
PA\1227886EN.docx PE691.166v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

European Parliament
2019-2024

Committee on Legal Affairs

2021/2025(INI)

26.3.2021

DRAFT OPINION
of the Committee on Legal Affairs

for the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs

on the Commission’s 2020 Rule of law report
(2021/2025(INI))

Rapporteur for opinion (*): Ilhan Kyuchyuk

(*) Associated committee – Rule 57 of the Rules of Procedure



PE691.166v01-00 2/3 PA\1227886EN.docx

EN

PA_NonLeg



PA\1227886EN.docx 3/3 PE691.166v01-00

EN

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Legal Affairs calls on the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Recalls that the Union is founded on the values enshrined in Article 2 of the TEU;

2. Welcomes the Commission’s 2020 Rule of Law Report (the Report) and the importance 
that it places on the justice system;

3. Stresses, in line with the Report, that effective justice systems which are independent 
and efficient are essential for upholding the rule of law; highlights, in particular, the 
need for the judiciary to be able to exercise its functions with full autonomy, without 
intervention from any other institution or body, in accordance with the principle of 
separation of powers;

4. Is deeply preoccupied by the fact that judicial independence continues to be a subject of 
serious concern in some Member States; expresses its regret that Hungary and Poland 
lodged an action for annulment of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2020/2092 on a general 
regime of conditionality for the protection of the Union budget in March 2021, which 
aims to address breaches of the rule of law with an impact on the Union’s financial 
interests;

5. Considers that the periodic review of the rule of law is of great significance and 
commends the efforts of the Commission to encourage structural reforms in the areas 
covered by the Report; believes, however, that while it is an essential monitoring tool, 
clear recommendations on the challenges identified and the required follow-up action is 
indispensable; urges the Commission to make robust use of infringement procedures 
where appropriate, to prevent backsliding on the rule of law in national justice systems 
and urges the Council to resume all pending procedures under Article 7(1) of the TFEU 
and to inform the Parliament thereof;

6. Notes with satisfaction that the Report contains separate national chapters attempting to 
lay down a common methodology; calls on the Commission, however, to provide a 
meaningful comparison between the different national justice systems, to underline 
where best practices for comparable systems might be applied and how similar 
deficiencies could be addressed;

7. Notes that the Report rightfully addresses the necessary digitalisation of justice 
proceedings and training for judges, including on the rule of law and the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights (the Charter); regrets that the Report is silent on training for 
advocates; regrets that the Report does not cover the rights laid down in Article 47 of 
the Charter, such as the right to be defended and represented and the right to legal aid; 
calls on the Commission to extend the scope of its next Report to those areas.


