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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

A. whereas migration, as a longstanding worldwide phenomenon, has contributed to the 
exchange of ideas but has also entailed challenges in terms of integration into host 
societies, thus bringing with it both cultural and economic enrichment of the European 
Union and issues of social inclusion and adaptation; whereas the EU needs substantial, but 
controlled, immigration to support the ageing population and address other social and 
economic challenges,

B. whereas in the past migratory flows have changed their route according to where most 
pressure was applied, but have never ceased, and whereas migration cannot be stopped, 
but is likely to change over the coming decades in scale and complexity, so that it must be 
dealt with to avoid human suffering,

C. whereas there are many reasons for migration, which have evolved and multiplied over 
time, including poverty, lack of prospects and income, repression, unstable social 
situations, natural and man-made disasters, injustice, assaults on, and deprivation of, 
liberties, conflicts between or within States, war, persecution on grounds of religious 
beliefs, ethnic origin and sexual orientation, discrimination and dispossession of cultural 
groups/minorities (confiscation of land, etc.), a desire for family unification and hope for a 
better future, changes in the environment, particularly climate change, the exploitation of 
resources, the growth in brutal crime and corruption, and the destruction of the 
environment to the detriment of the living conditions of the local population; all of these 
are major causes of massive migration flows and instability, and are very often 
intertwined,

D. whereas flows of immigrants which result from instability and take the form of illegal 
immigration put more pressure on those Member States located geographically at the 
EU’s external borders,

E. whereas in our times it is no longer possible to avoid thinking in depth about the problem 
of migration, and whereas all countries are affected by population movements, whether as 
countries of origin or transit or as host countries,

F. whereas the primary goal of the EU’s migratory policy should be to address the reasons 
for migration and to find durable and sustainable solutions to the challenges that arise 
from migration, such as organised smuggling of migrants, in receiving, transit and origin 
countries, in order to achieve a more effective immigration and integration policy and to 
build a prosperous Europe together with the immigrants, with full respect for universal 
values of human dignity, freedom, equality and solidarity, the Charter of Fundamental 
Rights and the European Convention on Human Rights,

G. whereas in the EU’s policies particular attention should be given to the most vulnerable 
migrants, in particular to unaccompanied minors,
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H. whereas most environmentally motivated migrants do not move beyond the borders of 
their countries or leave their regions, and whereas very few actually come to the EU in 
search of protection,

I. whereas legal migration is a process which is of optimum value for the individual seeking 
to move from their country of origin and for the receiving country,

1. Welcomes the Commission’s recent proposals on legal migration for non-asylum seekers, 
and urges it to develop further instruments to establish a common immigration policy, to 
manage economic migration with a view to promoting economic and social progress in 
receiving, transit and origin countries, and to enhance social cohesion by improving the 
integration of migrants; emphasises the need for adequate information on possibilities for 
legal immigration to the EU, in order to prevent illegal migration, make better use of the 
EU schemes for legal immigration, clarify current prospects and opportunities within the 
EU and dismantle false promises given by traffickers, thereby limiting organised crime 
and human trafficking profits from the necessity for people to move; calls on the 
Commission to foster protection measures for vulnerable groups and people (mainly 
women and children) who often become victims of trafficking and sexual exploitation and 
urges it to build up information centres on possibilities of migration to the EU in third 
countries; calls, however, for a balanced approach between promoting legal migration into 
the EU and ensuring that it has the capacity to receive and successfully integrate migrants;

2. Asks that Member States work collaboratively with non-EU countries to ensure that 
information relating to legal migration is readily available and that legal migration is 
actively advocated;

3. Considers that there is an urgent need for further research on climate-induced migration, 
especially on intra-country and regional migration in or towards developing countries, as 
well as into protection mechanisms for the people affected, in order better to understand 
the dynamics of climate-related migration and displacement; asks the Commission to 
address the problem of environmental and climate-change-forced migration, taking into 
account the threats posed by climate change to human security and wellbeing, and to 
consider the possibility of allowing climate migrants to qualify for subsidiary protection 
on a temporary basis until longer-term solutions are found;

4. Calls on the European Union and Member States to take action both internally and at 
international level to encourage the countries of origin of migrants to adopt and implement 
measures and policies which enable them to develop socially, economically and 
democratically and do not compel their citizens/nationals to migrate; calls on the Union 
and Member States therefore to take the necessary steps to finance their development, and 
particularly to attain swiftly the target of allocating 0.7% of their GDP to development 
aid;

5. Calls on the Commission to make further efforts with regard to the development and 
democratisation of the countries of origin and to promote the rule of law, in order to tackle 
the problems associated with migration at their root;

6. Urges the Commission to establish a monitoring system to check compliance with 
refugees’ and asylum-seekers’ rights in the performance of entry (and pre-entry) controls 
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under the Schengen Borders Code, so that possible flaws can be promptly detected;

7. Encourages the establishment of migration information and management centres outside 
the EU in order to help third countries of origin or transit to define a migration policy in 
response to the concerns of potential migrants and returning migrants, offer guidance on 
legal immigration as well as on job opportunities and living conditions in countries of 
destination, and help with job training for would-be migrants, building on the experience 
of the pilot project in Bamako, Mali (CIGEM); asks the Commission to provide the 
relevant EP committee with regular reports on new initiatives envisaged for the creation of 
such centres;

8. Considers that harmonisation – in cooperation with the Member States – of 
migration-related statistics is essential to the effective planning, adoption, implementation 
and assessment of the migration policy; stresses the importance of the European Migration 
Network (EMN), which could make a substantial contribution in this area;

9. Underlines the urgent need for consistent, comprehensive and comparable statistical data 
about the migrant population, given that the constant change and nature of current 
migration flows present a real challenge to policy-makers, who need reliable data and 
information on which to base their decisions;

10. Asks for an open and thorough analysis of the EU’s visa policy as a whole with a view to 
clarifying its impact on refugees and asylum-seekers; thinks that the EU should apply high 
standards for receiving, protecting and integrating asylum seekers and guarantee access to 
healthcare for undocumented migrants, particularly pregnant women and children; is of 
the opinion that where the Member States collaborate with private entities in the visa-
issuing procedure, direct access to the Member States’ representations abroad should be 
maintained for refugee visa applicants; recalls that specific attention should be paid to free 
movement of persons as a fundamental right guaranteed to European Union citizens;

11. Recalls that well-managed legal migration can also bring benefits to third countries 
through the funds which immigrants remit to their country of origin; furthermore, stresses 
the importance of supporting initiatives designed to promote the involvement of migrants 
in development and training projects in their country of origin;

12. Urges the Commission to develop a permanent monitoring system for all FRONTEX 
activities linked to managing migration flows; considers that the human rights dimension 
of FRONTEX operations must be incorporated clearly throughout the text of the amended 
version of the FRONTEX Regulation, especially the right of a person to leave his or her 
country, the prohibition of refoulement and the right to seek asylum; welcomes the 
successful activities of FRONTEX and its cooperation with Member States to implement 
the Common European Asylum System, and likewise welcomes the establishment of the 
European Asylum Support Office (EASO); considers that the activities and operations of 
FRONTEX and EASO need to be stable and permanent, in order to give the necessary 
support to particularly affected Member States; stresses the need for improved solidarity 
among all EU Member States, in particular the most vulnerable ones, in order to achieve 
the most efficient policy coordination and burden sharing;

13. Draws attention to the important role that rehabilitation centres for victims of torture have 
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played in the successful integration of migrants, including refugees and asylum seekers, in 
the EU; notes with concern the decision that funding for these centres in the EU under the 
European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR) will be gradually 
phased out; calls on the Commission to ensure that funding for these centres continues to 
be undiminished and is not left only in the hands of the Member States;

14. Is of the opinion that agreements with third countries that concern several EU Member 
States should be negotiated at a European level with full respect for Article 218 of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union;

15. Asks the Commission to publish the external evaluation of the Regional Protection 
Programmes and to initiate a debate on whether the RPP should be continued.
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