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Dear Mr Chair,

Under the procedure referred to above, the Committee on Legal Affairs, which I have the 
honour to chair, has been asked to submit an opinion to your committee. Mrs Mady Delvaux 
was appointed rapporteur for opinion. At its meeting of 20 November 2018, the committee 
decided to send the opinion in the form of a letter.

In accordance with the agreement reached on association under Rule 54 of the Rules of 
Procedure, the Committee on Legal Affairs holds exclusive competence for questions relating 
to liability and intellectual property rights and it holds shared competence for questions 
relating to embedded values in technology (“ethical-by-design”). 

The Committee on Legal Affairs considered the matter at its meeting of 6 December 2018 and 
following exchanges between the coordinators via written procedure the opinion below was 
adopted at the meeting on 10 December 2018. At that meeting1, it decided to call on the 
Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate 
the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution.

1 The following were present for the final vote: Pavel Svoboda (Chair), Jean-Marie Cavada, (Vice-Chair), Mady 
Delvaux (Vice-Chair and rapporteur for opinion), Joëlle Bergeron, Kostas Chrysogonos, Sergio Gaetano 
Cofferati, Mary Honeyball, Sajjad Karim, Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann, António Marinho e Pinto, Julia Reda, 
Evelyn Regner, Axel Voss, Tiemo Wölken, Francis Zammit Dimech, Tadeusz Zwiefka, Kosma Złotowski, Luis 
de Grandes Pascual.
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I trust that this will make a useful contribution into the report drafted by your Committee.

Yours sincerely,

Pavel Svoboda



AL\1170651EN.docx 3/4 PE631.777v01-00

EN

SUGGESTIONS

A. whereas its resolution of 16 February 2017 with recommendations to the Commission 
on Civil Law Rules on Robotics (2015/2013(INL)) called on the Commission to 
propose a coherent legal framework regarding the development of robotics, including 
autonomous systems and smart autonomous robots;

1. Urges that great attention has to be paid to the safety of products to ensure protection 
and trust of consumers in AI and robotics;

2. Stresses that human-centric design when developing AI is crucial in order to ensure 
responsibility and accountability of decision-making process made by the machines;

3. Stresses that the policy framework must be designed to encourage the development of 
all kinds of AI and not only deep learning systems, which requires a huge amount of 
data;

4. Stresses that the use of data in health sector has to be monitored carefully and ethically 
and must not in any way obstruct the access to social protection or insurance;

5. Believes that when AI is being used in implanted medical devices, the bearer should 
have the right to inspect and modify the source code used in the device;

6. Recalls that the availability of quality data is essential for real competitiveness in the AI 
industry, and calls for public authorities to ensure ways of producing, sharing and 
governing data by making data a common good as open data;

7. Welcomes the initiative of the Commission to create the expert group on Liability and 
New technologies to provide the EU with expertise on the applicability of the Product 
Liability Directive to traditional products, new technologies and new societal challenges 
(Product Liability Directive formation) and assist the EU in developing principles that 
can serve as guidelines for possible adaptations of applicable laws at EU and national 
level relating to new technologies (New Technologies formation);

8. Regrets however that no legislative proposal was put forward during this legislature 
delaying the update of the liability rules at EU level and threatening the legal certainty 
across EU in this area for both traders and consumers;

9. Notes the ongoing work of the International Organisation for Standardisation (ISO) on 
AI and urges the Member States to coordinate their ISO members to defend as best as 
possible the European values and interests in the development of standards;

10. Recalls its above-mentioned resolution of 16 February 2018 in which it noted that there 
are no legal provisions that specifically apply to robotics, but that existing legal regimes 
and doctrines can be readily applied to robotics, although some aspects appear to call 
for specific consideration; renews the call made in that resolution on the Commission to 
support a horizontal and technologically neutral approach to intellectual property 
applicable to the various sectors in which robotics could be employed;

11. Welcomes in this regard the communication from the Commission to the Institutions on 
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Guidance on certain aspects of Directive 2004/48/EC of the European Parliament and of 
the Council on the enforcement of intellectual property rights but underlines the need to 
monitor the relevance and efficiency of rules on intellectual property rights to govern 
the development of AI; Underlines, in this context, the importance of fitness checks;

12. Welcomes that the Commission has set up the High-Level Expert Group on Artificial 
Intelligence, comprising representatives from academia, civil society and industry to 
draft AI ethics guidelines on issues such as fairness, safety, transparency, the future of 
work, democracy and more broadly the impact on the application of the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights, including privacy and personal data protection, dignity, consumer 
protection and non-discrimination;

13. Looks forward to the joint meeting with Member States foreseen for January 2019 
following the publication of the draft ethical guidelines at the end of 2018 as announced 
in the communication from the Commission on 25 April 2018;

14. Underlines the role the Parliament could play through the work done by STOA to 
represent citizens’ concerns in drafting these guidelines;

15. Takes note of the coordinated action plan on AI presented by Vice-Commissioner Ansip 
in December 2018;

16. Stresses that the development of AI and robotics is currently led by non-EU countries, 
and therefore underlines the importance of having a European common approach to 
defend the place of the EU in the development of AI;

17. Welcomes in that sense the creation of the EU AI alliance with the aim of full 
mobilisation of a diverse set of participants, including businesses, consumer 
organisations, trade unions, and other representatives of civil society bodies; notes that 
the goal of this broad multi-stakeholder platform is to complement and support the work 
of the AI High Level Expert Group, in particular in preparing draft AI ethics guidelines, 
and ensuring competitiveness of the EU in the burgeoning field of AI.


