
AD\803113EN.doc PE431.073v02-00

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Legal Affairs

2009/2158(INI)

29.1.2010

OPINION
of the Committee on Legal Affairs

for the Committee on Culture and Education

on ‘Europeana – the next steps’
(2009/2158(INI)

Rapporteur: Marielle Gallo



PE431.073v02-00 2/5 AD\803113EN.doc

EN

PA_NonLeg



AD\803113EN.doc 3/5 PE431.073v02-00

EN

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Legal Affairs calls on the Committee on Culture and Education, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses the importance of orphan works – works which are covered under copyright, but 
whose rights-holders cannot be determined despite a diligent search – and the need to 
ascertain precisely, on a sector-by-sector basis, the number and type of such works in 
order to find appropriate solutions; 

2. Calls on the Commission to submit a legislative proposal on the digitisation, preservation 
and dissemination of orphan works which would put an end to the current legal uncertainty, 
in accordance with the requirement for diligent search for, and remuneration of, rights-
holders;

3. Calls on the Commission to develop a European database of orphan works which would 
make it possible to exchange information on the ownership of rights and thereby reduce 
costs incurred in making diligent searches for rights-holders;

4. Emphasises that a solution must be found for personal documents (correspondence, notes, 
photos, films) which are held by cultural institutions, but have never been published or made 
available to the public, and which raise privacy-protection and moral-rights issues;

5. Stresses the need to consider ways of encouraging cultural institutions, once they have 
drafted a digitisation plan, to conclude agreements with rights-holders to make works 
accessible on a multiterritory basis and to foster the development of a competitive 
environment with the participation of online booksellers, thus helping to spread Europe’s 
cultural heritage throughout the continent;

6. Stresses the importance of equal access to the common European cultural heritage and 
therefore asks the Member States to remove intra-EU barriers to access to some parts of 
Europeana content;

7. Stresses the importance of a concerted approach at European level to the issue of the terms 
and conditions governing public-private partnerships and the need for an in-depth 
examination of partnership agreements with private stakeholders on digitisation plans, 
notably as regards the duration of exclusivity clauses, the indexing and referencing via 
search engine by libraries of digitised files held for their own use, service continuity, the 
non-confidential nature of such agreements and digitisation quality;

8. Calls on the Commission to implement a major information campaign to raise public 
awareness of Europeana and the services it provides;

9. Calls on the Commission to ensure that information campaigns and similar awareness-
raising activities regarding Europeana are channelled through the relevant partnership 
organisations in the Member States;
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10. Encourages the Commission to assist in finding ways and means of drawing Member 
States' attention to the fact that users of Europeana are seeking major works available in 
their national collections but not through Europeana.
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