings 
available on the competitive market, and 
should be provided with assistance to 
respond to and benefit from market-based 
offers.

Or. en

Amendment 152
Ignazio Corrao
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on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 15

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(15) Public service obligations in the 
form of price setting for the supply of 
natural gas should be used without 
overriding the principle of open markets in 
clearly defined circumstances and 
beneficiaries and should be limited in 
duration. In order to mitigate the distortive 
effects of public service obligations in 
price setting for the supply of natural gas, 
Member States applying such interventions 
should put in place additional measures, 
including measures to prevent distortions 
of price setting in the wholesale market. 
Member States should ensure that all 
beneficiaries of regulated prices are able to 
benefit fully from the offers available on 
the competitive market when they choose 
to do so. To that end, they should be 
directly and regularly informed of the 
offers and savings available on the 
competitive market, and should be 
provided with assistance to respond to and 
benefit from market-based offers.

(15) Public service obligations in the 
form of price setting for the supply of 
natural gas should be used only in 
exceptional circumstances without 
overriding the principle of open markets in 
clearly defined circumstances, should be 
limited in duration and be targeted only to 
those in need. In order to mitigate 
the distortive effects of public service 
obligations in price setting for the supply 
of natural gas, Member States applying 
such interventions should put in place 
additional measures, including measures to 
prevent distortions of price setting in the 
wholesale market. Member States should 
ensure that all beneficiaries of regulated 
prices are able to benefit fully from the 
offers available on the competitive market 
when they choose to do so. To that 
end, they should be directly and regularly 
informed of the offers and 
savings available on the competitive 
market, and should be provided with 
assistance to respond to and benefit from 
market-based offers.

Or. en

Amendment 153
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(16) Public interventions in price setting 
for the supply of natural gas should not 
lead to direct cross-subsidisation between 

(16) Public interventions in price setting 
for the supply of natural gas should not 
lead to direct cross-subsidisation between 
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different categories of customer. 
According to that principle, price systems 
must not explicitly make certain categories 
of customer bear the cost of price 
interventions that affect other categories of 
customer.

different categories of customers or 
between different heat supply sources, nor 
undermine the price signal for industry 
actors needed for decarbonisation, in 
particular whilst free allowances still 
persist in the ETS sector. According to 
that principle, price systems must not 
explicitly make certain categories 
of customer bear the cost of price 
interventions that affect other categories 
of customer.

Or. en

Amendment 154
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 18

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18) Member States should take into 
account the fact that the successful 
transition requires enhanced investment in 
education and skills for workers in the gas 
industry, including in relation to 
infrastructure development. Such mention 
would be in line with the proposal for a 
revision of EED (2021/0203 (COD).

(18) Member States should take into 
account the fact that the successful 
ecological transition requires enhanced 
investment in education, training and skills 
for workers in the energy sector, 
including gas industry, and related value 
chains, as well as in relation to 
infrastructure development and renewable 
energy roll out such as heat pump 
deployment and other renewables thermal 
sources. Such mention would be in line 
with the proposal for a revision of EED 
(2021/0203 (COD) and RED 
(2018/0201(COD)) as well as the 
REPower EU initiatives.

Or. en

Amendment 155
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
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Recital 18

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18) Member States should take into 
account the fact that the successful 
transition requires enhanced investment in 
education and skills for workers in the gas 
industry, including in relation to 
infrastructure development. Such mention 
would be in line with the proposal for a 
revision of EED (2021/0203 (COD).

(18) Member States should take into 
account the fact that the successful 
transition requires enhanced investment in 
education and skills for workers in the gas 
industry, including in relation to 
infrastructure development. Such mention 
would be in line with the proposal for a 
revision of EED (2021/0203 (COD). Social 
partners must play a key role in this 
process.

Or. en

Amendment 156
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 19

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(19) Market rules should protect and 
empower customers to make low carbon 
choices, in order for new renewable and 
low carbon gases to be fully embedded in 
the energy transition.

(19) Market rules should protect and 
empower customers to make energy 
efficient and renewable choices, in order 
for new renewable gases to be steered to 
those applications where no other more 
energy efficient renewable-based solution 
exist. There is for example no financial or 
environmental benefit in supplying 
hydrogen to individual heating appliances 
and such uses should therefore not be 
encouraged as a general principle.

Or. en

Amendment 157
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
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Recital 20

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(20) Natural gas still plays a key role in 
energy supply, as household energy 
consumption from natural gas is still 
higher than from electricity. Although 
electrification is a key element of the green 
transition, in the future there will still be 
household natural gas consumption 
including increasing volumes of renewable 
gas.

(20) Currently, household energy 
consumption from fossil gas is still higher 
than from electricity. High levels of 
renewable based electrification wherever 
is technically feasible is a key element of 
the green transition, as it is a more energy 
efficient and sustainable alternative to 
burning gases, including renewable one, 
for heat purposes. Therefore, it is 
necessary to introduce a gas switch 
mandate at national level.

Or. en

Amendment 158
Christophe Grudler, Klemen Grošelj, Susana Solís Pérez, Bart Groothuis, Andreas 
Glück

Proposal for a directive
Recital 20

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(20) Natural gas still plays a key role in 
energy supply, as household energy 
consumption from natural gas is still higher 
than from electricity. Although 
electrification is a key element of the green 
transition, in the future there will still be 
household natural gas consumption 
including increasing volumes of renewable 
gas.

(20) Natural gas still plays a key role in 
energy supply, as household energy 
consumption from natural gas is still higher 
than from electricity. Although 
electrification is a key element of the green 
transition, in the future there will still be 
household natural gas consumption 
including increasing volumes of renewable 
and low-carbon gases.

Or. en

Amendment 159
Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Recital 20
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(20) Natural gas still plays a key role in 
energy supply, as household energy 
consumption from natural gas is still higher 
than from electricity. Although 
electrification is a key element of the green 
transition, in the future there will still be 
household natural gas consumption 
including increasing volumes of renewable 
gas.

(20) Natural gas still plays a key role in 
energy supply, as household energy 
consumption from natural gas is still higher 
than from electricity. Although 
electrification is a key element of the green 
transition, in the future there will still be 
household natural gas consumption 
including increasing volumes of renewable 
and low carbon gas.

Or. en

Amendment 160
Ivan David, Paolo Borchia, Isabella Tovaglieri

Proposal for a directive
Recital 20

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(20) Natural gas still plays a key role in 
energy supply, as household energy 
consumption from natural gas is still higher 
than from electricity. Although 
electrification is a key element of the green 
transition, in the future there will still be 
household natural gas consumption 
including increasing volumes of 
renewable gas.

(20) Natural gas still plays a key role in 
energy supply, as household energy 
consumption from natural gas is still higher 
than from electricity. Although 
electrification is a key element of the green 
transition, in the future there will still be 
household consumption of natural gas 
increasingly replaced by biomethane.

Or. en

Justification

A stand-alone definition of "biomethane" in Article 2 makes it possible to distinguish 
biomethane from natural gas in this recital and therefore give visibility to biomethane in the 
overall rationale and narrative underpinning this Directive.

Amendment 161
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
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Recital 21

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(21) As the natural gas sector, including 
the natural gas retail market was not part of 
the Clean Energy for all Europeans 
Package, the related provisions on 
consumer engagement and protection have 
not been adapted to the needs of the energy 
transition, which corresponds instead to the 
situation of over a decade ago when the 
Third Energy Package was adopted.

(21) As the natural gas sector, including 
the natural gas retail market was not part of 
the Clean Energy for all Europeans 
Package, the related provisions on 
infrastructure planning and investments, 
consumer engagement and protection have 
not been adapted to the needs of the energy 
transition, which corresponds instead to the 
situation of over a decade ago when the 
Third Energy Package was adopted.

Or. en

Amendment 162
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 22

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(22) The natural gas market witnesses 
poor customer satisfaction and engagement 
as well as slow uptake of new renewable 
and low-carbon gases, which all reflect 
limited competition in many Member 
States. Unlike falling prices in wholesale 
markets, natural gas prices for household 
customers rose in the last decade resulting 
in household consumers paying two or 
three times more for their natural gas 
consumption than industrial customers.

(22) The natural gas market witnesses 
exceptional circumstances leading to high 
prices which are expected to remain 
rather high also in the years to come, poor 
customer satisfaction and engagement as 
well as slow uptake of new renewable 
gases and other renewables thermal 
options, which all reflect 
limited competition in many Member 
States as well as an unfavourable 
regulatory environment for electrification 
and thermal renewables uptake. 
Unlike falling prices in wholesale markets, 
natural gas prices for household customers 
rose in the last decade resulting in 
household consumers paying two or three 
times more for their natural gas 
consumption than industrial customers, 
even before Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
The Agency, as well as national 
regulatory authorities should continue to 
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investigate for any market manipulations 
and distortions, and be empowered to cap 
margins and profits in the gas sector. 
Member States should tax windfall profits 
harvested by energy companies during 
those exceptional circumstances and use 
them for measures to reduce gas 
consumptions, including on energy 
efficiency or gas switch. 

Or. en

Amendment 163
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 22

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(22) The natural gas market witnesses 
poor customer satisfaction and engagement 
as well as slow uptake of new renewable 
and low-carbon gases, which all reflect 
limited competition in many Member 
States. Unlike falling prices in wholesale 
markets, natural gas prices for household 
customers rose in the last decade resulting 
in household consumers paying two or 
three times more for their natural gas 
consumption than industrial customers.

(22) The natural gas market witnesses 
poor customer satisfaction and engagement 
as well as slow uptake of new renewable 
and low-carbon gases, which all reflect 
limited competition in many Member 
States. Unlike falling prices in wholesale 
markets, natural gas prices for household 
customers rose in the last decade resulting 
in household consumers paying two or 
three times more for their natural gas 
consumption than industrial customers. 
This denotes structural market failure, 
closely linked to lack of transparency on 
price creation, and reinforces the need of 
public control.

Or. en

Amendment 164
Nicolás González Casares, Lina Gálvez Muñoz, Carlos Zorrinho, Robert Hajšel, 
Adriana Maldonado López

Proposal for a directive
Recital 22
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(22) The natural gas market witnesses 
poor customer satisfaction and engagement 
as well as slow uptake of new renewable 
and low-carbon gases, which all reflect 
limited competition in many Member 
States. Unlike falling prices in wholesale 
markets, natural gas prices for household 
customers rose in the last decade resulting 
in household consumers paying two or 
three times more for their natural gas 
consumption than industrial customers.

(22) The natural gas market witnesses 
poor customer satisfaction and engagement 
as well as slow uptake of new renewable 
and low-carbon gases, which all reflect 
limited competition in many Member 
States. Natural gas prices for household 
customers rose in the last decade resulting 
in household consumers paying two or 
three times more for their natural gas 
consumption than industrial customers.

Or. en

Amendment 165
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(23) As in the electricity sector, market 
flexibilities and an adequate Union 
consumer rights’ legal framework in the 
natural gas sector are essential to ensure 
that consumers can participate in the 
energy transition and benefit from 
affordable prices, good standards of 
service, and effective choice of offers 
mirroring technological developments.

(23) As in the electricity sector, market 
flexibilities and an adequate Union 
consumer rights’ legal framework in the 
natural gas sector are essential to ensure 
that citizens can benefit from affordable 
prices, good standards of service, and 
effective choice of offers mirroring 
sustainable technological developments. 
Unlike in the electricity sector the main 
focus of consumer regulation for the gas 
market should be on protection from 
rising tariffs during the phase out of fossil 
fuel assets, protection from cross 
subsidisation between gas and hydrogen 
users, rising gas tariffs with a shrinking 
customer base. Most households will not 
be using gaseous fuels in the future, but 
will either be electrified, supplied by 
district heating or be heating with a heat 
pump or other thermal renewables.

Or. en
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Amendment 166
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(23) As in the electricity sector, market 
flexibilities and an adequate Union 
consumer rights’ legal framework in the 
natural gas sector are essential to ensure 
that consumers can participate in the 
energy transition and benefit from 
affordable prices, good standards of 
service, and effective choice of offers 
mirroring technological developments.

(23) As recent experience in the 
electricity sector has demonstrated, 
adequate Union consumer rights’ legal 
framework in the natural gas sector are 
also essential and must be reinforced to 
ensure that consumers can participate in 
the energy transition and benefit from 
affordable prices, good standards of 
service, and effective choice of offers 
mirroring technological developments, all 
of which is not at all warranted.

Or. en

Amendment 167
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 24

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(24) The switch from fossil gas to 
renewable alternatives will concretise if 
energy from renewable sources becomes 
an attractive, non-discriminatory choice for 
consumers based on truly transparent 
information where the transition costs are 
fairly distributed among different groups of 
consumers and market players.

(24) The switch from fossil gas to 
renewable alternatives is an attractive, non-
discriminatory choice for consumers based 
on truly transparent information where the 
transition costs are fairly distributed among 
different groups of consumers and market 
players and whose benefits are reap 
especially at local level. However, unlike 
in the electricity sector, switching from 
gas to other renewable technologies, 
mostly not gaseous, is usually not as easy 
due to the lock-in effect related to the 
underpinning infrastructure. The 
Directive should therefore strive for 
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creating a level playing field among 
different heat sources, and give better 
space for sustainable renewables ones.

Or. en

Amendment 168
Jerzy Buzek, Gheorghe Falcă, Franc Bogovič, Angelika Niebler, Cristian-Silviu Buşoi, 
Maria da Graça Carvalho, Christian Ehler

Proposal for a directive
Recital 24

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(24) The switch from fossil gas to 
renewable alternatives will concretise if 
energy from renewable sources becomes an 
attractive, non-discriminatory choice for 
consumers based on truly transparent 
information where the transition costs are 
fairly distributed among different groups of 
consumers and market players.

(24) The switch from fossil gas to 
renewable alternatives will concretise if 
energy from renewable sources becomes an 
attractive, non-discriminatory choice for 
consumers based on truly transparent 
information where the transition costs are 
fairly distributed among different groups of 
consumers and market players. Where 
final customers are required to switch 
fuels, it should be accompanied by 
measures that reduce adverse effects on 
final customers, especially vulnerable 
customers and people affected by or at 
risk of energy poverty, as well as 
measures that mitigate and resolve 
inequalities resulting from the energy 
transition.

Or. en

Amendment 169
Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Recital 24

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(24) The switch from fossil gas to 
renewable alternatives will concretise if 

(24) The switch from fossil gas to 
renewable alternatives will concretise if 
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energy from renewable sources becomes an 
attractive, non-discriminatory choice for 
consumers based on truly transparent 
information where the transition costs are 
fairly distributed among different groups of 
consumers and market players.

energy from renewable sources becomes an 
attractive, non-discriminatory choice for 
consumers based on truly transparent 
information where the transition costs are 
fairly distributed among different groups of 
consumers and market players. Fuels 
switch should be accompanied by 
measures aimed to remove adverse effects 
on final consumers, in particular people 
affected by or at risk of energy poverty.

Or. en

Amendment 170
Christophe Grudler, Klemen Grošelj, Susana Solís Pérez, Bart Groothuis, Andreas 
Glück

Proposal for a directive
Recital 24

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(24) The switch from fossil gas to 
renewable alternatives will concretise if 
energy from renewable sources becomes an 
attractive, non-discriminatory choice for 
consumers based on truly transparent 
information where the transition costs are 
fairly distributed among different groups of 
consumers and market players.

(24) The switch from fossil gas to 
renewable and low-carbon alternatives 
will concretise if energy from renewable 
and low-carbon sources becomes an 
attractive, non-discriminatory choice for 
consumers based on truly transparent 
information where the transition costs are 
fairly distributed among different groups of 
consumers and market players.

Or. en

Amendment 171
Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Recital 24

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(24) The switch from fossil gas to 
renewable alternatives will concretise if 
energy from renewable sources becomes 

(24) The switch from fossil gas to 
renewable or low carbon alternatives will 
concretise if these sources become an 
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an attractive, non-discriminatory choice for 
consumers based on truly transparent 
information where the transition costs are 
fairly distributed among different groups of 
consumers and market players.

attractive, non-discriminatory choice for 
consumers based on truly transparent 
information where the transition costs are 
fairly distributed among different groups of 
consumers and market players.

Or. en

Amendment 172
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 25

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(25) To address the current gaps in the 
retail gas market, it is necessary to tackle 
the existing competition and technical 
barriers to the emergence of new services, 
better levels of service, and lower 
consumer prices, whilst ensuring the 
protection of energy poor and vulnerable 
consumers.

(25) To address the current gaps in the 
retail gas market, it is necessary stronger 
public control to ensure better levels of 
service, and lower consumer prices, whilst 
ensuring the protection of energy poor and 
vulnerable consumers.

Or. en

Amendment 173
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 25

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(25) To address the current gaps in the 
retail gas market, it is necessary to tackle 
the existing competition and technical 
barriers to the emergence of new services, 
better levels of service, and lower 
consumer prices, whilst ensuring the 
protection of energy poor and vulnerable 
consumers.

(25) It is necessary to tackle the existing 
competition and technical barriers to the 
emergence of alternative, renewable based 
energy supply, new services, better levels 
of service, and lower consumer prices, 
whilst ensuring the protection of energy 
poor and vulnerable consumers.
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Or. en

Amendment 174
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 26

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(26) In order to ensure a high level of 
consumer protection and empowerment 
consistently across energy sectors, the 
legislative framework in the decarbonised 
gas market legislation should reflect the 
electricity market customer protection and 
where relevant its empowerment 
provisions.

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 175
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 26

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(26) In order to ensure a high level of 
consumer protection and empowerment 
consistently across energy sectors, the 
legislative framework in the decarbonised 
gas market legislation should reflect the 
electricity market customer protection and 
where relevant its empowerment 
provisions.

(26) In order to ensure a high level of 
consumer protection and empowerment 
consistently across energy sectors, the 
legislative framework in the decarbonised 
gas market legislation should reflect an 
energy system perspective, the Union's 
objectives on security of supply, energy 
efficiency and renewable energy and 
consider the electricity market customer 
protection and where relevant its 
empowerment provisions.

Or. en
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Amendment 176
Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Recital 27

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(27) To be coherent and effective, this 
mirroring approach should be encompass 
all consumer protection and empowerment 
provisions, whenever feasible and 
adaptable to the gas market. This should go 
from basic contractual rights to rules for 
billing information, switching energy 
provider, having at disposal reliable 
comparison tools, protecting vulnerable 
and energy poor consumers, ensuring 
adequate data protection for smart meters 
and data management, and efficient 
alternative dispute resolution rules.

(27) To be coherent and effective, this 
mirroring approach should be encompass 
all consumer protection and empowerment 
provisions, whenever feasible and 
adaptable to the gas market. This should go 
from basic contractual rights to rules for 
billing information, switching energy 
provider, having at disposal reliable 
comparison tools, protecting vulnerable 
and energy poor consumers, ensuring 
adequate data protection for any smart 
meters and data management, and efficient 
alternative dispute resolution rules.

Or. en

Amendment 177
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 28

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(28) In pursuing the consistency of 
provisions across sectors, burdens for 
national administrations and businesses 
should be limited and proportionate by 
also building on the experience with the 
Clean Energy for All Europeans Package.

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 178
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group



AM\1260260EN.docx 61/175 PE735.428v01-00

EN

Proposal for a directive
Recital 29

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(29) The modernisation of the gas 
sector is expected to lead to substantial 
economic benefits in terms of both 
improved retail competition and its social 
and distributional benefits and customer 
empowerment, including strengthened 
contractual rights and better available 
information on consumption and energy 
sources leading to greener choices. Energy 
communities-of-interest should contribute 
to the uptake of renewable gas.

(29) The integration of renewable gases 
into the natural gas system is expected to 
lead to improved retail competition, , 
strengthened contractual rights and better 
available information on consumption and 
energy sources leading to greener choices, 
which also include uptaking energy 
efficiency measures and switching from 
gas to other more sustainable and energy 
efficient renewable energy sources. 
Acknowledging the need to produce 
biomethane respecting the strictest 
sustainability criteria, environmental 
standards, such as prevention of methane 
leakage, avoidance of food security issues, 
local biomethane production and supply 
may lead to economic benefits at the local 
level, in particular for the agricultural 
sector, and household and non-household 
customers located in the proximity of 
production areas. As an organizational 
concept aimed to drive social innovation, 
Renewable energy communities could 
play a role in the uptake of sustainable 
renewable gas.

Or. en

Justification

The Directive, and the gas package as a whole, should highlight that renewable gases may 
play in bridging the energy system until electrification can take over. However, it should also 
point out the local nature of biomethane production, as well as potential negative impacts 
that biomethane can have on the environment, climate and food security if it is over-
supported as a commodity. Energy communities can play a role in this, but this role should 
not be overstated. As biomethane is local, it should stay primarily local in terms of production 
and supply.

Amendment 179
Nicolás González Casares, Lina Gálvez Muñoz, Carlos Zorrinho, Robert Hajšel, 
Adriana Maldonado López, Eva Kaili
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Proposal for a directive
Recital 29

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(29) The modernisation of the gas sector 
is expected to lead to substantial economic 
benefits in terms of both improved retail 
competition and its social and 
distributional benefits and customer 
empowerment, including strengthened 
contractual rights and better available 
information on consumption and energy 
sources leading to greener choices. Energy 
communities-of-interest should contribute 
to the uptake of renewable gas.

(29) The modernisation of the gas sector 
is expected to lead to substantial economic 
and enviromental benefits in terms of both 
improved retail competition and its social 
and distributional benefits and customer 
empowerment, including strengthened 
contractual rights and better available 
information on consumption and energy 
sources leading to greener choices. Energy 
communities-of-interest should contribute 
to the uptake of renewable gas.

Or. en

Amendment 180
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 30

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(30) Switching is an important indicator 
of consumer engagement as well as in 
important tool to boost competition on the 
natural gas market. Switching rates remain 
inconsistent among Member States and 
consumers are discouraged from switching 
by exit and termination fees. Although 
removing such fees might limit consumer 
choice by eliminating products based on 
rewarding consumer loyalty, restricting 
their use further should improve consumer 
welfare, consumer engagement and 
competition in the market.

(30) Switching is an important indicator 
of consumer engagement as well as in 
important tool to boost competition on the 
natural gas market. Switching rates remain 
inconsistent among Member States and 
consumers are discouraged from switching 
by exit and termination fees. Although 
removing such fees might limit consumer 
choice by eliminating products based on 
rewarding consumer loyalty, restricting 
their use further should improve consumer 
welfare, consumer engagement and 
competition in the market. Current 
oligopolistic market structure in many 
countries is very far from consumers' 
interest.

Or. en
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Amendment 181
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 34

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(34) Final customers should also be able 
to consume, to store and to sell self-
generated renewable gas and participate in 
all natural gas markets by providing 
ancillary services to the system, for 
instance through energy storage. Member 
States should be able to have different 
provisions in their national law with 
respect to taxes and levies for individual 
and jointly-acting active customers.

(34) In some cases, final customers, for 
example in the agricultural or municipal 
sector, who produce biogas as a by-
product of their main economic activity, 
also be able to consume, to store and to sell 
self-generated renewable gas. To the 
extent that they are able to undertake 
these activities, respecting environmental 
standards, including around methane 
leakage, these customers should be able to 
participate in all natural gas markets, 
including local supply, by providing 
ancillary services to the system and energy 
storage. Such collective arrangements 
between active customers can provide 
opportunities for service providers and 
local businesses, in particular SMEs, to 
contribute to local system balancing and 
flexibility. Member States should be able to 
have different provisions in their national 
law with respect to taxes and levies for 
individual and jointly-acting active 
customers, while ensuring they contribute 
fairly to applicable taxes and levies, 
particularly for maintaining the grid and 
that there are no shifting of costs to non-
participating customers such as final 
households and SME customers.

Or. en

Justification

In the gas sector, it is not possible for most final customers to produce, consume, store or sell 
renewable gas to the system. As such, the Commission’s proposal is misleading and does not 
connote a set of activities that empower most consumers such as households and SMEs. Only 
certain customers will be able to undertake these activities. Therefore, the text needs to be 
amended in order to provide legal clarity, and prevent misunderstanding.
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Amendment 182
Claudia Gamon, Martin Hojsík, Christophe Grudler, Klemen Grošelj, Emma Wiesner

Proposal for a directive
Recital 34

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(34) Final customers should also be able 
to consume, to store and to sell self-
generated renewable gas and participate in 
all natural gas markets by providing 
ancillary services to the system, for 
instance through energy storage. Member 
States should be able to have different 
provisions in their national law with 
respect to taxes and levies for individual 
and jointly-acting active customers.

(34) In some instances, final customers 
may be able to consume, to store and to 
sell self-generated renewable gas. To the 
extent that they are able to undertake 
these activities, these customers should be 
able to participate in all natural gas 
markets including local supply, providing 
ancillary services to the system and energy 
storage. Member States should be able to 
have different provisions in their national 
law with respect to taxes and levies for 
individual and jointly-acting active 
customers.

Or. en

Justification

Amendment necessary for pressing reasons relating to the internal logic of the text.

Amendment 183
Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Recital 34

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(34) Final customers should also be able 
to consume, to store and to sell self-
generated renewable gas and participate in 
all natural gas markets by providing 
ancillary services to the system, for 
instance through energy storage. Member 
States should be able to have different 
provisions in their national law with 
respect to taxes and levies for individual 
and jointly-acting active customers.

(34) Final customers should also be able 
to consume, to store and to sell self-
generated renewable or low carbon gas 
and participate in all natural gas markets by 
providing ancillary services to the system, 
for instance through energy storage. 
Member States should be able to have 
different provisions in their national law 
with respect to taxes and levies for 
individual and jointly-acting active 
customers.
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Or. en

Amendment 184
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 34 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(34 a) While recognizing the role that 
renewable gases can play in partially 
replacing fossil gas, potential 
environmental and social drawbacks to 
incentivizing integration of biomethane 
must be acknowledged. Given the 
comparative cost of upgrading biogas into 
biomethane is higher than for other uses, 
such as electricity and heat production, 
biomethane should be prioritized for 
hard-to-abate industrial uses. Member 
States should ensure that national support 
for biomethane does not create perverse 
incentives that further drive 
unsustainable land use practices or 
energy crops, which contribute to food 
insecurity.

Or. en

Amendment 185
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 35

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(35) Recognising the role they can play 
in decarbonizing the energy system, 
certain categories of citizen energy 
initiatives should be recognised in the 
natural gas market at the Union level as 
‘citizen energy communities’. These 

deleted
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communities should facilitate the use of 
renewable gas in the natural gas system. 
In order to provide them with an enabling 
framework, fair treatment, a level playing 
field and a well-defined catalogue of 
rights and obligations should be laid 
down which generally reflects the 
membership structure, governance 
requirements and purpose of citizen 
energy communities in Directive (EU) 
2019/944.

Or. en

Justification

Mirroring citizen energy communities in the Gas Directive would result in significant 
additional legal complexity at the national level, undermining the implementation of energy 
communities in the EU. Energy communities that operate in renewable gas are already 
covered and supported under the Renewable Energy Directive. As such, mirroring citizen 
energy communities into the gas directive would have very little added value. On the other 
hand, there are significant risks that energy communities would be captured by larger 
commercial and industrial consumers, as well as market incumbents within the gas sector. AS 
such, we recommend all references to energy communities be removed from the gas directive.

Amendment 186
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 35

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(35) Recognising the role they can play 
in decarbonizing the energy system, 
certain categories of citizen energy 
initiatives should be recognised in the 
natural gas market at the Union level as 
‘citizen energy communities’. These 
communities should facilitate the use of 
renewable gas in the natural gas system. In 
order to provide them with an enabling 
framework, fair treatment, a level playing 
field and a well-defined catalogue of 
rights and obligations should be laid down 
which generally reflects the membership 

(35) Renewable energy communities, 
pursuant to Directive (EU) 2018/2001 can 
contribute to the production, storage and 
supply of renewable gas. In particular, 
renewable energy communities can help 
contribute to the development of a local 
circular economy, particularly in rural 
regions. Renewable energy communities 
can also help consumers with the uptake 
of renewable gas offers, providing an 
alternative to fossil gas. Integration of 
biomethane into the natural gas system 
should be pursued in a way that prevents 
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structure, governance requirements and 
purpose of citizen energy communities in 
Directive (EU) 2019/944.

the lock-in of natural fossil gas, respects 
environmental protection, sustainability, 
and properly weighs other potential 
impacts, for instance relating to food 
security. While market rules need to 
provide a level playing field for renewable 
gases, the commoditization of biomethane 
should be avoided, and caution should be 
used to ensure it is not over-supported by 
Member States.

Or. en

Justification

The renewable energy community definition from the Renewable Energy Directive is enough 
to ensure citizens participation on biogas production and it should be cross referenced. 
Introducing a new definition of Citizen energy communities, not needing to be based on local 
participation and allowing participation from larger, commercial utilities, does not reflect the 
nature of sustainable production and supply of biomethane, which is inherently local, and 
would de facto overrule the interinstitutional agreement achieved in the RED on the 
renewable energy community principles.

Amendment 187
Claudia Gamon, Martin Hojsík, Christophe Grudler, Klemen Grošelj, Emma Wiesner

Proposal for a directive
Recital 35

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(35) Recognising the role they can play 
in decarbonizing the energy system, 
certain categories of citizen energy 
initiatives should be recognised in the 
natural gas market at the Union level as 
‘citizen energy communities’. These 
communities should facilitate the use of 
renewable gas in the natural gas system. 
In order to provide them with an enabling 
framework, fair treatment, a level playing 
field and a well-defined catalogue of 
rights and obligations should be laid 
down which generally reflects the 
membership structure, governance 
requirements and purpose of citizen 
energy communities in Directive (EU) 

(35) Renewable energy communities, 
pursuant to Directive (EU) 2018/2001, 
and citizen energy communities, under 
Directive (EU) 2019/944, can contribute 
to the production, storage and supply of 
renewable gas, helping to decarbonize the 
energy system. In particular, renewable 
energy communities can help contribute 
to the development of a local circular 
economy, particularly in rural regions. 
Where strict environmental standards, for 
instance to prevent methane leakage, are 
respected, citizen energy communities can 
also help consumers located further away 
from biogas production with the uptake of 
cleaner renewable gas offers. There is a 
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2019/944. need to provide a level playing field so 
that renewable gases, can be integrated 
into the natural gas system.

Or. en

Justification

Amendment necessary for pressing reasons relating to the internal logic of the text.

Amendment 188
Robert Hajšel, Jens Geier, Romana Jerković, Carlos Zorrinho

Proposal for a directive
Recital 35

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(35) Recognising the role they can play 
in decarbonizing the energy system, certain 
categories of citizen energy initiatives 
should be recognised in the natural gas 
market at the Union level as ‘citizen energy 
communities’. These communities should 
facilitate the use of renewable gas in the 
natural gas system. In order to provide 
them with an enabling framework, fair 
treatment, a level playing field and a well-
defined catalogue of rights and obligations 
should be laid down which generally 
reflects the membership structure, 
governance requirements and purpose of 
citizen energy communities in Directive 
(EU) 2019/944.

(35) Recognising the role they can play 
in decarbonizing the energy system, certain 
categories of citizen energy initiatives 
should be recognised in the natural gas 
market at the Union level as ‘citizen energy 
communities’. These communities should 
facilitate the use of renewable gas in and 
should contribute to the decarbonisation 
of the natural gas system, as well as 
contribute to the reduction of carbon 
footprint. In order to provide them with an 
enabling framework, fair treatment, a level 
playing field and a well-defined catalogue 
of rights and obligations should be laid 
down which generally reflects the 
membership structure, governance 
requirements and purpose of citizen energy 
communities in Directive (EU) 2019/944.

Or. en

Amendment 189
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 36
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(36) The provisions on citizen energy 
communities do not preclude the existence 
of other citizen initiatives such as 
Renewable Energy Communities in 
Directive (EU) 2018/2001 or those 
stemming from private law agreements. 
Membership of citizen energy 
communities should be open to all 
categories of entities. However, the 
decision-making powers within a citizen 
energy community should be limited to 
those members or shareholders that are 
not engaged in large-scale commercial 
activity and for which the energy sector 
does not constitute a primary area of 
economic activity. This means that citizen 
energy communities and individual 
members or shareholders need to be 
financially and economically independent 
from entities engaged in such activities, 
notwithstanding the possibility for citizen 
energy communities to delegate the 
management of the installations required 
for their activities, including installation, 
operation, data handling and 
maintenance.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

Mirroring citizen energy communities in the Gas Directive would result in significant 
additional legal complexity at the national level, undermining the implementation of energy 
communities in the EU. Energy communities that operate in renewable gas are already 
covered and supported under the Renewable Energy Directive. As such, mirroring citizen 
energy communities into the gas directive would have very little added value. On the other 
hand, there are significant risks that energy communities would be captured by larger 
commercial and industrial consumers, as well as market incumbents within the gas sector. AS 
such, we recommend all references to energy communities be removed from the gas directive.

Amendment 190
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
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Recital 36

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(36) The provisions on citizen energy 
communities do not preclude the existence 
of other citizen initiatives such as 
Renewable Energy Communities in 
Directive (EU) 2018/2001 or those 
stemming from private law agreements. 
Membership of citizen energy 
communities should be open to all 
categories of entities. However, the 
decision-making powers within a citizen 
energy community should be limited to 
those members or shareholders that are not 
engaged in large-scale commercial activity 
and for which the energy sector does not 
constitute a primary area of economic 
activity. This means that citizen energy 
communities and individual members or 
shareholders need to be financially and 
economically independent from entities 
engaged in such activities, 
notwithstanding the possibility for citizen 
energy communities to delegate the 
management of the installations required 
for their activities, including installation, 
operation, data handling and 
maintenance.

(36) Due to the concentrated nature of 
the natural gas sector, and to prevent 
corporate capture, the decision-making 
powers within renewable energy 
communities should be limited to those 
members or shareholders that are not 
engaged in large-scale commercial activity 
and for which the energy sector does not 
constitute a primary area of economic 
activity. To avoid abuse and to ensure 
broad participation, renewable energy 
communities should be capable of 
remaining autonomous from individual 
members and other traditional market 
actors that participate in the community 
as members or shareholders, or who 
cooperate through other means such as 
investment. This means that renewable 
energy communities and individual 
members or shareholders need to be 
financially and economically independent 
from entities engaged in activities related 
to the energy community,

Or. en

Justification

The Commission intends to place citizen energy communities in priority over renewable 
energy communities, even though most energy communities that operate in biomethane and 
other renewable gas do so at the level through renewable energy communities. Therefore, the 
language proposed by the Commission confuses the relationship between these two concepts, 
particularly in the area of renewable gas. Furthermore, the Commission’s proposal to create 
a new definition for energy communities operating in the gas sector, using the citizen energy 
community definition, create a significant risk that the definition will be captured by existing 
gas utilities. The economic barriers to enter into the gas market are significantly higher in the 
gas sector than the electricity sector. Furthermore, the Commission’s proposed definition 
would allow all companies to participate as a member, even large gas companies. There is 
also no safeguard that prevents individual members from having a disproportionate decision 
making power in the community. The Renewable Energy Community Definition in the 
Renewables Directive contains explicit safeguards to avoid corporate capture. These 
restrictions need to apply generally to energy communities that operate in the renewable gas 
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sector.

Amendment 191
Claudia Gamon, Martin Hojsík, Christophe Grudler, Klemen Grošelj

Proposal for a directive
Recital 36

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(36) The provisions on citizen energy 
communities do not preclude the existence 
of other citizen initiatives such as 
Renewable Energy Communities in 
Directive (EU) 2018/2001 or those 
stemming from private law agreements. 
Membership of citizen energy 
communities should be open to all 
categories of entities. However, the 
decision-making powers within a citizen 
energy community should be limited to 
those members or shareholders that are not 
engaged in large-scale commercial activity 
and for which the energy sector does not 
constitute a primary area of economic 
activity. This means that citizen energy 
communities and individual members or 
shareholders need to be financially and 
economically independent from entities 
engaged in such activities, 
notwithstanding the possibility for citizen 
energy communities to delegate the 
management of the installations required 
for their activities, including installation, 
operation, data handling and 
maintenance.

(36) Due to the concentrated nature of 
the natural gas sector, and to prevent 
corporate capture, the decision-making 
powers within renewable energy 
communities and citizen energy 
communities should be limited to those 
members or shareholders that are not 
engaged in large-scale commercial activity 
and for which the energy sector does not 
constitute a primary area of economic 
activity. To avoid abuse and to ensure 
broad participation, renewable energy 
communities and citizen energy 
communities with activities in renewable 
gas should be capable of remaining 
autonomous from individual members 
and other traditional market actors that 
participate in the community as members 
or shareholders, or who cooperate 
through other means such as investment. 
This means that energy communities and 
individual members or shareholders need 
to be financially and economically 
independent from entities engaged in 
activities related to the energy community.

Or. en

Justification

Amendment necessary for pressing reasons relating to the internal logic of the text. 
Safeguards to prevent of corporate capture are necessary.

Amendment 192
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Nicolás González Casares, Lina Gálvez Muñoz, Carlos Zorrinho, Robert Hajšel, 
Adriana Maldonado López, Eva Kaili

Proposal for a directive
Recital 37

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(37) Bills and billing information are an 
important means to inform and empower 
final customers. Energy bills remain the 
most common consumer concern and 
source of consumer complaints, a factor 
that contributes to the persistently low 
levels of consumer satisfaction and 
engagement in the gas sector. Provisions 
for billing information in the gas sector 
also lag behind rights granted to consumers 
in the electricity sector. It is therefore 
necessary to align them and to set 
minimum requirements for bills and billing 
information in the gas sector, so that 
consumers have access to transparent, easy 
to understand information. Bills should 
convey information to the final consumers 
on their consumption and costs, thus 
facilitating comparison between offers and 
switching supplier, as well as information 
on their consumer rights (such as on 
alternative dispute resolution). In addition, 
bills should be a tool to actively engage 
consumers in the market, so that consumers 
can manage their consumption patterns and 
make greener choices.

(37) Bills and billing information are an 
important means to inform and empower 
final customers. Energy bills remain the 
most common consumer concern and 
source of consumer complaints, a factor 
that contributes to the persistently low 
levels of consumer satisfaction and 
engagement in the gas sector. Provisions 
for billing information in the gas sector 
also lag behind rights granted to consumers 
in the electricity sector. It is therefore 
necessary to align them and to set 
minimum requirements for bills and billing 
information in the gas sector, so that 
consumers have access to transparent, easy 
to understand information. Bills should 
convey information to the final consumers 
on their consumption and costs, thus 
facilitating comparison between offers and 
switching supplier, as well as information 
on their consumer rights (such as on 
alternative dispute resolution). In addition, 
bills should be a tool to actively engage 
consumers in the market, so that consumers 
can manage their consumption patterns and 
make greener choices. It is important to 
provide comprehensive and accurate 
information to consumers to ensure they 
are aware of their environmental impact 
and, thus, consumers can express their 
preference for the most sustainable 
energy carriers.

Or. en

Amendment 193
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group
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Proposal for a directive
Recital 37

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(37) Bills and billing information are an 
important means to inform and empower 
final customers. Energy bills remain the 
most common consumer concern and 
source of consumer complaints, a factor 
that contributes to the persistently low 
levels of consumer satisfaction and 
engagement in the gas sector. Provisions 
for billing information in the gas sector 
also lag behind rights granted to consumers 
in the electricity sector. It is therefore 
necessary to align them and to set 
minimum requirements for bills and billing 
information in the gas sector, so that 
consumers have access to transparent, easy 
to understand information. Bills should 
convey information to the final consumers 
on their consumption and costs, thus 
facilitating comparison between offers and 
switching supplier, as well as information 
on their consumer rights (such as on 
alternative dispute resolution). In addition, 
bills should be a tool to actively engage 
consumers in the market, so that consumers 
can manage their consumption patterns and 
make greener choices.

(37) Bills and billing information are an 
important means to inform and empower 
final customers. Energy bills remain the 
most common consumer concern and 
source of consumer complaints, a factor 
that contributes to the persistently low 
levels of consumer satisfaction and 
engagement in the gas sector. Provisions 
for billing information in the gas sector 
also lag behind rights granted to consumers 
in the electricity sector. It is therefore 
necessary to align them and to set 
minimum requirements for bills and billing 
information in the gas sector, so that 
consumers have access to transparent, 
complete, easy to understand information. 
Bills should convey information to the 
final consumers on their consumption and 
costs, greenhouse gas emission intensity, 
type of energy, its share and quantity, thus 
facilitating comparison between offers and 
switching supplier or energy sources, as 
well as information on their consumer 
rights (such as on alternative dispute 
resolution). In addition, bills should be a 
tool to actively engage consumers in the 
market, so that consumers can manage 
their consumption patterns and make 
greener choices.

Or. en

Amendment 194
Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Recital 38

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(38) The regular provision of accurate 
billing information based on actual gas 

(38) The regular provision of accurate 
billing information based on actual gas 
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consumption, facilitated by smart 
metering, is important to help customers to 
control their gas consumption and costs. 
Nevertheless, customers, in particular 
household customers, should have access 
to flexible arrangements for the actual 
payment of their bills.

consumption is important to help 
customers to control their gas consumption 
and costs. Nevertheless, customers, in 
particular household customers, should 
have access to flexible arrangements for 
the actual payment of their bills.

Or. en

Amendment 195
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 40

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(40) When deciding at national level on 
the deployment of natural gas smart 
metering systems, it should be possible to 
base such decision on an economic 
assessment. That economic assessment 
should take into account the long-term 
benefits of the deployment of smart 
metering systems to consumers and the 
whole value chain. Should that assessment 
conclude that the introduction of such 
metering systems is economically 
reasonable and cost-effective only for 
consumers with a certain amount of natural 
gas consumption, Member States should be 
able to take this into account when 
proceeding with deployment . However, 
such assessments should be reviewed 
regularly in response to significant 
changes in the underlying assumptions, 
or at least every four years, given the fast 
pace of technological developments.

(40) Deciding at national level on the 
deployment of natural gas smart metering 
systems for industrial customers, should 
dependent on a positive cost-benefit 
assessment, to avoid stranded investments 
for customers. That economic assessment 
should take into account the long-term 
benefits of the deployment of smart 
metering systems to industrial consumers 
and the whole value chain, and assesses 
industrial consumers’ benefits arising 
from the use of smart meters and signing 
up for smart meter-enabled offers. Should 
that assessment conclude that the 
introduction of such metering systems is 
economically reasonable and cost-effective 
only for industrial consumers with a 
certain amount of natural gas consumption, 
Member States should be able to take this 
into account when proceeding with 
deployment

Or. en

Justification

Amendment is necessary for pressing reasons relating to the internal logic of the text, because 
the amendment is inextricably linked to other admissible amendments in the related article
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Amendment 196
Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Recital 41

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(41) In order to assist final customers’ 
active participation in the market, the smart 
metering systems to be deployed should 
have due regard to the use of relevant 
available standards, including those 
enabling interoperability on the level of the 
data model and the application layer, to 
best practices and the importance of the 
development of data exchange, to future 
and innovative energy services. Moreover, 
the smart metering systems that are 
deployed should not represent a barrier to 
switching supplier in the case of natural 
gas consumers, and should be equipped 
with fit-for-purpose functionalities that 
allow final customers to have timely access 
to their consumption data, to modulate 
their energy behaviour, be rewarded for it, 
and obtain savings in their bills.

(41) In order to assist final customers’ 
active participation in the market, the smart 
metering systems that could be deployed 
should, after a positive cost-benefit 
assessment, have due regard to the use of 
relevant available standards, including 
those enabling interoperability on the level 
of the data model and the application layer, 
to best practices and the importance of the 
development of data exchange, to future 
and innovative energy services. Moreover, 
the smart metering systems that are 
deployed should not represent a barrier to 
switching supplier in the case of natural 
gas consumers, and should be equipped 
with fit-for-purpose functionalities that 
allow final customers to have timely access 
to their consumption data, to modulate 
their energy behaviour, be rewarded for it, 
and obtain savings in their bills.

Or. en

Amendment 197
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 41

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(41) In order to assist final customers’ 
active participation in the market, the smart 
metering systems to be deployed should 
have due regard to the use of relevant 
available standards, including those 

(41) In order to assist final industrial 
customers’ active participation in the 
market, the smart metering systems to be 
deployed should have due regard to the use 
of relevant available standards, including 
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enabling interoperability on the level of the 
data model and the application layer, to 
best practices and the importance of the 
development of data exchange, to future 
and innovative energy services. Moreover, 
the smart metering systems that are 
deployed should not represent a barrier to 
switching supplier in the case of natural 
gas consumers, and should be equipped 
with fit-for-purpose functionalities that 
allow final customers to have timely access 
to their consumption data, to modulate 
their energy behaviour, be rewarded for it, 
and obtain savings in their bills.

those enabling interoperability on the level 
of the data model and the application layer, 
to best practices and the importance of the 
development of data exchange, to future 
and innovative energy services. Moreover, 
the smart metering systems that are 
deployed should not represent a barrier to 
switching supplier in the case of natural 
gas consumers, and should be equipped 
with fit-for-purpose functionalities that 
allow final industrial customers to have 
timely access to their consumption data, to 
modulate their energy behaviour, be 
rewarded for it, and obtain savings in their 
bills.

Or. en

Amendment 198
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 42

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(42) Member States that do not 
systematically deploy smart metering in 
the natural gas system should allow 
consumers to benefit from the installation 
of a smart meter, upon request and under 
fair and reasonable conditions, and 
should provide them with all the relevant 
information.

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 199
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 45
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(45) Member States should take 
appropriate measures, such as providing 
benefits by means of their social security 
systems, to ensure the necessary supply to 
vulnerable customers, or providing for 
support for energy efficiency 
improvements, to address energy poverty 
where identified pursuant to Article 3(3), 
point (d) of Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council9 , including in the broader context 
of poverty. Such measures could differ 
according to the particular circumstances in 
the Member States in question and could 
include social or energy policy measures 
relating to the payment of gas bills, to 
investment in the energy efficiency of 
residential buildings, or to consumer 
protection such as disconnection 
safeguards.

(45) Member States should take 
appropriate measures, such as providing 
benefits by means of their social security 
systems, to ensure the necessary supply to 
vulnerable customers, or providing for 
support for energy efficiency 
improvements, including building 
renovations, and renewable energy 
deployment, to sustainably address energy 
poverty where identified pursuant to 
Article 3(3), point (d) of Regulation (EU) 
2018/1999 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council9 and Directive ... [the 
Energy Efficiency Directive -  recast of 
the directive on energy efficiency 
2021/0203 (COD)]including in the broader 
context of poverty. Such measures could 
differ according to the particular 
circumstances in the Member States in 
question and could include social or energy 
policy measures relating to the payment of 
gas bills, to investment in the energy 
efficiency of residential buildings, or to 
consumer protection such as disconnection 
safeguards.

_________________ _________________
9 Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2018 on the Governance of 
the Energy Union and Climate Action, 
amending Regulations (EC) No 663/2009 
and (EC) No 715/2009 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council, Directives 
94/22/EC, 98/70/EC, 2009/31/EC, 
2009/73/EC, 2010/31/EU, 2012/27/EU and 
2013/30/EU of the European Parliament 
and of the Council, Council Directives 
2009/119/EC and (EU) 2015/652 and 
repealing Regulation (EU) No 525/2013 of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council (OJ L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 1).

9 Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2018 on the Governance of 
the Energy Union and Climate Action, 
amending Regulations (EC) No 663/2009 
and (EC) No 715/2009 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council, Directives 
94/22/EC, 98/70/EC, 2009/31/EC, 
2009/73/EC, 2010/31/EU, 2012/27/EU and 
2013/30/EU of the European Parliament 
and of the Council, Council Directives 
2009/119/EC and (EU) 2015/652 and 
repealing Regulation (EU) No 525/2013 of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council (OJ L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 1).

Or. en
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Amendment 200
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 45

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(45) Member States should take 
appropriate measures, such as providing 
benefits by means of their social security 
systems, to ensure the necessary supply to 
vulnerable customers, or providing for 
support for energy efficiency 
improvements, to address energy poverty 
where identified pursuant to Article 3(3), 
point (d) of Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council9 , including in the broader context 
of poverty. Such measures could differ 
according to the particular circumstances in 
the Member States in question and could 
include social or energy policy measures 
relating to the payment of gas bills, to 
investment in the energy efficiency of 
residential buildings, or to consumer 
protection such as disconnection 
safeguards.

(45) Member States will take 
appropriate measures, such as providing 
benefits by means of their social security 
systems, to ensure the necessary supply to 
vulnerable customers, or providing for 
support for energy efficiency 
improvements, to address energy poverty 
where identified pursuant to Article 3(3), 
point (d) of Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council9 , including in the broader context 
of poverty. Such measures could differ 
according to the particular circumstances in 
the Member States in question and could 
include social or energy policy measures 
relating to the payment of gas bills, to 
investment in the energy efficiency of 
residential buildings. As energy should be 
considered a universal right, 
disconnection because of lack of payment 
must be banned.

_________________ _________________
9 Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2018 on the Governance of 
the Energy Union and Climate Action, 
amending Regulations (EC) No 663/2009 
and (EC) No 715/2009 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council, Directives 
94/22/EC, 98/70/EC, 2009/31/EC, 
2009/73/EC, 2010/31/EU, 2012/27/EU and 
2013/30/EU of the European Parliament 
and of the Council, Council Directives 
2009/119/EC and (EU) 2015/652 and 
repealing Regulation (EU) No 525/2013 of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council (OJ L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 1).

9 Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2018 on the Governance of 
the Energy Union and Climate Action, 
amending Regulations (EC) No 663/2009 
and (EC) No 715/2009 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council, Directives 
94/22/EC, 98/70/EC, 2009/31/EC, 
2009/73/EC, 2010/31/EU, 2012/27/EU and 
2013/30/EU of the European Parliament 
and of the Council, Council Directives 
2009/119/EC and (EU) 2015/652 and 
repealing Regulation (EU) No 525/2013 of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council (OJ L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 1).

Or. en
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Amendment 201
Nicolás González Casares, Lina Gálvez Muñoz, Carlos Zorrinho, Robert Hajšel, 
Adriana Maldonado López, Eva Kaili

Proposal for a directive
Recital 45

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(45) Member States should take 
appropriate measures, such as providing 
benefits by means of their social security 
systems, to ensure the necessary supply to 
vulnerable customers, or providing for 
support for energy efficiency 
improvements, to address energy poverty 
where identified pursuant to Article 3(3), 
point (d) of Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council9 , including in the broader context 
of poverty. Such measures could differ 
according to the particular circumstances in 
the Member States in question and could 
include social or energy policy measures 
relating to the payment of gas bills, to 
investment in the energy efficiency of 
residential buildings, or to consumer 
protection such as disconnection 
safeguards.

(45) Member States should take 
appropriate measures, such as providing 
benefits by means of their social security 
systems, to ensure the necessary supply to 
vulnerable customers, or providing for 
support for energy efficiency 
improvements, to address energy poverty 
where identified pursuant to Article 3(3), 
point (d) of Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council9 , including in the broader context 
of poverty. Such measures could differ 
according to the particular circumstances in 
the Member States in question and should 
include social or energy policy measures 
relating to the payment of gas bills, to 
investment in the energy efficiency of 
residential buildings, or to consumer 
protection such as disconnection 
safeguards.

_________________ _________________
9 Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2018 on the Governance of 
the Energy Union and Climate Action, 
amending Regulations (EC) No 663/2009 
and (EC) No 715/2009 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council, Directives 
94/22/EC, 98/70/EC, 2009/31/EC, 
2009/73/EC, 2010/31/EU, 2012/27/EU and 
2013/30/EU of the European Parliament 
and of the Council, Council Directives 
2009/119/EC and (EU) 2015/652 and 
repealing Regulation (EU) No 525/2013 of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council (OJ L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 1).

9 Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 December 2018 on the Governance of 
the Energy Union and Climate Action, 
amending Regulations (EC) No 663/2009 
and (EC) No 715/2009 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council, Directives 
94/22/EC, 98/70/EC, 2009/31/EC, 
2009/73/EC, 2010/31/EU, 2012/27/EU and 
2013/30/EU of the European Parliament 
and of the Council, Council Directives 
2009/119/EC and (EU) 2015/652 and 
repealing Regulation (EU) No 525/2013 of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council (OJ L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 1).
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Or. en

Amendment 202
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 46

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(46) Pursuant to Regulation (EU) 
2018/1999 and Directive (EU) 2019/944 of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council10 , the Commission provided 
indicative guidance11 on appropriate 
indicators for measuring energy poverty 
and defining a ‘significant number of 
households in energy poverty’.

(46) Pursuant to Regulation (EU) 
2018/1999 and Directive (EU) 2019/944 of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council10 , the Commission provided 
indicative guidance11 on appropriate 
indicators for measuring energy poverty 
and defining a ‘significant number of 
households in energy poverty’ and 
Directive ...[the Energy Efficiency 
Directive -  recast of the directive on 
energy efficiency 2021/0203 (COD)],) 
provides for clear set definition and back 
up set of criteria in case Member States 
fail to define energy poverty according to 
relevant legislation.

_________________ _________________
10 Directive (EU) 2019/944 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
5 June 2019 on common rules for the 
internal market for electricity and 
amending Directive 2012/27/EU (OJ L 
158, 14.6.2019, p. 125).

10 Directive (EU) 2019/944 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
5 June 2019 on common rules for the 
internal market for electricity and 
amending Directive 2012/27/EU (OJ L 
158, 14.6.2019, p. 125).

11 Commission Recommendation of 
14.10.2020 on energy poverty, C(2020) 
9600 final

11 Commission Recommendation of 
14.10.2020 on energy poverty, C(2020) 
9600 final

Or. en

Amendment 203
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
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Recital 47

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(47) The simplification and streamlining 
of administrative permit granting processes 
and clear time limits for decisions to be 
taken by the authorities competent for 
issuing an authorisation should ensure that 
the deployment of hydrogen production 
facilities and hydrogen system 
infrastructure can occur at an adequate 
pace. Member States should be requested 
to report on progress made. 
Grandfathering of authorisations (such as 
licences, permissions, concessions or 
approvals), granted under national law 
for the construction and operation of 
existing natural gas pipelines and other 
network assets, is needed once the 
transported gaseous energy carrier in a 
gas pipeline changes from natural gas to 
(pure) hydrogen. This should prevent 
undue delay in repurposing existing 
natural gas pipelines and other networks 
assets for hydrogen transport. It should be 
avoided that conditions for granting 
authorisations for hydrogen system 
infrastructure are materially different 
unless sufficiently justified. Technical 
safety considerations might justify a 
differentiated approach in grandfathering 
existing or issuing new authorisations. 
The provisions on authorisation procedures 
should apply without prejudice to 
international and Union law, including 
provisions to protect the environment and 
human health. Where duly justified on the 
grounds of extraordinary circumstances, it 
should be possible to extend the time limits 
for authorisation procedures by up to one 
year.

(47) The simplification and streamlining 
of administrative permit granting 
processes and clear time limits for 
decisions to be taken by the authorities 
competent for issuing an authorisation 
should ensure that the deployment of 
hydrogen production facilities and 
hydrogen system infrastructure can occur 
at an adequate pace, while ensuring that 
the local authorities and citizens are 
involved at the earliest stage of planning 
and their views taken into 
account. Member States should be 
requested to report on progress made. The 
provisions on authorisation procedures 
should apply without prejudice to 
international and Union law, including 
provisions to protect the environment, 
biodiversity and human health, and with 
regard to ensuring minimisation of 
methane and hydrogen leakage. Where 
duly justified on the grounds of 
extraordinary circumstances, it should be 
possible to extend the time limits for 
authorisation procedures by up to one year.

Or. en

Amendment 204
Evžen Tošenovský
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Proposal for a directive
Recital 55

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(55) In contrast, with regard to the 
hydrogen sector, the emergence of 
vertically integrated undertakings could 
be avoided in the first place by setting 
clear up-front rules. This is preferable 
over costly ex-post unbundling 
requirements that would take time to 
implement.

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 205
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 66

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(66) Pipeline networks for hydrogen 
should constitute an important means of 
efficient and sustainable transport for 
hydrogen, both onshore and offshore. As 
a result of the high capital expenditure 
required for their construction, hydrogen 
pipeline networks could constitute natural 
monopolies. Experience with the 
regulation of natural gas markets has 
shown the importance of ensuring open 
and non-discriminatory access to pipeline 
networks with a view to safeguarding 
competition on commodity markets. 
Therefore, well-established principles of 
network operation, such as third-party 
access, should be applicable to onshore 
and offshore hydrogen networks in the 
Union.

(66) Pipeline networks for hydrogen will 
not constitute in the short term an 
important means of efficient and 
sustainable transport for hydrogen, as it is 
expected that most renewable hydrogen 
will be traded in hydrogen derivatives 
such as ammonia, synthetic 
hydrocarbons, interim products for steel 
etc. and co-located with electrolysis. 
Therefore integrated net zero 
infrastructure planning by public 
authorities based on future use and 
production locations for hydrogen shall 
precede any decision to invest in such 
pipelines.

Or. en
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Amendment 206
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 66

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(66) Pipeline networks for hydrogen 
should constitute an important means of 
efficient and sustainable transport for 
hydrogen, both onshore and offshore. As a 
result of the high capital expenditure 
required for their construction, hydrogen 
pipeline networks could constitute natural 
monopolies. Experience with the regulation 
of natural gas markets has shown the 
importance of ensuring open and non-
discriminatory access to pipeline networks 
with a view to safeguarding competition on 
commodity markets. Therefore, well-
established principles of network 
operation, such as third-party access, 
should be applicable to onshore and 
offshore hydrogen networks in the Union.

(66) Pipeline networks for hydrogen 
should constitute an important means of 
efficient and sustainable transport for 
hydrogen, both onshore and offshore. As a 
result of the high capital expenditure 
required for their construction, hydrogen 
pipeline networks could constitute natural 
monopolies, also under public control. 
Experience with the regulation of natural 
gas markets has shown the importance of 
ensuring open and non-discriminatory 
access to pipeline networks with a view to 
safeguarding competition on commodity 
markets. Therefore, well-established 
principles of network operation, such as 
third-party access, should be applicable to 
onshore and offshore hydrogen networks in 
the Union.

Or. en

Amendment 207
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 67

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(67) The operation of hydrogen 
networks should be separated from 
activities of energy production and supply 
in order to avoid the risk of conflicts of 
interest on behalf of the network operators. 
The structural separation of ownership of 
hydrogen networks and participations in 

(67) The operation of hydrogen 
networks should be separated from 
activities of energy production and supply 
in order to avoid the risk of conflicts of 
interest on behalf of the network operators. 
The full separation of ownership of 
hydrogen networks and ownership or 
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energy production and supply guarantees 
the absence of such conflicts of interest. 
Member States should be able to rely on 
the alternative unbundling model of 
“integrated hydrogen network operator” 
until 2030 to provide a transitional period 
for existing vertically integrated hydrogen 
networks. Member States should also be 
able to allow the use of the “independent 
hydrogen network operator” model to 
allow vertically integrated owners of 
hydrogen networks to retain ownership of 
their networks while ensuring the non-
discriminatory operation of such networks 
after 2030.

control of undertakings participating in 
energy production and supply guarantees 
the absence of such conflicts of interest. 
Member States should be able to allow the 
use of the “independent hydrogen network 
operator” model to allow vertically 
integrated owners of hydrogen networks to 
retain ownership of their networks while 
ensuring the non-discriminatory operation 
of such networks after 2030. Given the risk 
that conflicts of interest between gas and 
hydrogen activities could lead to the 
build-out of more hydrogen networks than 
what is needed to serve only priority, 
hard-to-abate industrial sectors (thus also 
contributing to lock-in in the event there 
is not enough hydrogen in the future to 
serve the end users connected to the 
networks), it is prudent to ensure full 
vertical ownership unbundling for 
hydrogen networks from the very 
beginning.

Or. en

Amendment 208
András Gyürk, Ernő Schaller-Baross

Proposal for a directive
Recital 67

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(67) The operation of hydrogen 
networks should be separated from 
activities of energy production and supply 
in order to avoid the risk of conflicts of 
interest on behalf of the network operators. 
The structural separation of ownership of 
hydrogen networks and participations in 
energy production and supply guarantees 
the absence of such conflicts of interest. 
Member States should be able to rely on 
the alternative unbundling model of 
“integrated hydrogen network operator” 
until 2030 to provide a transitional period 
for existing vertically integrated hydrogen 

(67) The operation of hydrogen 
networks should be separated from 
activities of energy production and supply 
in order to avoid the risk of conflicts of 
interest on behalf of the network operators. 
The structural separation of ownership of 
hydrogen networks and participations in 
energy production and supply guarantees 
the absence of such conflicts of interest. 
Member States should be able to rely on 
the alternative unbundling model of 
“integrated hydrogen network operator” 
where the natural gas transmission system 
operator is unbundled in accordance with 
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networks. Member States should also be 
able to allow the use of the “independent 
hydrogen network operator” model to 
allow vertically integrated owners of 
hydrogen networks to retain ownership of 
their networks while ensuring the non-
discriminatory operation of such networks 
after 2030.

the rules on independent transmission 
system operators for natural gas. Member 
States should also be able to allow the use 
of the “independent hydrogen network 
operator” model to allow vertically 
integrated owners of hydrogen networks to 
retain ownership of their networks while 
ensuring the non-discriminatory operation 
of such networks.

Or. en

Justification

The challenge is to regulate an embryonic market and foster the creation of the necessary 
infrastructure for this market to start. Detailed, inflexible and restrictive market rules risk 
inhibiting investment and cost-effective creation of capacities and infrastructure. There needs 
to be an enduring possibility for gas TSOs operating under the ITO model to pursue an 
integrated hydrogen network operator model, to overcome the capital intensive barriers to 
the development of hydrogen networks.

Amendment 209
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 67

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(67) The operation of hydrogen 
networks should be separated from 
activities of energy production and supply 
in order to avoid the risk of conflicts of 
interest on behalf of the network operators. 
The structural separation of ownership of 
hydrogen networks and participations in 
energy production and supply guarantees 
the absence of such conflicts of interest. 
Member States should be able to rely on 
the alternative unbundling model of 
“integrated hydrogen network operator” 
until 2030 to provide a transitional period 
for existing vertically integrated hydrogen 
networks. Member States should also be 
able to allow the use of the “independent 
hydrogen network operator” model to 
allow vertically integrated owners of 

(67) The operation of hydrogen 
networks should be separated from 
activities of energy production and supply 
in order to avoid the risk of conflicts of 
interest on behalf of the network operators. 
The structural separation of ownership of 
hydrogen networks and participations in 
energy production and supply, under 
strong public control, contributes to 
reducing such conflicts of interest. 
Member States should be able to rely on 
the alternative unbundling model of 
“integrated hydrogen network operator” 
until 2030 to provide a transitional period 
for existing vertically integrated hydrogen 
networks. Member States should also be 
able to allow the use of the “independent 
hydrogen network operator” model to 



PE735.428v01-00 86/175 AM\1260260EN.docx

EN

hydrogen networks to retain ownership of 
their networks while ensuring the non-
discriminatory operation of such networks 
after 2030.

allow vertically integrated owners of 
hydrogen networks to retain ownership of 
their networks while ensuring the non-
discriminatory operation of such networks 
after 2030.

Or. en

Amendment 210
Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Recital 67

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(67) The operation of hydrogen 
networks should be separated from 
activities of energy production and supply 
in order to avoid the risk of conflicts of 
interest on behalf of the network operators. 
The structural separation of ownership of 
hydrogen networks and participations in 
energy production and supply guarantees 
the absence of such conflicts of interest. 
Member States should be able to rely on 
the alternative unbundling model of 
“integrated hydrogen network operator” 
until 2030 to provide a transitional period 
for existing vertically integrated hydrogen 
networks. Member States should also be 
able to allow the use of the “independent 
hydrogen network operator” model to 
allow vertically integrated owners of 
hydrogen networks to retain ownership of 
their networks while ensuring the non-
discriminatory operation of such networks 
after 2030.

(67) The operation of hydrogen 
networks should be separated from 
activities of energy production and supply 
in order to avoid the risk of conflicts of 
interest on behalf of the network operators. 
The structural separation of ownership of 
hydrogen networks and participations in 
energy production and supply guarantees 
the absence of such conflicts of interest. 
Member States should be able to rely on 
the alternative unbundling model of 
“integrated hydrogen network operator” for 
existing vertically integrated hydrogen 
networks. Member States should also be 
able to allow the use of the “independent 
hydrogen network operator” model to 
allow vertically integrated owners of 
hydrogen networks to retain ownership of 
their networks while ensuring the non-
discriminatory operation of such networks 
after 2035.

Or. en

Amendment 211
Evžen Tošenovský

Proposal for a directive
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Recital 67

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(67) The operation of hydrogen 
networks should be separated from 
activities of energy production and supply 
in order to avoid the risk of conflicts of 
interest on behalf of the network operators. 
The structural separation of ownership of 
hydrogen networks and participations in 
energy production and supply guarantees 
the absence of such conflicts of interest. 
Member States should be able to rely on 
the alternative unbundling model of 
“integrated hydrogen network operator” 
until 2030 to provide a transitional period 
for existing vertically integrated hydrogen 
networks. Member States should also be 
able to allow the use of the “independent 
hydrogen network operator” model to 
allow vertically integrated owners of 
hydrogen networks to retain ownership of 
their networks while ensuring the non-
discriminatory operation of such networks 
after 2030.

(67) The operation of hydrogen 
networks should　be separated from 
activities of energy production and supply 
in order to avoid the risk of conflicts of 
interest on behalf of the network operators. 
The structural separation of ownership of 
hydrogen networks and participations in 
energy production and supply guarantees 
the absence of such conflicts of interest.　
Member States should be able to rely on 
the alternative unbundling model of 
"integrated hydrogen network operator" to 
provide a level playing field for vertically 
integrated hydrogen networks. Member 
States should also be able to allow the use 
of the "independent hydrogen network 
operator" model to allow vertically 
integrated owners of hydrogen networks to 
retain ownership of their networks while 
ensuring the non-discriminatory operation 
of such networks.

Or. en

Amendment 212
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 68

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(68) Whereas the joint operation of 
hydrogen networks and gas or electricity 
grids can create synergies and should 
thus be allowed, activities of hydrogen 
network operation should be organised in 
a separate legal entity in order to ensure 
transparency regarding financing and the 
use of access tariffs.

deleted
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Or. en

Amendment 213
Grzegorz Tobiszowski
on behalf of the ECR Group
Beata Szydło, Zdzisław Krasnodębski, Karol Karski, Jadwiga Wiśniewska, Anna 
Zalewska, Jacek Saryusz-Wolski, Elżbieta Kruk

Proposal for a directive
Recital 68

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(68) Whereas the joint operation of 
hydrogen networks and gas or electricity 
grids can create synergies and should thus 
be allowed, activities of hydrogen network 
operation should be organised in a separate 
legal entity in order to ensure transparency 
regarding financing and the use of access 
tariffs.

(68) Whereas the joint operation of 
hydrogen networks and gas or electricity 
grids can create synergies and should thus 
be allowed, activities of hydrogen network 
operation should be organised in separate 
accounts in order to ensure transparency 
regarding financing and the use of access 
tariffs.

Or. en

Justification

Joint operation for hydrogen and gas networks can create synergies and should thus be 
allowed. Moreover, depending on  national conditions repurposing existing natural gas 
pipelines may be a quicker and more economical way to develop a hydrogen network, 
compared to the option of building new hydrogen assets. It is therefore expected that a 
significant proportion of the future hydrogen network at EU level may be composed of 
repurposed gas assets. Having this in mind transmission gas network operators should be 
able to also become hydrogen network operators. This will allow to make full use of 
similarities and synergies in terms of the skills, knowledge and resources that are required to 
develop and safely operate the gas and future hydrogen pipeline networks.

The separation of Regulatory Asset Bases (RABs) (“accounting unbundling”) for natural gas 
and hydrogen networks as stipulated in art. 64 of the Directive ensures sufficient 
transparency to trace any financial transfer between natural gas and hydrogen under the 
close scrutiny of regulatory authorities and subject to their approval. An additional legal 
separation between HNOs and TSOs is therefore not proportionate and would only create 
unnecessary costs and administrative burden (e.g. complications regarding land-use 
authorisations in the process of transferring assets between the two legal entities).

Amendment 214
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Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Recital 69

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(69) The operation of hydrogen 
networks should be separated from the 
activities of energy production and supply 
in order to avoid the risk of conflicts of 
interest on behalf of the network 
operators. The structural separation of 
ownership of hydrogen networks and 
participation in energy production and 
supplies should guarantee the absence of 
such conflicts of interest. Member States 
should be able to rely on the alternative 
unbundling model of integrated hydrogen 
network operator until 2030 to provide a 
transitional period for existing vertically 
integrated hydrogen networks. Member 
States should also be able to offer the use 
of an independent hydrogen network 
operator to allow vertically integrated 
owners of hydrogen networks to retain 
ownership of their networks while 
ensuring the non-discriminatory 
operation of such networks after 2030.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

It is a repetition of recital 67.

Amendment 215
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 69

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(69) The operation of hydrogen 
networks should be separated from the 

deleted
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activities of energy production and supply 
in order to avoid the risk of conflicts of 
interest on behalf of the network 
operators. The structural separation of 
ownership of hydrogen networks and 
participation in energy production and 
supplies should guarantee the absence of 
such conflicts of interest. Member States 
should be able to rely on the alternative 
unbundling model of integrated hydrogen 
network operator until 2030 to provide a 
transitional period for existing vertically 
integrated hydrogen networks. Member 
States should also be able to offer the use 
of an independent hydrogen network 
operator to allow vertically integrated 
owners of hydrogen networks to retain 
ownership of their networks while 
ensuring the non-discriminatory 
operation of such networks after 2030.

Or. en

Amendment 216
Evžen Tošenovský

Proposal for a directive
Recital 69

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(69) The operation of hydrogen 
networks should be separated from the 
activities of energy production and supply 
in order to avoid the risk of conflicts of 
interest on behalf of the network 
operators. The structural separation of 
ownership of hydrogen networks and 
participation in energy production and 
supplies should guarantee the absence of 
such conflicts of interest. Member States 
should be able to rely on the alternative 
unbundling model of integrated hydrogen 
network operator until 2030 to provide a 
transitional period for existing vertically 
integrated hydrogen networks. Member 
States should also be able to offer the use 

deleted
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of an independent hydrogen network 
operator to allow vertically integrated 
owners of hydrogen networks to retain 
ownership of their networks while 
ensuring the non-discriminatory 
operation of such networks after 2030.

Or. en

Amendment 217
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 70

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(70) In order to ensure transparency with 
regard to the costs and financing of 
regulated activities, activities of hydrogen 
network operation should be separated 
from other network operation activities for 
other energy carriers at least in relation to 
the legal form and accounts of network 
operators.

(70) In order to avoid conflict of 
interests and ensure transparency with 
regard to the costs and financing of 
regulated activities, the ownership and 
control of undertakings engaged in 
hydrogen network operation should be 
fully separated from the ownership and 
control of undertakings engaged in other 
network operation activities for other 
energy carriers 

Or. en

Amendment 218
Grzegorz Tobiszowski
on behalf of the ECR Group
Beata Szydło, Zdzisław Krasnodębski, Karol Karski, Jadwiga Wiśniewska, Anna 
Zalewska, Jacek Saryusz-Wolski, Elżbieta Kruk

Proposal for a directive
Recital 70

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(70) In order to ensure transparency with 
regard to the costs and financing of 
regulated activities, activities of hydrogen 

(70) In order to ensure transparency with 
regard to the costs and financing of 
regulated activities, activities of hydrogen 
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network operation should be separated 
from other network operation activities for 
other energy carriers at least in relation to 
the legal form and accounts of network 
operators.

network operation should be separated 
from other network operation activities for 
other energy carriers in relation to the 
accounts of network operators.

Or. en

Amendment 219
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 71

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(71) Hydrogen networks should be 
subject to third-party access in order to 
ensure competition and a level playing 
field in the market for hydrogen supply. 
Regulated third-party access on the basis of 
regulated access tariffs should be the 
default rule in the long-term. In order to 
ensure the necessary flexibility for 
operators and to reduce administrative 
costs during the ramp-up phase of the 
hydrogen market, Member States should 
have the option to allow the use of 
negotiated third-party access until 2030.

(71) Hydrogen networks shall provide 
third-party access in order to 
ensure competition and a level playing 
field in the market for hydrogen 
supply. Regulated third-party access on the 
basis of regulated access tariffs should be 
the default rule from the outset.

Or. en

Amendment 220
Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Recital 72

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(72) The availability of large-scale 
underground hydrogen storage facilities is 
limited and distributed unevenly across 
Member States. In view of the potentially 

(72) The availability of large-scale 
underground hydrogen storage facilities is 
limited and distributed unevenly across 
Member States. In view of the risks and of 
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beneficial role for the functioning of 
hydrogen transport and markets, the access 
to such large-scale underground storages 
should be subject to regulated third party 
access in order to ensure a level playing 
field for market participants.

the potentially beneficial role for the 
functioning of hydrogen transport and 
markets, the access to such large-scale 
underground storages should be subject to 
regulated third party access in order to 
ensure a level playing field for market 
participants and the highest safety level.

Or. en

Amendment 221
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 72

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(72) The availability of large-scale 
underground hydrogen storage facilities is 
limited and distributed unevenly across 
Member States. In view of the potentially 
beneficial role for the functioning of 
hydrogen transport and markets, the access 
to such large-scale underground storages 
should be subject to regulated third party 
access in order to ensure a level playing 
field for market participants.

(72) The availability of large-scale 
underground hydrogen storage facilities is 
at this point not existent and it will be 
limited and distributed unevenly across 
Member States. In view of the potentially 
beneficial role for the functioning of 
hydrogen transport and markets, the access 
to such large-scale underground storages 
should be subject to regulated third party 
access in order to ensure a level playing 
field for market participants.

Or. en

Amendment 222
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 75

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(75) Localised hydrogen clusters should 
be an important building block of the 
European hydrogen economy. Such 

(75) Renewable hydrogen uses will be 
occurring in localised clusters, in the form 
of closed networks, and steered towards 
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clusters could benefit from simplified 
regulatory requirements during the ramp-
up phase of the hydrogen market.

priority users and applications. Therefore 
only such closed hydrogen networks could 
benefit from simplified regulatory 
requirements as any generalised rules 
would disadvantage competing options 
such as electrification.

Or. en

Amendment 223
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 76

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(76) Pipeline interconnectors with third 
countries can serve as a means of transport 
for imports or exports of hydrogen. The 
operating rules for such hydrogen 
interconnectors with third countries and 
rules on the certification of renewable and 
low-carbon hydrogen, should be enshrined 
in an intergovernmental agreement to 
ensure a coherent regulatory framework 
and its consistent application for the entire 
infrastructure.

(76)  Pipeline interconnection are of 
limited relevance for the initial phases of 
the renewable hydrogen market. In fact, 
in the first phase, renewable hydrogen is 
expected to be transported and traded in 
the form of hydrogen products such as 
ammonia, synthetic hydrocarbons, 
feedstocks for industrial uses (steel, 
chemicals etc) as well as by trucks if 
produced in rural areas. 
Therefore, pipeline interconnectors with 
third countries could eventually serve only 
in the future as a means of transport for 
imports or exports of hydrogen. The 
operating rules for such hydrogen 
interconnectors with third countries and 
rules on the certification of renewable and 
low-carbon hydrogen, should be enshrined 
in an intergovernmental agreement to 
ensure a coherent regulatory framework 
and its consistent application for the 
entire infrastructure.

Or. en

Amendment 224
Ignazio Corrao
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on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 77

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(77) To ensure the efficient operation of 
the European hydrogen networks, 
hydrogen network operators should be 
responsible for the operation, maintenance 
and development of the hydrogen 
transport network in close cooperation 
with other hydrogen network operators as 
well as with other system operators to 
which their networks are or can be 
connected with, including to facilitate 
energy system integration.

(77) To ensure cost effective 
infrastructure rollout and to avoid 
stranded assets, the Agency, at European 
level, and regulators at national level 
shall be responsible for net zero 
infrastructure planning combining 
electricity, hydrogen, gas, heat and 
transport systems. System operators are 
responsible for the operation, maintenance 
and development of the network in close 
cooperation with other network operators 
to which their networks are or can be 
connected with, including to facilitate 
energy system integration

Or. en

Amendment 225
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 78

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(78) Hydrogen network operators should 
be tasked with building sufficient cross-
border capacity for the transportation of 
hydrogen accommodating all 
economically reasonable and technically 
feasible demands for such capacity, 
thereby enabling market integration.

(78) Hydrogen, gas and electricity 
network operators should be tasked with 
building only the capacity that the 
regulator has identified as necessary in 
the net zero infrastructure planning.

Or. en

Amendment 226
Ignazio Corrao
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on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 78 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(78 a) Member States should introduce 
technical and financial support for 
distribution grid operators and district 
heating operators/owners in order to 
support the regulatory authority in 
determining the need for expansion, 
upgrades or decommissioning of the 
network. Distribution grid operators and 
district heating owners/operators shall 
cooperate with national regulators, 
including through the provision of data 
on the foreseen demand and supply of 
gases in line with decarbonization 
objectives at EU and national level. 
National regulators shall then develop net 
zero infrastructure plans developed in an 
integrated manner covering gases, 
electricity and heat planning, for the latter 
integrating all relevant local heating and 
cooling plans as set out in Directive ... 
[[the Energy Efficiency Directive - [ 
recast of the directive on energy efficiency 
2021/0203 (COD)], Article 23] as well as 
national plans for building renovation 
and net zero carbon building stocks 
[recast EPBD Article XX]

Or. en

Amendment 227
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 78 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(78 b) There is a need to integrate 
national planning for a phase out of 
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natural gas and associated infrastructure 
in the update of national energy and 
climate plans and progress reports per the 
Governance Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 
by 30 June 2024. 

Or. en

Amendment 228
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 79

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(79) In some cases, depending among 
others on the topography of hydrogen 
networks and the population of end-users 
connected to the hydrogen networks, 
hydrogen quality management by 
hydrogen network operators could 
become necessary (e.g. purification). 
Therefore, regulatory authorities can task 
hydrogen network operators with 
ensuring efficient hydrogen quality 
management in their networks where 
necessary for system management. When 
undertaking such activities, hydrogen 
network operators should comply with 
applicable hydrogen quality standards.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

Deletion, for consistency with Amendments in art 51 and 52.

Amendment 229
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 80
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(80) Where system operators for natural 
gas or hydrogen network operators refuse 
requests for access or connection due to a 
lack of capacity, should refusals should be 
duly substantiated, and operators should 
be required to enhance their system in 
order to enable the requested connections 
or access where it is economic to do so.

(80) Where system operators for natural 
gas or hydrogen network operators 
refuse requests for access, connection or 
disconnection due to a lack of capacity, 
and the underpinning request is included 
in the regulators’ net zero infrastructure 
plan, operators are required to enhance 
their system in order to enable the 
requested connections or access where it is 
economic to do so.

Or. en

Amendment 230
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 92

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(92) The security of energy supply is an 
essential element of public security and is 
therefore inherently connected to the 
efficient functioning of the internal market 
in gas and the integration of the isolated 
gas markets of Member States. Gas can 
reach the citizens of the Union only 
through the network. Functioning open gas 
markets and, in particular, networks and 
other assets associated with gas supply are 
essential for public security, for the 
competitiveness of the economy and for 
the well-being of the citizens of the Union. 
Persons from third countries should 
therefore only be allowed to control a 
transmission system or a transmission 
system operator if they comply with the 
requirements of effective separation that 
apply inside the Union . Without prejudice 
to the international obligations of the 
Union , the Union considers that the gas 
transmission system sector is of high 
importance to the Union and therefore 

(92) The security of energy supply is an 
essential element of public security and is 
therefore inherently connected to the 
efficient functioning of the internal market 
in gas and the integration of the isolated 
gas markets of Member States. Gas can 
reach the citizens of the Union only 
through the network. Functioning open gas 
markets under an adequate public control, 
and, in particular, networks and other 
assets associated with gas supply are 
essential for public security, for the 
competitiveness of the economy and for 
the well-being of the citizens of the Union. 
Persons from third countries should 
therefore only be allowed to control a 
transmission system or a transmission 
system operator if they comply with the 
requirements of effective separation that 
apply inside the Union . Without prejudice 
to the international obligations of the 
Union , the Union considers that the gas 
transmission system sector is of high 



AM\1260260EN.docx 99/175 PE735.428v01-00

EN

additional safeguards are necessary 
regarding the preservation of the security 
of supply of energy to the Union to avoid 
any threats to public order and public 
security in the Union and the welfare of the 
citizens of the Union. The security of 
supply of energy to the Union requires, in 
particular, an assessment of the 
independence of network operation, the 
level of the Union ’s and individual 
Member States’ dependence on energy 
supply from third countries, and the 
treatment of both domestic and foreign 
trade and investment in energy in a 
particular third country. Security of supply 
should therefore be assessed in the light of 
the factual circumstances of each case as 
well as the rights and obligations arising 
under international law, in particular the 
international agreements between the 
Union and the third country concerned. 
Where appropriate the Commission should 
submit recommendations to negotiate 
relevant agreements with third countries 
addressing the security of supply of energy 
to the Union or to include the necessary 
issues in other negotiations with those third 
countries.

importance to the Union and therefore 
additional safeguards are necessary 
regarding the preservation of the security 
of supply of energy to the Union to avoid 
any threats to public order and public 
security in the Union and the welfare of the 
citizens of the Union. The security of 
supply of energy to the Union requires, in 
particular, an assessment of the 
independence of network operation, the 
level of the Union ’s and individual 
Member States’ dependence on energy 
supply from third countries, and the 
treatment of both domestic and foreign 
trade and investment in energy in a 
particular third country. Security of supply 
should therefore be assessed in the light of 
the factual circumstances of each case as 
well as the rights and obligations arising 
under international law, in particular the 
international agreements between the 
Union and the third country concerned. 
Where appropriate the Commission should 
submit recommendations to negotiate 
relevant agreements with third countries 
addressing the security of supply of energy 
to the Union or to include the necessary 
issues in other negotiations with those third 
countries.

Or. en

Amendment 231
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 95 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(95 a) In order to improve competition in 
the market for the operation of gas 
distribution systems, Member States 
should designate distribution system 
operators following a transparent 
procedure and set a limit on the period of 
time an operator can be designated. This 
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will ensure that distribution system 
operators are not designated in perpetuity 
and improve the balance of power in 
concession negotiations with the relevant 
authorities.

Or. en

Amendment 232
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 96

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(96) Member States should take 
concrete measures to assist the wider use 
of biogas and gas from biomass, the 
producers of which should be granted non-
discriminatory access to the gas system, 
provided that such access is compatible 
with the relevant technical rules and safety 
standards on an ongoing basis.

(96) Member States should take 
concrete measures to steer the use of 
sustainable biogas and gas from biomass, 
into priority applications such as industry 
feedstocks, district heating backup 
and high temperature uses in industry. 
Member States shall also ensure that 
biogas and biomethane grid integration is 
based on national sustainability potential 
assessments and on pre-identified priority 
uses and locations. Only in those areas 
the producers should be granted non-
discriminatory access to the gas system, 
provided that such access is compatible 
with the relevant technical rules and safety 
standards on an ongoing basis.

Or. en

Justification

Changes are necessary for pressing reasons relating to the internal logic of the text as the 
amendment is inextricably linked to other admissible amendments related to renewable gases.

Amendment 233
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
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Recital 96

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(96) Member States should take 
concrete measures to assist the wider use of 
biogas and gas from biomass, the 
producers of which should be granted non-
discriminatory access to the gas system, 
provided that such access is compatible 
with the relevant technical rules and safety 
standards on an ongoing basis.

(96) Member States should take 
concrete measures to assist the wider use of 
biogas and gas from biomass, particularly 
at local level, the producers of which 
should be granted non-discriminatory 
access to the gas system, provided that 
such access is compatible with the relevant 
technical rules and safety standards on an 
ongoing basis.

Or. en

Amendment 234
Ivan David, Paolo Borchia, Isabella Tovaglieri

Proposal for a directive
Recital 96

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(96) Member States should take 
concrete measures to assist the wider use of 
biogas and gas from biomass, the 
producers of which should be granted non-
discriminatory access to the gas system, 
provided that such access is compatible 
with the relevant technical rules and safety 
standards on an ongoing basis.

(96) Member States should take 
concrete measures to assist the wider use of 
biomethane, the producers of which should 
be granted non-discriminatory access to the 
gas system, provided that such access is 
compatible with the relevant technical rules 
and safety standards on an ongoing basis.

Or. en

Justification

A stand-alone definition of "biomethane" in Article 2 makes it possible to distinguish 
biomethane from natural gas in this recital and therefore give visibility to biomethane in the 
overall rationale and narrative underpinning this Directive.

Amendment 235
Jerzy Buzek, Gheorghe Falcă, Franc Bogovič, Angelika Niebler, Cristian-Silviu Buşoi, 
Maria da Graça Carvalho, Christian Ehler
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Proposal for a directive
Recital 97

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(97) Producers of renewable and low-
carbon gases are often connected to the 
distribution grid. To facilitate their uptake 
and market integration, it is essential that 
they obtain unhindered access to the 
wholesale market and the relevant virtual 
trading points. Participation in the 
wholesale market is determined by the way 
in which the entry-exit systems are defined. 
In several Member States, producers 
connected to the distribution grid are not 
part of the entry-exit system. Therefore, the 
access of renewable and low-carbon gases 
to the wholesale market should be 
facilitated by providing a definition of an 
entry-exit system and ultimately ensuring 
that production facilities connected to the 
distribution system are part of it. In 
addition, Regulation [the recast Gas 
regulation as proposed in COM(2021)xxx] 
provides that distribution system operators 
and transmission system operates are to 
work together to enable reverse flows from 
the distribution to the transmission network 
or alternative means to facilitate the market 
integration of renewable and low carbon 
gases.

(97) Producers of renewable and low-
carbon gases are often connected to the 
distribution grid. To facilitate their uptake 
and market integration, it is essential that 
they obtain unhindered access to the 
wholesale market and the relevant virtual 
trading points. Participation in the 
wholesale market is determined by the way 
in which the entry-exit systems are defined. 
In several Member States, producers 
connected to the distribution grid are not 
part of the entry-exit system. Therefore, the 
access of renewable and low-carbon gases 
to the wholesale market should be 
facilitated by providing a definition of an 
entry-exit system and ultimately ensuring 
that production facilities connected to the 
distribution system can be part of it. In 
addition, Regulation [the recast Gas 
regulation as proposed in COM(2021)xxx] 
provides that distribution system operators 
and transmission system operates are to 
work together to enable reverse flows from 
the distribution to the transmission network 
or alternative means to facilitate the market 
integration of renewable and low carbon 
gases.

Or. en

Amendment 236
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 99 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(99 a) Grid-based blending represents the 
least energy-efficient and cost effective 
use of gaseous molecules and risks that 
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green hydrogen cannot get supplied to 
priority sectors such as aviation or steel 
industry for which ambitious quotas have 
been set and which cannot decarbonise 
with other means. Around 40 % of 
existing plants and machines in the 
Union’ s cement, steel and chemical 
sectors are up for reinvestment this 
decade as they have reached their end of 
lifetime and investment decisions will 
depend on an assessment of the likelihood 
to get supplied by sufficient green 
hydrogen. Grid-based blending results in 
costly deviations from those sectors and 
repeated adaptations needs for 
infrastructure. It also poses challenges to 
certain industries such as the chemical 
sector that can only use specific blends 
and is technically limited to20 %, hence 
far from delivering sufficient GHG 
reductions. There should therefore be no 
regulatory or financial incentives to blend 
hydrogen into the gas grid. There should 
also be no duty of Member States to 
accept blends at cross-border 
interconnection points in line with 
Article194 TFEU which gives each 
Member State the right to determine its 
own energy supply. 

Or. en

Amendment 237
Grzegorz Tobiszowski
on behalf of the ECR Group
Beata Szydło, Zdzisław Krasnodębski, Karol Karski, Jadwiga Wiśniewska, Anna 
Zalewska, Jacek Saryusz-Wolski, Elżbieta Kruk

Proposal for a directive
Recital 100 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(100 a)To enable and foster 
decarbonisation, regardless of their 
unbundling models, the transmission 
system operators are also well placed to 
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invest in decarbonisation technologies 
and innovate projects enabling sectors 
integration, such as power-to-gas. To 
deliver these services at a reasonable cost 
and in a timely manner, the transmission 
system operators and hydrogen network 
operators should be allowed to invest in 
these technologies. The compensation for 
such services may - where applicable – 
happen under a tolling arrangement, a 
customer pays a toll to – in the case of 
power-to-gas – feed electricity into the 
facility and receive hydrogen (or synthetic 
gas if a methanation step is added to the 
process) in return. The facility owner 
would only provide a service and would 
not engage in trading or supplying those 
commodities. In order to accelerate 
decarbonisation new technologies need to 
be tested, scaled-up and implemented 
swiftly. In this context, the transmission 
system operators can add significant value 
using existing resources and experience 
regarding market design and functioning 
(know-how, companies already active that 
could diversify quicker than a newly 
established company). This sharing of the 
investment risks between the users and 
the operator via a tolling model will allow 
smaller market participants to enter the 
considered new market.

Or. en

Justification

Tolling model is a business model for owning and operating decarbonisation related facilities 
according to which the owner and operator of the facility provides energy conversion or other 
services and are responsible for only operating such facilities. Current rules for gas, and 
future rules for hydrogen, would be respected as the TSO, or a related entity, owning and 
operating such a facility would not engage in trading or supplying those commodities. These 
facilities should be regarded as sector-coupling infrastructure offering ‘conversion or 
decarbonisation services’ since power-to-gas is transforming electricity from a RES 
electricity producer, or any other electricity sources, into gas (i.e. hydrogen) for further use 
in the energy system. Power to Gas facilities will operate at the interface of the electricity, 
gas and hydrogen sectors. TSOs and HNOs are especially well suited to facilitate the 
development of gas-based decarbonisation technologies, such as Power to Gas units, and to 
ensure the internal energy market is maintained and further developed, both in a methane and 
hydrogen-based economy. Such engagement stays in line with the Union principles for the 
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energy systems such as competitiveness, transparency, fair and non-discriminatory access to 
infrastructures.

Amendment 238
András Gyürk, Ernő Schaller-Baross

Proposal for a directive
Recital 100 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(100 a)To enable and foster 
decarbonisation, regardless of their 
unbundling models, the transmission 
system operators  are also well placed to 
invest in decarbonisation technologies 
and innovate projects enabling sectors 
integration, such as power-to-gas. To 
deliver these services at a reasonable cost 
and in a timely manner, the transmission 
system operators and hydrogen network 
operators will be allowed to invest in these 
technologies. The compensation for such 
services may – where applicable – happen 
under a tolling arrangement, where a 
customer pays a toll to – in the case of 
power-to-gas – feed electricity into the 
facility and receive hydrogen (or synthetic 
gas if a methanation step is added to the 
process) in return. The facility owner only 
provides a service and does not take 
ownership over the product (whether it is 
hydrogen or synthetic gas), thus would 
not engage in activities of trading or 
supplying those commodities.

Or. en

Justification

TSOs/HNOs are well suited develop gas-based decarbonisation technologies, such as Power 
to Gas units both in hydrogen and methane, if facilities are operated as part of the 
infrastructure, as a service under the tolling scheme (and under NRA supervision), that 
guarantees operators not interfering with the market. Tolling facilities can efficiently gather 
distributed resources (such as renewable power) for the purpose of renewable energy sources 
or low-carbon gas production that could otherwise not be utilized.
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Amendment 239
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 100 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(100 a) Grid-based blending represents 
the least energy-efficient and cost 
effective use of gaseous molecules and 
risks that green hydrogen cannot get 
supplied to priority sectors such as 
aviation or steel industry for which 
ambitious quotas have been set and which 
cannot decarbonise by other means. 
Around 40 % of existing plants and 
machines in the Union cement, steel and 
chemical sectors are up for reinvestment 
this decade as they have reached their end 
of lifetime and investment decisions will 
depend on the availability of sufficient 
green hydrogen. Grid-based blending 
results in costly deviations from those 
sectors and repeated adaptation needs 
for infrastructure. There should 
therefore be no regulatory or financial 
incentives to blend hydrogen into the gas 
grid.

Or. en

Amendment 240
Thierry Mariani

Proposal for a directive
Recital 100 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(100 a)With the integration of growing 
volumes of renewable and low-carbon 
gases in the natural gas and hydrogen 
systems, the Transmission System 
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Operators and Hydrogen Network 
Operators are entrusted with new tasks 
including but not limited to the gas and 
hydrogen quality management to ensure 
efficient operation of the networks. The 
costs related to these new tasks shall be 
borne by the Transmission System 
Operators or Hydrogen Network 
Operators as relevant and shall be taken 
into account in the calculation of their 
respective tariffs, like all the other costs 
incurred by the Operators.

Or. en

Amendment 241
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 101

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(101) Energy regulators need to be able to 
take decisions in relation to all relevant 
regulatory issues if the internal market in 
natural gas is to function properly, and to 
be fully independent from any other public 
or private interests. The provisions relating 
to autonomy in the implementation of the 
allocated budget of the regulatory authority 
should be implemented within the 
framework defined by national budgetary 
law and rules. While contributing to the 
independence of the regulatory authority 
from any political or economic interest 
through an appropriate rotation scheme, it 
should be possible for Member States to 
take due account of the availability of 
human resources and of the size of the 
board.

(101) Energy regulators need to be able to 
take decisions in relation to all relevant 
regulatory issues if the internal market in 
natural gas is to function properly, and to 
be fully independent from any other 
political, public or private interests, 
including when developing the 
infrastructure network planning. The 
provisions relating to autonomy in the 
implementation of the allocated budget of 
the regulatory authority should be 
implemented within the framework defined 
by national budgetary law and rules. While 
contributing to the independence of the 
regulatory authority from any political or 
economic interest through an appropriate 
rotation scheme, it should be possible for 
Member States to take due account of the 
availability of human resources and of the 
size of the board.

Or. en
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Justification

The amendment is inextricably linked to other admissible amendments in the articles related 
to regulatory authority tasks

Amendment 242
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 103

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(103) Regulatory authorities should be 
able to fix or approve tariffs, or the 
methodologies underlying the calculation 
of the tariffs, on the basis of a proposal by 
the transmission system operator or 
distribution system operator(s) or 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) system 
operator, or on the basis of a proposal 
agreed between those operators and the 
users of the network. In carrying out those 
tasks, regulatory authorities should ensure 
that transmission and distribution tariffs are 
non-discriminatory and cost-reflective, and 
should take account of the long-term, 
marginal, avoided network costs from 
demand-side management measures.

(103) Regulatory authorities should be 
able to fix tariffs, or the methodologies 
underlying the calculation of the tariffs, on 
the basis of input by system operators 
integrating the electricity, gas hydrogen 
and heat sectors. In carrying out those 
tasks, regulatory authorities should ensure 
that transmission and distribution tariffs, 
including through the phased own period 
where customers and supply shrinks, are 
non-discriminatory and cost-reflective, and 
should take account of the long-term, 
marginal, avoided network costs from 
demand-side management measures. Any 
gas grid operator investing into the gas 
grid should also take the risk of it 
becoming a stranded asset.

Or. en

Justification

The amendment is inextricably linked to other admissible amendments in the articles related 
to regulatory authority tasks

Amendment 243
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 103
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(103) Regulatory authorities should be 
able to fix or approve tariffs, or the 
methodologies underlying the calculation 
of the tariffs, on the basis of a proposal by 
the transmission system operator or 
distribution system operator(s) or liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) system operator, or on 
the basis of a proposal agreed between 
those operators and the users of the 
network. In carrying out those tasks, 
regulatory authorities should ensure that 
transmission and distribution tariffs are 
non-discriminatory and cost-reflective, and 
should take account of the long-term, 
marginal, avoided network costs from 
demand-side management measures.

(103) Regulatory authorities should be 
able to fix or approve tariffs, or the 
methodologies underlying the calculation 
of the tariffs, taking into account 
proposals by the transmission system 
operator or distribution system operator(s) 
or liquefied natural gas (LNG) system 
operator, or proposals agreed between 
those operators and the users of the 
network. In carrying out those tasks, 
regulatory authorities should ensure that 
transmission and distribution tariffs are 
non-discriminatory and cost-reflective, and 
should take account of the long-term, 
marginal, avoided network costs from 
demand-side management measures.

Or. en

Amendment 244
Grzegorz Tobiszowski
on behalf of the ECR Group
Beata Szydło, Zdzisław Krasnodębski, Karol Karski, Jadwiga Wiśniewska, Anna 
Zalewska, Jacek Saryusz-Wolski, Elżbieta Kruk

Proposal for a directive
Recital 103 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(103 a) Regulatory authorities 
should be able to fix or approve charges 
for accessing and using facilities serving 
decarbonisation-related activities under a 
tolling model, or the methodologies 
underlying the calculation of the charges, 
on the basis of a proposal by a 
transmission system operator or a 
hydrogen network operator, or on the 
basis of a proposal by those operator(s). 
In carrying out those tasks, national 
regulatory authorities should ensure that 
charges are non-discriminatory.

Or. en
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Justification

Tolling model is a business model for owning and operating decarbonisation related facilities 
according to which the owner and operator of the facility provides energy conversion or other 
services and are responsible for only operating such facilities. Current rules for gas, and 
future rules for hydrogen, would be respected as the TSO, or a related entity, owning and 
operating such a facility would not engage in trading or supplying those commodities. These 
facilities should be regarded as sector-coupling infrastructure offering ‘conversion or 
decarbonisation services’ since power-to-gas is transforming electricity from a RES 
electricity producer, or any other electricity sources, into gas (i.e. hydrogen) for further use 
in the energy system. Power to Gas facilities will operate at the interface of the electricity, 
gas and hydrogen sectors. TSOs and HNOs are especially well suited to facilitate the 
development of gas-based decarbonisation technologies, such as Power to Gas units, and to 
ensure the internal energy market is maintained and further developed, both in a methane and 
hydrogen-based economy. Such engagement stays in line with the Union principles for the 
energy systems such as competitiveness, transparency, fair and non-discriminatory access to 
infrastructures.

Amendment 245
András Gyürk, Ernő Schaller-Baross

Proposal for a directive
Recital 103 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(103 a) Regulatory authorities 
should be able to fix or approve charges 
for accessing and using facilities serving 
decarbonisation related activities under a 
tolling scheme, or the methodologies 
underlying the calculation of the charges, 
on the basis of a proposal by the 
transmission system operator or hydrogen 
network operator. In carrying out those 
tasks, national regulatory authorities 
should ensure that charges are non-
discriminatory.

Or. en

Justification

TSOs/HNOs are well suited develop gas-based decarbonisation technologies, such as Power 
to Gas units both in hydrogen and methane, if facilities are operated as part of the 
infrastructure, as a service under the tolling scheme (and under NRA supervision), that 
guarantees operators not interfering with the market. Tolling facilities can efficiently gather 
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distributed resources (such as renewable power) for the purpose of renewable energy sources 
or low-carbon gas production that could otherwise not be utilized.

Amendment 246
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 104

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(104) Regulatory authorities should 
promote, in close cooperation with the 
Agency for the Cooperation of Energy 
Regulators (ACER), established by 
Regulation (EC) No 713/2009 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council15 , 
an open, competitive, secure and 
environmentally sustainable internal 
market in hydrogen with unhindered 
cross-border flows. Regulatory authorities 
need to be able to take decisions in 
relation to all relevant regulatory issues if 
the internal market in hydrogen is to 
function properly.

(104) Regulatory authorities should 
promote, in close cooperation with the 
Agency for the Cooperation of Energy 
Regulators (ACER), established by 
Regulation (EC) No 713/2009 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council15 , 
an integrated infrastructure planning for 
electricity, gas, heat and hydrogen.

_________________ _________________
15 See page 1 of this Official Journal. 15 See page 1 of this Official Journal.

Or. en

Amendment 247
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 104

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(104) Regulatory authorities should 
promote, in close cooperation with the 
Agency for the Cooperation of Energy 
Regulators (ACER), established by 
Regulation (EC) No 713/2009 of the 

(104) Regulatory authorities should 
promote, in close cooperation with the 
Agency for the Cooperation of Energy 
Regulators (ACER), , an open, socially 
fair, non discriminatory, secure and 
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European Parliament and of the 
Council15 , an open, competitive, secure 
and environmentally sustainable internal 
market in hydrogen with unhindered cross-
border flows. Regulatory authorities need 
to be able to take decisions in relation to all 
relevant regulatory issues if the internal 
market in hydrogen is to function properly.

environmentally sustainable internal 
market in hydrogen with unhindered cross-
border flows. Regulatory authorities need 
to be able to take decisions in relation to all 
relevant regulatory issues if the internal 
market in hydrogen is to function properly.

_________________
15 See page 1 of this Official Journal.

Or. en

Amendment 248
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 108

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(108) The regulatory authorities and 
ACER should provide information on the 
hydrogen market to ensure transparency, 
including aspects such as supply and 
demand, transport infrastructure, quality of 
service, cross-border trade, investments, 
consumer prices, market liquidity.

(108) The regulatory authorities and 
ACER should provide information on the 
hydrogen market to ensure transparency, 
including aspects such as supply and 
demand, transport infrastructure, quality of 
service, cross-border trade, investments, 
wholesale and consumer prices, or market 
liquidity.

Or. en

Amendment 249
Nicolás González Casares, Lina Gálvez Muñoz, Carlos Zorrinho, Robert Hajšel, 
Adriana Maldonado López

Proposal for a directive
Recital 108

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(108) The regulatory authorities and 
ACER should provide information on the 
hydrogen market to ensure transparency, 

(108) The regulatory authorities and 
ACER should provide information on the 
hydrogen market to ensure transparency, 
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including aspects such as supply and 
demand, transport infrastructure, quality of 
service, cross-border trade, investments, 
consumer prices, market liquidity.

including aspects such as supply and 
demand, transport infrastructure, quality of 
service, sources, cross-border trade, 
investments, consumer prices, market 
liquidity.

Or. en

Amendment 250
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 108 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(108 a) Member States should 
introduce network development plans for 
distribution systems in order to support 
the regulatory authority in determining 
the need for expansion, upgrades or 
decommissioning of the network. Such 
plans should be prepared following a 
process that is transparent and open to 
public consultation on the assumptions 
underpinning the plan and on the draft 
plan. The final plans should be made 
publicly available. The plans should be 
based on realistic and objective data on 
the foreseen demand and supply of gases 
and contribute to the achievement of the 
Union’s energy and climate targets. The 
network development plans for 
distribution systems should promote the 
energy efficiency first principle and 
energy system integration, and take into 
account the increased interlinkages 
between gas, electricity and heat networks 
as well as local heating and cooling plans.

Or. en

Amendment 251
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias
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Proposal for a directive
Recital 109

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(109) Transmission system operators play 
an important role in ensuring cost effective 
investments in gas networks. For an 
optimised planning across energy carriers 
and to bridge the gap between the diverse 
national and EU-wide network planning 
approaches, additional requirements for 
consistent planning are introduced. The 
network planning should also take account 
of the increased interlinkages between 
natural gas and electricity, as well as 
hydrogen.

(109) Transmission system operators play 
an important role in ensuring cost effective 
investments in gas networks and that the 
Union’s climate and energy targets are 
met. For an optimised planning across 
energy carriers and to bridge the gap 
between the diverse national and EU-wide 
network planning approaches, additional 
requirements for consistent planning are 
introduced. The network planning should 
also take account of the increased 
interlinkages between natural gas and 
electricity, as well as hydrogen. Network 
planning must also promote transparency 
and public participation and be based on 
objective and scientific criteria. To that 
effect, transmission system operators 
should involve the public and independent 
scientific bodies (such as the European 
Scientific Advisory Board on Climate 
Change, established under Regulation 
(EU) 2021/1119) in network planning 
development. The network development 
plan should promote the energy efficiency 
first principle and energy system 
integration, and contribute to the prudent 
and rational utilisation of natural 
resources and the achievement of the 
Union’s climate and energy targets.

Or. en

Amendment 252
Claudia Gamon, Martin Hojsík, Christophe Grudler, Klemen Grošelj, Nils Torvalds

Proposal for a directive
Recital 109

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(109) Transmission system operators play 
an important role in ensuring cost effective 

(109) Transmission system operators play 
an important role in ensuring cost effective 
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investments in gas networks. For an 
optimised planning across energy carriers 
and to bridge the gap between the diverse 
national and EU-wide network planning 
approaches, additional requirements for 
consistent planning are introduced. The 
network planning should also take account 
of the increased interlinkages between 
natural gas and electricity, as well as 
hydrogen.

investments in gas networks and that the 
Union’s climate and energy targets are 
met. For an optimised planning across 
energy carriers and to bridge the gap 
between the diverse national and EU-wide 
network planning approaches, additional 
requirements for consistent planning are 
introduced. The network planning should 
also take account of the increased 
interlinkages between natural gas and 
electricity, as well as hydrogen. Network 
planning must be transparent and science 
based and allow relevant stakeholders to 
participate. To that effect, independent 
scientific bodies, such as the European 
Scientific Advisory Board on Climate 
Change, established under Regulation 
(EU) 2021/1119 should be empowered to 
give advice in network planning 
development. The network development 
plan should integrate energy systems and 
prioritise according to end uses and 
promote energy system integration, and 
contribute to the prudent and rational 
utilisation of natural resources and the 
achievement of the Union’s climate and 
energy targets.

Or. en

Justification

Amendment necessary for pressing reasons relating to the internal logic of the text.

Amendment 253
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 109

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(109) Transmission system operators 
play an important role in ensuring cost 
effective investments in gas networks. For 
an optimised planning across energy 

(109) For an optimised planning across 
energy carriers and to bridge the gap 
between the diverse national and EU-wide 
network planning approaches, additional 
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carriers and to bridge the gap between the 
diverse national and EU-wide network 
planning approaches, additional 
requirements for consistent planning are 
introduced. The network planning should 
also take account of the increased 
interlinkages between natural gas and 
electricity, as well as hydrogen.

requirements for consistent planning are 
introduced. The network planning should 
also take account of the increased 
interlinkages between natural gas and 
electricity, as well as hydrogen, the need to 
phase-out fossil gas by 2035, and the 
Union’s energy and climate obligations. 
For this reason, a net zero infrastructure 
planning obligation is introduced, which 
shall replace ten-year network 
development plans developed by 
transmission system operators. The net 
zero infrastructure plan shall be prepared 
by the national regulator, to avoid 
conflicts of interest inherent to industry-
led planning, and it shall cover at least 
electricity, natural gas, heat and 
hydrogen. 

Or. en

Amendment 254
Claudia Gamon, Martin Hojsík, Christophe Grudler, Klemen Grošelj, Emma Wiesner

Proposal for a directive
Recital 110

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(110) When developing the network 
development plan, it is important that 
infrastructure operators take the energy 
efficiency first principle16 into account, in 
particular, the expected consumption used 
for the joint scenario development.

(110) When developing the network 
development plan, it is important that 
infrastructure operators take the energy 
efficiency first principle16 into account, in 
particular, the expected consumption used 
for the joint scenario development, the 
prioritisation of demand-side solutions 
whenever they are more cost-effective 
than investments in infrastructure, and 
the direct electrification of end-use 
sectors.

_________________ _________________
16 Commission Recommendation of 
28.9/2021 on Energy Efficiency First: from 
principles to practice. Guidelines and 
examples for its implementation in 
decision-making in the energy sector and 

16 Commission Recommendation of 
28.9/2021 on Energy Efficiency First: from 
principles to practice. Guidelines and 
examples for its implementation in 
decision-making in the energy sector and 
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beyond, COM (2021) 7014 final beyond, COM (2021) 7014 final

Or. en

Justification

Amendment necessary for pressing reasons relating to the internal logic of the text.

Amendment 255
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 110

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(110) When developing the network 
development plan, it is important that 
infrastructure operators take the energy 
efficiency first principle16 into account, in 
particular, the expected consumption used 
for the joint scenario development.

(110) When developing the network 
development plan, it is important that 
infrastructure operators take the energy 
efficiency first principle into account, in 
particular, the expected consumption used 
for the joint scenario development, the 
prioritisation of demand-side solutions 
whenever they are more cost-effective 
than investments in infrastructure, and 
the direct electrification of end-use 
sectors.

_________________
16 Commission Recommendation of 
28.9/2021 on Energy Efficiency First: from 
principles to practice. Guidelines and 
examples for its implementation in 
decision-making in the energy sector and 
beyond, COM (2021) 7014 final

Or. en

Amendment 256
Jerzy Buzek, Gheorghe Falcă, Franc Bogovič, Sara Skyttedal, Angelika Niebler, 
Cristian-Silviu Buşoi, Maria da Graça Carvalho

Proposal for a directive
Recital 110
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(110) When developing the network 
development plan, it is important that 
infrastructure operators take the energy 
efficiency first principle16 into account, in 
particular, the expected consumption used 
for the joint scenario development.

(110) When developing the network 
development plan, it is important that 
infrastructure operators take the energy 
efficiency first and system efficiency 
principles16 into account, in particular, the 
expected consumption used for the joint 
scenario development.

_________________ _________________
16 Commission Recommendation of 
28.9/2021 on Energy Efficiency First: from 
principles to practice. Guidelines and 
examples for its implementation in 
decision-making in the energy sector and 
beyond, COM (2021) 7014 final

16 Commission Recommendation of 
28.9/2021 on Energy Efficiency First: from 
principles to practice. Guidelines and 
examples for its implementation in 
decision-making in the energy sector and 
beyond, COM (2021) 7014 final

Or. en

Amendment 257
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 110

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(110) When developing the network 
development plan, it is important that 
infrastructure operators take the energy 
efficiency first principle16 into account, in 
particular, the expected consumption used 
for the joint scenario development.

(110) When developing the net zero 
infrastructure plan, it is important that 
infrastructure regulators take the energy 
efficiency first principle16 into account, in 
particular, the expected consumption used 
for the joint scenario development.

_________________ _________________
16 Commission Recommendation of 
28.9/2021 on Energy Efficiency First: from 
principles to practice. Guidelines and 
examples for its implementation in 
decision-making in the energy sector and 
beyond, COM (2021) 7014 final

16 Commission Recommendation of 
28.9/2021 on Energy Efficiency First: from 
principles to practice. Guidelines and 
examples for its implementation in 
decision-making in the energy sector and 
beyond, COM (2021) 7014 final

Or. en
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Amendment 258
Angelika Niebler, Markus Pieper, Christian Ehler, Hildegard Bentele

Proposal for a directive
Recital 110

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(110) When developing the network 
development plan, it is important that 
infrastructure operators take the energy 
efficiency first principle16 into account, in 
particular, the expected consumption used 
for the joint scenario development.

(110) When developing the network 
development plan, it is important that 
system operators take the energy efficiency 
first principle16 into account, in particular, 
the expected consumption used for the 
scenario development.

_________________ _________________
16 Commission Recommendation of 
28.9/2021 on Energy Efficiency First: from 
principles to practice. Guidelines and 
examples for its implementation in 
decision-making in the energy sector and 
beyond, COM (2021) 7014 final

16 Commission Recommendation of 
28.9/2021 on Energy Efficiency First: from 
principles to practice. Guidelines and 
examples for its implementation in 
decision-making in the energy sector and 
beyond, COM (2021) 7014 final

Or. en

Amendment 259
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 111

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(111) The energy system integration 
strategy points out the importance of the 
coordinated planning and operation of the 
energy system in achieving the 
decarbonisation objectives. Therefore it is 
necessary to draw up a network 
development plan based on a joint scenario 
developed on a cross-sectoral basis. While 
still keeping separate sectorial plans, 
infrastructure operators should work 
towards a higher level of integration 
taking into account system needs beyond 
specific energy carriers.

(111) The energy system integration 
strategy points out the importance of the 
coordinated planning and operation of the 
energy system in achieving the 
decarbonisation objectives. Therefore it is 
necessary to draw up a net zero 
infrastructure plan based on a joint 
scenario developed on across-sectoral 
basis. The net zero infrastructure plan 
shall be consistent with the principle of 
energy system integration, as that term is 
applied in Commission Communication 
COM (2020) 299 final and the European 
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Parliament resolution of 19 May 2021 on 
a European strategy for energy system 
integration (2020/2241(INI)).

Or. en

Amendment 260
Jens Geier

Proposal for a directive
Recital 111

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(111) The energy system integration 
strategy points out the importance of the 
coordinated planning and operation of the 
energy system in achieving the 
decarbonisation objectives. Therefore it is 
necessary to draw up a network 
development plan based on a joint scenario 
developed on a cross-sectoral basis. While 
still keeping separate sectorial plans, 
infrastructure operators should work 
towards a higher level of integration taking 
into account system needs beyond specific 
energy carriers.

(111) The energy system integration 
strategy points out the importance of the 
coordinated planning and operation of the 
energy system in achieving the 
decarbonisation objectives. Therefore it is 
necessary to draw up a network 
development plan based on a joint scenario 
developed on a cross-sectoral basis. While 
still keeping separate sectorial plans for 
natural gas and hydrogen on the one 
hand and electricity on the other hand, 
infrastructure operators should work 
towards a higher level of integration taking 
into account system needs beyond specific 
energy carriers.

Or. en

Amendment 261
Angelika Niebler, Markus Pieper, Christian Ehler, Hildegard Bentele

Proposal for a directive
Recital 111

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(111) The energy system integration 
strategy points out the importance of the 
coordinated planning and operation of the 
energy system in achieving the 
decarbonisation objectives. Therefore it is 

(111) The energy system integration 
strategy points out the importance of the 
coordinated planning and operation of the 
energy system in achieving the 
decarbonisation objectives. Therefore it is 
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necessary to draw up a network 
development plan based on a joint 
scenario developed on a cross-sectoral 
basis. While still keeping separate sectorial 
plans, infrastructure operators should work 
towards a higher level of integration taking 
into account system needs beyond specific 
energy carriers.

necessary to draw up a network 
development plan the basis of an efficient 
of an efficient and coordinated approach 
between sectors. While still keeping 
separate sectorial plans, infrastructure 
operators should work towards a higher 
level of integration taking into account 
system needs beyond specific energy 
carriers.

Or. en

Amendment 262
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 112

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(112) Network development plans are an 
important element to identify infrastructure 
gaps and provide information on 
infrastructure that either needs to be built 
or that can be decommissioned and could 
be used for other purposes, such as 
hydrogen transport. This is true 
irrespective of the unbundling model 
chosen for the network operators.

(112) Net zero infrastructure plans are an 
important element to identify infrastructure 
gaps and overcapacities and provide 
information on infrastructure that either 
needs to be built or that can be 
decommissioned and could be used for 
other purposes, such as hydrogen transport. 
This is true irrespective of the unbundling 
model chosen for the network operators.

Or. en

Amendment 263
Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Recital 112

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(112) Network development plans are an 
important element to identify infrastructure 
gaps and provide information on 
infrastructure that either needs to be built 

(112) Network development plans are an 
important element to identify infrastructure 
gaps and provide information on 
infrastructure that needs to be built or that 
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or that can be decommissioned and could 
be used for other purposes, such as 
hydrogen transport. This is true 
irrespective of the unbundling model 
chosen for the network operators.

can be decommissioned or that could be 
used for other purposes, such as hydrogen 
transport. This is true irrespective of the 
unbundling model chosen for the network 
operators.

Or. en

Amendment 264
Jens Geier

Proposal for a directive
Recital 113

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(113) Providing information on 
infrastructure that can be decommissioned 
within the network development plan may 
mean either leaving the infrastructure 
unused, dismantling it or using it for other 
purposes, such as hydrogen transport. The 
objective of this increased transparency on 
infrastructure takes into account that 
repurposed infrastructure is comparatively 
cheaper than newly built infrastructure and 
hence should enable a cost effective 
transition.

(113) Providing information on 
infrastructure that can be decommissioned 
or repurposed within the network 
development plan may mean either leaving 
the infrastructure unused, dismantling it or 
using it for other purposes, such as 
hydrogen transport. The objective of this 
increased transparency on infrastructure 
takes into account that repurposed 
infrastructure is comparatively cheaper 
than newly built infrastructure and hence 
should enable a cost effective transition. 
Therefore, a joint network development 
plan of transmission system operators and 
hydrogen network operators should 
support the synergies between the natural 
gas and hydrogen networks and, by that, 
lead the way to a faster and more cost-
efficient development of the hydrogen 
infrastructure.

Or. en

Amendment 265
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 113
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(113) Providing information on 
infrastructure that can be decommissioned 
within the network development plan may 
mean either leaving the infrastructure 
unused, dismantling it or using it for other 
purposes, such as hydrogen transport. The 
objective of this increased transparency on 
infrastructure takes into account that 
repurposed infrastructure is comparatively 
cheaper than newly built infrastructure and 
hence should enable a cost effective 
transition.

(113) Providing information on 
infrastructure that can be decommissioned 
within the net zero infrastructure plan 
may mean either leaving the infrastructure 
unused, dismantling it or using it for other 
purposes, such as hydrogen transport. The 
objective of this increased transparency on 
infrastructure takes into account that 
repurposed infrastructure is comparatively 
cheaper than newly built infrastructure – 
which does not necessarily mean that it 
ensures overall cost effectiveness of the 
energy system.

Or. en

Amendment 266
Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Recital 113

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(113) Providing information on 
infrastructure that can be decommissioned 
within the network development plan may 
mean either leaving the infrastructure 
unused, dismantling it or using it for other 
purposes, such as hydrogen transport. The 
objective of this increased transparency on 
infrastructure takes into account that 
repurposed infrastructure is comparatively 
cheaper than newly built infrastructure and 
hence should enable a cost effective 
transition.

(113) Providing information on 
infrastructure that can be decommissioned 
or repurposed within the network 
development plan may mean either leaving 
the infrastructure unused, dismantling it or 
using it for other purposes, such as 
hydrogen transport. The objective of this 
increased transparency on infrastructure 
takes into account that repurposed 
infrastructure is comparatively cheaper 
than newly built infrastructure and hence 
should enable a practicable and cost 
effective transition.

Or. en

Amendment 267
Claudia Gamon, Martin Hojsík, Christophe Grudler, Klemen Grošelj, Emma Wiesner
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Proposal for a directive
Recital 113 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(113 a)Member States should introduce 
network development plans for 
distribution systems. These plans should 
support the regulatory authority in 
determining the need for expansion, 
upgrades or decommissioning of the 
network. These plans should in particular 
lay down a pathway that demonstrates the 
decommissioning of the gas networks for 
low temperature heating, such as the 
residential buildings sector, aiming at 
priority use for hydrogen for hard to abate 
sectors and to phase out the use of gas in 
the heating sector. These plans should be 
prepared following a process that is 
transparent and open to public 
consultation. The final plans should be 
made publicly available. The plans should 
be based on realistic and objective data on 
the foreseen demand and supply of gases 
and contribute to the achievement of the 
Union’s energy and climate targets. The 
network development plans for 
distribution systems should promote the 
energy efficiency first principle, energy 
system integration and energy storage and 
take into account the increased links 
between gas, electricity and heat networks 
as well as local heating and cooling plans.

Or. en

Justification

Amendment necessary for pressing reasons relating to the internal logic of the text.

Amendment 268
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
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Recital 114

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(114) In Member States where a 
hydrogen network will be developed, 
reporting on the development of hydrogen 
infrastructure should ensure that the 
construction of a hydrogen system is 
based on a realistic and forward-looking 
demand projections including potential 
needs from the perspective of the 
electricity system. If Member States decide 
to allow for dedicated charges as a means 
of co-funding new hydrogen 
infrastructure, the report should support 
the regulatory authority in its assessment 
of these charges. The report should be 
submitted to the regulatory authority on a 
regular basis to be decided by the 
regulatory authority. In light of the ramp-
up character of the hydrogen market, a 
disproportionate and continuous 
sequencing of the reporting obligation 
should however be avoided.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

Deletion to reflect changes proposed in the corresponding articles

Amendment 269
Jens Geier

Proposal for a directive
Recital 114

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(114) In Member States where a 
hydrogen network will be developed, 
reporting on the development of hydrogen 
infrastructure should ensure that the 
construction of a hydrogen system is based 
on a realistic and forward-looking demand 
projections including potential needs from 

(114) In Member States where a 
hydrogen network will be developed, the 
network development plan hydrogen 
infrastructure should ensure that the 
construction of a hydrogen system is based 
on a realistic and forward-looking demand 
projections including potential needs from 
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the perspective of the electricity system. If 
Member States decide to allow for 
dedicated charges as a means of co-funding 
new hydrogen infrastructure, the report 
should support the regulatory authority in 
its assessment of these charges. The report 
should be submitted to the regulatory 
authority on a regular basis to be decided 
by the regulatory authority. In light of the 
ramp-up character of the hydrogen 
market, a disproportionate and 
continuous sequencing of the reporting 
obligation should however be avoided.

the perspective of the electricity system. If 
Member States decide to allow for 
dedicated charges as a means of co-funding 
new hydrogen infrastructure, the network 
development plan should support the 
regulatory authority in its assessment of 
these charges.

Or. en

Amendment 270
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 115

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(115) Information contained in the 
network development plan should enable a 
forecast on the impacts on tariffs based on 
planning and decommissioning affecting 
the regulated asset base as mentioned in 
Article 51 of this Directive.

(115) Information contained in the net 
zero infrastructure plan should enable a 
forecast and regulation of the impacts on 
tariffs based on planning and 
decommissioning affecting the regulated 
asset base as mentioned in Article 51 of 
this Directive.

Or. en

Amendment 271
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 117

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(117) In contrast to electricity, the role of (117) In contrast to electricity, the role of 
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natural gas is expected to decrease, which 
also affects the demand for infrastructure 
investments. The network development 
plan therefore needs to balance competition 
concerns and avoid stranded assets. 
Consequently, ownership unbundled 
transmission system operators should not 
be covered by Article 51 (7).

natural gas is expected to decrease and 
phase-out by 2035 which also affects the 
decreasing demand for infrastructure 
investments as well as future network 
tariff setting. The net zero infrastructure 
plan therefore needs to launch the 
managed phase down of the gas grid, 
balance competition concerns and avoid 
stranded assets. Any gas operators taking 
investments now should bear the 
consequences of the investment. 

Or. en

Amendment 272
Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Recital 117

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(117) In contrast to electricity, the role of 
natural gas is expected to decrease, which 
also affects the demand for infrastructure 
investments. The network development 
plan therefore needs to balance competition 
concerns and avoid stranded assets. 
Consequently, ownership unbundled 
transmission system operators should not 
be covered by Article 51 (7).

(117) In contrast to electricity, the role of 
natural gas is expected to gradually 
decrease, which also affects the demand for 
infrastructure investments. The network 
development plan therefore needs to 
balance competition concerns and avoid 
stranded assets.

Or. en

Amendment 273
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 117 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(117 a) Distribution system 
operators should prepare network 
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development plans in order to support the 
regulatory authority in developing its 
integrated net zero infrastructure plan, in 
determining whether to expand, upgrade, 
or decommission networks, and to ensure 
the achievement of a fossil gas phase-out 
by 2035 and the Union’s climate and 
energy obligations. The distribution 
network development planning process 
should be transparent and open to the 
public, and the draft and final plans 
should be made publicly available. The 
plans should also be based on objective 
information, promote integrated energy 
systems, and abide by the energy 
efficiency first principle. These plans 
should also incorporate and be based on 
local heat and building stock planning 
and on available renewable energy 
mapping and planning.

Or. en

Amendment 274
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 119

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(119) It is necessary to progress towards 
interconnected hydrogen markets in the 
Union and thereby facilitate investments 
in cross-border hydrogen infrastructure. 
Under the regulated third-party access 
regime, in the absence of cross-border 
transportation tariffs after 31 December 
2030 a system of financial compensation 
should provide financial incentives for 
market participants to develop cross-
border interconnectors.

deleted

Or. en
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Amendment 275
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 119

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(119) It is necessary to progress towards 
interconnected hydrogen markets in the 
Union and thereby facilitate investments 
in cross-border hydrogen infrastructure. 
Under the regulated third-party access 
regime, in the absence of cross-border 
transportation tariffs after 31 December 
2030 a system of financial compensation 
should provide financial incentives for 
market participants to develop cross-
border interconnectors.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

Deletion for consistency with changes on relevant articles

Amendment 276
Grzegorz Tobiszowski
on behalf of the ECR Group
Beata Szydło, Zdzisław Krasnodębski, Karol Karski, Jadwiga Wiśniewska, Anna 
Zalewska, Jacek Saryusz-Wolski, Elżbieta Kruk

Proposal for a directive
Recital 119

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(119) It is necessary to progress towards 
interconnected hydrogen markets in the 
Union and thereby facilitate investments in 
cross-border hydrogen infrastructure. 
Under the regulated third-party access 
regime, in the absence of cross-border 
transportation tariffs after 31 December 
2030 a system of financial compensation 
should provide financial incentives for 

(119) It is necessary to progress towards 
interconnected hydrogen markets in the 
Union and thereby facilitate investments in 
cross-border hydrogen infrastructure. 
Under the regulated third-party access 
regime, a system of financial incentives 
should be provided for market participants 
to develop cross-border interconnectors.
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market participants to develop cross-border 
interconnectors.

Or. en

Amendment 277
Evžen Tošenovský

Proposal for a directive
Recital 119

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(119) It is necessary to progress towards 
interconnected hydrogen markets in the 
Union and thereby facilitate investments in 
cross-border hydrogen infrastructure. 
Under the regulated third-party access 
regime, in the absence of cross-border 
transportation tariffs after 31 December 
2030 a system of financial compensation 
should provide financial incentives for 
market participants to develop cross-border 
interconnectors.

(119) It is necessary to progress towards 
interconnected hydrogen markets in the 
Union and thereby facilitate investments in 
cross-border hydrogen infrastructure. 
Under the regulated third-party access 
regime, a system of financial compensation 
should provide financial incentives for 
market participants to develop cross-border 
interconnectors.

Or. en

Amendment 278
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 121

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(121) Natural gas is mainly, and 
increasingly, imported into the Union from 
third countries. Union law should take 
account of the characteristics of natural 
gas, such as certain structural rigidities 
arising from the concentration of suppliers, 
the long-term contracts or the lack of 
downstream liquidity. Therefore, more 
transparency is needed, including in regard 

(121) Natural gas is mainly, and 
increasingly, imported into the Union from 
third countries. Union law should take 
account of the characteristics of natural 
gas, such as certain structural rigidities 
arising from the concentration of suppliers, 
the long-term contracts or the lack of 
downstream liquidity. Therefore, more 
transparency is needed, especially in regard 
to the formation of prices, both wholesale 
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to the formation of prices. and consumer ones.

Or. en

Amendment 279
Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Recital 125

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(125) Long-term contracts are an 
important part of the gas supply of Member 
States . However, they should not 
constitute a barrier to the entry of 
renewable and low carbon gases, which is 
why the duration of contracts for the 
supply of fossil gas will not be able to run 
beyond 2049. Such contracts shall always 
be in line with the objective of this 
Directive and are compatible with the 
TFEU , including the competition rules. It 
is necessary to take into account long-term 
contracts in the planning of supply and 
transport capacity of undertakings.

(125) Long-term contracts are an 
important part of the gas supply of Member 
States . However, they should not 
constitute a barrier to the entry of 
renewable and low carbon gases. Such 
contracts shall always be in line with the 
objective of this Directive and are 
compatible with the TFEU , including the 
competition rules. It is necessary to take 
into account long-term contracts in the 
planning of supply and transport capacity 
of undertakings.

Or. en

Amendment 280
Patrizia Toia

Proposal for a directive
Recital 125

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(125) Long-term contracts are an 
important part of the gas supply of Member 
States . However, they should not 
constitute a barrier to the entry of 
renewable and low carbon gases, which is 
why the duration of contracts for the 
supply of fossil gas will not be able to run 
beyond 2049. Such contracts shall always 

(125) Long-term contracts are an 
important part of the gas supply of Member 
States . However, they should not 
constitute a barrier to the entry of 
renewable and low carbon gases, which is 
why the duration of new contracts 
concluded after the entry into force of the 
directive for the supply of unabated fossil 
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be in line with the objective of this 
Directive and are compatible with the 
TFEU , including the competition rules. It 
is necessary to take into account long-term 
contracts in the planning of supply and 
transport capacity of undertakings.

gas will not be able to run beyond 2049. 
Such contracts shall always be in line with 
the objective of this Directive and are 
compatible with the TFEU , including the 
competition rules. It is necessary to take 
into account long-term contracts in the 
planning of supply and transport capacity 
of undertakings.

Or. en

Amendment 281
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 125

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(125) Long-term contracts are an 
important part of the gas supply of Member 
States . However, they should not 
constitute a barrier to the entry of 
renewable and low carbon gases, which is 
why the duration of contracts for the 
supply of fossil gas will not be able to run 
beyond 2049. Such contracts shall always 
be in line with the objective of this 
Directive and are compatible with the 
TFEU , including the competition rules. It 
is necessary to take into account long-term 
contracts in the planning of supply and 
transport capacity of undertakings.

(125) Long-term contracts are an 
important part of the gas supply of Member 
States . However, they should not 
constitute a barrier to the entry of 
renewable gases and switching to other 
renewable sources, which is why the 
duration of contracts for the supply of 
fossil gas will not be able to run beyond 
2035. Such contracts shall always be in 
line with the objective of this Directive and 
are compatible with the TFEU , including 
the competition rules. It is necessary to 
take into account long-term contracts in the 
planning of supply and transport capacity 
of undertakings.

Or. en

Amendment 282
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 125
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(125) Long-term contracts are an 
important part of the gas supply of Member 
States . However, they should not 
constitute a barrier to the entry of 
renewable and low carbon gases, which is 
why the duration of contracts for the 
supply of fossil gas will not be able to run 
beyond 2049. Such contracts shall always 
be in line with the objective of this 
Directive and are compatible with the 
TFEU , including the competition rules. It 
is necessary to take into account long-term 
contracts in the planning of supply and 
transport capacity of undertakings.

(125) Long-term contracts are an 
important part of the gas supply of Member 
States . However, they should not 
constitute a barrier to the entry of 
renewable and low carbon gases, which is 
why the duration of contracts for the 
supply of fossil gas will not be able to run 
beyond 2035. Such contracts shall always 
be in line with the objective of this 
Directive and are compatible with the 
TFEU , including the competition rules. It 
is necessary to take into account long-term 
contracts in the planning of supply and 
transport capacity of undertakings.

Or. en

Amendment 283
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 127

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(127) Respect for the public service 
requirements is a fundamental requirement 
of this Directive, and it is important that 
common minimum standards, respected by 
all Member States, are specified in this 
Directive, which take into account the 
objectives of common protection, security 
of supply, environmental protection and 
equivalent levels of competition in all 
Member States. It is important that the 
public service requirements can be 
interpreted on a national basis, taking into 
account national circumstances and subject 
to the respect of Union law.

(127) Respect for the public service 
requirements is a fundamental requirement 
of this Directive, and it is important that 
common minimum standards, respected by 
all Member States, are specified in this 
Directive, which take into account the 
objectives of common protection, tackling 
energy poverty, price monitoring, security 
of supply, environmental protection and 
equivalent levels of competition in all 
Member States. It is important that the 
public service requirements can be 
interpreted on a national basis, taking into 
account national circumstances and subject 
to the respect of Union law.

Or. en
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Amendment 284
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 132

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(132) In order to contribute to security of 
supply whilst maintaining a spirit of 
solidarity between Member States, notably 
in the event of an energy supply crisis, it is 
important to provide for a framework for 
regional cooperation in a spirit of 
solidarity. Such cooperation may rely, if 
Member States so decide, first and 
foremost on market-based mechanisms. 
Cooperation for the promotion of regional 
and bilateral solidarity should not impose a 
disproportionate burden on or discriminate 
between market participants.

(132) In order to contribute to security of 
supply whilst maintaining a spirit of 
solidarity between Member States, notably 
in the event of an energy supply crisis, it is 
important to provide for a framework for 
regional cooperation in a spirit of 
solidarity. Such cooperation may rely, if 
Member States so decide, on market-based 
mechanisms. Cooperation for the 
promotion of regional and bilateral 
solidarity should not impose a 
disproportionate burden on or discriminate 
between market participants.

Or. en

Amendment 285
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 137

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(137) The regulatory authorities should 
also provide information on the market to 
permit the Commission to exercise its role 
of observing and monitoring the internal 
market in natural gas and its short, medium 
and long-term evolution, including aspects 
such as supply and demand, transmission 
and distribution infrastructure, quality of 
service, cross-border trade, congestion 
management, investments, wholesale and 
consumer prices, market liquidity and 
environmental and efficiency 
improvements. Regulatory authorities 
should report to the competition authorities 
and the Commission those Member States 

(137) The regulatory authorities should 
also provide information on the market to 
permit the Commission to exercise its role 
of observing and monitoring the internal 
market in natural gas and its short, medium 
and long-term evolution, including aspects 
such as supply and demand, transmission 
and distribution infrastructure, quality of 
service, cross-border trade, congestion 
management, investments, wholesale and 
consumer prices, market liquidity and 
environmental and efficiency 
improvements. Regulatory authorities 
should report to the competition authorities 
and the Commission those Member States 
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in which prices impair competition and 
proper functioning of the market.

in which prices negatively affect 
consumers.

Or. en

Amendment 286
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 143

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(143) In order to provide the minimum 
degree of harmonisation required to 
achieve the aim of this Directive, the 
power to adopt acts in accordance with 
Article 290 TFEU should be delegated to 
the Commission in respect of non-essential 
elements of certain specific areas which are 
fundamental for achieving the objectives of 
this Directive. It is of particular importance 
that the Commission carries out 
appropriate consultations during its 
preparatory work, including at expert level, 
and that those consultations be conducted 
in accordance with the principles laid down 
in the Interinstitutional Agreement of 13 
April 2016 on Better Law-Making20 . In 
particular, to ensure equal participation in 
the preparation of delegated acts, the 
European Parliament and the Council 
receive all documents at the same time as 
Member States' experts, and their experts 
systematically have access to meetings of 
Commission expert groups dealing with the 
preparation of the delegated acts.

(143) In order to provide the minimum 
degree of harmonisation required to 
achieve the aim of this Directive, the 
power to adopt acts in accordance with 
Article 290 TFEU should be delegated to 
the Commission in respect of non-essential 
elements of certain specific areas which are 
fundamental for achieving the objectives of 
this Directive. It is of particular importance 
that the Commission carries out 
appropriate consultations during its 
preparatory work, including at expert level 
and with the public, and that those 
consultations be conducted in accordance 
with the principles laid down in the 
Interinstitutional Agreement of 13 April 
2016 on Better Law-Making20 . In 
particular, to ensure equal participation in 
the preparation of delegated acts, the 
public, the European Parliament and the 
Council receive all documents at the same 
time as Member States' experts and the 
public, and their experts systematically 
have access to meetings of Commission 
expert groups dealing with the preparation 
of the delegated acts. The Commission 
should also ensure that the public has 
access to all documents and other 
information submitted to the Commission 
in connection with its adoption of the 
delegated act.

_________________ _________________
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Or. en

Amendment 287
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Recital 143

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(143) In order to provide the minimum 
degree of harmonisation required to 
achieve the aim of this Directive, the 
power to adopt acts in accordance with 
Article 290 TFEU should be delegated to 
the Commission in respect of non-essential 
elements of certain specific areas which are 
fundamental for achieving the objectives of 
this Directive. It is of particular importance 
that the Commission carries out 
appropriate consultations during its 
preparatory work, including at expert level, 
and that those consultations be conducted 
in accordance with the principles laid down 
in the Interinstitutional Agreement of 13 
April 2016 on Better Law-Making20 . In 
particular, to ensure equal participation in 
the preparation of delegated acts, the 
European Parliament and the Council 
receive all documents at the same time as 
Member States' experts, and their experts 
systematically have access to meetings of 
Commission expert groups dealing with the 
preparation of the delegated acts.

(143) In order to provide the minimum 
degree of harmonisation required to 
achieve the aim of this Directive, the 
power to adopt acts in accordance with 
Article 290 TFEU should be delegated to 
the Commission in respect of non-essential 
elements of certain specific areas which are 
fundamental for achieving the objectives of 
this Directive. It is of particular importance 
that the Commission carries out 
appropriate consultations during its 
preparatory work, including at expert level 
and with the public, and that those 
consultations be conducted in accordance 
with the principles laid down in the 
Interinstitutional Agreement of 13 April 
2016 on Better Law-Making. In particular, 
to ensure equal participation in the 
preparation of delegated acts, the public, 
the European Parliament and the Council 
receive all documents at the same time as 
Member States' experts, and their experts 
and the public systematically have access 
to meetings of Commission expert groups 
dealing with the preparation of the 
delegated acts. The Commission should 
also ensure that the public has access to 
all documents and other information 
submitted to the Commission in 
connection with its adoption of the 
delegated act.

_________________
20 OJ L 123, 12.5.2016, p. 1.
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Or. en

Amendment 288
Claudia Gamon, Martin Hojsík, Christophe Grudler, Klemen Grošelj, Emma Wiesner, 
Nils Torvalds

Proposal for a directive
Recital 143

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(143) In order to provide the minimum 
degree of harmonisation required to 
achieve the aim of this Directive, the 
power to adopt acts in accordance with 
Article 290 TFEU should be delegated to 
the Commission in respect of non-essential 
elements of certain specific areas which are 
fundamental for achieving the objectives of 
this Directive. It is of particular importance 
that the Commission carries out 
appropriate consultations during its 
preparatory work, including at expert level, 
and that those consultations be conducted 
in accordance with the principles laid down 
in the Interinstitutional Agreement of 13 
April 2016 on Better Law-Making20 . In 
particular, to ensure equal participation in 
the preparation of delegated acts, the 
European Parliament and the Council 
receive all documents at the same time as 
Member States' experts, and their experts 
systematically have access to meetings of 
Commission expert groups dealing with the 
preparation of the delegated acts.

(143) In order to provide the minimum 
degree of harmonisation required to 
achieve the aim of this Directive, the 
power to adopt acts in accordance with 
Article 290 TFEU should be delegated to 
the Commission in respect of non-essential 
elements of certain specific areas which are 
fundamental for achieving the objectives of 
this Directive. It is of particular importance 
that the Commission carries out 
appropriate consultations during its 
preparatory work, including at expert level, 
and that those consultations be conducted 
in accordance with the principles laid down 
in the Interinstitutional Agreement of 13 
April 2016 on Better Law-Making. In 
particular, to ensure equal participation in 
the preparation of delegated acts, the 
European Parliament and the Council 
receive all documents at the same time as 
Member States' experts, and their experts 
systematically have access to meetings of 
Commission expert groups dealing with the 
preparation of the delegated acts. The 
Commission should ensure that all 
documents and other information 
submitted to the Commission in 
connection with its adoption of the 
delegated act are publicly available.

_________________
20 OJ L 123, 12.5.2016, p. 1.

Or. en
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Justification

Amendment necessary for pressing reasons relating to the internal logic of the text.

Amendment 289
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph -1 (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

-1. This Directive establishes a 
common framework for the phase out of 
natural gas supply by 2035 at the latest 
and for the decommissioning of related 
infrastructure assets. To this end the rules 
established by this Directive promote the 
energy efficiency first principle, further 
energy system integration, contribute to 
the prudent and rational utilisation of 
natural resources, to the achievement of 
the Union’s climate and energy targets, 
provide for fair attributions of costs and 
benefits as well as for clear identification 
of roles and responsibilities among 
market participants.

Or. en

Justification

Greens/EFA is calling for a highly energy efficient and fully renewable based energy system 
by 2035 at the latest as the only scenario compatible with the achievement of the Paris 
Agreement. The technological and economical feasibility of this call is supported by various 
studies including the modelling developed by the Lappeenranta-Lahti University of 
Technology (LUT, Finland), commissioned by the Greens/EFA. The full study is to be 
published in September 2022.

Amendment 290
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
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Article 1 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. This Directive establishes common 
rules for the transmission, distribution, 
supply and storage of gases within the 
meaning of Article 2, point (2) using the 
natural gas system defined in point (3) of 
that Article . It lays down the rules relating 
to the organisation and functioning of that 
sector, access to the market, the criteria and 
procedures applicable to the granting of 
authorisations for transmission, 
distribution, supply and storage of gases 
using the natural gas system and the 
operation of systems.

1. This Directive establishes common 
rules for the transmission, distribution, 
supply and storage of gases within the 
meaning of Article 2, point (2) using the 
natural gas system defined in point (3) of 
that Article, together with consumer 
protection provisions, with a view to 
creating truly integrated, competitive, 
consumer centred, flexible, fair, 
transparent and non-discriminatory 
markets for gases in the Union. It lays 
down the rules relating to the organisation 
and functioning of that sector, access to the 
market, the criteria and procedures 
applicable to the granting of authorisations 
for transmission, distribution, supply and 
storage of gases using the natural gas 
system and the operation of systems.

Or. en

Justification

The amendment is inextricably linked to other admissible amendments in the articles related 
to consumer empowerment.

Amendment 291
Andreas Glück, Nicola Beer, Klemen Grošelj, Susana Solís Pérez

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. This Directive establishes common 
rules for the transmission, distribution, 
supply and storage of gases within the 
meaning of Article 2, point (2) using the 
natural gas system defined in point (3) of 
that Article . It lays down the rules relating 
to the organisation and functioning of that 
sector, access to the market, the criteria 
and procedures applicable to the granting 

1. This Directive establishes common 
rules for the transmission, distribution, 
supply and storage of gases within the 
meaning of Article 2, point (3) using the 
natural gas and hydrogen systems defined 
in point (4) and (5) of that Article . It lays 
down the rules relating to the organisation 
and functioning of these sectors, access to 
the market, the criteria and procedures 
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of authorisations for transmission, 
distribution, supply and storage of gases 
using the natural gas system and the 
operation of systems.

applicable to the granting of authorisations 
for transmission, distribution, supply and 
storage of gases using the natural gas and 
hydrogen systems and the operation of 
systems.

Or. en

Justification

In order to be future proof, this Directive should create a regulatory framework that is 
applicable to both natural gas and hydrogen systems.

Amendment 292
Jerzy Buzek, Gheorghe Falcă, Franc Bogovič, Sara Skyttedal, Angelika Niebler, 
Cristian-Silviu Buşoi, Maria da Graça Carvalho, Christian Ehler

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1 a. The rules for natural gas, 
including LNG, established by this 
Directive shall also apply in a non-
discriminatory way to biogas, biomethane 
and gas from biomass or other types of 
gas, insofar as such gases can technically 
and safely be injected into, and 
transported through, the natural gas 
system. The rules for natural gas 
established by this Directive also apply to 
hydrogen insofar as it is injected into the 
natural gas system.

Or. en

Amendment 293
András Gyürk, Ernő Schaller-Baross

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 2
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. This Directive establishes rules for 
the transport, supply and storage of 
natural gas and the transition of the 
natural gas system to a system based on 
renewable and low-carbon gases.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

Articles 1.2 and 1.4 should be rather placed among the Recitals.

Amendment 294
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. This Directive establishes rules for 
the transport, supply and storage of natural 
gas and the transition of the natural gas 
system to a system based on renewable 
and low-carbon gases.

2. This Directive establishes rules for 
the transport, supply and storage of natural 
gas and the transition, including 
decommissioning, of the natural gas 
system towards an integrated highly 
efficient energy system based on 
renewable energy sources, most notably 
electricity, followed by sustainable 
renewable gases and RFNBOs for those 
applications that cannot be electrified by 
renewables.

Or. en

Amendment 295
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment
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2. This Directive establishes rules for 
the transport, supply and storage of natural 
gas and the transition of the natural gas 
system to a system based on renewable 
and low-carbon gases.

2. This Directive establishes rules for 
the transport, supply and storage of natural 
gas and the transition of the natural gas 
system to an integrated system based on 
the energy efficiency first principle and 
incorporating renewable gases.

Or. en

Amendment 296
Claudia Gamon, Martin Hojsík, Christophe Grudler, Klemen Grošelj, Emma Wiesner

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. This Directive establishes rules for 
the transport, supply and storage of natural 
gas and the transition of the natural gas 
system to a system based on renewable and 
low-carbon gases.

2. This Directive establishes rules for 
the transport, supply and storage of natural 
gas and the transition of the natural gas 
system to an integrated system based on 
renewable and low-carbon gases.

Or. en

Justification

Amendment necessary for pressing reasons relating to the internal logic of the text.

Amendment 297
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. This Directive establishes common 
rules for the transport, supply and storage 
of hydrogen using the hydrogen system. It 
lays down the rules relating to the 
organisation and functioning of this sector, 
access to the market, the criteria and 
procedures applicable to the granting of 

3. This Directive establishes common 
rules for the transport, supply and storage 
of renewable hydrogen using the hydrogen 
system. It lays down the rules relating to 
the organisation and functioning of this 
sector, access to the market, the criteria and 
procedures applicable to the granting of 
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authorisations for networks, supply and 
storage of hydrogen and the operation of 
systems.

authorisations for networks, supply and 
storage of hydrogen and the operation of 
systems.

(This amendment replacing 'Hydrogen' 
with 'renewable hydrogen' applies 
throughout the text)

Or. en

Justification

Greens/EFA is calling for a highly energy efficient and fully renewable based energy system 
by 2035 at the latest as the only scenario compatible with the achievement of the Paris 
Agreement. The technological and economical feasibility of this call is supported by various 
studies including the modelling developed by the Lappeenranta-Lahti University of 
Technology (LUT, Finland), commissioned by the Greens/EFA. The full study is to be 
published in September 2022. Therefore there is only room for renewable hydrogen.

Amendment 298
András Gyürk, Ernő Schaller-Baross

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. This Directive establishes rules for 
the progressive establishment of a Union-
wide interconnected hydrogen system 
contributing to the reduction of net 
greenhouse gas emissions of difficult to 
decarbonise sectors and thereby 
supporting to the decarbonisation of the 
EU energy system.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

Articles 1.2 and 1.4 should be rather placed among the Recitals.

Amendment 299
Francesca Donato
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Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. This Directive establishes rules for 
the progressive establishment of a Union-
wide interconnected hydrogen system 
contributing to the reduction of net 
greenhouse gas emissions of difficult to 
decarbonise sectors and thereby supporting 
to the decarbonisation of the EU energy 
system.

4. This Directive establishes rules for 
the progressive establishment of a Union-
wide interconnected hydrogen system 
contributing to the long-term resilience of 
the electricity system and to the reduction 
of net greenhouse gas emissions of difficult 
to decarbonise sectors and thereby 
supporting to the decarbonisation of the 
EU energy system.

Or. en

Amendment 300
Angelika Winzig

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. This Directive establishes rules for 
the progressive establishment of a Union-
wide interconnected hydrogen system 
contributing to the reduction of net 
greenhouse gas emissions of difficult to 
decarbonise sectors and thereby supporting 
to the decarbonisation of the EU energy 
system.

4. This Directive establishes rules for 
the progressive establishment of a Union-
wide interconnected hydrogen system 
contributing to the reduction of net 
greenhouse gas emissions of sectors with 
the highest greenhouse gases abatement 
potential per tonne of hydrogen used and 
thereby supporting to the decarbonisation 
of the EU energy system.

Or. en

Justification

If hydrogen is made available in the EU market and supplied to sectors most in need, the 
decarbonisation of both the energy sector and industry will materialise sooner, efficiently and 
cost-competitively. Sectors will be hard to abate only in the case in which no viable and cost-
competitive fossil-free energy sources will be available on the market and supplied with the 
according priority order. Instead, should an orderly supply of hydrogen be provided for in the 
current legislation, the decarbonisation of the “hard to abate sectors” would be speeded up.
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Amendment 301
Evžen Tošenovský

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. This Directive establishes rules for 
the progressive establishment of a Union-
wide interconnected hydrogen system 
contributing to the reduction of net 
greenhouse gas emissions of difficult to 
decarbonise sectors and thereby 
supporting to the decarbonisation of the 
EU energy system.

4. This Directive establishes rules for 
the progressive establishment of a Union-
wide interconnected hydrogen system 
contributing to the reduction of net 
greenhouse gas emissions of sectors with 
the highest greenhouse gases abatement 
potential per tonne of hydrogen consumed 
supporting to the decarbonisation of the 
EU energy system.

Or. en

Amendment 302
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4 a. The rules established by this 
Directive shall promote the energy 
efficiency first principle, further energy 
system integration, contribute to the 
prudent and rational utilisation of natural 
resources, contribute to the achievement 
of the Union’s climate and energy targets, 
and enables the phase-out of fossil gas by 
2035, including an intermediate reduction 
in fossil gas final energy demand of 57% 
in buildings and industry and 69% in 
electricity generation by 2030, compared 
to2015.

Or. en

Amendment 303
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Claudia Gamon, Martin Hojsík, Emma Wiesner

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4 a. The rules established by this 
Directive shall promote energy system 
integration, contribute to the achievement 
of the Union’s climate and energy targets, 
and enables the phase-out of fossil gas by 
2035, including an intermediate reduction 
in fossil gas final energy demand of 57% 
in buildings and industry and 69% in 
electricity generation by 2030, compared 
to 2015.

Or. en

Justification

Amendment necessary for pressing reasons relating to the internal logic of the text.

Amendment 304
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point -1 (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(-1) ‘fossil gas’ means gas of fossil 
origin that primarily consist of methane;

Or. en

Amendment 305
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 1
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1) ‘natural gas’ means all gases that 
primarily consist of methane, including 
biogas and gas from biomass, in 
particular biomethane, or other types of 
gas, that can technically and safely be 
injected into, and transported through, the 
natural gas system;

(1) ‘ natural gas’ means renewable 
gases that primarily consist of methane, 
that can technically and safely be injected 
into, and transported through, the natural 
gas system;

Or. en

Amendment 306
Ivan David, Paolo Borchia, Isabella Tovaglieri

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1) ‘natural gas’ means all gases that 
primarily consist of methane, including 
biogas and gas from biomass, in 
particular biomethane, or other types of 
gas, that can technically and safely be 
injected into, and transported through, the 
natural gas system;

(1) ‘natural gas’ means all gases that 
primarily consist of methane, that can 
technically and safely be injected into, and 
transported through, the natural gas system 
according to the technical specifications 
of gas quality;

Or. en

Justification

Biomethane and natural gas are two different commodities in the European gas markets. 
Biomethane is expected, based on the REPowerEU Plan – COM(2022) 230 final, to become a 
major piece of the European energy system. This should be reflected in the legislation by not 
mixing up biomethane with natural gas in the Directive. The role of biomethane role must be 
clearly understood in the legislation. Biomethane should therefore be defined separately from 
natural gas and made more visible in the Directive.

Amendment 307
Thierry Mariani

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 1 – point a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

a) ‘Biomethane’ means a gaseous 
mixture mostly made of methane from 
biomass sources, including biogas as 
defined in Article 2(28) of 
Directive2018/2001, and that meets the 
technical specifications of gas quality for 
a safe injection into the natural gas 
system. This also includes biomethane 
from landfill gas and from sewage 
treatment plant gas.

Or. en

Amendment 308
Thierry Mariani

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 1 – point b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

b) ‘hydrogen’ means all gases that 
primarily consist of hydrogen and that 
can technically and safely be injected into 
and transported through the hydrogen 
system or the natural gas system in 
blending or. This includes ‘low-carbon 
hydrogen’ as defined in this Article, 
renewable gaseous fuels that are fuels of 
non-biological origins (‘RFNBOs’) as 
defined in Article 2(36) of Directive 
2018/2001 as well as ‘hydrogen from 
biological source’ understood as 
hydrogen of renewable origin derived 
from biomass sources as defined in 
Article 2(28) of the Directive 2018/2001.

Or. en

Amendment 309
Ivan David, Paolo Borchia, Isabella Tovaglieri

Proposal for a directive
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Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1 a) ‘biomethane’ means a gaseous 
mixture mostly made of methane from 
biomass sources, including biogas as 
defined in Article 2(28) of Directive 
2018/2001, and that meets the technical 
specifications of gas quality for a safe 
injection into and transport through the 
natural gas system. This also includes 
biomethane from landfill gas and from 
sewage treatment plant gas."

Or. en

Justification

Biomethane and natural gas are two different commodities in the European gas markets. 
Biomethane is expected, based on the REPowerEU Plan – COM(2022) 230 final, to become a 
major piece of the European energy system. This should be reflected in the legislation by not 
mixing up biomethane with natural gas in the Directive and by ensuring the role of 
biomethane role is clearly visible in the legislation. Biomethane should therefore be defined 
separately from natural gas and made more visible in the Directive.

Amendment 310
András Gyürk, Ernő Schaller-Baross

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1 a) ‘abated gas’ means natural gas the 
carbon content of which has been 
captured by using CCUS technology ;

Or. en

Justification

The proposed definition would help the integration of non-renewable low-emission gases into 
the system, as well as the application of CCUS technology and carbon dioxide transport 
technologies.
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Amendment 311
Christophe Grudler, Klemen Grošelj, Susana Solís Pérez, Andreas Glück

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1 a) 'hydrogen’ means all gases, from 
renewable or non-renewable sources, that 
primarily consist of dihydrogen;

Or. en

Amendment 312
Sara Skyttedal, Tomas Tobé

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1 a) hydrogen’ means all gases from 
renewable or non-renewable sources, that 
primarily consist of dihydrogen;

Or. en

Justification

A definition of hydrogen should be included in the Directive, to clearly differentiate between 
dihydrogen and methane.

Amendment 313
Ivan David, Paolo Borchia, Isabella Tovaglieri

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 1 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1 b) ‘hydrogen’ means all gases that 
primarily consist of hydrogen and that 
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can technically and safely be injected into 
and transported through the hydrogen 
system or the natural gas system in 
blending or. This includes ‘low-carbon 
hydrogen’ as defined in this Article, 
renewable gaseous fuels that are fuels of 
non-biological origins (‘RFNBOs’) as 
defined in Article 2(36) of Directive 
2018/2001 as well as ‘hydrogen from 
biological source’ understood as 
hydrogen of renewable origin derived 
from biomass sources as defined in 
Article 2(28) of the Directive 2018/2001.

Or. en

Justification

A clear definition of "hydrogen" should be defined in EU law. It should include non-
biological as well as biological forms of hydrogen of renewable origin.

Amendment 314
Claudia Gamon, Martin Hojsík, Klemen Grošelj, Christophe Grudler

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) ‘renewable gas’ means biogas as 
defined in Article 2, point (28) of 
Directive 2018/2001, including 
biomethane, and renewable gaseous fuels 
part of fuels of non-biological origins 
(‘RFNBOs’) as defined in Article 2, point 
(36) of that Directive’;

(2) ‘renewable gas’ means biogas 
produced from waste and residue 
feedstock as listed in Annex IX - Part A of 
Directive 2018/2001, including 
biomethane, and renewable gaseous fuels 
part of fuels of non-biological origins 
(‘RFNBOs’) as defined in Article 2, point 
(36) of that Directive, which meets a life-
cycle greenhouse gas emission reduction 
threshold of 70% compared to the fossil 
fuel comparator of 94g CO2eq/MJ set out 
in Directive (EU) 2018/2001, Annex 
V.C.19 and shall comply with 
requirements, including additionality 
requirements as addressed in the 
Commission Delegated Regulation 
supplementing Directive (EU) 2018/2001 
of the European Parliament and of the 
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Council by establishing a Union 
methodology setting out detailed rules for 
the production of renewable liquid and 
gaseous transport fuels of non-biological 
origin. Biogas produced from food and 
feed-based crops and intermediate crops, 
as defined in Article 2, point (40) of 
Directive 2018/2001, and round wood 
including veneer, pulp logs, and 
stemwood shall not be considered 
renewable gas.

Or. en

Justification

Amendment necessary for pressing reasons relating to the internal logic of the text.Updating 
the definition

Amendment 315
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) ‘renewable gas’ means biogas as 
defined in Article 2, point (28) of 
Directive 2018/2001, including 
biomethane, and renewable gaseous fuels 
part of fuels of non-biological origins 
(‘RFNBOs’) as defined in Article 2, point 
(36) of that Directive’;

(2) ‘renewable gas’ means biogas 
produced from waste and residue 
feedstock as listed in Annex IX - Part A of 
Directive 2018/2001, 
including biomethane, and renewable 
gaseous fuels part of fuels of non-
biological origins (‘RFNBOs’) as defined 
in Article 2, point (36) of that 
Directive’ which meets a life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emission reduction 
threshold of 80% compared to the fossil 
fuel comparator of 66g CO2eq/MJ1a and 
comply with requirements set out in the 
Delegated Act “establishing a Union 
methodology setting out detailed rules for 
the production of renewable liquid and 
gaseous transport fuels of non-biological 
origin” and maximum hydrogen leakage 
rates. Biogas produced from food and 
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feed-based crops and intermediate crops, 
as defined in Article 2, point (40) of 
Directive 2018/2001, and 
roundwood including veneer, pulp logs, 
and stemwood shall not be considered 
renewable gas. Renewable gases shall 
meet the maximum methane leakage 
rates, as per Annex IIA of this Directive. 
_________________
1a 66g CO2eq/MJ which is the GHG 
emission factor of natural gas (see table 
16, p23 of the JRC report: 
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repos
itory/handle/JRC104759 

Or. en

Amendment 316
Thierry Mariani

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) ‘renewable gas’ means biogas as 
defined in Article 2, point (28) of Directive 
2018/2001, including biomethane, and 
renewable gaseous fuels part of fuels of 
non-biological origins (‘RFNBOs’) as 
defined in Article 2, point (36) of that 
Directive’;

(2) ‘renewable gas’ means biogas as 
defined in Article 2, point (28) of Directive 
2018/2001,biomethane and biohydrogen;

Or. en

Amendment 317
Ivan David, Paolo Borchia, Isabella Tovaglieri

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) ‘renewable gas’ means biogas as (2) ‘renewable gas’ means biogas as 
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defined in Article 2, point (28) of Directive 
2018/2001, including biomethane, and 
renewable gaseous fuels part of fuels of 
non-biological origins (‘RFNBOs’) as 
defined in Article 2, point (36) of that 
Directive’;

defined in Article 2, point (28) of Directive 
2018/2001, biomethane, and hydrogen of 
renewable origin;

Or. en

Justification

The definition of renewable gas should be amended to include all types of hydrogen of 
renewable origin, i.e. of non-biological and biological origin.

Amendment 318
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) ‘renewable gas’ means biogas as 
defined in Article 2, point (28) of Directive 
2018/2001, including biomethane, and 
renewable gaseous fuels part of fuels of 
non-biological origins (‘RFNBOs’) as 
defined in Article 2, point (36) of that 
Directive’;

(2) ‘renewable gas’ means biogas 
produced from waste and residue 
feedstocks, as defined in Annex 9A of 
Directive (EU)2018/2001, except for 
stemwood, including biomethane, and 
renewable gaseous fuels part of fuels of 
non-biological origins(‘RFNBOs’) as 
defined in Article 2, point (36) of that 
Directive’;

Or. en

Amendment 319
Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) ‘renewable gas’ means biogas as 
defined in Article 2, point (28) of Directive 
2018/2001, including biomethane, and 

(2) ‘renewable gas’ means biogas as 
defined in Article 2, point (28) of Directive 
2018/2001, including biogas that has been 
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renewable gaseous fuels part of fuels of 
non-biological origins (‘RFNBOs’) as 
defined in Article 2, point (36) of that 
Directive’;

upgraded to biomethane, and renewable 
gaseous fuels part of fuels of non-
biological origins (‘RFNBOs’) as defined 
in Article 2, point (36) of that Directive’;

Or. en

Amendment 320
Massimiliano Salini, Antonio Tajani, Andrea Caroppo, Salvatore De Meo, Aldo 
Patriciello

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) ‘renewable gas’ means biogas as 
defined in Article 2, point (28) of Directive 
2018/2001, including biomethane, and 
renewable gaseous fuels part of fuels of 
non-biological origins (‘RFNBOs’) as 
defined in Article 2, point (36) of that 
Directive’;

(2) ‘renewable gas’ means biogas as 
defined in Article 2, point (28) of Directive 
2018/2001, including biomethane, bio-
hydrogen and renewable gaseous fuels part 
of fuels of non-biological origins 
(‘RFNBOs’) as defined in Article 2, point 
(36) of that Directive’;

Or. en

Amendment 321
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2 a) 'hydrogen’ or ‘renewable 
hydrogen’ means the hydrogen derived 
from biogas, produced from waste and 
residue feedstock as listed in Annex IX - 
Part A of Directive 2018/2001, and 
renewable fuels of non-biological origin, 
as defined in Article 2, point (36) of 
Directive (EU) 2018/2001, in the form of 
hydrogen which meets a life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emission reduction 
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threshold of 80% compared to the fossil 
fuel comparator of 66g CO2eq/MJ1b and 
comply with requirements set out in the 
Delegated Act “establishing a Union 
methodology setting out detailed rules for 
the production of renewable liquid and 
gaseous transport fuels of non-biological 
origin” . Renewable hydrogen meet the 
maximum hydrogen leakage rates, as per 
Article 8, paragraph 5 of this Directive.
_________________
1b 66g CO2eq/MJ which is the GHG 
emission factor of natural gas (see table 
16, p23 of the JRC report: 
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repos
itory/handle/JRC104759 

Or. en

Amendment 322
Massimiliano Salini, Antonio Tajani, Andrea Caroppo, Salvatore De Meo, Aldo 
Patriciello

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2 a) ‘bio-hydrogen’ means hydrogen 
produced from biomass fuels as defined in 
Article 2, point (27) of Directive 
2018/2001;

Or. en

Justification

Renewable hydrogen can be produced from biological renewable sources through processes 
such as reforming and pyrolysis, for this reason a new definition of bio-hydrogen should be 
added to the list.

Amendment 323
Thierry Mariani
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Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2 a) ‘bio-hydrogen’ means hydrogen 
produced from biomass fuels as defined in 
Article 2, point (27) of Directive 
2018/2001;

Or. en

Amendment 324
András Gyürk, Ernő Schaller-Baross

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3) ‘gases’ mean natural gas and 
hydrogen;

(3) ‘gases’ mean natural, renewable 
and low-carbon gas and hydrogen;

Or. en

Amendment 325
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3) ‘gases’ mean natural gas and 
hydrogen;

(3) ‘gases’ mean fossil gas, natural gas 
and renewable hydrogen;

Or. en

Amendment 326
Ivan David, Paolo Borchia, Isabella Tovaglieri

Proposal for a directive
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Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3) ‘gases’ mean natural gas and 
hydrogen;

(3) ‘gases’ mean natural gas, biogas, 
biomethane, and hydrogen;

Or. en

Justification

The stand-alone definition of "biomethane" should be reflected in the definition of "gases".

Amendment 327
Thierry Mariani

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3) ‘gases’ mean natural gas and 
hydrogen;

(3) ‘gases’ mean natural gas, biogas, 
biomethane, and hydrogen;

Or. en

Amendment 328
András Gyürk, Ernő Schaller-Baross

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) ‘natural gas system’ means a 
system of infrastructures, including 
pipelines, LNG terminals and storage 
facilities, which transports gases, that 
primarily consist of methane and include 
biogas and gas from biomass, in particular 
biomethane, or other types of gas that can 
technically and safely be injected into, and 
transported through the natural gas pipeline 
system.

(4) ‘natural gas system’ means a 
system of infrastructures, including 
pipelines, LNG terminals, storage facilities 
and facilities providing additional 
services, which transports gases, that 
primarily consist of methane and include 
biogas and gas from biomass, in particular 
biomethane, or other types of gas that can 
technically and safely be injected into, and 
transported through the natural gas pipeline 
system.
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Or. en

Justification

Facilities providing addtitional services (e.g. compressor stations) are indispensable parts of 
the natural gas system.

Amendment 329
Andreas Glück, Nicola Beer, Klemen Grošelj, Susana Solís Pérez

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) ‘natural gas system’ means a 
system of infrastructures, including 
pipelines, LNG terminals and storage 
facilities, which transports gases, that 
primarily consist of methane and include 
biogas and gas from biomass, in particular 
biomethane, or other types of gas that can 
technically and safely be injected into, and 
transported through the natural gas pipeline 
system.

(4) ‘natural gas system’ means a 
system of infrastructures, including 
pipelines, LNG terminals, blending, 
storage and treatment facilities, which 
transports gases, that primarily consist of 
methane and include biogas and gas from 
biomass, in particular biomethane, or other 
types of gas that can technically and safely 
be injected into, and transported through 
the natural gas pipeline system.

Or. en

Justification

Gas blending and treatment facilities will be crucial for the increasing amount of renewable 
and low-carbon gases that will be injected into the grids.

Amendment 330
Pilar del Castillo Vera

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) ‘natural gas system’ means a 
system of infrastructures, including 
pipelines, LNG terminals and storage 
facilities, which transports gases, that 
primarily consist of methane and include 

(4) ‘natural gas system’ means a 
system of infrastructures, including 
pipelines, LNG terminals, blending 
facilities and storage facilities, which 
transports gases, that primarily consist of 
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biogas and gas from biomass, in particular 
biomethane, or other types of gas that can 
technically and safely be injected into, and 
transported through the natural gas pipeline 
system.

methane and include biogas and gas from 
biomass, in particular biomethane, or other 
types of gas that can technically and safely 
be injected into, and transported through 
the natural gas pipeline system.

Or. en

Amendment 331
Grzegorz Tobiszowski
on behalf of the ECR Group
Beata Szydło, Zdzisław Krasnodębski, Karol Karski, Jadwiga Wiśniewska, Anna 
Zalewska, Jacek Saryusz-Wolski, Elżbieta Kruk

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 6 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6 a) ‘hydrogen storage operator’ means 
a natural or legal person who carries out 
the function of storage of hydrogen of a 
high-grade purity and is responsible for 
operating a hydrogen storage facility;

Or. en

Justification

The term of hydrogen storage operator is considered in the recast of Gas Directive but it is 
not defined in art. 2.

Amendment 332
Pilar del Castillo Vera

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) ‘hydrogen terminal’ means an 
installation used for the transformation of 
liquid hydrogen or liquid ammonia into 
gaseous hydrogen for injection into the 
hydrogen network or the liquefaction of 

(8) ‘hydrogen terminal’ means an 
installation used for the transformation of 
liquid hydrogen or hydrogen carriers into 
gaseous hydrogen for injection into the 
hydrogen network or the liquefaction of 
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gaseous hydrogen, including ancillary 
services and temporary storage necessary 
for the transformation process and 
subsequent injection into the hydrogen 
network, but not any part of the hydrogen 
terminal used for storage;

gaseous hydrogen, including ancillary 
services and temporary storage necessary 
for the transformation process and 
subsequent injection into the hydrogen 
network, but not any part of the hydrogen 
terminal used for storage;

Or. en

Amendment 333
Grzegorz Tobiszowski
on behalf of the ECR Group
Beata Szydło, Zdzisław Krasnodębski, Karol Karski, Jadwiga Wiśniewska, Anna 
Zalewska, Jacek Saryusz-Wolski, Elżbieta Kruk

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 8 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8 a) ‘hydrogen terminal operator’ 
means a natural or legal person who 
carries out the function of transformation 
of liquid hydrogen or liquid ammonia into 
gaseous hydrogen for injection into the 
hydrogen network or the liquefaction of 
gaseous hydrogen and is responsible for 
operating a hydrogen terminal;

Or. en

Justification

The term of hydrogen terminal operator is considered in the recast of Gas Directive but it is 
not defined in art. 2.

Amendment 334
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment
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(10) ‘low-carbon hydrogen’ means 
hydrogen the energy content of which is 
derived from non-renewable sources, 
which meets a greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 70%;

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 335
Sara Skyttedal, Tomas Tobé

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) ‘low-carbon hydrogen’ means 
hydrogen the energy content of which is 
derived from non-renewable sources, 
which meets a greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 70%;

(10) ‘low-carbon hydrogen’ means 
hydrogen the energy content of which is 
derived from non-renewable, fossil-free 
sources, which meets a greenhouse gas 
emission reduction threshold intermediate 
and cumulative GHG emission reduction 
targets, to ensure a full 100% GHG 
emission reduction threshold by 2040 the 
latest. The definition of ‘low-carbon 
hydrogen’ will therefore be limited to 
fossil-free hydrogen that demonstrates 
[70%] GHG emission reduction, [80%] by 
2030, [90%] by 2035, and [100%] by 2040.

Or. en

Justification

Low-carbon hydrogen should be a dynamic definition in which the CO2 reduction 
requirement increases over time compared to conventional fossil based hydrogen. This 
trajectory makes sense if the EU ETS’ linear reduction factor is increased to 4.2%, which 
would foresee a full net decarbonization of the EU’s industry and power sector by around 
2040.

Amendment 336
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 10
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) ‘low-carbon hydrogen’ means 
hydrogen the energy content of which is 
derived from non-renewable sources, 
which meets a greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 70%;

(10) ‘non-renewable low-carbon 
hydrogen’ means hydrogen the energy 
content of which is derived from non-
renewable sources, which meets a 
greenhouse gas emission reduction 
threshold of 80% compared to the fossil 
fuel comparator 94g CO2eq/MJset out in 
Directive (EU) 2018/2001, Annex V.C.19;

Or. en

Amendment 337
Claudia Gamon, Emma Wiesner, Klemen Grošelj, Christophe Grudler

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) ‘low-carbon hydrogen’ means 
hydrogen the energy content of which is 
derived from non-renewable sources, 
which meets a greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 70%;

(10) ‘low-carbon hydrogen’ means 
hydrogen the energy content of which is 
derived from non-renewable fossil fuels 
sources, which meets a life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emission reduction 
threshold of 70% compared to the fossil 
fuel comparator of 94g CO2eq/MJ set out 
in Directive (EU) 2018/2001.

Or. en

Justification

Amendment necessary for pressing reasons relating to the internal logic of the text. Updating 
the definition.

Amendment 338
Christophe Grudler, Klemen Grošelj, Susana Solís Pérez, Andreas Glück

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 10
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) ‘low-carbon hydrogen’ means 
hydrogen the energy content of which is 
derived from non-renewable sources, 
which meets a greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 70%;

(10) ‘low-carbon hydrogen’ means 
hydrogen the energy content of which is 
derived from non-renewable sources, 
which meets a greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 70% to a fossil fuel 
comparator of 94g CO2e/MJ; ;

Or. en

Amendment 339
Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) ‘low-carbon hydrogen’ means 
hydrogen the energy content of which is 
derived from non-renewable sources, 
which meets a greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 70%;

(10) ‘low-carbon hydrogen’ means 
hydrogen the energy content of which is 
derived from non-renewable sources, 
which meets a greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 60%;

Or. en

Amendment 340
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) ‘low-carbon gas’ means the part of 
gaseous fuels in recycled carbon fuels as 
defined in Article 2, point (35) of 
Directive (EU) 2018/2001, low-carbon 
hydrogen and synthetic gaseous fuels the 
energy content of which is derived from 
low-carbon hydrogen, which meet the 
greenhouse gas emission reduction 
threshold of 70%.

deleted
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Or. en

Amendment 341
Claudia Gamon, Emma Wiesner, Klemen Grošelj, Christophe Grudler

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) ‘low-carbon gas’ means the part of 
gaseous fuels in recycled carbon fuels as 
defined in Article 2, point (35) of Directive 
(EU) 2018/2001, low-carbon hydrogen and 
synthetic gaseous fuels the energy content 
of which is derived from low-carbon 
hydrogen, which meet the greenhouse gas 
emission reduction threshold of 70%.

(11) ‘low-carbon gas’ means the part of 
gaseous fuels in recycled carbon fuels as 
defined in Article 2, point (35) of Directive 
(EU) 2018/2001, low-carbon hydrogen and 
synthetic gaseous fuels the energy content 
of which is derived from low-carbon 
hydrogen, which meet the life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emission reduction 
threshold of 70% compared to the fossil 
fuel comparator of 94g CO2eq/MJ set out 
in Directive (EU) 2018/2001.

Or. en

Justification

Amendment necessary for pressing reasons relating to the internal logic of the text.Updating 
the definition

Amendment 342
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) ‘low-carbon gas’ means the part of 
gaseous fuels in recycled carbon fuels as 
defined in Article 2, point (35) of 
Directive (EU) 2018/2001, low-carbon 
hydrogen and synthetic gaseous fuels the 
energy content of which is derived from 
low-carbon hydrogen, which meet the 
greenhouse gas emission reduction 

(11) "non-renewable low-carbon gas’ 
means the non-renewable low-carbon 
hydrogen and synthetic gaseous fuels the 
energy content of which is derived from 
non-renewable low-carbon hydrogen, 
which meet the greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 80% compared to 
the fossil fuel comparator 94g CO2eq/MJ 
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threshold of 70%. set out in Directive (EU) 2018/2001, 
Annex V.C.19.

Or. en

Amendment 343
Evžen Tošenovský

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 11 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11 a) ‘waste gas’ means a gas 
containing incompletely oxidised carbon 
in a gaseous state under standard 
conditions which is a result of any of the 
processes listed in point (10), where 
‘standard conditions’ means temperature 
of 273,15 K and pressure conditions of 
101 325 Pa defining normal cubic meters 
(Nm3) according to Article 3(52) of 
Commission Implementing Regulation 
(EU) 2018/2066. 

Or. en

Amendment 344
Angelika Winzig

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 11 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11 a) ‘waste gas’ means a gas 
containing incompletely oxidised carbon 
in a gaseous state under standard 
conditions which is a result of any of the 
processes listed in point (10), where 
‘standard conditions’ means temperature 
of 273,15 K and pressure conditions of 
101 325 Pa defining normal cubic meters 
(Nm3)according to Article 3(52) of 
Commission Implementing Regulation 
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(EU) 2018/2066.

Or. en

Justification

Industrial process gases, i.e., waste gases, unavoidably deriving from combustion process are 
gaseous energy carriers with hydrocarbon properties capable of being re-used internally as 
alternative to purchases of energy from outside for the concerned industry or alternatively 
sold for energy purposes outside. The alternative to these uses would be flaring. In order to 
maximise their potential as GHG emission saving and reduction technology and possible 
technology allowing an industrial sector to participate the energy system, it is key that a 
specific definition of waste gases is included in the text of this Directive and for this to qualify 
as low-carbon fuels.

Amendment 345
Ignazio Corrao
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 12

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12) ‘low-carbon fuels’ means recycled 
carbon fuels as defined in Article 2 of 
Directive (EU) 2018/2001, low-carbon 
hydrogen and synthetic gaseous and 
liquid fuels the energy content of which is 
derived from low-carbon hydrogen, which 
meet the greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 70%.

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 346
Angelika Winzig

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 12

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12) ‘low-carbon fuels’ means recycled 
carbon fuels as defined in Article 2 of 

(12) ‘low-carbon fuels’ means recycled 
carbon fuels as defined in Article 2 of 
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Directive (EU) 2018/2001, low-carbon 
hydrogen and synthetic gaseous and liquid 
fuels the energy content of which is 
derived from low-carbon hydrogen, which 
meet the greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 70%.

Directive (EU) 2018/2001, low-carbon 
hydrogen and synthetic gaseous and liquid 
fuels the energy content of which is 
derived from low-carbon hydrogen, which 
meet the greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 70% and waste 
gases as defined in Article 2(11) of 
Delegated Regulation of the Commission 
XX/XX on Transitional Union-wide rules 
for harmonised free allocation of 
emission allowances.

Or. en

Justification

Industrial process gases, i.e., waste gases, unavoidably deriving from combustion process are 
gaseous energy carriers with hydrocarbon properties capable of being re-used internally as 
alternative to purchases of energy from outside for the concerned industry or alternatively 
sold for energy purposes outside. The alternative to these uses would be flaring. In order to 
maximise their potential as GHG emission saving and reduction technology and possible 
technology allowing an industrial sector to participate the energy system, it is key that a 
specific definition of waste gases is included in the text of this Directive and for this to qualify 
as low-carbon fuels.

Amendment 347
Evžen Tošenovský

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 11 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12) ‘low-carbon fuels’ means recycled 
carbon fuels as defined in Article 2 of 
Directive (EU) 2018/2001, low-carbon 
hydrogen and synthetic gaseous and liquid 
fuels the energy content of which is 
derived from low-carbon hydrogen, which 
meet the greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 70%.

(12) ‘low-carbon fuels’ means recycled 
carbon fuels as defined in Article 2 of 
Directive (EU) 2018/2001, low-carbon 
hydrogen and synthetic gaseous and liquid 
fuels the energy content of which is 
derived from low-carbon hydrogen, which 
meet the greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 70% and waste 
gases as defined in Article 2(11) of 
Delegated Regulation of the Commission 
XX/XX on Transitional Union-wide rules 
for harmonised free allocation of 
emission allowances.
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Or. en

Amendment 348
Claudia Gamon, Emma Wiesner, Klemen Grošelj, Christophe Grudler

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 12

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12) ‘low-carbon fuels’ means recycled 
carbon fuels as defined in Article 2 of 
Directive (EU) 2018/2001, low-carbon 
hydrogen and synthetic gaseous and liquid 
fuels the energy content of which is 
derived from low-carbon hydrogen, which 
meet the greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 70%.

(12) ‘low-carbon fuels’ means recycled 
carbon fuels as defined in Article 2 of 
Directive (EU) 2018/2001, low-carbon 
hydrogen and synthetic gaseous and liquid 
fuels the energy content of which is 
derived from low-carbon hydrogen, which 
meet the greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 70% compared to 
the fossil fuel comparator of 94g 
CO2eq/MJ set out in Directive (EU) 
2018/2001.

Or. en

Justification

Amendment necessary for pressing reasons relating to the internal logic of the text. Updating 
the definition

Amendment 349
Sara Skyttedal, Tomas Tobé

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 12

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12) ‘low-carbon fuels’ means recycled 
carbon fuels as defined in Article 2 of 
Directive (EU) 2018/2001, low-carbon 
hydrogen and synthetic gaseous and liquid 
fuels the energy content of which is 
derived from low-carbon hydrogen, which 
meet the greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 70%.

(12) ‘low-carbon fuels’ means recycled 
carbon fuels as defined in Article 2 of 
Directive (EU) 2018/2001, low-carbon 
hydrogen and synthetic gaseous and liquid 
fuels the energy content of which is 
derived from low-carbon hydrogen, which 
meet the greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 70% that is equal to 
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that of ‘low-carbon hydrogen’ in point 
(10) of this Article;

Or. en

Amendment 350
Cornelia Ernst, Marisa Matias

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 12

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12) ‘low-carbon fuels’ means recycled 
carbon fuels as defined in Article 2 of 
Directive (EU) 2018/2001, low-carbon 
hydrogen and synthetic gaseous and liquid 
fuels the energy content of which is 
derived from low-carbon hydrogen, which 
meet the greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 70%.

(12) "non-renewable low-carbon fuels’ 
means non-renewable hydrogen and 
synthetic gaseous and liquid fuels the 
energy content of which is derived from 
non-renewable low-carbon hydrogen, 
which meet the greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 80% compared to 
the fossil fuel comparator 94g CO2eq/MJ 
set out in Directive (EU) 2018/2001, 
Annex V.C.19.

Or. en

Amendment 351
Francesca Donato

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 12

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12) ‘low-carbon fuels’ means recycled 
carbon fuels as defined in Article 2 of 
Directive (EU) 2018/2001, low-carbon 
hydrogen and synthetic gaseous and liquid 
fuels the energy content of which is 
derived from low-carbon hydrogen, which 
meet the greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 70%.

(12) ‘low-carbon fuels’ means recycled 
carbon fuels as defined in Article 2 of 
Directive (EU) 2018/2001, low-carbon 
hydrogen and synthetic gaseous and liquid 
fuels the energy content of which is 
derived from low-carbon hydrogen, which 
meet the greenhouse gas emission 
reduction threshold of 60%.

Or. en
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Amendment 352
Ivan David, Paolo Borchia, Isabella Tovaglieri

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 14

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(14) ‘natural gas undertaking’ means a 
natural or legal person carrying out 
production, transmission, distribution, 
supply, purchase or storage of natural gas, 
including LNG, and which is responsible 
for the commercial, technical or 
maintenance tasks related to those 
functions, but not including final 
customers;

(14) ‘natural gas undertaking’ means a 
natural or legal person carrying out 
production, transmission, distribution, 
supply, purchase or storage of natural gas, 
including LNG, and biomethane, 
including its liquefied form, and which is 
responsible for the commercial, technical 
or maintenance tasks related to those 
functions, but not including final 
customers;

Or. en

Justification

Introduction of a stand-alone definition of "biomethane" in Article 2(1bis) requires adapting 
this article on "natural gas undertaking" for the purpose of legal consistency and clarity.

Amendment 353
Ivan David, Paolo Borchia, Isabella Tovaglieri

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(16) ‘transmission’ means the transport 
of natural gas through a network, which 
mainly contains high-pressure pipelines, 
other than an upstream pipeline network 
and other than the part of high-pressure 
pipelines primarily used in the context of 
local distribution of natural gas, with a 
view to its delivery to customers, but not 
including supply;

(16) ‘transmission’ means the transport 
of natural gas and biomethane through a 
network, which mainly contains high-
pressure pipelines, other than an upstream 
pipeline network and other than the part of 
high-pressure pipelines primarily used in 
the context of local distribution of natural 
gas and biomethane, with a view to its 
delivery to customers, but not including 
supply;
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Or. en

Justification

Introduction of a stand-alone definition of "biomethane" in Article 2(1bis) requires adapting 
this article on "transmission" for the purpose of legal consistency and clarity.

Amendment 354
Thierry Mariani

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(16) ‘transmission’ means the transport 
of natural gas through a network, which 
mainly contains high-pressure pipelines, 
other than an upstream pipeline network 
and other than the part of high-pressure 
pipelines primarily used in the context of 
local distribution of natural gas, with a 
view to its delivery to customers, but not 
including supply;

(16) ‘transmission’ means the transport 
of natural gas and biomethane through a 
network, which mainly contains high-
pressure pipelines, other than an upstream 
pipeline network and other than the part of 
high-pressure pipelines primarily used in 
the context of local distribution of natural 
gas and biomethane, with a view to its 
delivery to customers, but not including 
supply;

Or. en

Amendment 355
Ivan David, Paolo Borchia, Isabella Tovaglieri

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 18

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18) ‘distribution’ means the transport of 
natural gas through local or regional 
pipeline networks with a view to its 
delivery to customers, but not including 
supply;

(18) ‘distribution’ means the transport of 
natural gas and biomethane through local 
or regional pipeline networks with a view 
to its delivery to customers, but not 
including supply;

Or. en
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Justification

Introduction of a stand-alone definition of "biomethane" in Article 2(1bis) requires adapting 
this article on "distribution" for the purpose of legal consistency and clarity.

Amendment 356
Thierry Mariani

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 18

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18) ‘distribution’ means the transport of 
natural gas through local or regional 
pipeline networks with a view to its 
delivery to customers, but not including 
supply;

(18) ‘distribution’ means the transport of 
natural gas and biomethane through local 
or regional pipeline networks with a view 
to its delivery to customers, but not 
including supply;

Or. en

Amendment 357
Evžen Tošenovský

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 20

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(20) ‘hydrogen network’ means a 
network of pipelines used for the transport 
of hydrogen of a high grade of purity with 
a view to its delivery to customers, but not 
including supply;

(20) ‘hydrogen network’ means a 
network of pipelines used for the transport 
of hydrogen of a high grade of purity with 
a view to its delivery to customers 
irrespective of transmission or 
distribution, but not including supply

Or. en

Amendment 358
Angelika Niebler, Markus Pieper, Christian Ehler, Hildegard Bentele

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 20
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(20) ‘hydrogen network’ means a 
network of pipelines used for the transport 
of hydrogen of a high grade of purity with 
a view to its delivery to customers, but not 
including supply;

(20) ‘hydrogen network’ means a 
network of pipelines, both onshore and 
offshore, used for the transport of 
hydrogen of a high grade of purity with a 
view to its delivery to customers, but not 
including supply;

Or. en

Amendment 359
François-Xavier Bellamy

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 20

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(20) ‘hydrogen network’ means a 
network of pipelines used for the transport 
of hydrogen of a high grade of purity with 
a view to its delivery to customers, but not 
including supply;

(20) ‘hydrogen network’ means a 
network of pipelines connected to the 
backbone transmission infrastructure 
used for the transport of hydrogen, but not 
including supply;

Or. en

Amendment 360
Evžen Tošenovský

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 21

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(21) ‘hydrogen transport’ means the 
transport of hydrogen through a hydrogen 
network with a view to its delivery to 
customers, but not including supply, 
irrespective of the pressure, the geographic 
coverage or the connected customer group 
of the network;

(21) ‘hydrogen transport’ means the 
transport of hydrogen through a hydrogen 
network with a view to its delivery to 
customers, but not including supply, 
irrespective of transmission or 
distribution, the geographic coverage or 
the connected customer group of the 
network;
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