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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Legal Affairs calls on the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Notes with deep concern the overall shrinking of space for civil society in the EU, 
which represents a serious threat to democracy and fundamental rights and has 
worsened during the COVID-19 crisis;

2. Underlines that the main responsibility for this regression lies with Member States;

3. Condemns all attempts by Member States to control civil society actors and discriminate 
between them on a political basis, including by over-regulating the sector;

4. Strongly condemns, in particular, the adoption by Hungarian and Polish authorities of 
acts that restrict the access of non-governmental organisations to funding and that target 
LGBTIQ+ persons and activists;

5. Deplores the insufficient efforts of Member States to facilitate and guarantee access to 
stable long-term funding for civil society actors;

6. Condemns the severe restrictions imposed by Member States on the right to protest, the 
disproportionate use of violence by public authorities, and the arbitrary arrests of 
protesters;

7. Underlines that civil society actors are increasingly subjected to targeted violence, 
whether by police forces or private parties;

8. Condemns the increasing criminalisation and judicial harassment of civil society actors; 
is concerned about the growing use of strategic lawsuits against public participation 
(SLAPPs) by powerful public and private actors, and strongly recommends the adoption 
of an anti-SLAPPs directive protecting all parties legitimately engaging in public 
participation;

9. Supports the Commission in launching infringement procedures against Member States 
that unduly restrict the freedoms of assembly and association;

10. Supports the creation of an EU alert mechanism for attacks on civil society;

11. Denounces the extreme inequality in access to information and decision-makers 
between industry representatives on the one hand, and civil society actors on the other, 
including within the EU institutions;

12. Deplores the growing concentration of media ownership at the expense of plurality, 
independence and fair public representation of the ideas and actions of civil society 
organisations.


