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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on 
Employment and Social Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas women and girls with disabilities are exposed to several dimensions of 
discrimination in their everyday lives; it can take a variety of forms – physical, emotional, 
sexual and economic – and includes intimate partner violence, violence at the hands of 
caregivers, sexual violence and institutional violence;

1. Acknowledges the fact that roughly 80 million European citizens are believed to possess a 
disability and that these citizens should have unequivocal access to all services and rights 
offered by the European Union;

2. Shares the concerns of the UN CRPD Committee in relation to the European Union’s lack 
of a clear strategy for implementing the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities;

3. Calls on the Commission to revise its Disability Strategy 2010-2020 with a view to the 
full implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(CRPD) and in the light of the concluding observations by the UN Committee on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities of 2 October 2015, accompanied by a timetable and 
precise indicators;

4. Deplores the discrimination and exclusion that persons with disabilities still face today; 
calls on the Commission to maximise synergies between the EU Disability Strategy 2010-
2020 and the provision of the UN Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in 
order to ensure that recognised rights are substantially enjoyed and effectively exercised, 
including by harmonising and implementing the legislative framework and through 
cultural and political action;

5. Underlines the need to include a clear gender perspective in a new European Disability 
Strategy that includes the fight against violence against women and domestic violence 
against women and girls with disabilities;

6. Urges the Commission to develop a structured dialogue with representative organisations 
of persons with disabilities, to consult and cooperate with them in the review and 
implementation process, including formulating an answer to the list of issues to the UN 
CRPD Committee and in the development, implementation and monitoring of all EU 
policies;

7. Calls for the EU institutions to take effective measures to strengthen the lives of women 
with disabilities in accordance with the recommendations of the UN CRPD Committee as 
regards the review of the EU’s implementation of the CRPD;

8. Calls for the Member States and the EU institutions to ensure that opportunities to take 
part in public consultation procedures are effectively and widely publicised by means of 
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communications which are accessible to persons with disabilities who use languages such 
as braille and Easy Read versions;

9. Strongly deplores the fact that the Council has still not adopted the 2008 proposal for a 
directive on implementing the principle of equal treatment between persons irrespective of 
religion or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation; reiterates its call on the Council to 
do so as soon as possible;

10. Strongly deplores, likewise, the delay in the ratification of the Marrakesh Treaty to 
Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired or 
Otherwise Print Disabled, and calls on the Commission and the Member States to bring 
about its swift ratification;

11. Underlines the need to ensure that discrimination in all aspects on the grounds of 
disability is prohibited in the European Union, including multiple and intersectional 
discrimination;

12. Calls on the Member States to take all appropriate steps to ensure that reasonable 
accommodation is provided for persons with disabilities in order to promote equality and 
eliminate discrimination, and in order for them to exercise, on an equal basis with others, 
all human rights and fundamental freedoms;

13. Calls for the EU institutions and the Member States to give persons with disabilities an 
active role in decision-making processes, including through their representative 
organisations, in accordance with Article 4(3) of the CPRD; urges, further, that due 
account should be taken of the views expressed by persons with disabilities in the course 
of such processes;

14. Calls for the Member States and institutions to ensure that opportunities to participate in 
consultation processes are clearly and widely publicised using accessible communications, 
that input can be provided in other formats such as Braille or Easy Read versions, and that 
public hearings and meetings discussing proposed laws and policies should be made fully 
accessible to persons with disabilities, including those with intellectual and learning 
disabilities;

15. Calls for the EU institutions to make sure that all of their external and internal 
communications, including documents, videos and websites, have an appropriate level of 
accessibility and are provided in alternative formats and means of communication, such as 
Braille, Easy Read versions and sign language;

16. Believes that the EU institutions, in particular Parliament, the Council and the 
Commission, should move to ensure that all existing and future legislation is ‘human 
rights proofed’ and fully adheres to the CPRD;

17. Notes that three Member States, Finland, the Netherlands and Ireland, have still not 
ratified the CPRD; calls on those Member States to ratify it as soon as possible;

18. Calls for the EU institutions to place a particular focus on the rights of children with 
disabilities and the needs of their families, assess current EU compatibility with the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child and work to remove all obstacles faced by children 
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with disabilities in their day-to-day lives by offering their families proper support, 
including through the provision of grants and specific services;

19. Underlines the violence, intimidation and sexual abuse at school, at home or in 
institutions, to which children with disabilities are more vulnerable; calls for the EU and 
its Member States to act with greater effectiveness and to combat violence against 
children with disabilities by means of specific measures and accessible support services;

20. Emphasises that, if the rights of children with disabilities are to be protected, their families 
must be guaranteed proper support by strengthening and building on the legislative 
instruments available to the EU, such as the instrument providing for extended parental 
leave for parents of children with disabilities;

21. Calls for the establishment of an interinstitutional coordination mechanism for the 
implementation and monitoring of the CPRD, ensuring the participation of persons with 
disabilities, through their representative organisations, in the adoption process;

22. Acknowledges that the CRPD has proved to be a positive and key instrument for 
promoting law reform and requiring Member States to re-examine how persons with 
disabilities are perceived; regrets, however, the difficult challenges still faced by persons 
with disabilities in strategic areas such as criminal justice and political participation; 
considers full and complete access to the political system for all persons with disabilities 
to be a priority; recognises that this access must be more than mere physical access to cast 
a vote, and that it should include a wide range of initiatives to open up the democratic 
process to all citizens; this should include signed, braille and Easy Read election material, 
complete provision of necessary assistance to people with disabilities during voting 
procedures, promotion of postal and proxy voting when possible, and the removal of 
barriers to those citizens with disabilities wishing to stand for election, as well as 
addressing existing rules regarding legal capacity and their impact on the ability of 
individuals to participate fully in the democratic process; calls on the Commission and the 
Member States to ensure that the provisions of Article 3(2) of Directive 2012/29/EU 
establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of victims of crime 
and of Directives 2010/64/EU on the right to interpretation and translation in criminal 
proceedings and 2012/13/EU on the right to information in criminal proceedings, and in 
particular Directive 2013/48/EU on the right of access to a lawyer in criminal proceedings 
and in European arrest warrant proceedings, and on the right to have a third party 
informed upon deprivation of liberty and to communicate with third persons and with 
consular authorities while deprived of liberty, are properly and fully implemented, 
especially in the case of persons with disabilities;

23. Strongly deplores the fact that many states continue to deny or restrict through court 
action the legal capacity of persons with intellectual difficulties; calls on the Member 
States to engage with the legal capacity question positively by leaning towards supportive 
inclusion rather than automatic exclusion;

24. Calls on the Commission to harmonise data collection on disability through EU social 
surveys in line with Article 31 of the CRPD, in order to accurately identify and publicise 
developments in the sector; emphasises that such data collection should use 
methodologies that are inclusive of all persons with disabilities, including those with more 
severe impairments and those living in institutions; all data collected should be subject to 
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the rigours of human rights and data protection initiatives, including, but not limited to, 
provisions set out in the European Convention on Human Rights, the European Charter of 
Fundamental Rights and the European Data Protection Directive; stresses that such 
surveys must be as specific and as targeted as possible and should be followed by 
appropriate studies and workshops which result in suitable and effective forms of action;

25. Deplores the lack of accessibility of the European emergency number 112, and calls on 
the Commission to improve the accessibility of this number for people with disabilities by 
using the new generation of 112 technologies;

26. Calls for strengthening existing equality bodies in order to assist in mainstreaming, 
promoting and monitoring the CRPD; reminds the EU and its Member States of the 
requirement to engage meaningfully with civil society, and in particular with 
organisations of people with disabilities;

27. Calls for the inclusion of the rights of persons with disabilities in the EU global socio-
economic agenda, in particular the Europe 2020 strategy and the European Semester; 
recommends the adoption of a Disability Pact to ensure that the rights of persons with 
disabilities are mainstreamed through EU initiatives;

28. Believes that the EU institutions should consider opening future and existing funding 
streams to organisations actively representing persons with disabilities;

29. Recognises that vulnerable members of society are further marginalised if they have a 
disability, and stresses that the EU institutions and Member States should redouble their 
efforts to accommodate fully the provision of rights and services for all people with 
disabilities, including stateless people, homeless people, refugees and asylum seekers and 
people belonging to minorities; underlines the need to mainstream disability in its 
migration and refugee policies;

30. Emphasises that, if the rights of persons with disabilities are to be safeguarded in full, it is 
essential that such persons be guaranteed the right to choose how they want to live and 
how they want to maximise their potential, for example by making greater use of 
arrangements such as caregivers;

31. Deplores wholeheartedly the disastrous conditions in which people with disabilities have 
been found to be placed in some Member States, and calls on the Member States to do 
everything possible to comply with the European Convention on Human Rights and 
Article 3 thereof, which bans inhuman and degrading treatment;

32. Believes that the Council should adopt the Equal Treatment Directive and extend its remit 
beyond the field of employment;

33. Suggests that all people employed by the EU in the management of its external borders 
and asylum reception centres should undergo specific training relevant to the needs of 
disabled persons in order to ensure that their needs are met;

34. Calls for the EU institutions to organise and support information campaigns both on the 
rights of persons with disabilities and on their diversity, skills and talents;
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35. Deplores the fact that persons with disabilities still encounter obstacles to their access to 
goods and services; considers that these obstacles limit their participation in society and 
constitute a breach of their rights as citizens; is glad of the support given by Parliament to 
the Accessibility Act in November 2015, but acknowledges that an Accessibility Act is 
not a panacea; calls for its adoption and full implementation as soon as possible;

36. Urges that, with a view to guaranteeing social inclusion for persons with disabilities, it is 
essential to do away with all the barriers and obstacles which still hamper their integration 
into education systems, at the workplace, into public life and into the communities to 
which they belong;

37. Urges that, with a view to guaranteeing proper social integration for persons with 
disabilities, incentives must be provided for the correct use of EU funds which are 
intended to foster that process by means of research into and the development, 
implementation and dissemination of, new ideas, new technologies and new methods;

38. Urges that the principle of freedom of movement for persons with disabilities within the 
EU must be guaranteed by removing all the remaining barriers to the exercise of that 
freedom;

39. Acknowledges the awareness-raising capabilities of the EU institutions, and calls for them 
to raise awareness of the protection and provision of the rights of persons with disabilities;

40. Underlines the rights to sexual and reproductive health and rights; stresses that sex 
education must be designed and implemented also for people with disabilities, based on a 
holistic approach, and provided in a safe, taboo-free atmosphere;

41. Stresses the need for enhanced political cooperation within the framework, including the 
financial and human resources to ensure that it can fulfil its obligations and implement the 
recommendations set out in the CRPD;

42. Calls for Parliament, the Council and the Commission to implement fully the 
recommendations of the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and to 
ensure that the Convention is honoured in all future legislation.
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