
PA\1097368EN.doc PE584.147v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

European Parliament
2014-2019

Committee on Legal Affairs

2016/2076(INI)

6.6.2016

DRAFT OPINION
of the Committee on Legal Affairs

for the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

on the EU Action Plan against Wildlife Trafficking
(2016/2076(INI))

Rapporteur: Kostas Chrysogonos



PE584.147v01-00 2/3 PA\1097368EN.doc

EN

PA_NonLeg



PA\1097368EN.doc 3/3 PE584.147v01-00

EN

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Legal Affairs calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into 
its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas the protection of endangered animal and plant species is an issue of global 
interest, which requires cooperation between all nations, including those of the EU;

B. whereas all Member States have signed the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), and the EU acceded to the 
convention in 2015;

C. whereas an action plan at European level to address the issue of wildlife trafficking is an 
essential step forward;

D. whereas the principle of effectiveness of public action requires the Member States to 
coordinate their actions if endangered species are to be protected successfully;

E. whereas the principle of subsidiarity requires Member States to be free to choose the 
means of attaining the goal of protecting endangered animal and plant species;

F. whereas, in view of the uniquely cross-border nature of wildlife trafficking offences, the 
EU should work towards establishing minimum rules concerning the definition and 
sanctioning of such offences, pursuant to Article 83(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of 
the European Union (TFEU);

1. Welcomes the Commission’s EU Action Plan against Wildlife Trafficking;

2. Considers that the EU needs to step up its common efforts to tackle wildlife trafficking, 
now that it is a party to the CITES convention;

3. Calls on the Commission and the Member State authorities to step up their cooperation in 
the fight against wildlife trafficking, particularly between enforcement agencies, including 
police, customs, judicial, and sanitary and trade inspection authorities;

4. Agrees with the Commission that training activities are an essential part of the fight 
against organised crime, including wildlife trafficking;

5. Considers that the fight against wildlife trafficking can be advanced by instruments of soft 
law; notes, however, that legislative action may be necessary in some cases in order to 
ensure legal certainly and to create binding rules;

6. Calls on the Commission to take steps towards establishing common minimum rules 
concerning the definition of criminal offences and sanctions relating to wildlife 
trafficking, pursuant to Article 83(1) TFEU.


