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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
*** Consent procedure

***I Ordinary legislative procedure (first reading)
***II Ordinary legislative procedure (second reading)

***III Ordinary legislative procedure (third reading)

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the draft act.)
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the draft Council decision on the conclusion of the Agreement for scientific and 
technological cooperation between the European Union and the Arab Republic of Egypt 
setting out the terms and conditions for the participation of the Arab Republic of Egypt 
in the Partnership in the Partnership for Research and Innovation in the Mediterranean 
Area (PRIMA)
(11965/2017 – C8-0345/2017 – 2017/0196(NLE))

(Consent)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the proposal for a Council decision (11965/2017),

– having regard to the draft Council decision on the conclusion of the Agreement for 
scientific and technological cooperation between the European Union and the Arab 
Republic of Egypt setting out the terms and conditions for the participation of the 
Republic of Egypt in the Partnership for Research and Innovation in the Mediterranean 
Area (PRIMA) (11965/2017) and the text of that Agreement (11926/2017),

– having regard to Decision (EU) 2017/1324 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council,

– having regard to the request for consent submitted by the Council in accordance with 
Article 186 and Article 218(6), second subparagraph, point (a)(v), of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union (C8-0345/2017),

– having regard to Rule 99(1) and (4) and Rule 108(7) of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the recommendation of the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy (A8-0000/2017),

1. Gives its consent to conclusion of the agreement;

2. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States and of the Arab Republic of Egypt.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

In July 2017 the European Parliament adopted the new Partnership on Research and 
Innovation in the Mediterranean Area (PRIMA) with a vast majority.

PRIMA is the first ever, Public-to-Public Partnership under Article 185 TFEU to target a 
specific geographical area, the Mediterranean Basin, including the participation of 
neighbouring EU countries.

For a period of 10 years and planned launching on 1-1-2018, the overall aim of PRIMA is the 
development and the adoption of innovative and integrated solutions for improving the 
efficiency, safety, security and sustainability of agro-food and water provision and 
management systems in the Mediterranean area.

PRIMA’s specific objective is to coordinate, strengthen, intensify, widen and align the 
currently fragmented research and innovation national programmes of these sectors within a 
multi-actor, multidimensional comprehensive and integrated approach.

I consider PRIMA to be one of the rare attempts of EU science diplomacy that could also help 
address the forced displacement of the Mediterranean residents, therefore to address some of 
the root causes of migration. It is so far, the largest Euro-Mediterranean research and 
innovation initiative in this field, a unique opportunity for EU member states and 
Mediterranean third countries to join forces and an excellent example of how EU research and 
innovation is open to the world.

19 countries are jointly undertaking PRIMA, 11 Member States, 3 associated countries to 
Horizon 2020 and 5 third countries with which the international agreements for scientific and 
technological cooperation need to be concluded as stipulated in Article 1(2) of the decision. 
Therefore, after the adoption of the new Partnership on Research and Innovation in the 
Mediterranean Area (PRIMA) in July 2017, the European Commission has negotiated a series 
of international agreements with those third countries.

Given the fact that PRIMA will soon start to develop much-needed solutions for a more 
sustainable management of water and agro-food systems, the aim of these agreements is to 
enable these countries to participate as of January 2018.

In this context, I welcome the Commission proposal on the agreements already concluded 
with Algeria, Egypt, Jordan and Lebanon and I call on all ITRE members to give their consent 
along the legislative procedure.


