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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Legal Affairs calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Acknowledges the Commission view that the optimum timeframe for implementation of 
the EU regulatory framework for electronic communications is short and critical to deliver 
choice and value for the consumer, while maintaining Europe's competitiveness in 
innovative communications services.

2. Reminds that there have been, and that there still are problems in the implementation of 
the new regulatory framework in the Member States to which the Commission should pay 
more attention. This is especially important as national regulatory failures might be more 
dangerous than no regulation at all.

3. Notes that markets are still defined more by technology than by services; suggests the 
competition authorities to take over competition issues between market operators and the 
national regulatory authorities (NRAs) to refocus on the technical supervision and 
allocation of spectrums.

4. Invites the Commission to consider a review of the list regarding the relevant markets 
with the aim of establishing a minimum set of markets; the focus should be shifted from 
historical remains in the market (i.e. leased lines) to real bottle-necks.

5. Regrets the situation, where the national appeal processes are too long (up to 2 years) to 
ensure the efficient resolution of eventual disagreements; urges the Commission to act to 
shorten these delays; is also concerned by the systematic suspension of NRA decisions 
pending appeal.

6. Suggests that for the market-development sake, it would be crucial to move away from 
pure price regulation as it may distort the market dynamics, taking into account a previous 
market analysis.

7. Welcomes the rapid increase in broadband penetration; asks the Commission to inform the 
Parliament on her activity in monitoring the development of the broadband sector and 
interventions taken in this respect.

8. Stresses, as the Commission suggests, that the key driver for the future growth in the 
mobile sector in the EU will likely be the development of advanced value added services 
and reminds that this growth has been hindered in some Member States due to overly 
strict interpretation of the regulatory requirements by the national regulatory authorities, 
causing unhealthy, loss-generating competition in the mobile market; calls on the 
Commission to introduce proactive measures for innovative content creation to encourage 
operators to develop and deploy advanced value-added services.

9. Points out that a functioning mobile number portability system is vital to healthy 
competition between mobile operators and, therefore, stresses that the charges for porting 
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numbers should be set at a low level, or at zero, in every Member State, and that the delay 
for realising the number portability operation should be shortened in some Member States.

10. Calls on the Commission to reflect with market operators and national authorities about 
the means to increase visibility and inform customers on the communications services 
available to customers in commercial offers of different market operators; notably 
regarding the international connections, absence of international accords leading 
sometimes to deceiving level of service.

11. Welcomes the increase in unbundled local loops, but stresses that further development has 
to be made to ensure competitive markets for customers.

12. Notes with satisfaction that the competition is increasing in the fixed markets, but is 
concerned on the low share of competition in the local call segment.

13. Calls on the Commission to monitor the arrival of new technologies, such as voice over 
internet protocol, and the effects of these technologies to the electronic communication 
markets, to its dynamics and to the regulatory environment; calls on the national 
authorities to consider temporary waivers to allow operator investments for future IP-
networks carrying voice over internet protocol.

14. Calls on the Commission to take action to lower the mobile termination rates, which 
remain at a high level in many Member States and should be linked to the costs incurred.

15. Urges the Commission to act to lower international roaming charges, increase customer 
visibility to international pricing and hence enhance mobility and the proper functioning 
of the internal market; welcomes the Commission’s preliminary position on the 
infringements of the competition rules by two of the UK mobile networks operators and 
awaits the outcome of this procedure.

16. Emphasizes the importance of the quality of the legal framework put in place in Member 
States concerning the national regulatory authorities; is concerned with the situation where 
in some Member States, effective competition is precluded by the lack of enforcement of 
NRA decisions; calls on the Member States to ensure the principles of independence and 
impartiality of their NRAs.

17. Encourages the NRAs and the Commission to execute better impact assessments and 
benchmarking on obligations proposed and their efficiency and effectiveness for the 
markets.

18. Stresses the importance of keeping the charges relating to the management of 
authorisation systems and to the procedure of granting  rights of use to cover only the 
actual administrative costs incurred.

19. Acknowledges the importance of transparent consultation of the development of the 
internal market for electronic communication and expects that the European Regulators 
Group contributes to the consistent application of the regulatory framework in all the 
Member States; asks the Commission to monitor closely the works of the ERG and ensure 
its ability to act in conformity with its role.
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20. Stresses the importance of the relevant regulation on granting the rights to install masts 
and antennas for the provision of mobile services; noting the contradiction between the 
imposed roll-out obligations and often lengthy local procedures for granting the 
installation rights; calls on the Member States to consider setting up a publicly available 
database of current and future locations.

21. Awaits the conclusions of examining the way in which Member States interpret the 
general interest objectives when imposing must-carry obligations.

22. Welcomes the voluntary codes to protect users from unsolicited commercial 
communications and calls for European wide transposition of the opt-in rules.

23. Stresses the importance of data privacy in relation to the growing requests for data 
retention, noting the long established cooperation of e-communications operators with law 
enforcement authorities within a clear legal framework and on a case by case basis; 
recognising that mandatory data retention obligations would be detrimental to civil 
liberties and be a source of significant costs for operators; concluding that any data 
retention provisions should be decided in co-decision with the European Parliament.
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