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Council Regulation (EC) No 1683/95 laying down a uniform format for visas took over the
design adopted by the Schengen states and sets out in its recitals that these documents have to
contain all the necessary information and meet very high technical standards, notably as
regards safeguards against counterfeiting and falsification. Since the introductions of the
uniform format for visas, two substantial modifications to the initial regulation have been
adopted, which have contributed to the issuance of secure documents with very high technical
standards. However, serious incidents of counterfeiting and fraud regarding the visa stickers
have been detected in several Member States. The Commission considers that the current visa
sticker, which has been in circulation for 20 years, has to be considered compromised.
Against this background, it has proposed a new model with more security features in order to
make the visa sticker more secure and prevent forgery. There are no substantive changes to
the enacting terms of this Regulation; the annex is merely replaced to show the image and the
general description of the new visa sticker.

In the light of the above, your rapporteur considers that the proposal should be approved
without changes.

*khkkkkik

The Committee on Legal Affairs calls on the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to propose that Parliament adopts its position at first
reading taking over the Commission proposal.
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