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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas the coronavirus pandemic has exacerbated the growing problem of medicine 
shortages across the EU; whereas the ensuing disruption of the global supply chain has 
highlighted the EU’s dependency on third countries for medicines and active 
pharmaceutical ingredients;

1. Insists that the Commission urgently launches a multi-stakeholder consultation to 
identify key supply chain issues that directly cause or increase the risk of medicine 
shortages; calls on the Commission to propose ambitious and concrete actions to 
address these issues in its planned pharmaceutical strategy;

2. Calls on the Commission to consider proposing requirements for the pharmaceutical 
industry to ensure that its supply chain is diversified and put in place a medicine 
shortage risk mitigation plan to manage any vulnerabilities in and risks to the supply 
chain;

3. Stresses the urgent need for the EU to reduce its over-reliance on a small number of 
third countries for medicine manufacturing and as sources of active pharmaceutical 
ingredients;

4. Encourages the Commission to propose measures, including financial incentives, to 
promote green manufacturing, within the EU, of strategically important chemicals used 
in medicine production; urges the Commission to also propose measures to incentivise 
the greater inclusion of EU small and medium-sized enterprises in the medicine supply 
chain given their key role in research and innovation and inherent ability to quickly 
adapt their production focus, with a view to coping better with unexpected shocks;

5. Highlights the fact that Horizon 2020 has already financed a significant number of 
health-related research and innovation activities; calls for more funding to be provided 
through Horizon Europe to create and support medicine-focused research ecosystems.


