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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Legal Affairs calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Notes that the COVID-19 crisis has had a profound impact on global production and has 
prompted the European Union to consider its future industrial strategy;

2. Notes that this crisis has demonstrated the need for the EU to adjust its industrial 
strategy by strengthening the defence of its strategic interests without abandoning 
international trade;

3. Welcomes the fact that the Competitiveness Council on 15 May 2020 referred to 14 
industrial ecosystems whose strategic independence should be ensured;

4. Considers that such an objective implies relocating in the EU the industries 
corresponding to these ecosystems, so as to avoid any excessive dependence on third 
countries;

5. Stresses the need for a trade policy capable of diversifying the EU’s sources of supply, 
and for European companies to be encouraged to be flexible and capable, when needed, 
of urgently reorienting their production towards vital products;

6. Stresses that it is also prudent to encourage Member States to build up sufficient stocks 
of certain emergency equipment, such as FFP2 masks and surgical masks;

7. Considers that imported products should always comply with EU technical, 
environmental and health standards and with EU intellectual property law;

8. Stresses that the environmental priority set out in the Commission’s ‘European Green 
Deal’ should incentivise the EU to promote its own development of ‘green’ 
technologies and to introduce a carbon tax at its external borders;

9. Calls on the Commission to help tack the crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic by 
pursuing an ambitious policy of stimulating innovation in technologies of the future, in 
particular those using artificial intelligence.


