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Introduction

The JURI Committee leads on the proposal for a Directive on the protection of the environment 
through criminal law (2021/0422(COD)), on the proposals for a Directive on corporate 
sustainability reporting (2021/0104 (COD)) and for a Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due 
Diligence (2022/0051(COD)). The so-called IP Package from the European Commission has 
been dealt with by this Committee and has comprised several legislative files, e.g. on 
Geographical Indications (GIs) and with regards to patents and designs - soon to be presented.  
As regards private international law, on 23 June 2022, the Parliament, on a recommendation by 
the Committee, consented to the accession of the European Union to the Convention of 2 July 
2019 on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Judgments in Civil or Commercial 
Matters (2021/0208(NLE)), which together with the Convention of 30 June 2005 on Choice of 
Court Agreements represents a potentially powerful instrument for the enhancing of 
international investment and trade. Furthermore, the Committee has been working on legislative 
files relating to digital policies, especially the AI Act, Data Act, Chips Act, Data Governance 
Act, DSA, and will soon start examining the legislative proposals with regards to AI and 
product liability. 

All these dossiers present opportunities and challenges in the broader relationship of the 
European Union with the United States of America. 

The aim of the mission was therefore to explore the Trans-Atlantic dimension of these subjects. 
This endeavour was carried out through meetings with representatives of the legislative and the 
executive branches of the US government, academia, federal agencies and stakeholders. During 
those meetings, respective approaches were compared, possible hurdles and attritions detected, 
venues for compromise and even cooperation identified. All this allowed for the building of a 
network of contacts that could prove beneficial in the future reflections in relevant fields of 
work.

Summary account of the meetings

The mission started in the evening of 19 September 2022 with a meeting with the EU 
Ambassador to the United States, Stavros LAMBRINIDIS. The Ambassador offered to JURI 
and TRAN Delegations a detailed account of the current political situation in the US, especially 
in light of the upcoming mid-term elections, the consequences of the Supreme Court ruling on 
abortion rights, the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), the Trans-Atlantic cooperation following 
Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

The JURI Delegation then met with Antoine BEGASSE, counsellor at the Economic and 
Financial Section of the EU Delegation to the United States, to discuss the approach of the US 
administration to the issues of corporate social responsibility and sustainability due diligence.

On 20 September 2022, the Delegation met with Christopher MERRIAM, Deputy Chief for 
Intellectual Property, Office of Computer Crime and Intellectual Property Section (CCIPS), 
Criminal Division of the Department of Justice, to discuss Intellectual Property. A particular 
insight was offered on aspects of fight on Computer Crime in the context of intellectual property 
infringements. Mr MERRIAM gave the delegation a thorough description of the organisational 
structure, tasks and broader context under which his Section is operating, notably: a) the links 
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between breaches of IP rights, on the one side, and malicious software and cyber security on 
the other; b) examples of how legislation struggles to keep pace with technological innovation; 
c) the need for any IP enforcement institution to be aware of the public discourse surrounding 
IP-related issues, like the peer-to-peer sharing; d) the questions related to privacy in the work 
of DoJ; e) coordination with Eurojust and Europol and meetings with EU Member States 
prosecutors when it comes to IPR enforcement; g) the failure of some countries like China and 
Belarus to cooperate on IP enforcement; h) the legal framework for blocking websites; j) the 
DoJ resources and related need to focus on breaches of IP rights committed by criminal 
organisations over those for which individuals are responsible.

Later that day, the Delegation met with Tess DEBLANC-KNOWLES, Office of Science and 
Technology Policy (OSTP), Co-chair of the National AI Research Resource Task Force and 
Kei KOIZUMI, Principal Deputy Director for Policy, OSTP, Executive Office of the 
President. The meeting served to update the ad hoc Delegation about the latest developments 
in the US concerning digital policies, especially Artificial Intelligence. In the latter regard, the 
final report of the National Security Committee on AI and the upcoming publication of the 
White House Blueprint for an AI Bill of Rights were underlined. Issues pertaining to the civil 
liability regimes relevant to different forms of AI were discussed. 

The JURI Delegation subsequently met with L. Daniel “Dan” MULLANEY, Assistant United 
States Trade Representative for Europe and the Middle East. Corporate social responsibility 
and due diligence and the latest developments in the framework of the Trade and Technology 
Council (TTC) featured the discussion. In the context of corporate due diligence, Mr 
MULLANEY explained that the US Administration aims at having legislation passed against 
forced labour, which in the US system would fall within border control legislation rather than 
company law. The US strategy would then be to further US values in the world through the 
protection of US industries, which are based on those same values. TTC activity, especially 
when it comes to the protection of EU and US industries and in countering China, was also 
mentioned. Finally, a perspective of the EU and US cooperation on corporate due diligence was 
briefly touched upon. 

Still on 20 September 2022, the Delegation met with Representative Jan SCHAKOWSKY 
(D-Illinois), Member of the House Committee on Energy and Commerce and Chair of its 
Subcommittee on Consumer Protection and Commerce. She informed the Delegation about 
Democrats’ plans with regard to legislation on the protection of privacy online at the federal 
level and the general context in which this legislation is developed, in particular the passing of 
similar type of legislation by individual States. The Energy and Commerce Committee adopted 
the bill in question with 53 votes in favour and 2 against, there are however important political 
challenges related to its implementation and acceptance at the individual States’ level. 
Representative SCHAKOWSKY also highlighted other difficulties that will certainly emerge 
in the implementation of this piece of legislation, similar to the ones that can be expected in 
relation to DSA and DMA. Representative SCHAKOWSKY also offered her perspective on 
the commitments of META CEO and the position of Big Tech during the negotiations of 
international trade agreements. 

A roundtable discussion was held afterwards at the Centre for Democracy and Technology 
(CDT) with civil society stakeholders on Internet, data, AI and Intellectual Property. The 
possible “Brussels effect” in the next few years of the DSA and DMA were mentioned. An 
opinion was expressed that discrimination against US-based companies, although unintentional, 
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might still represent the outcome of DSA and DMA and that serious issues in the 
implementation of those two pieces of EU legislation can be expected. Furthermore, it was 
mentioned that data minimisation and private enforcement of privacy are high priorities for 
many policy makers in the US, but especially the latter does not seem achievable in the near 
future. In this context it was recalled that the two main subjects covered by the bill currently 
considered in the House of Representatives are: a) how data is collected and for what purposes; 
b) protection against discrimination. The latter could also have implications on the deployment 
of AI in the US in spite of the lack of any AI-specific piece of legislation. CDT representatives 
went on by offering examples of State legislations in the US, like Illinois prohibition of 
biometric recognition without prior consent, which in practice amounts to an absolute ban on 
that technology. The fight on disinformation was deemed particularly delicate in the US given 
the First Amendment to the US Constitution. 

The last meeting on 20 September 2022 consisted of a roundtable discussion with Academics 
from the School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) and the Georgetown Law 
University at The Johns Hopkins University about CSDD, CSRD, AI Liability, public and 
private international law (including the prospects of Judgments Convention). The main issues 
were as follows: the attrition between the US and the International Criminal Court under the 
Trump administration; the role of a Court for war crimes in Ukraine that could be established 
by the UN General Assembly; the possibility for the ICC to act against war criminals only in 
case Ukraine is not able to do so, which does not seem to be the case; the resources for the US 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the impact on its mission; the relevant role of the 
private enforcement of environmental laws; the Supreme Court ruling’s consequences for EPA 
ability to set standards in the fight against climate change; EU-US cooperation on international 
corruption; the OECD focus on the protection from corruption as a human right. 

The first meeting on 21 September 2022 was held at the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) headquarters. The discussion concerned the following aspects: organisation and 
functioning of the EPA; the close cooperation between EPA and EUROPOL; the different tasks 
and jurisdictions of EPA, FBI and the Department of Justice when it comes to the investigation 
and prosecution of environmental crimes; the need for and the hindrances to the cooperation 
with local and State authorities; the synergies with the US Coast Guard in investigating crimes 
relating to vessel pollution and with the Health Department on the protection of wildlife; the 
question of human and financial resources and the impact on EPA mission (EPA relies on 200 
agents scattered across the Country); private enforcement of environmental law by individuals 
and NGOs; EPA investigations concerning fracking, where the main dangers concern the 
pollution of groundwater; DOJ policies that encourage the setting up of environmental 
compliance offices in companies; the consequences of the certification of such companies for 
the prosecution for environmental crimes.

The meeting with Representative Henry C. “Hank” JOHNSON, Jr. (D-Georgia), Member 
of the House Committee on the Judiciary and Chair of its Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual 
Property, and the Internet entirely focused on digital policies. Representative JOHNSON 
offered his perspective on the following: the transnational dimension of the Internet and the 
need of having a transatlantic approach in regulating it; the growing polarisation of US politics 
and how it affects the current and serious issues of the Internet, especially disinformation. The 
US approach on the feasibility of legislation in that regard is prudent given the First Amendment 
to the US Constitution. The solutions could instead be provided through education and the 
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incentivising of companies in investing in the spreading of truth. Finally, Representative 
JOHNSON presented his position with regard to the issue of encryption.  

Senator Marsha BLACKBURN (R-Tennessee), Member of the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary and Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and 
Transportation’s Subcommittee on Consumer Protection, Product Safety and Data Security, 
discussed the provisions of the Copyright Directive on the duty of providers to take actions for 
the protection of intellectual property rights and declared to have closely followed the debates 
on the DSA and DMA proposals. Infringements of IP rights, in particular at the international 
level (example of China), were also mentioned. 

A meeting ensued with Senator James LANKFORD (R-Oklahoma), Ranking Member of the 
Senate Subcommittee on Government Operations and Border Management within the Senate 
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, Ranking Member of the Senate 
Subcommittee on Energy, Natural Resources and Infrastructure within the Senate Committee 
on Finance, Ranking Member of the Select Committee on Ethics, and Member of the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. The international context, the growing attrition 
between major players and the need for coordination on digital policies featured in the 
discussion.

Thursday 22 September began with a meeting with the Trans-Atlantic Business Council 
(TBC). The prospects of passing of the US privacy bill by the end of 2022 was the first topic of 
the meeting, followed by the TBC reflections on the EU notion of digital sovereignty and on 
the growing interest in the US in working with the EU on digital policies and beyond. 

At the US Chamber of Commerce, the ad-hoc Delegation met with several US-based 
stakeholders. The main points raised by the stakeholders were the following: the latest 
legislative developments in China concerning intellectual property, whereby a better copyright 
framework and a more efficient judicial system are now in place; the EU action within the WTO 
framework against Chinese IP-related worldwide anti-suit injunctions; the business community 
opposition to any expansion of the compulsory licensing beyond the patents on COVID 
vaccines and the concern whether the work of TTC Working Group on Standards can yield 
concrete results. 

The mission ended in the early afternoon of Thursday 22 September 2022 with a meeting with 
Kathi VIDAL, Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and Director of the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), who confirmed that her Office is closely 
following the IP Package put forward by the European Commission. She raised the issue of 
potential increase of the coordination with the EU on IP enforcement in China, especially in 
synergy with DG TRADE. Other topics discussed were: Standard Essential Patents; 
counterfeited products sold via platforms and awareness-raising campaigns about the dangers 
they bring about; USPTO involvement in TTC activities along with the DOJ and the Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC); the Data Act and the AI Act.

Conclusions
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The visit and the discussions the Delegation had with a wide range of interlocutors gave the 
precious opportunity to learn more about the transatlantic dimension of the legislative files this 
Committee is and will be working on until the end of this mandate. The information gathered 
will feed into the present and future work of this Committee and the network of contacts built 
will be used to further exchange with US interlocutors in the future. The main takeaways of the 
mission are as follows: the existing momentum for strengthening the Trans-Atlantic 
cooperation, the need of stepping up the exchange of information with US Congress in view of 
developing further a parliamentary dimension of the transatlantic legislative dialogue, the need 
for better parliamentary involvement in the TTC, and last but not least that any of the topics 
discussed is multi-dimensional, calls for deconstruction of silos and points to the need of strong 
intra-parliamentary cooperation within the EP itself.
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COMMITTEE ON LEGAL AFFAIRS
DELEGATION VISIT TO WASHINGTON D.C.

FINAL MISSION PROGRAMME

19-23 September 2022

17:00 - 17:45 Meeting with Stavros LAMBRINIDIS, EU Ambassador to the USA   
 

18:00 - 18:45 Meeting with EU Delegation to the USA experts, Antoine BEGASSE 
Finance Counsellor, on Company Law and CSRD

18:45 - 20:30 EPLO Welcome Reception with US Congressional and Government 
Counterparts

Tuesday, 20 September 2022

08:00 Meeting and briefing on the programme with Joseph DUNNE, 
Director, European Parliament Liaison Office (EPLO)

09:00 - 10:00 Meeting with Christopher MERRIAM, Deputy Chief for Intellectual 
Property, Office of Computer Crime and Intellectual Property Section 
(CCIPS)

10:45 - 11:30 Meeting with Tess DEBLANC-KNOWLES, OSTP Co-chair of the 
National AI Research Resource Task Force, Kei KOIZUMI, Principal 
Deputy Director for Policy, Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP), Executive Office of the President

11:45 - 12:30 Meeting with L. Daniel “Dan” MULLANEY, Assistant United States 
Trade Representative for Europe and the Middle East

Monday, 19 September 2022
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14:15 - 15:30 Representative Jan SCHAKOWSKY (D-Illinois), Member of the 
House Committee on Energy and Commerce and Chair of its 
Subcommittee on Consumer Protection and Commerce

16:00 - 17:00 Roundtable discussion at the Center for Democracy and 
Technology (CDT) with civil society stakeholders on Internet,
data, AI and Intellectual Property
 Samir JAIN, Director of Policy, CDT meeting Chair
 Greg NOJEIM, Director, Project on Government Surveillance, 

CDT
 Eric NULL, Director, Project on Commercial Data Practices, DCT
 Will ADLER, Senior Technologist, Elections & Democracy, CDT
 Idan BEN YAKIR, Senior Operations & Policy Associate, Global 

Network Initiative, CDT

17:20 - 18:45 Roundtable discussion with Academics from the School of 
Advanced International Studies (SAIS), The Johns Hopkins 
University and Georgetown Law University on CSDD, CSRD, 
PIL, and AI Liability

 Steven M. SCHNEEBAUM, P.C., Adjunct Professor at SAIS, 
Johns Hopkins University  

 Marcia A. WISS, Adjunct Professor of Law, Georgetown Law   
 Jeffrey F. PRYCE, Professorial Lecturer, Faculty Co-Lead, States, 

Markets, and Institutions, Senior Fellow, Foreign Policy Institute, 
SAIS  

 David P. STEWART, Co-Director, Global Law Scholars, and 
Program Director, Center on Transnational Business and the Law, 
Georgetown Law 

Wednesday, 21 September 2022

09:00 - 10:00 Meeting with Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
 Henry BARNET, Director, Office of Criminal Enforcement, 

Forensics and Training, EPA
 Michael FISHER, Director, Legal Counsel Division, Office of 

Criminal Enforcement, Forensics and Training
 Amy PORTER, Senior International Advisor, EPA
 Alex ROSEN, Environmental Protection Specialist, EPA

13:30 - 14:00 Meeting with Representative Hank JOHNSON (D-Georgia), 
Member of the House Committee on the Judiciary, Chair of its 
Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual Property, and the Internet

15:00 - 15:30 Meeting with Senator Marsha BLACKBURN (R-Tennessee), 
Member of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary and Ranking 
Member of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and 
Transportation’s Subcommittee on Consumer Protection, Product 
Safety and Data Security

15:45 - 16:15 Meeting with Senator James LANKFORD (R-Oklahoma), 
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Ranking Member of the Senate Subcommittee on Government 
Operations and Border Management, Senate Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, Ranking Member of the 
Senate Subcommittee on Energy, Natural Resources and 
Infrastructure, Senate Committee on Finance, Ranking Member of 
the Select Committee on Ethics, and Member of the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources 

Thursday, 22 September 2022

08:30 - 09:30 Breakfast meeting with the Trans-Atlantic Business Council 
 Bart GORDON, Director US, TABC, former Member of Congress

10:00 - 11:15 Business stakeholder meeting hosted by the US Chamber of 
Commerce
 Garrett WORKMAN, Executive Director, Europe, US Chamber, 

Meeting Chairman
 Marjorie CHORLINS, Senior Vice President, Europe, US 

Chamber

13:00 - 14:00 Meeting with Kathi VIDAL, Under Secretary of Commerce for
Intellectual Property and Director of the United States Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO)

END OF PROGRAMME


