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Introduction

The Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI) and the Court of Justice of the European Union (the 
Court of Justice) have regular working exchanges in the framework of a long-standing 
cooperation. After the last visit of JURI to the Court in November 2017, it was decided to send 
a delegation of Members to the Court at the very beginning of the current legislative term.  
However, the actual delegation had to be postponed on few accounts owing to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Finally, it was decided that the delegation takes place on 23 February 2022. The aim 
of the mission was to foster dialogue and meet physically with the Court of Justice’s President 
Koen Lenaerts and numerous Judges and Advocates Generals. 

Summary account of meetings

The JURI delegation had a long working session with Koen Lenaerts, President of the Court of 
Justice, and a delegation comprising thirteen Judges and Advocates Generals (Alexandra 
Prechal, Eugene Regan, Maciej Szpunar, Siniša Rodin, Irmantas Jarukaitis, Jan Passer, Juliane 
Kokott, Marek Safjan, François Biltgen, Lucia Serena Rossi, Maria Lourdes Arastey Sahún, 
Zoltán Csehi, Octavia Spineau-Matei) and the Registrar (Alfredo Calot Escobar). 

After a preliminary introduction by Judge Spineau-Matei, the Court's case law on the Rule of 
Law was discussed under various angles, including the primacy of EU law and the most recent 
judgments of 16 February in cases C-156/21 and C-157/21 about the legality of the “rule of law 
conditionality” mechanism regulation, which was confirmed by the Court and for which 
President Lenaerts explained the reasoning behind them. 

The JURI delegation left the working session with a more refined and comprehensive 
understanding of the Court’s case law on Rule of Law. The JURI delegation had the opportunity 
to express the Committee´s commitment to the protection of Rule of Law from a legislator’s 
perspective and to the necessary respect of the primacy of EU Law as a key cornerstone of the 
European Union.

The exchanges continued during a lunch offered by the Court.

The visit of the JURI delegation ended with a commented visit of part of the premises of the 
Court of Justice with a special focus on pieces of art lent to the Court of Justice by various 
stakeholders.

The Chair Adrián Vázquez Lázara also had a bilateral exchange with President Koen Lenaerts 
on various items of common interest.

Conclusions

The mission gave testimony of the outstanding institutional cooperation between the Committee 
on Legal Affairs and the Court of Justice. JURI is looking forward to continued cooperation 
and interaction with the Court of Justice.


