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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on 
Employment and Social Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas migrants, legal or illegal, are the main victims of the exploitation associated with 
undeclared work,

B. whereas illegally employed third-country nationals are all the more vulnerable as they are 
likely to be returned to their country of origin if caught,

C. whereas the availability of undeclared work is a factor in encouraging illegal immigration 
and creates preconditions for the exploitation of immigrants,

1. Welcomes the Commission’s efforts to provide for sanctions against employers of 
illegally staying third-country nationals, but regrets the absence of measures to combat 
the exploitation of third-country nationals who are staying legally in the EU;

2. Calls on Member States to strengthen  surveillance and sanction mechanisms, with the 
involvement of labour inspectorates, tax offices and social partners;

3. Notes the progress contained in the proposal for a Council Directive on a single 
application procedure for a single permit for third-country nationals to reside and work in 
the territory of a Member State and on a common set of rights for third-country workers 
legally residing in a Member State (COM(2007)0638), but regrets that there is still a long 
way to go in order to guarantee the rights enshrined in Articles 27 to 34 of the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European Union;

4. Believes that the fight against undeclared work requires a comprehensive approach which 
must take into account the need to safeguard and promote the rights of migrant workers, 
whether legal or illegal, who are exploited by their employers;

5. Believes that the simplification and coordination of Member States' administrative 
systems would bolster the fight against undeclared work;

6. Believes that the fight against undeclared work by illegal migrants cannot be effective 
without opening up channels for legal migration in order to guarantee the third-country 
labour which the European Union needs, whether highly skilled or less skilled;

7. Calls on the Member States to define or strengthen the appropriate legislative measures to 
encourage migrants who are victims of exploitation to report their situation, which would 
help, in particular, to fight more effectively against undeclared work;

8. Believes that there is a need to step up the fight against human trafficking, which is often 
linked with undeclared work.
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