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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Regrets that the Member States have so far not managed to reach an agreement on the 
Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 2021-2027, which puts at risk the timely start 
of the new programmes and thus the Union’s ability to achieve its political priorities; 
notes that the MFF is the basis for the annual budget and that, in the absence of an MFF 
regulation, guidelines on the 2021 budget can only reflect Parliament’s general position 
on the MFF;

2. Underlines that the new Heading 1 (‘Single Market, Innovation and Digital’) will be 
instrumental for boosting innovation-led economic growth and contributing to the 
transition towards a climate-neutral society in line with the Paris Agreement; highlights 
furthermore the importance of the new Heading 5 (‘Security and Defence’), which 
includes the new European Defence Fund and essential funds for nuclear safety and 
decommissioning;

3. Recalls Parliament’s position on the overall financial envelope for Horizon Europe of 
EUR 120 billion (in 2018 prices); calls on the Commission in this regard to present the 
2021 draft budget accordingly to ensure that research and innovation activities will 
continue in areas that are essential for the EU’s strategic autonomy and benefit its 
citizens and society, such as digital transformation, healthcare and space; recalls in this 
context the importance of fundamental research;

4. Underlines that all areas of the budget need to contribute to the overall goals of the 
European Green Deal and the UN Sustainable Development Goals; recalls in this 
context the importance of the introduction of a Just Transition Fund to address societal, 
socio-economic and environmental impacts on workers and communities adversely 
affected by the transition from coal and carbon dependence, and calls for solid financing 
of the fund;

5. Underlines the need for an ambitious draft budget, in particular for new programmes 
such as the Digital Europe Programme, which need to become operational as soon as 
possible in order to help make the EU more competitive;

6. Underlines the importance of SMEs as an essential part of the economy, as they provide 
a high number of jobs in the EU and play a vital role in research and innovation; urges 
the Commission therefore to ensure a smooth transition from COSME to the new Single 
Market Programme and from the European Fund for Strategic Investment (EFSI) and 
other financial instruments to InvestEU;

7. Recalls the important role that EU agencies play in helping to achieve policy objectives 
set by the legislator; calls therefore for sufficient funding and staffing for all agencies in 
line with their tasks and responsibilities; underlines in particular the need to 
substantially reinforce the European Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators 
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(ACER), which has been underfunded and understaffed for many years; insists that the 
Commission address this problem already in its draft budget.


