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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on 

Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in 

its motion for a resolution: 

1. Welcomes the conclusions of the Court of Auditors that the annual accounts of Europol 

present fairly, in all material respects, its financial position as of 31 December 2011 and 

the results of its operations and its cash flows for the year then ended, and that the 

transactions underlying the annual accounts of Europol for the financial year 2011 are 

legal and regular in all material respects; 

2. Takes note that Europol's budget amounted EUR 84 771 084 for the financial year 2011 

with an Union subsidy amounting EUR 83 469 000; notes further that in 2011 Europol 

committed respectively 99,1%, 75% and 95,1% of the appropriations received under Title 

1 (Staff expenditure), Title 2 (Administrative expenditure) and Title 3 (Operational 

expenditure); observes that in terms of paid appropriations Europol's execution rate stands 

at 96,8% under Title 1, 33,8% under Title 2 and 47,1% under Title 3; acknowledges the 

exceptional circumstances in which Europol had to implement the 2011 budget in 

particular the delays in the delivery of the new headquarter (Title 2) and the need to carry 

over a substantial amount to absorb new tasks without any additional funding (Title 2); 

however, calls on Europol to implement specific measures to improve its execution rate of 

payments in the case of administrative and operational expenditure; 

 

3. Regrets that, for a second consecutive year, the Court of Auditors comments on the high 

level of carry-overs of commitment appropriations (41% of administrative expenditure 

and 46% of operational expenditure); understands that Europol is an operational agency 

and the implementation of its budget planning also depends on external factors; notes that 

9% of the appropriations carried over from 2010 were cancelled; takes note of the 

explanation provided by Europol referring again to the delayed move to their new building 

as well as the efforts undertaken to better respect the principle of annuality as well as to 

improve its planning and budgeting process; calls on Europol to continue its efforts in this 

regard; 

4. Takes note of the comments made by the Court of Auditors regarding the lack of 

procedures for exceptions, the not yet fully validated accounting system, the room for 

improvement regarding procurement procedures, the not yet adopted detailed rules and 

procedures to implement Europol's financial regulation, the non-inclusion of provisions on 

dilapidation costs of the new building, the weaknesses found as regards the physical 

verification and recording of assets before and after the move to the new headquarters, the 

room for improving the transparency of recruitment procedures as well as the high 

percentage of staff who carried over annual leave in excess of 12 days to the following 

year which can only be done in exceptional circumstances; acknowledges Europol's 

replies on these comments and the improvements announced by Europol; calls on Europol 

to improve its management in order to reduce the amount of comments by the Court of 

Auditors in next year's report; 

5. Takes note of the report of the Court of Auditors on the annual accounts of the Europol's 
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pension fund1 for the financial year 2011 as well as the fund's replies; calls on Europol to 

inform it about any decision regarding the future of the fund; 

6. Generally invites the Court of Auditors to further focus on auditing the sound financial 

management of Europol, namely the economy, efficiency and effectiveness with which 

Europol has used its appropriations in carrying out its responsibilities; 

7. Highlights that Europol used its information and operational expertise to support Member 

States authorities in 13 697 cross-border cases which represents an increase of 17% 

compared to 2010; notes moreover that more than 25% of Europol's operations were in 

relation to drugs, that Europol supported among others 22 high level human trafficking 

investigations, 9 major European operations targeting criminal networks facilitating 

illegal immigration and operations against sexual exploitation of children such as 

Operation Rescue which led to 250 arrests worldwide and to the protection of 252 

children; congratulates Europol on these results and supports it to continue further. 

 

                                                 
1 The Europol Pension Fund's objective is to finance and pay pensions for staff already employed by Europol 

before it became an EU agency on 1 January 2010. 
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