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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Legal Affairs calls on the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs, 

as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Deplores the late transposition of Directive 2003/72/EC in most Member States; 

congratulates the Commission on its swift action in commencing infringement 

proceedings; 

2. Is satisfied that some Member States have not only correctly transposed the Directive, but 

have in fact gone further than the Directive’s requirements; 

3. Nevertheless, calls on the Commission to monitor closely the application of Directive 

2003/72/EC in order to prevent its misuse for purposes of depriving employees of their 

rights; urges the Commission to adopt the measures necessary to ensure the correct 

transposition of Article 13 of the Directive; 

4. Points out the lack of success of the European Cooperative Society (SCE), as evidenced 

by the fact that only seventeen SCEs had been set up by 8 May 2010; notes that this lack 

of success is particularly striking in Member States with a long tradition of cooperative 

movements; 

5. Welcomes the conclusions of the study on the implementation of Regulation (EC) 

No 1435/2003 on the Statute for a European Cooperative Society (SCE)1, particularly as 

regards the measures proposed to promote the SCE by increasing awareness of it through 

educational programmes addressed to advisors in cooperative law and social actors, and 

by promoting cooperation between cooperative societies at cross-border level; 

6. Calls on the Commission for a revision of Regulation (EC) No 1435/2003 which should 

simplify and reduce the number of references to national law and establish more 

substantive European rules; considers that this revision should respect the highest existing 

national standards, particularly as regards labour law, and that the simplification should 

not undermine the essential guarantees of transparency; 

                                                 
1 Contract No SI2.ACPROCE029211200 of 8 October 2009. 
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